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You are invited to join your fellow 2d Dragoons at a very special Reunion. 

 

 We will gather at the Holiday Inn Express in Elizabethtown, KY on the 15th of May. 

Over the next three days you and your comrades in arms will have the opportunity to participate 

in special events sponsored by Ft. Knox, the local community and your 2d Cavalry Association. 

Included are a special tribute to the late (and legendary) Colonel Jimmie Leach, tours of the 

training facilities at Ft. Knox and presentations on the future of Armor and Cavalry.  

The Reunion will conclude with an opportunity to participate in the "Stable Call" at the 

Patton Museum on Monday evening. This event offers the opportunity to mingle with our active 

duty brethren, participate in a traditional Regimental Punch Bowl Ceremony and hear a 

presentation on the future of Armor and the Armor Center.  

The Armor Center is moving to Ft. Benning and this is the final opportunity to visit Ft. 

Knox while it is the "Home of Armor and Cavalry". 

IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND PLEASE CONTACT Mike Davis via email at 

MICHEALEP@cs.com or call him at: 571-217-2227.   To help the Association financially, 

please prepay the $100 per person fee to: Michael Davis, 11616 Havenner Rd, Fairfax VA 

22039. Mike can also answer any questions you may have about the event. We hope that you 

will join us for this very special event.  

 
Hotel Information 

 
 
Holiday Inn Express      Dates: May 15

th
 through 18

th
. 2010 

 
107 Buffalo Creek Drive 
Elizabethtown, KY 42701     Rates: $99.00 + 9% Tax + $107.91 per 
night 
Phone: 270-769-1334 

Rooms: 22 Singles (Kings) and 28            
Doubles (2 Queens) 

Organization (Block of rooms are held under this    
Name): 2

nd
 Armored Cavalry Association 

CANCELLATION POLICY: If cancellation of this booking becomes necessary, to avoid forfeiture of any 
deposits paid or payment of penalties, the hotel must receive written notification by April 15, 2010. 
 
Reunion Agenda is on Page 2 

THE NATION’S FIRST AND OLDEST UNIT-RELATED VETERAN’S ORGANIZATION 
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AGENDA 

15 May 2010 

 Pre-events  

o Offered by Ft Knox 

 0830: Patton Museum: Bus Tour of Post Facilities 

 1130: Eat at DFAC 

 1:00: Horray for Heroes in Radcliff, KY parade and recognition events 

 3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Welcome and Registration (at the Hotel) 

 6:00-10:00 ―Circle the Wagon‖(at the Hotel) 

16 May 2010 

 

 7:30a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Breakfast and Business Meeting (Business meeting to begin at 8:00-

10:00a.m.) 

 10:30 - 11:00 Travel to Bardstown by Bus  

11:00 - 12:00 Civil War Museum/Woman's Civil War Museum 

12:00 - 12:30 Lunch 

12:30 - 12:45 Travel to Old Kentucky Home 

12:45 - 1:45 Old Kentucky Home Tour  

 1:45 - 2:00 Travel to Distillery 

2:00 - 4:00 Distillery Tour (requires 2 hours because of group size)  

4:00 - 4:30 Travel to Hotel (Bus travel back to hotel) 

 Dinner 8:00-10:00 P.M. American Legion, Bardstown, KY (Bus travel to and back to hotel)   

17 May 2010 

 7:30a.m. – 9:00a.m.  Breakfast (at the Hotel) 

 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Tour (Bus travel to and back to hotel) 

o 10:00-10:15a.m. Armor school welcome at the Abrams Auditorium 

o 10:15-11:30 a.m. Armor School/State of Armor briefings 

o 11:30-1:00 a.m.-a.m. Lunch (BBQ at Patton Museum Cost to the Reunion 

participant-$15.00) 

o 1200 p.m. –CG’s Golf Scramble (individual activity). 

o 1:00-4:30 p.m. View Simulation Based Training /View Conference Vehicle Displays 

o 1:00-4:30 p.m. Border /Cold war Displays at Patton Museum 

 

Price per person is $100.00 and includes Transportation, Lunch on Saturday, Fees for Saturday 

Tours and BBQ Lunch Monday at Patton Museum. 

 

Evening Monday May 17  

6:30—8:30 p.m.  Stable Call at Patton Museum 

 Golf scramble Awards 

 Regimental Punch Bowl Ceremony 

 Briefing on future of Armor Center/School 

Cost: Estimated $15.00 pay at the door. 

 

Armor Warfighter’s Conference 17 – 20 May 2010 

 



2D CAVALRY ASSOCIATION 
MARCH 2010 

DEAR FELLOW DRAGOONS: 

 

 
Since my last message to you I’m very pleased to report that much has happened within our 

Association – all positive!  Activity includes:   

 Our membership is growing.   

 We are actively engaged with the Regiment as they prepare to deploy with each passing 

month.   

 The wounded warrior support program is now officially a mission assignment in 

cooperation with the Regiment. .   

 The Reed Museum is being reactivated under the leadership of Ryan Meyer at the new 

Vilseck location on Rose Barracks.   

 We have expanded our effort to seek and obtain donations in support of our projects.   

 We are instituting an expanded committee system to tap the great talent within our 

community. 

 Preparation for our Reunion in May at Fort Knox is well underway. 

Of course we can and should always strive to do more but the dedicated crew of 2d Cavalry 

Association volunteers are magnificent and continue to excel at what they do for us all.  I want to 

offer my personal thanks to all for their efforts and selfless sacrifice of their time.  These folks 

set a high standard for volunteerism, and we need all the help we can get so the work load is 

fairly shared among our membership.  PLEASE step up to help if you are so motivated!  We 

welcome your involvement and need your help as we do more and more to help our Regiment 

and soon to be returning wounded warriors. 

