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A breathtaking gallop toward enemy lines saves the life of his commander and wins  
Orderly Sergeant Conrad Schmidt the Medal of Honor. 

 

 

This action took place at the Third Battle of Winchester, the Valley Campaign, September 19, 1864. 

Captain Rodenbough had just returned to command the Regiment from being wounded at the Battle of 

Trevilian Station June 11, 1864. Rodenbough finally received his Medal of Honor for his actions at 

Trevilian Station on September 21, 1893.  Schmidt did not receive the Medal of Honor either until years 

after the Civil War finally receiving his award on March 16, 1896.   Remember Your Regiment and Follow 

Your Officers. 
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Editor’s Notes 

 

The Current Edition 

This edition of The Thoroughbred is dedicated to my friend Tom Stewart, who for ten years was the 

editor and publisher. Tom passed away on September 7th; his obituary is found in the Fiddler’s Green 

pages.  Concurrently it is also dedicated to his great wife Sue Ellen who continued to edit when Tom was 

the publisher and I did the writing. 

This edition has a wide variety of stories and news items.  As we did for the last edition, there are two 

versions.  A paper version for those who are not computer connected and this  electronic edition which 

totals over fifty pages with eighteen plus focusing on 1864 and the Civil War. 

I anticipate the next edition around early spring; several stories have already been developed. 

Change as a Way of Life 

One of the best pieces of advice I ever received as a career noncommissioned officer came from a 

company commander who said:  “There is nothing constant about the Army but constant change.  Once 

you understand that, you will understand the Army.”  Thank you Colonel (Retired) Corliss W. Mitchell. 

July brought change in the Regimental leadership.  We wish the 78th Colonel John V. Meyer III and his 

current Regimental CSM Martin S. Celestine, the very best as the current “Dragoon-era”  

Regiment meets change after change after change in their NATO missions.  Constant change is a fact of 

life of the Cavalry.   

 One of my favorite stories dealing with types of people came from the 52d Colonel of the Blackhorse 

Regiment Tom White.  He often commented to his troops the difference between involvement and 

commitment.  He said:  “The best example I can use is when you have bacon and eggs for breakfast, the 

chicken is involved but the pig is committed.”    2015 will be my last year committed to writing and 

editing The Thoroughbred as I turn 75.  It’s time for someone younger. 

Where is the Future for the Association? 

I hope in the two editions for 2015 we have serious dialog on the future of this Association.  We have 

been around since 1898; we are the longest serving fraternal veterans’ organization in the United States.  

The Association was not a part of my life in 1959 in Amberg or 1979 in Bindlach; but it became much 

more important to me when I grew older and more so after I retired.  That is a fact of life whether we 

served in World War II, the Cold War armored cavalry, or in recent years as modern “Dragoon-era” 

cavalry soldiers, we remember the good things and want to share those with the younger generations. 

Ned Devereaux, Editor   
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Presidents Message 

October 13, 2014 

My Fellow Dragoons,  

In September I flew to Portland, Oregon to spend a few days with Ned Devereaux.  This trip was 

motivated by Ned’s offer of hospitality and my desire to attend the funeral of one of our own, LTC(Ret) 

Tom Stewart.  Tom’s ceremony was at the Tahoma National Cemetery outside Tacoma, Washington, 

where I spent the day with Tom, his family and many friends at very special farewell to a great 

friend.  Tom Stewart was a long-time supporter of our Association.  Besides being a Board member for 

17 years, he also ran a version of our “Spur of the Moment,” spent ten years writing The Thoroughbred, 

and another eight years plus, assisted by his wife Sue Ellen, as the publisher.  I feel honored to have 

represented you all at Tom’s memorial and his farewell.  It was the least I, as your President, could do 

for someone who loved the Regiment, had the honor of commanding 2/2 ACR, and was unquestionably 

was a true Cavalryman at heart.  I will miss him! 

I also want to thank all the members of the Association who stepped up to help us over the past eight 

years while I have been the Association President.  This group ranges from members who attended a 

funeral at the last minute, to people like Board member John Walker, who lives and works in 

Switzerland, and willingly opens his ski chalet free of charge to members of the Regiment and their 

families to ski and enjoy the beautiful town of Arosa.  It also includes at least one member who has 

taken on a mission to find an MIA from World War II in what is now the Czech Republic.  These are just a 

few of those who give of their time, talent, and treasure (T3) on behalf of our Association. 

The Editor has referred to change as a constant in his message, and I would like to briefly address this 

point.  At our reunion in Valley Forge in October next year, new leadership will assume the helm for the 

Association.  Advancing age is a reasonable cause to retire from full time volunteering; not a lack of 

commitment to our Association.  We are seeking people who understand that change is necessary and 

are willing to commit time, talent and treasure to be successful.  The task of replacing volunteers is not 

easy so I ask each of you to considering stepping up for consideration as we replace our president, board 

members, Thoroughbred Editor and “Spur of the Moment” Manager.  We need your help and have a 

short year to get the right volunteers in place on this schedule.   

In the meantime several of us are looking at where we are, changes in the world of deployments, and 

where we should reasonably expect to focus for the future.  This is a crucially import task as we seek 

ways to remain “relevant” as an organization.  If you have ideas or suggestions on this topic please 

contact me, Ned Devereaux, Frank Hurd or Chris Golden.  We are challenged to communicate with the 

serving regiment and that can be successfully done only we they perceive us as “relevant”.  I 

recommend you link to the Board minutes second and third pages where we have started the dialog for 

change.  I have asked Ned Devereaux, The Thoroughbred Editor, to seek out and gather ideas from the 

members on where they would like to see their Association go over the next several years.  He is easily 

reached via email at thoroughbrededitor@gmail.com. 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=i6tau7bab&oeidk=a07e7zap29ff04c7c61
http://www.myswitzerland.com/en-us/arosa.html
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Finally I wanted to thank the Association members who traveled to Vilseck in support of Regimental 

activities this year.  Our presence means a lot to the men and women of the regiment.  I always enjoy 

my trips “back to the regiment” and I hope you take the time to make the trip too as your time and 

treasure permit!     

Toujours Prêt!  

 

Bill Bewley, President 

“Dragoon for Life”  
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Board of Governor’s Minutes 
30 June 2014 

ADMINISTRATIVE STATUS 

Meeting was called to order 1100 hours on Monday 30 June 2014.  The following Board members were 
present:  GEN John Tilelli, Bill Bewley, Frank Hurd, Chris Golden, Bill Berry, John Walker, Tom Molino, 
Tim White, and Vic Martinez.  Honorary Colonel John Eberle and Recorder Ned Devereaux were also 
participants. 

Not available included Bill Heidner, Roger Blackwood, Jim Van Patten, John Hillen, Tom Stewart and 
Mike Davis.  COL D.A. Sims and Museum Director Ryan Meyer were also unavailable to talk with us from 
Germany due to block leave and joint activities with the 12th Panzer Division. 

GEN John Tilelli, Chairman of the Board:  GEN Tilelli thanked those available to attend the Board meeting 
and especially thanked those who met with COL John V. Meyer, 78th Colonel (Designee) of the Regiment 
recently in Washington DC. 

ORGANIZATIONAL STATUS 

Minutes:  From 13 December 2013 as presented were approved as read. Motion to Accept 
Minutes/Second/Passed.  

Financial Status:  First six months income of $18,844.38 including a $220 donation from the HHT Coffee 
Group; expenses of $15, 394.03.  Income over expenses of $3,450.35; a check will be written for $2,500 
to the Association Scholarship recipient leaving $950.35 as net income.  Operations Account contains 
$43,357.29; Reserve Account $33,508.83 for a total balance of $76.866.12.  Motion to Accept Financial 
Report/Second/Passed. 

STATUS-PROJECTS 

Regimental Homecoming 21-24 May.  There were 24-25 Association members and family/friend who 
attended this wonderful event.  We were treated as special guests.  The Association hosted a dinner on 
the first night in a local Gasthaus; fifty people attended.  Of special note was our invitation to and 
attendance of both new building name dedications. 

At the Regimental picnic, Association President Bill Bewley was the recipient of the first annual Reed 
Award.  This award is given to the Association member who best represents contributions to both the 
Regiment and the Association. 

Reed Museum and Regimental Heritage Center:  “You would be very proud of the museum, the support 
by the Regiment and the community” were the words used by Association President Bill Bewley to 
describe their visit.  He further reported that the Army Historical Foundation awarded the Reed Museum 
it’s “Best Museum Activity of the Year for 2014” and included a $1,000 donation to the Museum.  A 
motion was made to match that $1,000 from the Association.  Motion was Made/Seconded/ Passed. 

The Association will be the trustee of these funds on behalf of the Museum.  Chris Golden was tasked to 
notify both the Regiment and Ryan Meyer at the Reed Museum. 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=i6tau7bab&oeidk=a07e7zap29ff04c7c61
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Scholarship:  Tom Molino reported that Nathan Scott Bergfelt, son of Benjamin R. Bergfelt, former 
commander of L Troop 3/2 ACR (1986-89) was the 2014 recipient.  Nathan attends the University of 
Oregon and is majoring in Graphic Arts with a minor in Spanish.  Contact by The Thoroughbred editor has 
been made with the recipient. 

There were ten applicants, the completion was tough but Nathan was a unanimous selection. 

During the discussion it was noted two other serving Troopers of the Regiment and one former Trooper 
of the Regiment were also in the competition.  Board Member John Walker suggested there were 
alternatives to also assist current/former Troopers.  Tom Molino and John Walker were to discuss this 
off-line and report back to the Board. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Regimental Change of Command:  The change of command is scheduled for 15 July 2014.  Chris Golden 
and John Walker will represent the Association.  Concurrent with attending, Chris and John along with 
Ryan Meyer will visit Bad Kotzting (near Cham and the Czech Republic) where the Regiment provided 
support in the way of horses (captured in the Lipizzaner Rescue) for a local ceremony circa 1945-1946.  
They intend to brief the RCO and Squadron Commanders on what the ceremony is all about in hopes it 
can receive some Regimental support in the future. 

 On-Line Auction:  Tom Molino has several framed Don Stivers Regimental Prints he would like to see 
sold as they have downsized to a condo.  He proposed that these would be offered “on-line” and he 
would split the proceeds 50/50 after the costs of shipping.  Motion was made to accept his 
offer/seconded/passed unanimously.  

Chris Golden was tasked to manage this either through E-Bay or some other means. 

Note: A brief discussion occurred concerning Dragoon Base being out of order.  The problem glitch has 
been fixed and the site is back operational.  Chris was asked to continue to monitor its functions and to 
assist Dave Gettman as necessary. 

Repurpose the Organization:  Bill Bewley started the discussion by pointing out that with the Regiment 
not deployed much of what we have done in the past (i.e., Wounded Warrior, attending funerals) is no 
longer needed.  That mission takes a back seat until the next deployment. 

Bill suggested that the mission should now be focused on supporting the heritage and traditions of the 
Regiment; a legacy focus.  This is and will continue to be a major challenge for our Association.  Some 
initial thoughts included: 

 Discretionary fund management for the Reed Museum; 

 Teaching the history of the Association and our relevance with them; 

 Communicating with the Regimental and Squadron Commanders and their CSM’s and into the 
ranks of the Troopers. 