I just returned from a week “in the box” at Hohenfels and Graf with our Regiment.  They 

have been deployed for their last major training exercise in preparation for deployment.  The 

troops are magnificent – motivated, eager and working hard in preparation for what lies ahead in 

Afghanistan.  It was an emotional and uplifting experience to spend 6 days in the field with these 

wonderful Troopers.  It was typical Hohenfels and Graf with the weather being the absolute 

worst.  For those of you who remember Albertshof, it ain’t changed in 40 years!  The tank trails 

at Graf are still as nasty as ever!  But I have to tell you I’d rather have been where I was last 

week with the Regiment than any other place on earth.  I owe a great debt of thanks to COL Jim 

Blackburn and RCSM Mark Morris for hosting me and making sure this old man didn’t overdo it 

though the days were pretty darn long.  I spent the entire time there with soldiers and their 

leadership.  I can assure you these troopers are “ready” and motivated.  Please keep them all in 

your prayers as they continue their training for battle and while they are deployed.  It is going to 

be challenging but our nation will be well represented by these great soldiers as they continue the 

fight to defeat the Taliban and help provide for a better life for the Afghan people.  I am so proud 

of these troopers it brings me to tears each time I close my eyes and see them so young, proud 

and ready.  God bless them all!  

Our wounded warrior support project is well underway, and as I mentioned above, we 

need your help.  We will need folks who can sponsor the wounded.  Sponsorship help is possible 

in person or electronically.  We want these soldiers and their families to know that our  
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Association is there for them and we will do all we can to help them.  This includes your 

donations.  PLEASE dig into your wallet and send us all you can spare.  We are going to need 

money to do this task well.  Your help is needed. 

Mail your donation to:    

 

Frank Hurd 

1626 Comanche Road 

Arnold, MD 21012  
 

                    

 
 
COL Jim Blackburn, Bill Bewley, RCSM Mark Morris and SFC Hawker just before mission launch. 
 

The Reed Museum artifacts are being unpacked and accounted for by Ryan Meyer and some 

help from the Regiment.  Ryan is a pro and he has already done incredible work as he takes on 

this very large task.  The artifacts are in good shape and the facility is a good one with significant 

improvements underway soon.  You will hear much more about our Reed Museum as it is 

brought to full operation in the coming months.  This will be a big part of the Association  
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TAC Platoon, 2

nd
 Stryker Cavalry Regiment: NCOIC is SFC Hawker. 

 

effort as we continue to maintain the heritage of our Regiment.  Our museum is the only official 

museum in USAREUR, and it has great support from the command and from the Center for 

Military History.  Great stuff!   

REUNION – REUNION – REUNION 

Mike Davis and others have been working hard to make this event very special.  Please 

plan to join us at Fort Knox 15-17 May as we celebrate our Regiment and say farewell to the 

Armor Center and School as they depart Fort Knox to Fort Benning to become part of the 

Army’s newly established Maneuver Center of Excellence.  If you have any questions regarding 

the reunion please call or email Mike Davis, Chris Golden or me.  You can also go to our web 

site for all the information you need to plan your trip.  Remember this is a special event titled 

Border Legions Reunion at which all units who served on the border in Europe during the Cold 

War era will be honored.   

Contact information:   Mike Davis, 571-217-2227, michealep@cs.com 

   Chris Golden, 617-413-5787, chris.skylion@gmail.com  

   Bill Bewley, 703-472-5023, bbewley@bewleycapiital.com 

   Web page:  http://www.dragoons.org 

God bless you all!  Dragoon for Life!         Bill 

mailto:michealep@cs.com
mailto:chris.skylion@gmail.com
mailto:bbewley@bewleycapiital.com
http://www.dragoons.org/
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2SCR Association makes Donation to Museum 
 

The 2d Stryker Cavalry Regiment has long prided itself on its rich history both in Germany 
and the United States. As the oldest continuously serving [mounted regiment] unit in the 
U.S. Army, 2SCR collected many artifacts over the years and in order to preserve this 
legacy will create the 2SCR Regimental Museum at its home station in Vilseck Germany. 
On Monday November 30, Retired Sergeant Maj. Ned Devereaux, a distinguished member 
of the 2d Cavalry Association, presented the Regiment a picture of St. Mihiel American 
Military Cemetery in Thiaucourt, France.  
“„Only time will dim the memory of their deeds‟ is inscribed on the photo as a reminder of 

the sacrifice of those „Great War’ Troopers,” Devereaux explained. “The picture is just one 
reminder of our heritage as a Regiment.”  

Devereaux stressed the significance of the photo as an addition to the museum’s collection. 
 
 

  
Memories: Vilseck, Germany – From left to right: Command Sgt. Major Mark Morris, Ned 
Devereaux, Bill Clark and Col. James Blackburn display the new photo of St Mihiel 
American Military Cemetery. The photo was donated to 2SCR Museum by the 2nd Cavalry 
Association.  (U.S. Army photo by SPC. Jerry Wilson, 2SCR/PAO) 
 
“Most World War One veterans of the Regiment have long passed away of old age,” he 
said. “This may be the only reminder to Troopers of today the sacrifice made in 1917-1918 
when we were the only mounted cavalry regiment (continued on Page 7) 
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who actually participated in battle.” 

Devereaux, who served with 3rd Squadron in Amberg and then with 1st Squadron in 
Bindlach, is the editor of the Association newsletter The Thoroughbred and said the new 
museum is important for younger Troopers and their families.  

“One part of the Regimental motto is „Remember Your Regiment‟, and a museum is 
a wonderful tool to teach young Troopers and their family members of the tremendous 
heritage our Regiment has,” he said. “The museum is more than just a collection of 

historical „Junk’. It is a living memory of the thousands of Troopers who have served since 
May 1836 when the Regiment was formed.”  

The Regimental Museum is currently in the planning and renovation stages of 
development. The Regiment has hired Ryan Myer as the museum curator. The museum is 
intended to be a lasting reminder of the sacrifices of all Dragoons from the past as well as 
those who serve today.  

 
 

 

 
 

Old Friends Vilseck, Germany – The 75th 2SCR Regimental Commander Col. James 
Blackburn presents his coin to retired Sergeant Major .Ned Devereaux. Devereaux 
worked with Blackburn when he was a Lieutenant. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Jerry 
Wilson, 2SCR/PAO) 
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Board of Governor's Minutes 12 February 2010 

Meeting Called to Order at 1130 EST with the following attendees on a conference call: GEN John Tilelli, 
Bill Bewley, Association President; Chris Golden, Executive Director; Len Dyer, Robert Mixon, Bill 
Heidner, Mike Davis, MAJ Todd Bajakian (representing the Regiment), and Ned Devereaux, Board 
Recorder.  Directors not present: Frank Hurd, Tom Stewart, Roger Jones, CSM Blackwood, and Tom 
Molino.  
Previous meeting minutes were discussed and approved as presented for the record.  
Treasurer report – Bill Bewley (stand in for Frank Hurd)   
For calendar year 2009 we ended the year with a negative balance of ($5,955) expenses over income.  
The trend has been to spend more than we have been taking in.  Discussion on this topic was conducted 
that highlights the concern for this trend.  Actions are in place to generate adequate funds required for 
Association operations – membership renewals, new members, store sales and donations from multiple 
fund raising activities.   

1.  Our income to date for 2010 is $3,715 ahead of expenses, trending in the right direction.  
2.  The 2010 plan will be briefed at the next board meeting.  This briefing will include the 

projected budget requirements for the year.  It is late in the year for this report but the effort will be made 
so that we have a guiding document for project execution and general Association business.  The 2011 
plan and budget will be submitted to the board for approval in November 2010.   
Executive Director Report - Chris Golden: 

1.  Chris reported that we have 1,359 member names are entered in our electronic file and 353 

are not on the Internet.  There are a total of 2,034 names known in our 2nd Cavalry community.  
2.  We have contact with 19 former RCO with our communications activity.  Chris commented that 

he is working a new project to establish better contact with former RCSM and SCSM.  Lack of contact 
with this very important segment of our heritage requires a lot of effort to be improve.  Everyone is 
encouraged to find and communicate with their CSM contacts to aid this effort.   
3.  SGT Menard Project:  A total of $3,500 was contributed to the Menard Project and Mike's new house. 
The Association gave Mike a Stetson which he proudly wore when accepting the keys to the house. The 
building of Mike’s new home was largely the work of his friends and neighbors and is an example why our 
wounded warrior efforts are so very important.  Mike is currently facing more surgery in New Jersey 
relating to his Iraq wounds and was in the hospital awaiting his operation when the Board met.  We are 
staying in touch with Mike 

4.  Regimental Memorial:  There were two final projects to be completed in coordination with the 
Regiment and the Association.  A lighting work order has been submitted and approved for DEH 
installation of lighting.  The second task involves the addition of trees to the Memorial site.  The local 
Forest Meister has volunteered to provide trees for each name listed on the Memorial.  The plan is to 
plant the new trees this spring.   

5.  Membership:  Membership stands at 1,459 members; so far this year we have received 20 
new memberships and 10 renewals. 

6.  Wounded Warrior.  Effort to update the program and the Association's role in the process is 
continuing for the upcoming rotation.  The RCO and RCSM have requested the Association take the lead 
in representing the Regiment in the US with all returning wounded and their families.  A letter is being 
forwarded from the RCO appointing us officially to this very important task. 

7.  The Dragoon Net:  Chris discussed briefly the purpose of the Dragoon Net, a social website 
that could further be used by the 8th Squadron to support the family members of the Regiment while the 
Regiment is deployed. 

8.  Casing of the Colors:  The Regimental Colors will be cased at a community Volksfest and 
ceremony in Vilseck on 13 May 2010.  The Association will be represented at the ceremony.   
Regimental Summary 

The RXO MAJ Todd Bajakian reported that currently the Regimental strength stands at 

4200 Troopers with nearly 4000 deployable.  They are task organized for combat with  
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Batteries returned to each line Squadron for immediate direct support.  The Fires Squadron assumes 
command and control duties of separate troops, companies and batteries including Regimental HHT.  An 
"8th Squadron" has been created to act as the Rear Detachment command and control with a mission of 
"Welfare and Care of the 2nd Cavalry Family."  Training continues at a rapid pace in both combat and 
non-lethal tasks and skills.  The Regiment will deploy for its capstone combat training to Hohenfels 1-21 
March 2010.  Bill Bewley will be in Germany and join the Regiment in training during the Hohenfels 
deployment.  The Association continues to receive strong support from the Regimental command team.   
Reed Museum 
The RXO also reported that the name of the Reed Museum would be amended to "The Reed Museum 
and 2nd Regiment of Dragoons Education Center" to more accurately reflect the true purpose of the 
Museum.  They anticipate a grand reopening in August/September 2011 time frame.  A Regimental 
Noncommissioned Officer has been identified to fill a Museum need for a direct link with the Regiment.  
This tied into a serious briefing to the Board on the bureaucracy of donations to the Museum including 
accountability and a process and procedure for museum donations.  This latter process still needs to be 
developed given the aging of many of our members and the possible disposal of Regimental memorabilia 
thru a donation to the Reed Museum.  This topic will be addressed with the Museum Curator during Bill’s 
trip to Germany.  
Committee Reports  
Scholarship:  A final notice is being readied to be sent out in a mass mailing to the active Regiment.  Bill 
Bewley, scheduled to be with the Regiment in Germany 9-16 March, will talk personally with the Principal 
of the Vilseck High School about the scholarship and our intent to support deserving students who are 
family members of the Regiment.   Tom Molino reported in absentia that the scholarship program was 
"moving along" with notices to applicants soon to be distributed.  A review of the applications will be 
convened soon.  Award will be announced as early as May.  
Thoroughbred:  Ned Devereaux reported that the next edition should be printed and published NLT 1 
April 2010.  It will include Reunion information to help and encourage attendance.  It will also include a 
photo of two past RCSM's Vic Martinez and Custis Patton along with a short story on their recent 
meeting. 
Sutler’s' Store:  Bill Heidner reported $4,200 cash on hand. Pending a decision by the RCSM, the Store 
will offer a "Stetson Look-a-Like" for younger Troopers of the Regiment.  There was discussion on the 
topic of finding interested partners who will underwrite the hat sales to the Regiment as a means of 
enhancing the fund raising potential of our sales.  A Regimental Wall Plaque has been ordered for the 
Store to add to its inventory of "things Cavalry" and unique to the Regiment from our British vendor.  The 
plaque sale price should be $45-$50.  Once plaques are received, Ned Devereaux will insure one gets to 
Bill Bewley in Germany to show to the active Regiment.  
Fund Raising:  This tied into a suggestion by Bill Bewley to encourage having sponsors for specific sales 
items as a fund raising device.  The thought is that a member would purchase several of a specific "things 
Cavalry" item, and donate them to the Sutler's Store.  All profits then would come directly back to the 
Association providing a substantial positive revenue flow.  
Membership:  See Executive Director Comments.  Membership remains one of our most important 
functions and requires great effort to increase our numbers.  A committee chairman is being sought to 
lead this effort.  Committee Chairs do not necessarily have to be members of the Board of Governors.  
We all must aid in this process to find a person who is eager to help with as this Committee Chairman.   
 