 Assisting the local chapter financially in hosting Officer and Senior NCO Calls; 

 Having a specific Board of Governors as a Point of Contact for each of the Squadrons. 
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Succession of Officers: 

Bill Bewley announced that with the reunion in Valley Forge, he would no longer serve as President.  At 
that point, he will have served as President for ten years.  That gives the Association sixteen months to 
find a replacement. 

Bill ended the meeting by reminding the Board of Governors that long-serving Board Member and 
former Editor and publisher of The Thoroughbred Tom Stewart was ailing and to keep him and his wife 
Sue in their thoughts and prayers. 

Funeral Services:  Questions were asked about attendance at two recent funerals.  The 60th Colonel’s 
funeral was attended by Chris and Bobbi Golden, Claudio Poiani, Nick Kreeb, and Ned Devereaux.  LTG 
(Retired) Julius W. Becton; former VII Corps CG also attended the 23 May service.   

CSM (Ret) Vic Martinez attended the funeral and interment at Riverside National Cemetery for former 
Regimental CSM Curtis C. Patton on 24 June. RCSM Patton with also the 60th Colonel’s first Regimental 
CSM.  Bill Bewley had approved spending up to $75 for flowers for the service from the Association; 
these funds were expended. 

Alibis:  None were offered. 

MEETING CLOSED:  The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 hours. 

Ned Devereaux 

Recorder 

Return to INDEX 
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Regimental Names in the News 

77th Colonel D. A. Sims II, assumed duties as the Chief of Staff, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Carson.  His 
Regimental CSM Wilbert E. Engram assumed duties as the CSM of the Infantry School, Fort Benning, 
Georgia on August 18, 2014.  We wish both of these current “Dragoon” veterans of the Regiment our 
very best wishes as they continue their Army careers. 

CSM Michael Callaghan-McCann, a former Company F 1SG was reassigned from Vilseck after five years 
with the Regiment including deployments to Afghanistan, and assumed new duties on 21 May 2014 as 
the 1st Battalion 3rd Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) CSM at Fort Myer, Virginia.  Almost immediately 
he and his battalion along with all officers and noncommissioned officers were part of the flag detail 
preparing Arlington for Memorial Day.  CSM Callaghan-McCann and his commander were also quiet 
observers of the burial ceremony for the 60th Colonel, Robert E. Wagner, held the Friday before 
Memorial Day.  (Photo in electronic edition.) 

CSM (Retired) Roger P. Blackwood; former Regimental Command Sergeant Major for the 71st Colonel 
was heading to Vilseck in May 2014 to welcome home the Regiment when his plans were side tracked.  
CSM Blackwood wrote: 

“ Unfortunately I will not be able to attend.  As a former RCSM, with heartfelt attachment to the 
Regiment, it is a very personal regret.”  He went on to report that the Army was conducting a 
new "pilot" CSM/SGM Executive Education Course at the U.S. Army War College.  CSM Blackwood was 
selected as a facilitator and mentor for the course 19-31 May. He also met with former 1st Squadron 
Operations Sergeant Major Raymond F. Chandler III in his current role as Sergeant Major of the Army, 
as part of his facilitator/mentor duties.    

He ended his note by writing:  “Again, my regrets.  The Regiment and all will be in my thoughts, and 
most assuredly within my heart.” 

Retired CSM James E. Van Patten was honored in August by the U.S. Army Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological and Nuclear School in Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.  The school created the RCSM James E. Van 
Patten Distinguished Graduate Award for the Advanced Leaders Course. Van Patten spent 30 years in 
the Army's Chemical Corps.  He also served as the 7th Regimental Command Sergeant Major from 1998-
2001.   Earlier he had served with the 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment in the C&C Squadron as the last 
CSM and as the 1SG 87th Chemical Troop; he currently serves on the 2d Cavalry Association's Board of 
Governors. 
 
Van Patten still serves the US Army as the Director of US. Army Garrison Bavaria Directorate of Plans, 
Training, Mobilization, and Security in Grafenwohr.  He recently was recognized as one of the 2012 
Installation Management Command Stalwart award winners, essentially one of six Civilians of the Year. 
 
The Army's Bavarian News reported: "After 40 years in government service, Van Patten is still looking 
ahead at the next challenge. But he said having an award named after you is an honor and achievement 
that will be tough to beat. 'I'm not even dead yet, and they are naming something after me,' he laughed. 
'That's pretty cool.' " 
 

COL Joe Kraczyck, former Command & Control Squadron and 3rd Squadron Commander and later 
commanded a brigade in the 3d Armored Division attended the Regimental return.  COL Kraczyck, along 
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with some former Amberg Troopers, visited former and long serving 3d Squadron CSM Terry Chittick at 
the Krankenhaus in Amberg following the Regimental return celebration.  

 CSM Chittick has subsequently been released and is recovering further at home.  We old Cold War 
soldiers who knew or served with Terry are delighted with the news. 

The Old Tiger Herwarth Metzel from Rehau, a fixture in 1st Squadron during the Border Years was also 
unable to attend the Vilseck gathering.  He wrote:  “I am proud to be a member of the Cavalry 
Association. I am sorry not to be able to go to the…anniversary.  I am fighting my last campaign, but I 
know I cannot be winning…Toujours Pret.”  We wish the Old Tiger the very best and missed him in 
Vilseck at the 178th birthday party. 

BG Jim Blackburn, 75th Colonel, assumed the duties of Deputy Commanding General (Maneuver), 3rd 
Infantry Division at Fort Stewart, Georgia on May 5, 2014.  The 75th Colonel came from Afghanistan 
serving as Deputy CG, International Security Assistance Force Joint Command, a III Corps element.  
Congratulations to his youngest son Ben who graduated from high school in Fairfax, VA in June 2014. 
 

COL Omar J. Jones IV, former 2d Squadron commander (January 2009 to July 2011 and deployed to 
Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom) relinquished command of the 2nd Armored 
Brigade Combat Team, (“War Horse” )4th Infantry Division at Camp Buehring, Kuwait on June 9, 2014.  
He assumed command the summer of 2012 and immediately prepared the brigade to deploy to the 
Middle East.  Following his change of command, COL Jones will take up Executive Officer duties at U.S. 
Central Command at MacDill Air Force Base Florida. 

COL John ‘Lanier’ Ward, the 65th Colonel of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment (The Blackhorse) and 
former Regimental S-3 for former 2d Cavalry Regimental Commanders Terry Wolf and Bradley May, 
gave up command of The Blackhorse Regiment at Fort Irwin on July 1, 2014. A 1988 graduate of the US 
Military Academy, ‘Lanier’ Ward was serving as the Regimental S-3 in Operation Iraqi Freedom 1 (OIF1) 
when he was severely wounded in Baghdad  spending a year recovering from his wounds at Brooke 
Army Medical Center.  COL Ward, who served as the 1st Armored Division’s G-3 in a subsequent 
assignment, returned to the Division at Fort Bliss as the Division Chief of Staff.  COL Ward is a Life 
Member of the 2d Cavalry Association.   

Return to INDEX 

 

  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=i6tau7bab&oeidk=a07e7zap29ff04c7c61


V o l u m e  I V ,  I s s u e  1 7                                                 P a g e  | 11 

 

 
2d Cavalry Association 

October 2014 

Keep Your Association Strong, Join/Renew On Line at:  ON LINE 
 

Regimental Leadership Changes 

On July 15, 2014 in front of assembled members of the Regiment, aided by two dozen members of the 

Association and their family members, the entire senior Regimental leadership changed positions.  The 

basic information is quoted from the Regimental Website. 

77th Colonel of the Regiment Douglas A. Sims II relinquished command to the 78th Colonel John V. Meyer 

II.  In the 77th’s comment he remarked: 

‘Today, the Dragoons on our field represent all that is good in our country, all that is good in our 

military, and all that is good in Bavaria…It is an honor, beyond words, to have been able to call myself a 

member of this formation."  

 

As the Troops said goodbye to Sims, they also gave a warm welcome to Col. John V. Meyer II, who also 

emphasized his commitment to the Troops and their families. 

Along with the Regimental change of command, all six squadrons participated in their own Change of 

Command Ceremonies, where the new commanders for the squadrons assumed command of their 

Troops. 

 

The new commanders are Lt. Col. Michael C. Manner, 1st Squadron; Lt. Col. Theodore A. Johnson, 2nd 

Squadron; Lt. Col. Timothy P. Payment, 3rd Squadron; Lt. Col. Jonathan L. Due, 4th Squadron; Lt. Col. 

Deric J. Holbrook, Fires Squadron and Lt. Col. Joseph Williams Jr., Regimental Support Squadron. 

 

During the ceremony, the unit's newest squadron was activated, the Regimental Engineer Squadron. The 

RES's commander is Lt. Col. Alexander G. Deraney and the senior enlisted advisor for the squadron is 

Command Sgt. Maj. Curtis D. Hopkins. 

 

There was also a change of responsibility held for the 29th Regimental Command Sergeant Major, 

Command Sgt. Maj. Wilbert E. Engram Jr., as he turned the command of his Troops over to the incoming 

30th Regimental Command Sergeant Major, Command Sgt. Maj. Martin S. Celestine.    

As the ceremony ended, Meyer made sure to remind those in attendance that the sacrifices of the few 

have not been forgotten by the many. ‘Take pride in your Regiment. The longest serving Regiment in the 

United States Army," said Meyer. ‘Always remember your Regiment.’ 

Editor Note:  D.A. Sims, outgoing Regimental Commander served first as Deputy Regimental Commander in Iraq, 

commanded 1
st

 Squadron in Afghanistan, and then returned to command the Regiment serving again in 

Afghanistan 2013-14.  A true Dragoon; Toujours Pret Colonel Sims.  

The Editor. 

Return to INDEX 
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The 78th Commander of the Regiment 

On July 15, 2015 the Regiment welcomed Colonel John V. Meyer III as the 78th Colonel of the Regiment 

replacing D.A Sims.  Commissioned in Armor on graduation from Virginia Military Institute in 1993, he 

began his career as a platoon leader,  company executive officer and battalion motor officer with the 1st 

Battalion 8th Cavalry at Fort Hood and Kuwait.  He next served at Fort Riley, Kansas as Brigade Plans 

Officer, 3d Brigade (“Bulldogs”) 1st Armored Division before becoming first commander of Alpha 

Company 1st Battalion 13th Armor and later commanded Headquarters and Headquarters company. 

Colonel Meyer followed Fort Riley with staff positions in the Pentagon before attending Command and 

General Staff Officer Course at Fort Leavenworth.  His experience and training was helpful as he then 

served as the 1st Infantry Division G-3 Plans officer in Wurzburg, followed by consecutive assignments as 

Battalion S-3, 1st Battalion 26th Infantry in Schweinfurt and Baghdad, and Brigade S-3, 172d Infantry 

Brigade in Grafenwohr and Babil, Iraq. In 2010, Colonel Meyer commanded the 2d Battalion 28th Infantry 

in combat operations in East Pakita, Afghanistan. 

He then took a break from the Grafenwohr/Vilseck area, and returned to the United States to attend the 

Naval War College, followed by an assignment of Director of Training for G3/5/5, Forces Command at 

Fort Bragg. 

Among his awards and decorations, he has the Bronze Star Medal (2 Oak Leaf Clusters-OLC), Meritorious 

Service Medal (3 OLC), Joint Service Commendation Medal, Army Commendation Medal (4 OLC) and 

Army Achievement Medal (2 OLC). 

The Association welcomes Colonel Meyer as the 78th Colonel of the Regiment.  With his experience in 

both Armor and Infantry, he brings “Dragoon skills” to the Regiment that started as Dragoons in 1836.  

Return to INDEX 
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The 30th Regimental Sergeant Major 

The newly appointed Regimental Command Sergeant Major, Command Sgt. Maj. Martin S. Celestine 

entered the Army on August 28, 1990 and completed his One Station Unit Training at Fort Benning. He 

later completed Basic Bradley Crew Training at Fort Benning as well. 

RCSM Celestine has served in every leadership position in the Infantry from Team Leader, Bradley 

Section Sergeant, Squad leader, Platoon Sergeant, First Sergeant, Operations Sergeant Major and 

Command Sergeant Major.  He has served in the 3d Infantry Division with the 2nd Battalion 15th 

Infantry in Schweinfurt; 1st Battalion 5th Cavalry 1st Cavalry Division Fort Hood; 1st Battalion 6th 

Infantry with the 3d Armored Division in Baumholder before returning again to the United States where 

he was once again assigned to Fort Benning.  CSM Celestine attended the Drill Sergeants Course and was 

later Drill Sergeant of the Year while serving with the 1st Battalion 19th Infantry.  He was transferred 

back to the 3d Infantry Division where he was a Platoon Sergeant and later First Sergeant in the 1st 

Battalion 15th Infantry before moving to be a First Sergeant in the 1st Battalion 30th Infantry. 

The RCSM left Fort Benning to serve as a Senior Enlisted Military Instructor in the ROTC program of the 

University of Central Florida.  He was later transferred to Camp Casey, Korea where he was assigned as 

First Sergeant 1st Battalion 72d Armor (“aka First Tank”). 

He returned to Fort Benning again to serve as First Sergeant 3rd Battalion 47th Infantry, Basic Combat 

Training Brigade, and on his promotion to Sergeant Major, served as the Operations Sergeant Major for 

the 3d of the 47th Infantry. RCSM Celestine returned to Germany to serve as the CSM for the 

Multinational Counter Improvised Explosive Device Observer Controller Training Team, Joint 

Multinational Training Center in Hohenfels. He later assumed duties as the 1st Squadron CSM. 

In addition to his NCOES courses, he found time in addition to Drill Sergeant School to attend the Ranger 

School, Airborne School, and graduated from the United States Army Sergeants Major Academy, Class 

60.  RCSM Celestine also has earned a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice from Troy State University 

and a Certificate of Training in Homeland Security from Webster University.   Return to INDEX 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=i6tau7bab&oeidk=a07e7zap29ff04c7c61
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FALLEN DRAGOONS 

CPL Timothy McGriff, from Stony Point, North Carolina, died on May 9, 2014 from an apparent heart 

attack at his home in Grafenwoehr Germany. CPL McGriff was assigned to Forward Support Troop, 2d 

Squadron, 2d Cavalry Regiment, Rose Barracks, Germany.  He deployed with 2d Squadron, 2d Cavalry 

Regiment on the most recent deployment to Afghanistan.    

 

 SSG Anthony (Tony) Wayne Auld died on 3 September 2014 as a result of injuries received during an 

automobile accident.   SSG Auld was assigned to Comanche Troop, 1st Squadron, 2d Cavalry Regiment, 

Rose Barracks, Germany.  He was married and his wife Kasey accompanied him to Germany.  Originally 

from Boling, Texas, he enlisted first in the Texas National Guard and deployed with his unit to Bosnia- 

Herzegovina in 2003-2004. In August 2009 he went on active duty as was stationed as an infantryman at 

Fort Polk deploying with his unit to Afghanistan in 2010-2011.  In April 2012, SSG Auld was transferred to 

Germany and Apache Troop, 1st Squadron 2d Cavalry Regiment.  In 2013 he deployed again to 

Afghanistan and returned from “down range” as a Squad Leader in Comanche Troop. In addition to his 

wife, he is survived by his mother Karen, and a large extended family including in-laws, aunts and uncles, 

many nieces, nephews and cousins.  SSG Auld was buried in Wharton, Texas on September 19, 2014.  

Return to INDEX 
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FIDDLER’S GREEN 

 

 

Curtis Conley Patton 

 

Command Sergeant Major (CSM) Curtis C. Patton, from Big Stone Gap, Virginia, enlisted in the U.S. Army 

on May 3, 1950 at the age of seventeen.  Following Basic Training at Fort Indian Town Gap, 

Pennsylvania, he was assigned to the 4th Reconnaissance Battalion in Austria.  The battalion had the 

mission of patrolling the military demarcation line along the Danube River directly opposite Soviet forces 

occupying Austria and Czechoslovakia.   He was promoted from Private to Sergeant First Class (E-6) in 27  

months and completed several training schools and courses, including the Noncommissioned Officer 

Academy and the Mountain, Ski and Glacier Climbing School. 

In 1955, he was reassigned as a Platoon Sergeant in the 8th Reconnaissance Company, 8th Infantry 

Division, Fort Carson, Colorado with the mission of training Special Forces in winter and summer 

mountain tactics and subsequently providing Basic Training to newly inducted Soldiers in preparation for 

the Division’s GYROSCOPE movement to Germany.  

After seventeen weeks of training at the Armor School, Fort Knox, Kentucky, he was assigned as a 

Platoon Sergeant in the 3d Reconnaissance Squadron, 8th Infantry Division in Germany.  Upon 

completing Airborne training with the 11th Airborne Division, he served in the Airborne Reconnaissance 

Troop of the Squadron until 1958 when he volunteered to go to Lebanon as a tank commander in the 

510th Tank Battalion. 

Following completion of mission of U.S. Forces standing by for operations in Lebanon, he was reassigned 

in 1959 as a Platoon Sergeant in the 2d Reconnaissance Squadron, 8th Cavalry, 4th Infantry Division, Fort 

Lewis, Washington.  In 1960, his Division was deployed to Germany as part of the U.S. Army’s 

reinforcement of U.S. Army, Europe during the Soviet’s brutal crackdowns in Eastern Europe.  After his 

unit returned to Fort Lewis in 1962, his unit was deployed again back to Germany in response to further 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=i6tau7bab&oeidk=a07e7zap29ff04c7c61
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Soviet threats along the Iron Curtain.  While at Fort Lewis, he volunteered to be part of a unit testing 

helicopter air mobile concepts. 

In 1963, Sergeant First Class Patton was assigned as the Platoon Sergeant/Platoon Leader of the Long 

Range Reconnaissance Patrol of the 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment, Merrell Barracks, Nuremberg, 

Germany.  Later, in 1964, he was assigned as a tank commander in L Troop, 3d Squadron at Pond 

Barracks, Amberg, Germany.  

In 1965, he was assigned as the Scout Platoon Sergeant, 2d Battalion, 32d Infantry, 7th Infantry Division 

at Camp Casey, Korea.  In early 1966, after volunteering for a direct intra-theater assignment to 

Vietnam, he was instead sent to Fort Irwin, California and assigned as the Scout Platoon Sergeant of the 

2d Battalion, 34th Armor, 4th Infantry Division which was beginning training for deployment to Vietnam.  

He was promoted to Sergeant First Class (E-7) and completed Jungle Warfare School in Panama.  Upon 

returning, he trained the Battalion’s Scout Platoon and deployed the unit to Vietnam in 1966.  There, he 

served in heavy combat with the unit north of Saigon in 1966-67. 

In 1967, SFC Patton served as an Advisor in a Vietnamese armored cavalry troop, and with Advisory 

Team 87 at Xuan Loc.  He extended again and was assigned to Advisory Team 100 in the Capital Military 

District in Saigon.  He was in Saigon during the 1968 Communist Tet Offensive and was involved in some 

serious combat. 

After being denied another extension in Vietnam, he was sent to Germany where he served a short stint 

as the Scout Platoon Sergeant, 3d Battalion, 32d Armor, 3d Armored Division at Friedberg.  He again 

volunteered for combat duty in Vietnam and returned to Vietnam. 

Back in Vietnam, he was assigned to the 7th Squadron, 1st Air Cavalry operating in the Mekong Delta 

where he was a Scout Platoon Sergeant and a Scout Observer on an OH-6 Scout Helicopter.  After being 

shot down twice, he was promoted to Master Sergeant (E-8) and was no longer allowed to fly combat 

missions, instead serving as a Troop First Sergeant. 

In 1970, chaffing to get back directly into the fight, he extended again and was assigned to Advisory 

Team 85  in Vinh Long Province as an Operations Advisor to the Deputy Province Chief.  He served in 

that capacity until 1972 when the United States began the final withdrawal of all US Forces.  He stayed 

until he was ordered back to the United States.  In all, he served six years in combat assignments during 

the Vietnam War. 

He was assigned duty as a First Sergeant of B Troop, 1st Squadron, 3d Armored Cavalry Regiment at Fort 

Bliss, Texas until his reassignment  in 1974 to Germany as First Sergeant, Headquarters and 

Headquarters Troop, 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment, Merrell Barracks, Nuremberg, Germany.  In 1975, 

he was selected for promotion to Sergeant Major (E-9) and served as the Regiment’s Operations 

Noncommissioned Officer.  In 1976, he was selected to be the Command Sergeant Major of the 3d 

Squadron, 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment, Pond Barracks, Amberg, Germany.  He served in the Squadron 

until 1978 when he was selected to be the Command Sergeant Major of the 2d Armored Cavalry 

Regiment, Nuremberg, Germany, a position he held until 1980. CSM Patton was the first African-
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American Regimental Sergeant Major selected and was noted for his mentoring of both officers and 

noncommissioned officers in the Regiment.  (See Companion Story, Operation Striper.) 

In 1980, CSM Patton served as the Command Sergeant Major of the 3d Training Brigade at Fort Dix, New 

Jersey.   Subsequently, he was selected by the Commanding General of Fort Dix to be the Post Command 

Sergeant Major and served in that capacity until he retired on July 1, 1981 with over 30 years of 

distinguished service to the Army and Nation, 21 of which were foreign service.  

During his years in the Army, he played 14 seasons of Service football for teams in Austria, Germany, 

Korea and the United States, being selected All-Star and All-Army multiple times. 

CSM Patton’s military education includes the Noncommissioned Officers’ Academy, Mountain, Ski and 

Glacier Climbing School, Aerial Observer Course, Military Intelligence School, Chemical, Nuclear and 

Biological Course, Armor Noncommissioned Officer Tank Commander’s Course, Jungle Warfare School, 

Mine and Demolition School, Counter-Insurgency School and Basic Airborne School.  His civilian 

education includes two years of college at a community college and the University of Texas, El Paso with 

a major in Business Administration. 

Among his many awards and decorations are the Silver Star, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star with V Device, 
three Bronze  Stars for Meritorious Service, one Purple Heart,  two Meritorious Service Medals, ten Air 
Medals, ten Good Conduct Medals, three Army Commendation Medals, two Vietnamese Crosses of 
Gallantry with Palm, the Vietnamese Honor Medal, 2d Class, the Presidential Unit Citation, Meritorious 
Unit Citation, Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm Unit Citation, Combat Infantryman Badge, Air 
Crewman Badge, Vietnamese Combat Tanker Badge, Jungle Warfare Patch, Mountain, Ski and Glacier 
Climbing Badge, and the Parachutist Badge. 

Upon retirement, CSM Patton served as a Security Supervisor for several years in Southern California.  

He lived in El Paso, Texas, Colton, California and lastly, until his death on June 12, 2014 at the age of 82 

with his wife, Blanca, in Beaumont, California. 