Reunion:  Mike Davis, Reunion Chairman, provided a brief update on this self-sustaining event. He asked 
for help in recruiting attendees and urged everyone to screen their rolodex and make the calls needed to 
encourage our members to attend if possible.  Bill asked who among the members were planning to 
attend the reunion.  All but the RXO MAJ Bajakian of the telephonic conference responded in the 
affirmative.  To assist in the advertising for the reunion, Chris will be sending a snail mail letter to those 
not receiving electronic mail notifications.  We have approximately 330 Association members who are not 
users of email.  The reunion registration fee is fixed at $100.  The fee will cover our expenses and keeps 
the overall cost to attendees low.   
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Chairman's comments - General Tilelli:  GEN Tilelli asked questions concerning fund raising with the 
specific area of former RCO support.  He provided concern about balancing the budget and cautioned we 
actively and carefully monitor spending.  He also suggested strongly that we continue our efforts with the 
former commanders and that we have a clear plan for fund raising as a high priority agenda item for the 
year.  
President’s comments:   

1.  Committee creation and manning:  Bill suggested development of new two committee's; 
Development/Collections with a fund raising Czar, and a Chapter's Committee to help the people on the 
ground in Vilseck, Fort Hood (TX) and Fort Carson (CO) who are currently working this project.  These 
two, like filling the Membership Committee Chair, are open to Association members 
  2.  In a follow up email, Bill Bewley commented:  “I have a few follow up requests for each of you 

to respond to please:  
A.  Confirm that you either will or will not be attending the reunion and with or without your spouse 

directly to Mike Davis.  
B.  Please notify Mike and CC me of all fellow Cavalrymen you know who are attending – everyone you 
know please.  We are creating a working list of attendees so that we may order correct quantities of chow 
and the correct number of buses.  
C.  Please make the calls Mike asked you to make during our board meeting and help us to encourage as 
many folks to attend as possible. 
D.  You may send your pre-registration checks to Mike.  Please do this.  It will help with working capital for 
the event. “ 
Open discussion: Nothing was offered. 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:39 EST.  
 

Second Cavalry Association Balance Sheet 
January 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009 

Beginning Balance    $41,279.20 
 Income 
 Minard Fund        $5,674.92 
 Membership        $4,318.87 
 Donations        $2,825.00 
 Sutler’s Store Income       $6,000.00 
 Fiddler’s Green             $50.00 
 Replacement Check       $1,160.00 Note #2 
 Scholarship Fund Donation      $1,000.00 
    Total Income    $21,028.79 
 
 Expenses 
 Executive Director Pay      $15,000.00 
 Executive Director Expenses      $3,283.49 Note #1 
 Sgt Minard Home       $3,500.00 
 Scholarship        $2,500.00 
 The Thoroughbred       $1,766.84 
 Returned Check       $1,160.26 Note #2 
    Total Expenses   $27,210.59 
 Income Over Expenses     -$6,181.80 
 
ENDING BALANCE    $35,097.40 
RESERVE ACCOUNT    $33,282.21 
   TOTAL ASSESTS $68,379.61 
Note #1: ED expense for Change of Command and Nancy Stable Call 

Note #2: Issue with Actevia changing banks – see income offset 
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Regimental Wall Plaques  
 The Association is pleased to announce the arrival of a Regimental Wall Plaque at out Sutler's Store.  A 

tradition among European armies, especially the British military, these are often used as exchange gifts 
between Regiment's, and as a gift to friends and comrades on their departure from their Regiment.  We 
have these for sale for $39.95 each without an engraved plaque.  Those who would like an engraved 
plate (mounted just above the red and white colors and crest) with two lines of engraving, the cost is 
$69.95 with nominal shipping cost (USPS Express shipping add $9.95). 
  
The profits that we get from these plaques is used to support the active Regiment’s Trooper of the 
Quarter and NCO of the Quarter program as well as the Trooper and NCO of the Year by providing 2d 
Cavalry unique awards. 
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A History of the Second Cavalry Association 

Following World War II, Colonel Charles H. Reed, the wartime commander of the 2
nd

 Cavalry Group, 
Mechanized, had an idea to form an association of veterans from the group to remain in contact with each 
other and to foster continued esprit among the members. There were occasional dinners and social 
events, but the only formal organizing was the election of officers, with Regimental Executive Officer, 
Stephen Benkosky, elected as President. When many of the group returned to the States, a few 
continued to meet occasionally in the New York area for cocktail parties, but still no formal organization 
took place. 