Thomas Wayne Stewart February 15, 1940 – September 7, 2014 

Tom Stewart, seventeen year member of the Board of Governors and long time editor and publisher of 

The Thoroughbred, passed away after a lingering illness.  His funeral was held at the Tahoma National 

Cemetery on Friday September 19, 2014. 

Tom was born in Las Vegas, Nevada and was given an early responsibility to care for his two younger 

brothers after his father and oldest brother both died.  Upon graduation from high school, Tom 

graduated from the University of Wyoming where he studied history, took Reserve Officer Training 

Program (ROTC) training, and was a member of Alpha Tau Omega (ATO) fraternity.  It was at Wyoming 

he met his future wife of 50+ years, Sue Ellen Howard, who would wait stateside during two tours to 

Vietnam, and raise the family on bases in Germany, North Carolina, Kentucky, Kansas, Ohio, and 

California over the next 20 years. 
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In his 20+ year military career beginning in 1963, Tom spent two tours in Vietnam.  The first was as an 

advisor with the 3d South Vietnamese Army’s 3d Cavalry Squadron.  There he served first with the Tank 

Troop and later with the M113 mounted cavalry.  This “Dragoon-like” cavalry squadron received the US 

Presidential Unit Citation for its efforts during Tet 1968.  A high-honor indeed.  After tank company 

command and further military schooling, Tom subsequently served as a Brigade Assistant Operations 

Officer, Squadron Operations Officer and A Troop commander in combat with the 3d Squadron 5th 

Cavalry in northern Quang Tri providence. 

During a three and a half year assignment instructing cadets and directing ROTC at the University of 

Cincinnati and Xavier University, Tom mentored a dedicated cadre who all achieved remarkable army 

careers over the next three decades. Following this era was a path through increasingly important Cold 

War assignments in armored cavalry units at Fort Riley (1st Squadron 4th Cavalry) and his last command 

as commander of 2d Squadron 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment in Bamberg, Germany.  He retired in 1984 

as a Lieutenant Colonel. 

Tom worked in military contracting work near Fort Lewis before switching to tax preparation, running  

H&R Block offices, and then as a volunteer tax preparer for the needy for AARP TaxAide. 

Outside of his beloved work, Tom enjoyed following the Seahawks and Mariners, and he was an NCAA 

basketball fanatic for a long time.  In his eulogy, the eulogist quoted the following:  “He enjoyed a cold 

beer in the afternoon, a strong vodka cocktail after sunset, and he never met a vegetable that he liked.” 

His sons remember camping and hiking trips, baseball and soccer games, and many trips across the 

country with their father.  In addition to his wife Sue Ellen, Tom is survived by his two sons Tim and Don, 

daughters in law Kyoung Mi and Sarah, brother Bill, and by his two cherished grandsons, Teo and Will. 

The 75th Commander of the Regiment Jim Blackburn wrote when he learned of Tom’s death: 

“At my first reunion, I will never forget Tom saying "Do good, and never look back." I only knew him as a 
picture in 2nd Squadron's HQ before that. It's the personal mark that matters and I am, we all, are fortunate 
to be a Dragoons for Life! 75” 
 
Tom also leaves behind several friends and colleagues, all former members of the Regiment, and a great 

number of members of the Association, and “Dragoon’s for Life.” 

Editor’s  Note:  Thanks to oldest son Tim for the basic information found in this obituary and the family 

for letting me quote freely from the funeral program of my friend and one time publisher. 

Steve “Steve-O” Bowen, of Wilmington, North Carolina, died 7 May 2014 of wounds inflicted during his 

long battle with cancer. His courage in the face of his own mortality serves as an inspiration to all who 

knew him, and reflects great credit upon his family, friends, and service with the 2d Cavalry Regiment. 

Steve-O served in Bamberg from December 1978 to November 1981, first with G Troop as a FIST track 

driver, then with E Troop, H Company, and back to E Troop as a FIST Chief Fire Support Coordinator.   

Return to INDEX  
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Remembering the Regiment: Operation Striper 
 

"To care the most, to operate the best, to cover yourselves with glory"  
 

Editors Note:  To many a Regimental NCO in the late 1970's, we remember this as the opening 
statement to a remarkable noncommissioned officers training program instituted in the Regiment.  
Created and developed by the then 3rd Squadron Command Sergeant Major (1976-78) Curtis C. Patton, 
it was further developed and implemented throughout the Regiment when Patton served as Regimental 
CSM 1978-79. Under the 60th Colonel Robert E. Wagner, he directed his Regimental CSM Terry Trobough 
to strengthen the program and insure implementation. With the recent passing of former RCSM Patton, 
I felt this appropriate as part of a tribute to this most remarkable career noncommissioned officer. 
 
Operation Striper 
 
In his after action report The Dragoon Story, then Colonel Wagner wrote extensively of his philosophy of 
leadership and leadership well beyond “a basic leadership manual.”  For his version of Operation Striper, 
the program was developed around three themes: 
 

 Perform without officer supervision 

 Never walk away from a deficiency 

 Support the commander 
 
To achieve these three themes, Operation Striper involved four separate but intertwined legs. 
 

 Individual Training 

 Performance Counseling 

 NCO Education 

 Fiddler's Green (Quality of life initiatives).   
 
Noncommissioned officers conduct individual training in individual survival and MOS specific task skills.  
Each NCO was tasked to measure the performance of the individual survival skills, and as importantly, 
tracked these along with his 1SG, as to how well the noncommissioned officer supervisor did his job.  
Time was allotted twice a week before the morning formation to conduct this individual common skills 
training in many of the troop, companies and/or batteries. 
 
The philosophy behind performance counseling was positive, not negative.  "Tell a soldier what he has 
done something right, tell him what he has done something wrong, but always tell him when a job is 
well done."  This helped eliminate the "come here trooper I want to counsel you" negative mentality.   
 
One of the five key criteria for a professional military force has always included education of the force.  
No longer was sending a soldier to school a hit or miss proposition..."we can't afford to lose Trooper 
Smith" so the unit sends Trooper Scruffy...and in the end it is Trooper Scruffy who gets the promotions.   
 
Units were required to allow noncommissioned officers time, as a group, to train in leadership subjects.  
This could be simple a subject as duty rosters, to more complex, how the unit will be resupplied with  
food, ammo, fuel under simulated combat conditions.  The key was topics that supported training for 
upcoming missions and supporting the commander with “how to’s and why’s.”  
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Some 1SG’s instituted a "First Sergeant for the Week" program which helped train Platoon Sergeants in 
the duties and responsibilities of a 1SG. It also helped them understand the pressures of the duties of 
the 1SG. This also allowed the 1SG time to “manage by walking about” seeking problems and solutions 
bothering the unit and its efficient use of time and resources.  Some Squadron CSM’s did the same for 
the same reasons as listed above. 
 
The final leg of the program "Fiddler's Green" tied into quality of life of the soldiers.  These ranged from 
the simple:  bunk, wall locker, clean room, to unit trips to places like Spain. Anything that fit into the 
care of the soldier both on and off duty could be included in this last leg.  
 
Each 1SG in the Regiment had a different reading of his needs, and the needs identified by his 
commander.  The secret was to be able to take a topic and put it into one of the four legs, and then 
integrate the topic into the unit's training.    
 
In a time of transition from frequent downrange tours to a shrinking Army, it will be the 
Noncommissioned Officer again who will train and develop the young soldier just as he or she has been 
doing for centuries.  Operation Striper offers a guide or an outline of Noncommissioned Officer training 
so they can prepare the force for the next missions.  
 
The Creator of Operation Striper 

  
The creator of Operation Striper was Curtis Conley Patton whose obituary is included in this edition of 
The Thoroughbred. Curtis was a mentor of mine so I have a personal interest in his life and mourn his 
passing. 
 
Curtis Conley Patton was the first African-American appointed to the position of Regimental CSM.  
Patton had first served in Nurnberg with the Regimental LLRP's before moving to Amberg (3d Squadron) 
and later as the Regimental HHT1SG, and Regimental Operations Sergeant Major before being promoted 
and appointed CSM.   
 
Curtis Patton was a no-nonsense noncommissioned officer. He was a highly decorated Vietnam veteran 
and wonderful mentor to all officers and noncommissioned officers who would listen to him. He 
developed Operation Striper in part because both his Squadron Commander and Regimental 
Commander when he was a Squadron CSM had been enlisted soldiers and knew what Sergeant's should 
be doing. 
 
Patton believed in two distinct divisions of duties between the officers and noncommissioned officers.  
Officers did officer's business, and Sergeant's did "Sergeant's Business;" the care and training of the 
enlisted Troopers in the unit.  Patton tells a wonderful story after the program had proven successful in 
3rd Squadron, the unit commanders gathered together to complain to the Squadron Commander that 
Patton "acted as if I was the commanding officer and that I was giving their First Sergeants orders and so 
forth..."  Patton later figured that with the program being successful, that "the officers were getting 
bored."  Ned Devereaux  
Return to INDEX 
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Association President Honored at Vilseck 

By Frank Hurd 

 

Bill Bewley, the President of the 2d Cavalry Association, while visiting Vilseck 23 May 2014, was  

honored as the initial awardee of the Charles H. Reed Award.  The award is presented by the Colonel of 

the 2d Cavalry Regiment to an outstanding individual, not a current member of the Regiment, whose 

service and accomplishment in the Regiment’s interest exemplify personal devotion to the ideals 

expressed in the Regiment’s motto “Toujours Pret, Always Ready”.   

The Reed award is presented annually in conjunction with activates commemorating the Regiment’s 

founding on May 23, 1836.   In presenting the award to Bill Bewley, Colonel D.A. Sims, the 77th Colonel 

of the Regiment, highlighted Bewley’s leadership, duty and selfless service to the Regiment as the 

President of the Association during which time the Regiment has had three separate combat 

deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan.   His dedication to the Regiment, its families and those Dragoons 

wounded in action was particularly commended as was his leadership ensuring Regimental 

representation as the funerals and memorial services of fallen Dragoons.  There is no doubt that Bill’s 

outstanding service to the Regiment warrants this recognition and makes all within the Association 

proud.   

 

Return to INDEX 
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Reed Museum and Second Regiment of Dragoons Heritage Center Update 

 
 
From Museum Director Ryan Meyer, June 2014   
a General Blackburn most recently served as the Deputy   
Matthew J. Seelinger; Chief Historian/Editor, On Point; Army Historical Foundation sent the following 
to Ryan Meyer, Museum Curator: 
 
“On behalf of the Army Historical Foundation, I am pleased to announce that the Reed Museum & 
Second Regiment of Dragoons Heritage Center is the winner of a 2014 Army Historical Foundation 
Museum Excellence Award.  This award includes a plaque and $1,000 check.”  
 
Follow-Up From  Museum Director Ryan Meyer July 21, 2014 
 
“As everyone knows last week we had the [Regimental] Change of Command…I think everything went 
really well and I really enjoyed spending time with Chris Golden and John Walker. On Chris’s first night 
“in theater” he informed me that the Second Cavalry Association had voted to match the one-thousand 
dollar prize money that the Reed Museum received when we won the 2014 Army Historical Foundation 
Museum for Excellence dollar for dollar, giving us a budget of two-thousand dollars. 
 
I am writing everyone to say thank you, I am very humbled by the Associations support of the 
museum.  Chris and I agreed that the money would be best spent as an emergency fund to purchase 
identified artifacts that come up for sale on the market that will fill a gap in the museum 
collection.   Over the past several years I have had to pass on several very nice pieces due to the lack of 
funds, now we have something to work with and I am very excited at the prospects of adding something 
to the collection to better train/teach today’s Dragoons about yesterday’s Dragoons. 
 
It has truly been a honor to be part of this Regiment and given the responsibility as caretaker of its 
historical artifacts and museum.  I am looking forward to our continued partnership, and what 
tomorrow brings.” 
 
 From Museum Director Ryan Meyer July 10, 2014 
 
“I am extremely happy to announce that the Center for Military History has confirmed that they are 
dedicating $110,000 USD to the conservation and framing of several of our historic flags. 
 
“This is a big win for the Reed Museum and the 2d Cavalry Regiment.  The conservation and framing of 
these historic flags from WWII and the Constabulary periods of our history will allow us to display them 
and also insure that these will be around for future generations Dragoons to enjoy. “   
 
The preservation of Regimental flags has been a great concern to several of the Association members. It 
is good to know that effort is being taken to preserve this important part of our heritage as a Regiment.  
Editor. 
Return to INDEX 
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Short News Items of Interest 

Membership 

Please visit the membership website to join or renew your membership:   
 
Click Here:  MEMBERSHIP ON LINE 
 
Or paste the following URL to your browser:  
 
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=i6tau7bab&oeidk=a07e7zap29ff04c7c61 
 
If you wish to renew or join via mail please use the form at the end of this newsletter. 
 
Spur of the Moment 
 
 The Regimental Association Store “Spur of the Moment” provides 2d Cavalry unique items for sale to  
our members.  To order, go on line to http://www.Dragoon.org and order from the “Spur of the 
Moment” website. The website was recently brought up to current functional standards. 
 
One item that is common to all who have or serve with the Regiment today is our numbered 2d 
Dragoons belt buckle.  We have buckles hand for immediate sale and shipment for $35; postage 
included. 
 
Remembering our Cold War Border Years (1947-1991) we also have in stock the “2d Armored Cavalry  
Regiment, Since 1836” with Regimental unit crest centered and embroidered on the left breast polo  
shirt. There is no lettering on the sleeves.  The shirts come in red with white lettering, and are light 
weight and are a perfect way to advertise your Cold War service with the Regiment. The price is still only  
$37.00 in sizes small to 2XXL, postage included.  
 
For next summer and for the reunion at Valley Forge, tee shirts advertising the border years will again 
be offered.  The new version will honor the Regiment with the Coat of Arms on the front and the Border 
Map on the back.  The design, price and availability will be announced in the Spring 2015 edition of The 
Thoroughbred. 
 
 From the Association of the United States Army (AUSA), the following was taken from an electronic 
message sent to members on July 9, 2014. 
 
Experiences From the Battlefield: Combined Task Force-Dragoon, Kandahar  
 
The Vilseck, Germany-based 2nd Cavalry Regiment deployed to Kandahar, Afghanistan, from July 2013 
through April 2014, serving under the 4th Infantry Division Headquarters. The unit arrived in grueling 
120-degree heat at the height of the fighting season and took over the battle space previously covered 
by two brigades. Although the regiment's leaders shared the same overall mission, the specific tasks 
each leader performed varied widely from unit to unit.  
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The July 2014 issue of ARMY Magazine features a collection of stories that provide a glimpse into the 
experiences of 2nd Cavalry Regiment leaders during their recent deployment. Read More  
 

Dragoon Base 

Affiliated unofficially with the 2d Cavalry Association is the website Dragoon Base operated by Dave 
Gettman.  In early June a member reported the website could not be accessed.  Tacoma Dave reported 
back:  “A screw-up at NING.com had our address to Dragoon Base pointed at the wrong server.”  
Apparently the problem is fixed. 
Return to INDEX 
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The Story of “Hoo a” 
 

While we were at Gettysburg in October 2013, the 67th Colonel, Tom Molino remarked that there was 

more to the story of the Army expression “Hoo a”  He offered to send me proof that this saying, used 

today in countless formations and to inspire troops throughout the Army.  From Tom Molino’s email 

post-Gettysburg: 

 

“When then Chief of Staff of the Army General Gordon Sullivan spoke to the recently returned to CONUS 

[Continental United States] 2d Cav, he told us that our Regiment was the source of the universally used 

term, HOO-AH.  After the talk I asked the Chief where he got that info and he gave me the attached 

piece of paper which he said came from the Army historians. In cleaning out my piles of "stuff" I just 

uncovered this gem and thought it worthy of The Thoroughbred.” 

 

Since the copy sent is beyond my capability to show what the 67th sent, I offer the reader a clean copy of 

what was exactly on the page, a description of the event and a poem from his email. 

 

“HOUGH (hoo-a) 

    

     “‘Hough’ the familiar army sentiment which roughly means; ‘can do’ or ‘good job’ has its origins with 

the Second Dragoons in Florida in 1841.  In an attempt to end the war with the Seminoles, a meeting 

was arranged with Chief Coacoochee.  After the meeting a banquet ensured.  Officers of the garrison 

made a variety of toasts such as ‘here’s to luck!’ and ‘the old grudge’ before drinking.  Coacoochee 

asked Gopher John, an interpreter, the meaning of what they said.  The interpreter explained that ‘It 

means, How d’ye do!’ whereupon the Chief with great dignity lifted his cup, and elevating it above his 

head, exclaimed in a deep, guttural, and triumphant voice, ‘HOUGH.’ “ 

 

Readers can find this same story, abeit a little different, in Theophilus F. Rodenbough’s great history of 

the early Regiment From Everglade to Canyon with the Second United States Cavalry:  An Authentic 

Account of Service in Florida, Mexico, Virginia, and the Indian Country, 1836-1875. Note 1. 

Rodenbough does point out “The word was at once adopted by the officers of the Eighth Infantry and 

Second Dragoons, and its use spread rapidly though the whole army.” (Note 2) 

Considering the active Regiment reflects the Dragoons of long ago, “Hough” is truly a combined-arms 

yell.  Ned Devereaux, Editor, The Thoroughbred. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note 1. From Everglade to Canyon with the Second United States Cavalry; Originally published: New 

York; D. Van Nostrand, 1875. Currently published by the University of Oklahoma Press, Norman. First 

printing of the University of Oklahoma Press edition, 2000. 

Note 2. Rodenbough, pp. 56-57
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Hough (hoo-a) 

 

 

“Lonely by the camp-fire dreaming, 

Whilst the stars are o’er me beaming, 

Memory and though come streaming 

Rainbow-like across my brow. 

Scenes that fate cannot deny me 

Float upon the night-winds by me, 

Whilst dark cares forgotten fly me, 

And in dreams I drink to ‘hough!’ 

‘Hough! Boys, ‘hough!’ – ‘hough!’ boys, ‘hough!’ 

Drink beneath the tall palmetto, 

‘Hough!” 

“Soldier boys should never borrow 

Idle troubles for the morrow; 

Time enough, when comes the sorrow 

‘Neath its heavy weight to bow, 

Then, whilst stars are shining o’er us, 

Let not darker skies before us 

In our dreams wake bitter chorus, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banishing the toast of ‘hough!’ 

‘Hough! Boys, ‘hough!’ – ‘hough!’ boys, ‘hough!’ 

Drink beneath the green palmetto, 

‘Hough!” 

Pressing here my mossy pillow, 

Forms that moulder ‘neath the willow, 

Forms that sleep beneath the billow, 

Flit and frolic round me now; 

Banishing all thought of mourning, 

All my dreams with joy adorning, 

May they tarry till the morning 

Ere they breathe their parting ‘hough!’ 

‘Hough! Boys, ‘hough!’ – ‘hough!’ boys, ‘hough!’ 

Let the soldiers’ toast be ever 

‘Hough!”
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Hough (hoo-a)   Definitions 

And, from an infantryman friend of the editor information from a handout at the US Army Sergeants Major 
Academy, circa 1983-84, meanings of the word: 

“Hoo Ah” (Pronounced…Who-Ah or often Who-up) 

Adj. United States Army slang.  Referring to, or meaning anything and everything, except “No”.  Generally used 
when at a loss for words or expression.  “Hoo Ah” is an Army socially and operationally accepted response 
commonly used between Soldiers in varied situations…depending on the volume and voice inflection…One can 
interpret the meaning or gain a desired effect. 

Hoo Ah:   Good Copy, solid copy, roger that, I understand, message received, got ya covered, I concur, OK. 

Hoo Ah:   Glad to meet you, Welcome, Thanks. 

Hoo Ah:   I don’t know, but will check it out, I haven’t the vaguest idea, sorry I wasn’t listening, I’m sorry, shoot 
me. 

Hoo Ah:   That’s enough of your drivel…sit down, shut up, cut the bull shit, that sucks, not while I’m in 
Command; 

Hoo Ah:   Stop sniveling, Wimp this you walking duffle bag; 

Hoo Ah:    Go to the next slide (Briefings only) 

Hoo Ah:   You have taken the correct action, good ta go; 

Hoo Ah:   I don’t know what the …. that means; 

Hoo Ah:   That’s cool, neat or super, I’ll follow you 

Hoo Ah:   A men 
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The Battle of Trevilian Station 

Editor Note:  In May 2014, after touring the Shenandoah Valley following the Regiment’s tracks the summer of 
1864, I diverted off the freeway to head to Trevilian Station.  The back roads went on and on and with daylight 
running out, I aborted the trip.  Later in June, Dan a major source for “things Civil War and the Regiment” 
pointed out that the terrain and thick ground cover that was present during this battle, was the same today and 
sight lines limited.  It was indeed wilderness, and missing the opportunity to get caught up in brambles and 
possibly small critters was a good thing for someone of my age.  He did not recommend to the casual reader to 
make this a point of a trip into deep wilderness country either.    

If the reader will recall, our Regiment had been fighting around Richmond as part of Grant’s effort to capture 
the Confederate capitol and win the war.  With the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31-June 1) over, Grant decided 
he needed a new strategy and planned to march his army (about 100,000 men) south, cross the James River, 
and capture Petersburg, a major rail head for supplying Lee’s army.  

The Regiment, as part of Phil Sheridan’s Cavalry Corps, was ordered to move north and west to destroy as 
much of the Virginia Central Railroad in the direction of Charlottesville as they could.  The importance of 
railroads to resupply both Union and Confederate forces cannot be over emphasized. The need to draw rebel 
troops away from Petersburg, and the importance of the Shenandoah Valley as the Confederacy’s food bank, 
and destroying railroads was an important mission.   

On June 7, 1864 the command began its movement and by June 10, camped a few miles from Trevilian Station.  
“Just before going into camp, a small detachment of the enemy attacked the head of the column.  This was the 
first time the corps had come into contact with the Confederates since leaving the main army…”. See Note 1.
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The battle kicked off on June 11th. [Brigade Commander Brigadier Wesley] “Merritt’s brigade led the march 

toward Trevilian Station…and almost immediately came into contact with the enemy…”  Custer took his brigade 

down a side road and came up behind the Confederate cavalry and seized Trevilian Station. “Sheridan now 

pushed the attack of the Reserve Brigade…”and two other Brigade that made up his force.   

Merritt wrote:  “…The Second Cavalry forming the advance-guard soon encountered the enemy’s pickets, 
which driven in and the main body of the enemy engaged…the enemy was driven through a thick, tangled 
brushwood for over two miles to Trevilian Station…but not without serious loss to ourselves .”   