In 1955 the now redesignated 2
nd

 Armored Cavalry Regiment returned to the United States under the unit 
exchange known as Gyroscope, and was assigned to Fort Meade, Maryland. Louis T. Holz met with 
Colonel Reed and together they revitalized the group, held a formal reunion in which everyone was 
invited whose address was known. Eleven people attended that first meeting. 

In 1958, when the Regiment was reassigned to Germany, another meeting was held at which 59 
attended. Officers were elected and a constitution was ratified. It was decided to hold a National 
Convention every two years. 

In advertising for the National Convention in military and veteran related magazines, the Association 
heard from other 2

nd
 Cavalry veterans from the Spanish-American and First World Wars - these veterans 

claimed to already have an association of 2
nd

 Cavalrymen – and they challenged the authenticity of this 
newly formed group. Colonel Reed was furious because the regiment re-formed at Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina, and fought throughout WWII without ever being contacted by this earlier organization. Lou Holz 
contacted veterans from both previous wars who lived in his area and invited them to attend the 
conventions. The new association was excited to have those veterans but only a half-dozen ever 
attended. At the 1967 National Convention in Columbia, South Carolina, the prior groups were formally 
merged with the newest 2

nd
 Cavalry Association, and incorporated under the bylaws of the association. 

Colonel Reed decided that the founding date of the 2
nd

 Cavalry Association would henceforth be the date 
of the group that was formed in 1899. 

A tradition of the current association is that it is the first and oldest unit-related veterans’ organization. Lou 
Holz researched the history of this and determined that other groups had been formed earlier, such as the 
Jewish War Vets and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, but these were not related to specific units. The 2

nd
 

Cavalrymen did form their association immediately after the Spanish-American War, and thus, through 
the merger of 1967, the 2

nd
 Cavalry Association of today rightfully calls 1899 its formation date. 

Over the years the Association not only met for National Conventions but also took thirteen trips to 
Europe to visit WWII battle sites, especially Luneville, France, meet with former enemies (11

th
 Panzer 

Division) who were now comrades, and to visit the active Regiment. Throughout this period the 
association was primarily led by WWII veterans, although many new members were from the post WWII 
era. In 1995, the association decided to actively replace the aging veterans with younger leaders. That 
was accomplished within four years. To acknowledge the transition to the post WWII generation and 
modernize the Association’s purpose and functions, the Board of Governors met in September, 2002. A 
new constitution was adopted and the main purpose of the association was focused on the support of the 
active Regiment.  
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PILSEN 
 

 On May 6, 2010, it will be 65 years since the end of WWII came to the city of Pilsen in what is 
now the Czech Republic. American soldiers from the 2d Cavalry Group, Third Army, under the command 
of General George S. Patton were the first to reach south-western Bohemia, and they decisively 
participated in the liberation of Pilsen itself, early on the morning of the 6th.  

Despite being the 65th anniversary, this will only be the 20th year the city has been able to 
celebrate. Pilsen was freed from Communist rule in 1989 and has since then educated their citizens on 
the circumstances of their liberation which were kept from them during Communist rule. Thus, it will be 
a landmark year for two reasons.  

Since 1990, the city of Pilsen (also the home of the famous Czech beer Pilsner Urquell) has 
organized the annual “Liberation Festival” taking place in May, which has become a local tradition, and 
has been attended by many American and Allied veterans. This year 3d Squadron, 2d Stryker Cavalry 
Regiment will again support the Festival in full force, with a display of vehicles and equipment 
representative of the Regiment today. The display will include Strykers as well as an M777 Howitzer 
from the Squadron’s Artillery Battery. The main event will consist of displays of historical and modern 
day weapons systems as well as a parade of classic, WWII era, military vehicles; many of which are kept 
in working condition by the Pilsen Military Car Club. Displays of historical camps, equipment, and 
weapons will be held from 1 to 6 May, with the festival culminating on May 6th with a Memorial 
ceremony and a Fireworks display.  

LTC Bryan Denny, Commander of 3d Squadron and a veteran of the Festival stated “this is a 
great way for our Troopers to connect with the history of their Regiment and participate in a celebration 
that honors the American Soldier. This event is even more unique because it happens not in the US but 
in the Czech Republic so it is a great way for our soldiers to meet the Czech people.”  

 

                                                   

3d Squadron participated in last year's celebration and it was a great success. The people of Pilsen 
are always more than overjoyed to have US Army members, Veterans and Active Duty alike, as their 
guests.  

3d Squadron and the 2d Cavalry Regiment encourage attendance from interested readers. For 

more information please refer to the official website: http://www.liberationfestival.com. Come join us for 

fellowship in a festival of remembrance and celebration. 
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FIDDLER'S GREEN 

James Herbert Leach April 1922-December 2009  

The Regimental Association is sad to announce the passing of retired Army Colonel, and South Carolina 
militia Brigadier General James Herbert "Jimmie" Leach.  Colonel Leach was the former Regimental S-3, 
2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment under William F. Eckles 40th Colonel June 1952-August 53 and John C. 
F. Tillson III 41st Colonel September 1953-June 54.  He passed away on 18 December 2009. Leach is 
survived by his wife of 58 years, Marion, and his son, Jamie and our sympathies are with them at this 
difficult time. 

Born in Houston, Texas, on April 7, 1922, Leach joined the Texas National Guard at 16 and, after Officer 
Candidate School, at 22 became the platoon commander in a tank company under later General 
Creighton Abrams during World War II.  Subsequently Captain Leach commanded Company B 37th 
Armor 4th Armored Division during much of the combat across France.  He led Company B in support of 
our Regiment during the battle of Luneville in France, and joined with members of the current Regiment 
and old World War II veterans in 2009 to celebrate that battlefield victory. 