“In this attack Captain Rodenbough, commanding the Second Cavalry, was severely wounded.  He was later 
decorated with the Congressional Medal of Honor for handling the regiment with such valor and skill.  They 
drove [General Wade] Hampton’s Confederate cavalry back upon Custer, who captured many men and 
scattered the remainder…”   The battle continued to rage but Custer was overextended, lost much of his 
plunder, and was in danger of losing his command.  “In this fighting the Reserve Brigade captured 150 officers 
and men, and their own losses were eighty-five killed, wounded or captured.”   

Merritt continues:  “The enemy’s retreat finally became a rout. Led horses, mounted men, and artillery all fled 
together in the wildest fashion.”    

 On the following day June 12, with the Regiment commanded by Captain David S. Gordon, the union cavalry 
destroyed some five miles of the railroad in and around Trevilian Station before being ordered to continue the 
battle towards Gordonsville.  (Gordon would continue to command the Regiment in the Shenandoah Valley in 
August and September until the return of Rodenbough; however he did not lead in every combat engagement.) 

The Reserve Brigade, still under the command of Merritt, moved toward Gordonville, some nineteen miles 
from Charlottesville, as part of a division plus reconnaissance.  Gordonsville was important because another 
railroad crossed; it was a center for supplies and moving troops.  “The enemy was found strongly entrenched 
about two and one half miles to the west at Mallory’s Cross Roads (also called Newark) along the railroad line. 

Both Custer with Merritt on his right, made a general advance on line…”the Confederates were driven back to a 
position behind the railroad embankment.”  Soon the rebels received re-enforcements and the First Cavalry 
Division was halted in its advance. 

On both days, the Horse Artillery commanded by Lieutenant Williston , during the fighting, much reliance was 
placed on the artillery.  Note 2. 

Merritt comments on the second day battle from a brigade commander’s perspective:  “The brigade went in on 
an open field to its right, and attacked the enemy’s left flank vigorously. It was slow work, however, and, as the 
enemy was not pressed to the left, he concentrated his force on the brigade, and by large numbers and fresh 
troops, gave the command as much as it could attend to…In thus advancing, the right of the brigade was so 
swung around as to be exposed when a squadron of the Second Cavalry, my only remaining mounted support to 
the [artillery] battery was thrown in to meet the attack. Here again the Second did nobly.[Italics by Merritt].” 

Merritt continues by describing events affecting the 6th Pennsylvania Cavalry, and its relief by two New York 
Cavalry Regiments.  “After these two regiments got in position, this squadron of the Second was withdrawn, to 
again act as support to the battery, which was ordered to advance…” 
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Merritt’s report ends with this comment:  “It was now dark, and I was ordered to retire the brigade, which was 
done slowly and leisurely, the enemy not advancing.  This day the loss of the brigade was heavy for the 
numbers engaged.”    

Rodenbough summarized the losses as 7 killed, 2 officers (one being Rodenbough) and 34 enlisted soldiers 
wounded, with one officer and 2 enlisted missing. The missing officer, Captain Charles McK. Leoser, was 
actually captured.  Rodenbough includes his story of his capture on June 11 and subsequent time as a prisoner 
of war in his book. Note 3. 

During the night of June 12, the Reserve Brigade and the Regiment moved across the North Anna…”and on the 
following morning, unsaddled our horses, and turned them out to graze, as they were nearly famished, having 
no food for two days” wrote Merritt.   Shortly later they would rejoin Grant’s army. 

NOTES 

Note 1. The two references for this history are Major Joseph I. Lambert,  One Hundred Years With The Second 
Cavalry; and Theophilus F. Rodenbough, From Everglade to Canyon with the Second United States Cavalry.  
With permission of the mapmaker Hal Jespersen, we have included a map from www.cwmaps.com on the first 
day’s battle.  

Note 2.  In an otherwise detailed book of officer names by Rodenbough, there is limited information on 
Lieutenant, later Captain Edward D. Williston, Battery D 2d Artillery.  Merritt, in his recollections of the Light 
Artillery, wrote:  “…or Williston at Trevillian Station, defending the line at night, when the Fourth New York, by 
a mistake, had withdrawn, leaving his guns unprotected—directing his fire by the overheard commands of the 
Rebels and by the flashes of their muskets…”  Rodenbough, p. 303. 

Later in the Valley Campaign, and the battle at Smithfield, Merritt continued: “…fighting at hand-to-hand 
distance with Breckenridge’s corps [Confederates], which had stolen up on the flank left open by Cesnolas’s 
[unknown Union officer] unauthorized withdrawal, and defended his position and battery at every hazard.”  
Rodenbough, Ibid.    

Note 3. Rodenbough.  See Chapter XXV “Personal Recollections—Prison Life.” Leoser was by this time a brevet 
Colonel, US Volunteers. pp. 304-314, when he wrote down his memories. 

Return to INDEX  
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DEEP BOTTOM—The Valley Can Wait 

With the battle of Trevilian Station (June 11-12) over, the Regiment with an authorized strength of just over 

400 officers and men, needed a break.  That was not to be, and the Regiment, as part of the Cavalry Corps 

returned to fight in support of Grant’s efforts around Richmond.  Lambert writes:  “From White House the 

command escorted the trains of the Army of the Potomac to the James River, where they arrived June 25, 

having marched 350 miles since leaving the main army. Several fights with the enemy took place during the 

return march but the Second Cavalry was not engaged. Note 1. 

It would take from June 14 to the end of the month for the Cavalry Corps to travel first east and to Bowling 

Green, then south through King & Queens Court House, to White House on the Pamunkey River, further south 

to Light House Point (south and east of Richmond) on the James River.  At Light House Point, the Regiment 

finally caught a break and from July 2 to July 26 to perform picket duty on the left flank of Grant’s Army. 

However, Grant was not done in his attempt to seize Richmond and destroy the railroad hub concurrent to the 

siege of Petersburg to the south.  The Regiment, still a part of the Reserve Brigade and First Cavalry Division 

(along with other cavalry elements), starting to move to the north side of the James River and make “a 

movement”  toward the capitol.  This was, Grant hoped, “draw as much as possible of Lee’s army across the 

river during the time the mine was to be exploded at Petersburg.  Soon after crossing the river, July 26, 1864, 

the cavalry moved to the right of the Union Second Corps at Deep Bottom.”  Note 2. 

“The Second Cavalry soon found the enemy out guards in front of Ruffin’s House on the New Market 

Road….The First Cavalry Division now occupied the high ground in front of the house…” with the Second 

Division on their right flank. Note 3 

“Soon thereafter the enemy attacked and pushed the Union line back beyond the crest of the hill. Sheridan 

then made a spirited counter-attack and regained the original position.  Problems with the positioning of the 

Union Second Corps the next two days in one case left Sheridan’s cavalry “in such a position that he might have 

been annihilated if the enemy had attacked.” 

Yet it was still a bloody time.  Lambert points out:  “The casualties in the three divisions of the cavalry corps 

under Sheridan from May 4 to July 30, 1864 were 4,883, of whom 520 were killed, 2,348 wounded, and 1,977 

missing.”  Note 4. 

And, with all the maneuver and counter-maneuver focused on the great mine outside of Petersburg, the 

explosion went off but achieving the desired effect actually failed.   With this the bulk of the Cavalry Corps was 

relieved from serving under Meade’s army and was off on a mission to destroy the “Breadbasket of the 

Confederacy.” 
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NOTES 

 Note 1.  One Hundred Years With the Second Cavalry, p. 80. 

Note 2.  Ibid. 

Note 3   This could have been the house of Edmund Ruffin, a strong believer in slavery and an independent 

Confederacy.  Described as a “Fire-Eater” in support of succession, he owned a plantation eleven miles 

northeast of Richmond.  Known as Marlbourne, it is today a national historic landmark. On the other hand, it 

could have been owned by his son.  Do any readers know which Ruffin owned the house? 

Note 4.  May 1864 was a bad month.  To give you an idea of the impact, Wesley Merritt sent the following 

report to his higher headquarters. 

“Headquarters Second U.S. Cavalry, nears Hawes’ Shop, Va., June 4, 1864.—The Cavalry Corps under General 

Sheridan is in tip-top condition…“I will give you a few statistics in regard to the Regular Cavalry Brigade, 

consisting of the First, Second, Fifth United States, Sixth Pennsylvania, and First New York Dragoons, numbering 

in all 1,600 fighting men, besides Williston’s Battery… In the month of May they lost five hundred and six men 

and twenty-six officers killed and wounded; engaged the enemy fifteen times—eight severe fights and seven 

skirmishes.  This Regiment [the Second] lost three officers and seventy-four men out of three hundred and 

eight (one hundred men at Pont Lookout and not on duty with the regiment).  Our regiment has been more 

fortunate as regards casualties among officers than they were last year.  You remember at Beverly Ford we lost 

eight out of fifteen.” 

On this last point, Merritt was referring to all officer losses during Beverly Ford among the five regiments that 

made up the Reserve Brigade at that point in 1863.   

The reference for this information comes from the Appendix section of T.R. Rodenbough’s book, From 

Everglades to Canyon with the Second United States Cavalry, page 536.  It also contains interesting information 

on what the Regiment was doing on June 1, 1864, during the second day of the battle of Cold Harbor when the 

Reserve Brigade had only 600 effectives defending their position against a Confederate attack. 

 

Return to INDEX 
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Valley Campaign - July-August 1864 

Prelude to Battle: An Overall Perspective 

The Shenandoah Valley, known as the breadbasket of the Confederacy, running along the western border of 

Virginia with a river of the same name, a series of paved roads, and railroads.  The valley provided food stuffs, 

horses and soldier’s to the Confederacy.   

The Shenandoah had been fought over previously twice; Stonewall Jackson in 1862, and early summer, 1864 

when General Jubal A. Early ran out all Union forces from the valley.  An on-going battle continued in the 

northern section of the valley where loyalties were divided between forces of John Singleton Mosby and his 

Mosby’s Rangers.  As long as Early controlled the valley, he had an attack route to Washington and the capitol 

remained vulnerable to attack. Note 1.  

It may have well been the partial burning of the Pennsylvania city of Chambersburg the end of July 1864 that 

was the last straw. Grant decided to call on General Phil Sheridan to command the Union “Army of the 

Shenandoah.” 

Sheridan, now promoted to command, was well aware of this and had been cautioned by Grant to have a 

cautious battle plan.   His promotion to command Army of the Shenandoah meant that he gave up his cavalry 

corps to 1st Cavalry Division commander Brevet Major General A.T.A. Torbert; Wesley Merritt assumed 

command of the 1st Cavalry Division. A benefit however, was Sheridan being in overall command of both 

cavalry and infantry thus better able to command and maneuver.    

There was also a political consideration, the presidential election in November 1864. Fear of a Confederate 

battlefield victory, or some sort of major battlefield blunder, would put the Lincoln administration at risk. 

 Movement to the Shenandoah 

The movement began on 31 July as the Reserve Brigade embarked on ships at the Union’s massive logistics 

area, City Point, VA. near the Confederate capitol, they headed north disembarking at Giesboro Point, across 

from Alexandria, Virginia on August 3.  At Giesboro the cavalry underwent a refit and its ranks were filled with 

former horseless cavalrymen who had been quickly rushed to Washington in early July.   