Leach was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for his heroism at Bigonville, Luxembourg, on 24 
December 1944 as part of the Battle of the Bulge. Three days later, his company captured the entry into 
Bastogne in relief of the 101st Airborne Division and held the area open for the rest of his battalion. Then 
Lt. Colonel Creighton W. Abrams was quoted as saying:  "The placid, modest, friendly exterior of this 
Officer disguises the fighting heart of a lion and the tenaciousness of a bulldog, all seasoned with an 
engaging personality." 

Subsequently Colonel Leach served with the 2nd Cavalry and in the late 1960's served as the senior 
advisor, 5th Infantry Division (Army of the Republic of Vietnam-ARVN)  before becoming the 40th Colonel, 
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, succeeding then Colonel George S. Patton III.   Colonel Leach went on 
to lead the Armor Branch at the Pentagon, and after he retired in 1972, went to work for Teledyne, a 
defense contractor, until he retired again in 1985. 

One retired senior officer wrote:  "From my memory of the couple of times when I observed him in 
settings like the Armor School, when he spoke, the intelligent amongst the gathering listened. He was real 
and a gentleman to his very soul."  

One retired senior NCO wrote:  "Colonel Leach never forgot his enlisted roots.  He probably had as many 
friends in the senior NCO Corps before he retired as he did in the senior officer's corps."   

Retired LTC Bill Pattison, whose father Hal C, served in combat with both Abrams and Leach reminds us 
that Leach "was truly the last of the significant living leaders of the 4th Armored Division to pass and will 
be missed by many.  My last personal memories of him are his making it to Dad's funeral [at Arlington] in 
March 1999 when a blizzard, unexpected and unforecasted, virtually shut down the area for 36 hours -- 
and our discussion of it was ironic but perhaps symbolic that Dad's funeral was under such conditions 
reminiscent of their times together during the Battle of the Bulge." 

The final word belongs to Jimmie Leach himself.  "Ken Burns got the sounds all wrong in ‘The War.' Our 
50 Cal machine guns went rat-a-tat just like he had it. But the German machine guns, they went brrrp, like 
canvas ripping."  Rest in Peace Old Friend; Toujours Pret, Sir. 

Sources: Multiple published sources off the World Wide Web including www.jimmieleach.us and 
www.islandpacket.com/news/local/story/1074124.html 

Robert David Craft 1932-February 2010 

Robert Craft of Jackson and Gaylord, Michigan passed away on 10 February 2010 at the age of 78.  He 
was a graduate of Hillsdale College and was a US Army veteran serving with the 2d Armored Cavalry 
Regiment in the Tank Company, 2d Squadron in Bamberg in the early 1950's and was a member of the 
Regimental Association.  An insurance agent in civilian life, he was very involved in many civic 
organizations and charities within Jackson County.  Our sympathies go to his wife of 52 years Sandra, 
and their five children.   

Source: Thank you to Glen Back of the Michigan Chapter for the obituary.  
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Arthur H. Trujillo 1939-February 2010 

Arthur H. Trujillo, a former commander of the Support Troop (Air) 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment 1975-77 
passed away in Killeen, Texas, February 5, 2010.  Please see "Remembering Art Trujillo" elsewhere in 
this edition. 

SFC (Retired) Samuel Yelvington passed away in Colorado Springs on 28 October 2009.  SFC 
Yelvington served in F Troop, 2nd Squadron 1955 at Ft. Meade when the Regiment rotated back from 
Germany under Operation Gyroscope.  He is survived by his wife of 62 years, three daughters, one son, 
and three grandchildren. 

CSM (Retired) Mike Basozki passed away near Fort Lewis on 31 December 2009 at age 80.  CSM 
Basozki enlisted in the Army in January 1946, and at age 23 in 1952, he was promoted to Master 
Sergeant (E-7); one of, if not the youngest Master Sergeant's in the Army.  During his career he served in 
several states (Washington times three), four tours in Germany where during one he served with the 1st 
Squadron in the early 1960"s.  He also served in South Korea (62-63) and South Vietnam (68-69) and 
retired in 1974.  He was buried on 15 January 2010 at the Tahoma National Cemetery.  Dave Gettman 
represented the Association at his burial.  If you want more information either the Editor or Dave Gettman 
can email you his obituary. 
 
In November we were notified of the following:  

Former B Troop Commander, CPT Joseph Zuban passed away on 18 October 2009 at the age of 90. 
Joe served from 1940 to 1961; he received a battle field commission during the Korean War. He is 
survived by wife of 54 years, Anneliese; they had no children. He will be buried per his wish in Arlington 
National Cemetery on 30 November 2009. 
 
Former C Troop First Sergeant and retired Sergeant Major Leroy "Lee" Olivarez.  This information 
came from former HHT and B Troop, 1/2 ACR First Sergeant Otto Zenker and was passed on to Jack 
Miller, another former C Troop 1SG.  Jack ended his email by saying "I believe he was last residing in 
Killeen, Texas." 

Chris Golden reported he "received a note from Elizabeth McMurrin that her husband, Captain David 
McMurrin passed away on 8 April 2009. He was a life member of the association.  She continues to 
reside in Tyrone, Minnesota.  I have her address if someone needs it to pass on their sympathy.  

Editor Note:  If you know of the passing of one of our former Cavalry Troopers, and you have information 
for the Fiddler's Green, please let me know at neddevereaux@comcast.net  As Editor, I also have 
sympathy and get well cards (Don Stivers prints) to mail to survivor families or the ill Cavalry Trooper. 

 

New Reed Museum Curator 

Ryan Meyer, new curator at the Reed Museum, was originally from Du Quoin, Illinois. He 

served four years active duty in the 3rd US Infantry and another four years in the Mississippi 

National Guard that included a tour in Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003-2004. He has a 

bachelor’s degree in History from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. His career in the 

history field started as an interpreter at the NPS Vicksburg, Military Park in Vicksburg 

Mississippi, This led to a position with the Mississippi Department of Archives and History as 

the Collections Manager for the Old Capitol Museum. After his tour in Iraq he decided that he 

wanted to focus his professional career on the Army's history, and was able to secure a position 

at the Army Heritage Museum at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania (Part of the Army Heritage and 

Education Center). In 2008 he was given the opportunity to go to Germany to work as the 

Museum Technician for the 1st Armored Division Museum on Smith Barracks at Baumholder 

until its closing in November of this year. He is joined in Germany by his wife Barbara and 

young daughter Lilly, and they are expecting a second child next month. 
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Wounded Warrior Project and Update 

As you know the troops are deploying again and the Association wants to set up a Wounded Warrior 
Support Group. I'm thinking about this but this was a huge job last time and promises to be a huge job 
this time. Who is in the Washington DC area that might want to assist? I'll call you for your thoughts... 
Contact Sam Palmer snail mail or phone at the following contact address. 

6802 Trefor Ct 
Springfield, VA 22152 

703.638.9258 

 
Wounded Warrior Web Site Upgraded 

The Department of Defense announced today that its National Resource Directory (NRD) Web site for 
wounded, ill and injured service members, veterans, their families and those who support them, recently 
received a comprehensive system upgrade to provide users with easier access. This Web site is a 
collaborative effort between the Departments of Defense, Veterans Affairs (VA) and Labor (DOL), and 
compiles federal, state, local and non-profit resources for wounded warriors, veterans, family members 
and caregivers in a single, searchable site.  

“We worked closely with users of the National Resource Directory to find out how to make the 
information they need easier to find,” said Noel Koch, deputy under secretary of defense for Wounded 
Warrior Care and Transition Policy. “The resulting re-design is easier to navigate and adds useful new 
features.”  

The upgrade makes the latest wounded warrior and veteran issues easier to locate and follow. A new 
“bookmark and share” application helps visitors alert others to the content they’ve found most helpful 
through social bookmarking, Facebook, Twitter, and other social networking tools. Visitors can also 
subscribe to Really Simple Syndication (RSS) or e-mail updates to receive new content, events and 
features based on their specific interests and needs.  

“There are thousands of programs and benefits available to wounded warriors and their families, 
from healthcare and housing to education and employment assistance,” said Koch. “Our people must 
have an easy way to sift through it all to find the resources that are most helpful for their circumstances, 
especially while they’re dealing with what can be overwhelming challenges. That’s why we’ve partnered 
with the VA and Department of Labor to offer the National Resource Directory. And with the feedback 
mechanisms we’ve added in the re-design, we’ll be able to keep improving our service to our wounded 
warriors and families.”  

The faster, enhanced search engine ranks information based on the popularity of the sources among 
other site users, so the most valuable resources rise to the top of the search results. Visitors can tailor 
searches for resources in specific states and territories, and apply filters to narrow their searches.  

The re-designed site also highlights resources to assist homeless veterans. NRD users can also 
recommend additional resources. All resources are thoroughly vetted prior to inclusion on the National 
Resource Directory, and as always, content is updated and reviewed daily by a content management 
team which includes veterans and subject matter experts.  

More information is available at http://www.NationalResourceDirectory.gov . 

 
Wounded Warrior Program Update 

 
On February 1, 2010, the 75th Colonel signed a Memorandum for Record that states:  "This 
memorandum officially designates the 2d Cavalry Association to serve as a liaison at Walter Reed 
Medical Center for Regimental Soldiers assigned or residing at Walter Reed Medical Center in a patient 
status from June 2010-September 2011."  The memorandum went on to say:  "The purpose of this 
designation is to assist Regimental Soldiers and their families during and immediately after the 
Regiment's 2010-2011 deployment to Afghanistan. 
 

https://www.nationalresourcedirectory.gov/
http://www.nationalresourcedirectory.gov/
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Remembering Art Trujillo 

Retired Lieutenant Colonel Art Trujillo passed away on 5 February 2010 in Killeen Texas.  His 23-year 
military career included command and staff positions with units in the infantry, cavalry, airborne, ranger, 
Special Forces and Army aviation as well as an Army comptroller. He served 31 months in Vietnam as a 
rifle platoon leader, a rifle company commander, in Special Forces (Special Operations), as a helicopter 
pilot, an armored cavalry troop commander and in other capacities. He held three Bronze Stars (one for 
valor), the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry, Vietnam Civil Action Medal, Combat Infantryman's Badge, 
Airborne Wings, Ranger Tab, Senior Aviator Badge, Recondo Patch, and the Vietnamese Parachute 
Badge. He was an Eagle Scout with Bronze Palm and Order of the Arrow in 1953. 

One of his friends wrote this in memory of his passing. 

Art Trujillo was standing in a hallway drinking a cup of coffee when I first met him in 
1977. The place was Feucht Army Airfield just outside of Nurnberg Germany. He 
commanded Support Troop (Air), 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment (ACR). I was a 
member of Air (Cobra) Troop, 2nd ACR. The two units worked closely together providing 
surveillance of the international borders of Czechoslovakia, East Germany, and West 
Germany during the height of the Cold War.  

We shared the airfield, office space, and helicopter support to our Regimental 
Headquarters and three remote Armored Cavalry Squadrons. Our unit’s flight missions 
operated 24/7, 365 including Christmas, New Years Day, and Super Bowl Sunday. 
Flying was necessarily precise and disciplined in and around the border trace even 
when snow covered familiar landmarks and visibility was low.  

Most of the aviators in these two units were experienced Vietnam flyers. They had 
“been there and done that.” They could recognize good and bad leadership in a 
heartbeat. Leading this bunch was challenging to say the least. However, it came easy 
to Art. We all knew that Art Trujillo was one of us. He spoke plainly, never appeared to 
get rattled, and always led by example.  

Even though I did not work for him I learned to admire Art Trujillo. His officers and 
soldiers were well trained and well disciplined. I enjoyed working with them. Thanks to 
Art they worked in a command environment built on mutual respect and trust. The 
morale in Art’s unit was always high even when mission requirements exceeded 
resources available. Art managed to accomplish every mission and get the best from his 
people.  