By August 5, the estimated 26,000 man Army of the Shenandoah began its move north and reached Harper’s 

Ferry on August 8th.  It is here that Sheridan begins total war would last from early August until essentially the 

end of November .  The battle line was flexible; movement by both forces up and back the valley took place the 

rest of the campaign until the Confederates were themselves forced out of the valley. 
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The Fighting Begins-Berryville 

The move up the valley (actually heading south but toward a higher elevation) began with the cavalry in the 

lead of Sheridan’s forces.   Lieutenant (later Brevet Colonel) William H. Harrison recalled:  “On the 10th of 

August the Reserve and Second Brigades of the First Cavalry Division left Charlestown [just south of Harpers 

Ferry], taking the direct road to Berryville. Arriving there, a reconnaissance was made in the direction of 

Winchester, as far as the Opequan Creek…”  Note 2. 

As the Regiment moved forward, they missed a turn, the failure of the leading regiment to leave a road guard, 

and, in Harrison’s words:  “…they…were suddenly confronted by a large body of the enemy cavalry. They had 

well-nigh trapped the Second; but their eagerness to fire disclosed their position and allowed the Second to 

disentangle themselves…that the presence of the enemy was unsuspected, great credit must be awarded the 

entire command for their skilful tactics and skirmishing in saving the regiment.” 

The regiment fell back and rejoined the cavalry column and “…joined the brigade in time to participate in the 

severe skirmish, which took place about half a mile from the Winchester pike, in which the enemy’s cavalry 

were driven toward Winchester…”  Note 3 

Newtown 

After camping for the night, the regiment again began again on August 11 toward a crossing point on the 

Opequan Creek where the Reserve and Second Brigades halted.  George Custer, later of Little Big Horn fame 

attacked against enemy cavalry and pushed them back toward their infantry line north of Winchester.  Merritt 

maneuvered his two brigades control the Front Royal and Winchester pike near the village of Newtown, and 

engaged enemy cavalry and artillery, driving them back across the pike.  Custer joined Merritt, and “…the entire 

division moved in the direction of the valley pike. Advancing more than a mile, a heavy force appeared in our 

front, and unable to discover whether we were opposed by the enemy’s dismounted cavalry, or infantry, a 

heavy force from the three brigades was sent in dismounted, and, after a severe engagement, drove the enemy 

from his position.”  Harrison does not cite specifically the Regiment in this action. But we can assume the 

regiment was engaged as a private was killed and five others wounded that day.  Note 4. 

With darkness, a quiet night, and then the Division moved to Newtown, and continued to move “up” the valley 

with the Reserve Brigade used for picket duty the night of the 12th.  On the 13th, the Cavalry Division “marched 

to the front of Strasburg,” but then returned to their night positions, where the “14th was a day of rest, and 

right heartily was it enjoyed.” 

On August 15, while the Reserve Brigade guarded Cedar Creek and the First Brigade was at Cedarville, Merritt 

took two brigades out for a fight and encountered re-enforcements sent by Lee on the 16th while they were 

crossing the Shenandoah River.  Harrison cites the fact that the Union cavalry was armed with breech-loading 
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carbines was fighting dismounted, “…caused a rout on the part of the enemy.”  Further that the Confederates 

lost 300 killed, wounded or missing, and 300 were captured while Merritt’s force lost sixty men. Note 5. 

The Wagon Trains Raid 

On August 15, John Singleton Mosby, also known as “The Gray Ghost” attacked the Cavalry’s trains at 

Berryville. Attacking at breakfast, Mosby and his 43d Battalion Partisan Rangers made quick work of this attack. 

“In the roadbed the teamsters and their infantry escorts [100 day men] were stirring when the Rangers came 

up. This park of wagons comprised the rear section of the supply train, numbering between 500 and 600 

vehicles, for the entire Army of the Shenandoah…as the sun rose, the teamsters were busy rehitching the 

animals while [the guards] were boiling water for coffee.  

“The initial shot from the howitzer screeched above the wagons and exploded, beheading a mule.  The second 

round followed seconds later, and then the Rangers charged…bedlam ensued at once.” 

The raid was of great benefit to Mosby’s men although they overlooked over $112,000 in pay for the 6th New 

York Cavalry but got food for the raiders and their horses.  The Confederates also took away a hundred wagons, 

500-600 horses and mules, and 200 beef cattle. 

 “The Army of the Shenandoah learned of the loss of the wagons and the contents as it withdrew from Cedar 

Creek to Harper’s Ferry area…No command of the Union army was more infuriated by the news than the 

cavalry corps, particularly Brigadier General Wesley Merritt’s First Division, which was the victim of the 

raid…while the Reserve Brigade…lost its entire train.”  

Harrison points out “The officers of the Second were seriously involved in difficulty by this unlooked-for 

misfortune.  Company papers and returns had not been made out for months, and so many officers were on 

detached service, that the few with the regiment were responsible for the company property of four and five 

companies, and in addition…” had several logistics staff jobs as well. 

There is some historical significance to this raid.  First, it was personal.  Brigadier Gibbs, commander of the 

Reserve Brigade, was to be replaced by Charles Russell Lowell “an old antagonist from the Washington 

defenses…” of Mosby, and Lowell had something to prove.  Second, Wert continues to write:  “The brutal 

nature of the struggle between the Union cavalrymen and the Rangers manifested itself within days after the 

wagon train raid.”  Note 6. 

Scorched Earth 

From the 15th to the 22d as the Union moved back north, the “Scorched Earth” was instituted by Sheridan.  

Grant’s order read in part:  “Take all provisions, forage, and stock wanted for the use of your command; such as 

cannot be consumed, destroy.”  
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 “Sheridan’s horsemen, screening the withdrawal of the infantry and artillery units, ranged through the 

countryside, burning barns, crops and grist mills, and confiscating livestock…the operation was neither 

thorough nor systematic.  The Yankees bypassed numerous farms, but the pillars of smoke were precursors of 

the future.”  This is the third historical significance.  As an aside, it is interesting to note at the end of the year 

this Sheridan quote:  "The crow that flies over the Valley of Virginia must henceforth carry his rations with him". 

By August 18, the Regiment was back through Berryville and camped on the Winchester pike.  Orders were 

received “to seize all the males of age in Berryville and adjacent country towards the Shenandoah River, as 

hostages. “  In part a reaction to Mosby’s raid as well.  “On the morning of the 22d the regiment, with the First 

Cavalry Division, moved from near Charlestown to Shepherdstown, and remained until the 25th…”   

Shepherdstown 

 However, on the 22d, while moving to Shepherdstown, “…near the town, a small force of the enemy’s cavalry 

was encountered in a belt of timber.  Four brigades were at once sent into action, but instead of meeting 

cavalry, were confronted by a strong force of the enemy’s infantry…we pressed our advantage, forcing the 

enemy back almost a mile, during which he lost two hundred and fifty men killed or wounded, and a brigade 

commander.”  The Regiment was involved under the command of Lieutenant Harrison, but he makes no 

mention of anything special done by the Regiment and there were no casualties.  Note 7. 

Smithfield Crossing 

On August 27-28 at Smithfield Crossing, located on the northern part of Opequan Creek in what is now West 

Virginia, Harrison was still in command. Initially heading toward the West Virginia village of Leetown was 

detached and told to head to Smithfield where they quickly encountered the enemy. “The advance-guard, 

commanded by Lieutenant [Charles] McMasters, struck the enemy’s cavalry pickets within a quarter of a mile 

from the point of leaving the division, and at once charged them, driving them to within sight of Leetown, the 

regiment following up rapidly, and on reaching the advanced-guard found the enemy’s cavalry drawn up in line 

of battle, several hundred strong, ready to receive us.” 

Harrison quickly called for support and the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry “…came up in a few minutes, and the two 

regiments in column, over fences and through a creek, charged the enemy, breaking their line and driving them 

beyond Leetown…”  Harrison then tells a story of some criticism of how the two regiments performed leading 

into the comment “as the First United States Cavalry moved forward, we cautioned [the commander] to keep a 

sharp lookout, and call on the Second if he needed any assistance…”  And they did as the First soon was 

engaged in a “close quarters and hand-to-hand encounter.”   

The Reserve Brigade commander’s report cited in Rodenbough describes the action as:  “Met a Brigade of 

Maryland Cavalry, and Brilliantly charged them with the sabre, completely routing them.”   Note 8. 
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August 29th also involved more combat. While picketing along Opequan Creek, a strong force of Confederate 

infantry attacked “…driving in our picket-line and causing our retirement from the creek in confusion and 

disorder. So rapid and determined was their advance that the division was driven back a mile before we 

recovered..The Second, being on picket, after a sharp skirmish, dismounted, succeeded in reaching our horses, 

and fell back slowly, covering as best we could the retreat of the Reserve Brigade.  A squadron of the Sixth 

Pennsylvania…was not so fortunate…” 

Harrison continues to write:  “At this juncture the Second United States Cavalry, mounted, were ordered to 

throw themselves in front of the Sixth Pennsylvania, and if possible extricate them from their impending 

capture.”  The first two attempts failed but the third charge “…in the face of a heavy musketry fire, we placed 

ourselves directly in front of the line of the Sixth Pennsylvania, which they instantly took advantage of, falling 

back in good order, and reaching their horses.” 

A problem created was that the Second United States was far in front of the division’s skirmish line, and soon 

was the only skirmish line for all three brigades.  They got orders to fall back while covering as much frontage 

as they could.  Harrison comments:  “This was no easy task, the infantry of the enemy wounding and killing 

men and horses, and we almost powerless to harm them.”  The Regiment passed through lines manned by 

Custer’s brigade out of harm’s way, for a moment. 

With the addition of an infantry division from Sixth Corps, the First Cavalry Division with the Regiment in the 

lead, attacked, and the Confederate forces, initially two infantry divisions strong, returned back over the 

Opequan.  The cavalry fell back as well camping on the pike between Charlestown and Smithfield. 

There would be a lull in the fighting until the middle of September.  A break probably welcomed by both sides. 

NOTES 

Note 1. For example, on July 11-12, Jubal A. Early and his Confederate forces attacked Washington D.C.’s Fort 
Stevens and Fort DeRussy.  Early’s movement north caused some degree of panic by the leadership, and the 
Sixth Corps was diverted to add to the area’s Union forces. President Abraham Lincoln watched the artillery 
duel from Fort Stevens both days. 

Note 2 :  William Henry Harrison,  “Personal Recollections—Deep Bottom to Winchester;”  Rodenbough, From 
Everglade to Canyon with the Second United States Cavalry, pp. 338-339.  I have used Harrison extensively as 
his descriptions of what he saw and the fights engaged are a firsthand account.   Harrison is so quoted in this 
article, it would look like a college thesis if each quote had a page cited.  Given his writing was only 29 pages (p. 
329-353) it should be easy to research for more information. 

Note 3:  Rodenbough cites this as the Battle of Berryville.  Two Lieutenants, John Mix and Robert Lennox, had 
been riding at the head of the column, were both wounded by initial enemy fire.  Rodenbough shows John Mix 
as the regimental commander at the time.  David S. Gordon’s biography in the appendix shows him in 
command of the Regiment August and September, 1864.  A bit of confusion as to who was in command again.  
David S. Gordon next appears as a recruiting officer in November, 1864, and then commanding the regiment 
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again March to November 1865 as they prepared for western duty.  Gordon, who was commissioned from the 
ranks, was still serving in 1874 when Rodenbough’s history ends. 