We both retired from the Army and chose the Killeen - Fort Hood area as our home. My 
wife and I would see Art and Minerva at community gatherings and social occasions 
from time-to-time. He always knew my name, always spoke to me and asked how my 
family was doing. His children went to school with mine. We kept track of family 
accomplishments in the local newspaper.  

After leaving the Army Art became a teacher and mentor to young people at the local  
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college. He served in many community organizations in a leadership capacity. He 
served on the Killeen ISD school board up until his death. He told me once that “leaders 
should make leaders.” I believe Art managed to live that credo.  

COL (ret) Bill Wilson writes, “A proud and professional member of our Regiment is gone 
and now is with those of the Regiment who preceded him in the journey all of us must 
take… Being with God, he will be fine. Art undoubtedly was more worried about his 
family than himself. That is how I remember him, more concerned about others than 
himself.” 

The Army was a better place thanks to Art Trujillo and Army Aviation has lost a true 
hero. I was honored to serve with him. I know his pain is gone and he “has slipped the 
surly bonds of earth and is dancing on laughter-silvered wings…”* 

MAJ (ret) George Van Riper, Master Army Aviator 

*from High Flight 
 

From the Editor 
 
Welcome to the Spring edition of The Thoroughbred.  The reason for the timing of this edition is simple; 
we have our bi-annual meeting in May.  Unlike so many times in the past, we will meet in conjunction with 
the Armor Association, the Mounted Warfare Conference, and in conjunction with several other 
Regimental Associations.  I look forward to seeing Fort Knox one last time while it is still the Home of 
Armor and Cavalry.  For those of you who served at Fort Knox in the 40's, 50's and 60's especially, you 
will find many changes in the terrain.  The majority of the wooden barracks are gone; the old 194th 
Armored Brigade (Separate) up by the Armor School has been torn down in preparation for receiving a 
brigade of the 1st Infantry Division.  This is your opportunity for one last visit to a place of memories 
regardless of when you served at Fort Knox. 
 
This edition is heavy on the business of the Association in anticipation of our Fort Knox gathering.  The 
next edition will be heavy on what we did at Fort Knox and at the hotel in Elizabethtown.  We will also 
begin this summer to check the Department of Defense website for casualties in Afghanistan that may 
include names from the Regiment.  This edition has a story on the Wounded Warrior efforts and a bit of 
background on the program for our newer members.   
 
Last November 30th I was in Germany and presented a picture to the Regiment of the St. Mihiel 
American Military Cemetery in Thiaucourt, France to the Regiment for the Museum.  The Regiment 
participated in the World War I battle of St. Mihiel with mounted cavalry in an offensive role; please see 
previous editions for that bit of history.  The picture was the result of the visit to the cemetery as part of 
my research to better understand our Regimental history.  It was also an opportunity for me to visit the 
Regimental Commander, Colonel Jim Blackburn.  My co-presenter was then 1LT Blackburn's first 
sergeant many years ago; it is a great pleasure to see former Lieutenants doing well.  I appreciated his 
and RCSM Mark Morris's hospitality and that of the Regimental Headquarters. 
 
I look forward to meeting many of the members in May; and I look forward to your stories of your time in 
the Regiment.  Toujours Pret, Ned 
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Remember Your Regiment 
 

Border Tales:  Toga!, Toga!, Toga! 
Ned Devereaux, Editor 

 
A few weeks ago I drove from my home in Portland Oregon down Interstate 5 to 
Eugene, Oregon and then went southeast a few miles to visit an old friend, now ill with 
problems from old age and his Vietnam service.  We were talking about general topics 
when he suddenly mentioned: "Do you remember the Animal House movie scene from 
the Dexter Lake Club with Otis Day and the Knights playing Shama Lama Ding Dong?"  
And I did.  My friend went on to say, "it’s just across the street from my home." 
 
Yes, it still exists today, just along the road from Dexter Lake in western Oregon.  The 
cafe is open all seven days, and the old sign "Dexter Lake Club-Cocktails Dining" is still 
over the roof, and the Club continues to welcome one and all but only open on 
weekends.  The singing group "Otis Day and the Knights" was then a fictional band in 
1978, later became a group and is still playing today including Shout and Shama Lama 
Ding Dong.  It is amazing how little things trigger memories both bad and good.   
 
It was a late fall or early December day in 1979 when the field phone rang in the Troop 
Orderly Room in Bindlach.  On the other line was a young Sergeant from the platoon 
manning the Camp Gates border camp.  "Top," the young Sergeant asked, "we would 
like to invite you and the Troop Commander to come up for dinner, and a movie."  And 
so we accepted the invitation for the following night, and went up early to see how the 
camp and equipment was being maintained.  What the young Sergeant did not say was 
the title of the movie was Animal House.  
 
I remember the Troop CO and I rode over to Camp Gates, enjoying the opportunity to 
talk problems and solutions.  When we arrived and inspected the camp, it was squared 
away, ready for our visit, or for any VIP visit.  The Mess Hall, always a warm and inviting 
place at Camp Gates, invariably had wonderful food, almost home cooked.  After dinner 
we were asked to remain in the Mess Hall until called.  When we entered the Troop 
Lounge building (still in existence), we were greeted by twenty or thirty troopers, all 
dressed appropriately, and shouting "Toga, Toga, Toga."  We spent a very pleasant 
evening watching the movie, and just talking with the troops.    

For the record, while many of the Troopers and noncommissioned officers wore toga's, 
and a few bier's were consumed, we did not even come close to the famous quote from 
the uptight character and ROTC leader Doug Neidermeyer:  "And most recently of all, a 
'Roman Toga Party' was held from which we have received more than two dozen 
reports of individual acts of perversion SO profound and disgusting that decorum 
prohibits listing them here."   
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