Note 4.  Rodenbough has Lieutenant Elijah R. Wells in command during this battle, Newtown. Rodenbough 
also, in his Appendix of “Battles of the Regiment” does not show the Regiment engaged again until 
Shepherdstown, August 22, 1864.  See Harrison for more information. 

Note 5.  This fight, the Battle of Guard Hill, either was not considered worthy to be included as a battle in the 
“Battles of the Regiment.”  It was that, or the Reserve Brigade was not one of the two brigades in the fight.  The 
Confederate forces did push Merritt’s men back to Cedarville. 

Note 6.   Jeffrey D. Wert, Mosby’s Rangers, Simon and Schuster, New York, 19 p 191; 194-195.  The story of 
Mosby verses the Union cavalry will be addressed in the Spring 2015 edition of The Thoroughbred. 

Note 7. Rodenbough, p. 345.  

 Note 8, Rodenbough, p. 434  

 

Return to INDEX  
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The Valley Campaign - September 1864 

With the August battles over, there were two  leadership changes.  On September 9, a new Reserve Brigade 

Commander, Colonel Charles Russell Lowell, formerly of the 2d Massachusetts Cavalry was appointed.  Note 1. 

The second was the return of Captain T. F. Rodenbough to duty. Rodenbough was severely wounded at 

Trevillian (sic) and spent three months recovering from his wounds.  Also rejoining the Regiment was Captain 

Robert S. Smith.  The two joined the only four officers left in the Regiment, Lieutenants William H. Harrison, 

Elijah Wells, Charles McMaster, and James Cahill.  Note 2. 

In the first six weeks of the Valley campaign, there was much movement of troops up and down the valley, as 

each side maneuvered for positions.. For the last days of August and into early September, the First Cavalry 

Division, it’s Reserve Brigade with the 2d Cavalry joined with the Third Cavalry Division to occupy positions 

generally along a line from Snicker’s Gap, crossing the Opequan Creek at Berryville and Winchester pike, north 

to Smithfield Crossing on the Opequan, from around August 30 to September 19, 1864.   

Now the Regiment was camped around near Summit Point at the north of the valley ready to attack south.  

September would see three battles, the Third Battle of Winchester being the most bloody for the Regiment.  

The Third Battle of Winchester (or the Battle of Opequon Creek); September 19, 1864 

At two a.m. on the morning of September 19, the Reserve Brigade with the Regiment, moved to a location 

called Seever’s Ford on the Opequon just before daylight in preparation for the Third Battle of Winchester.    

The Confederates spotted the Union cavalry, and after a brief exchange of gunfire, moved across the Opequon 

to defensive positions.  The Regiment stayed mounted and was ready to cross. Shortly after sunrise, the 

Reserve Brigade moved, ordered to take the opposite bank. 

Harrison quotes Brigadier Merritt:  “In making [this movement] on the left bank Captain Rodenbough, of the 

Second United States, with his gallant regiment, was particularly conspicuous in charging down the hill, across 

the creek, and up the opposite incline, in the face of the galling [i.e., irritating; vexing] fire from the enemy 

infantry, who had taken possession of the railroad cut, and were completely covered from our fire.”   

Harrison goes on to write: “The Second advanced (a heroic little band) almost without firing a shot, until it had 

gained the crest of the cut…Here a number of prisoners were taken, but with small loss.” 

Both Harrison and Lieutenant Wells along with two orderlies were trapped between the attacking Union and 

defending Confederates.  From their position, their only salvation, Harrison’s word, was to wait it out.  Both 

Lieutenants’ tried to move, Wells horse was shot, and Harrison was caught mid-stream being fired at.  

Fortunately the Union cavalry had reached out and captured a number of the enemy, thus allowing the four to 

rejoin the fight. 

2d Cavalry in the Civil War 
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Moving against the Confederates the cavalry kept forces commanded by John C. Breckenridge [Corps 

Commander] from re-enforcing Early in his fight, or flanking by flanking Breckenridge.  Harrison comments that 

“the roll of the musketry and booming of cannon on our left…” let the cavalry know Sheridan was in a major 

fight. 

Around eleven am, enemy infantry was spotted occupying positions “…in the edge of a thick belt of woods, 

protected by rail barricades directly in front…they waved their battle-flags defiantly…It seemed rash…to charge 

a line of infantry so well posted and protected.”  But the Regiment did along with the First Brigade.  Harrison 

continues:  “We failed to break their line, and were obliged to retire hastily in some disorder.”  But in a war 

where capturing the enemy’s colors was a great accomplishment, the Regiment’s attempt failed as Confederate 

color-bearers headed to the rear of their lines. 

It was this charge, around eleven am on September 19, 1864…”Captain Rodenbough’s horse was killed within a 

few yards of the barricades, and Orderly-Sergeant Schmidt, of Company K, succeeded in mounting his Captain 

behind him on his own horse, the powerful gray thus saving both their lives.” 

Around two pm Merritt’s entire 1st Cavalry Division advanced, as Breckenridge’s corps fell back to Winchester 

and the Confederate corps flanks protected by their cavalry.  Merritt placed his three brigades on line with the 

Reserve Brigade on the left to be contact with Union infantry and protect the division flank. 

Harrison points out the Regiment moved forward and did not run into any opposition until the rode into open 

fields north of Winchester.  That is when First and Second Brigades “charged a large force of the enemy’s 

cavalry, and drove them in confusion and disorder into the town. In the reorganization, our Regiment was in 

column without any cover.  A Confederate artillery battery began to fire.   

Harrison:  “The range was short and aim accurate, each shell bursting directly over the brigade…For a few 

minutes we dismounted and lay on the ground at the heads of our horses. As the order was received to capture 

the battery, ‘To horse!’ and ‘Forward!’ were sounded in quick succession; but the battery withdrew at the 

moment we were formed to charge it.” 

The Confederate infantry were not idle and shifted their positions to receive a Union cavalry charge.  They were 

hidden by stone fences, and thick growth of brushwood. The Second Brigade charged, capturing “three strands 

of colors and over three hundred prisoners” according to Merritt’s official report.   

The Confederates adjusted their line to face our Regiment: “Colonel Lowell, not to be outdone, with the 

Reserve Brigade at around six hundred men, rode out fearlessly within five hundred yards of the enemy’s line 

of battle, on the left of which, resting on an old earthwork, was a two gun battery.  The order was given to 

charge the line and get the guns.” 

“The Brigade was in column of squadrons,” Harrison writes, “the Second United States Cavalry in the front.” 
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“At the sound of the bugle we took the trot, the gallop, and then the charge…officers cried out, ‘Forward! 

Forward!’ The men raised their sabres and responded to the command with deafening cheers…In a moment we 

were face to face with the enemy…In this charge the battery and many prisoners were captured.” 

Robert S. Smith wrote of the charge:  “Of all the deeds of valor, either recorded or unwritten on this 

memorable day, none could possibly eclipse this charge of daring and bravery…The regiment accompanied by 

the brigade commander, moved over the crest of the first hill…and then down into the valley…The musketry on 

either side answered the echo with volleys of leaden hail…after crossing the ravine at the bottom, formed a line 

and galloped up to the very mouth of the guns.”   

It was a tough charge, Smith writes, but with Union cavalry pressure along the enemy front, the enemy was 

“persuaded” to abandon their strong position.  The Regiment moved forward while pursuing the enemy until 

Winchester came into view.  “Three times before the battle closed our regiment joined in a charge upon the 

enemy.”  Footnote 3. 

But the cost was high.  Rodenbough was again wounded, losing his right arm.  Captain James F. McQuesten 

killed and Lieutenant William Henry Harrison was listed as missing in action along with five enlisted soldiers.  

Captain Smith took command, and his officers available were Lieutenants McMaster, Wells, and Cahill as well 

as the Regimental Surgeon.  Note 4. 

There are three historical significances of the Third Battle of Winchester:  From a war perspective, historians 

consider this the most significant battle in the 1864 Shenandoah Valley.  Second, there were serious casualties 

among the general officers on both sides, and third, from the Second Cavalry’s perspective, it was here where 

Orderly Sergeant Conrad Schmidt earned the Medal of Honor by saving the life of his Regimental Commander 

Theophilus F. Rodenbough.  Don Stiver’s honored both with Sergeants Valor. 

Continuing the Fight 

Captain Smith writes after the battle:  “The depleted regiment sadly needed rest and reorganization, but there 

was no time to lose.”  Early was in retreat and on September 20, at three am the “cavalry column was again 

started in pursuit.” 

While at Newton, the Regiment was detached from the brigade to serve as the escort for General Sheridan.  

The horses (and I suspect men) were so tired that they had to struggle to keep up with Sheridan.  They stopped 

at Fisher’s Hill to protect Sheridan as he and his staff considered the attack on Early’s strong position.  The 

Regiment, less Lieutenant Cahill and six men were able to take a short break as Cahill headed back down the 

valley with written dispatches. 

The following morning, returned to the Reserve Brigade, the Regiment moved to the Luray Valley (see map), 

and then spent the night at Front Royal.  The following morning moved again to the village of Milford (now 
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Overall) “…where the enemy were posted in a strongly-fortified position.  After a fierce fight lasting much of 

the afternoon, the regiment retired from the field and to return to Fisher’s Hill. Note 5. 

Front Royal – Mosby’s Men Strike Again 

However, now on September 23d, the Regiment headed west in early morning with ambulance wagons 

carrying wounded from the fight at Milford (Overall) leading the column.  Smith describes the scene: 

“Just before reaching Front Royal the road leaves the river …and winds through a deep gorge in the hills. The 

crest of these hills was covered with trees and undergrowth, affording a complete cover. Behind this screen 

Mosby’s guerillas—a band of about seventy men—were concealed.  From their position they could see nothing 

but the head of the column…and supposing it was only an ambulance train, they fired into the defenseless 

wagons from their ambush.” 

The 2d United States Cavalry, marching behind the wagons, reacted in an instance by splitting into to two 

fighting forces.  Hemmed on the attack side by a high bank (estimated ten foot high), the larger element of the 

Regiment still succeeded in getting up to where Mosby’s raiders were firing.  The ambush party “…quickly 

scattered and fled in all directions.” 

Enough was enough in dealing with Mosby and his Rangers.  Led by Lieutenant’s McMasters and Wells, their 

two squadrons chased after the Confederates.  Unfortunately McMasters got ahead of his support, his made 

horseless and was captured by a few of Mosby’s men.  Smith writes that McMasters’ pockets were searched 

and his watch taken, he was shot in the body, and the killers fled into the mountains.  He goes on to write 

“Lieutenant McMasters was carried to Winchester, where he died a few days later.” 

The old Army adage “first reports are always wrong” certainly applies here.  McMasters was found still alive, 

but had actually been shot in the head.  Killing an unarmed soldier, let alone an officer was not how this war 

was to be fought.  When other events such as the trains at Berryville are included, all “rational thought was 

gone.” Needless to say, “The cavalrymen wanted to settle accounts, a reckoning tabulated only in blood.” And 

they did hanging two of Mosby’s men among other actions.   

About the same time, word is received of a Union victory at Fisher’s Hill (battle September 21-22), so the 

Cavalry Corps, turned around from its move north, and retraced its route back to the Luray Valley headed to 

Milford. “ Note 6. 

Waynesboro 

They marched all night heading west to New Market trying to intercept rebels.  Enroute on the following day 

fought Confederate cavalry near Luray.  “The Second again came into action and fought bravely,” wrote Smith. 

The Regiment crossed west over the Blue Ridge Mountains and on September 26, had rejoined the main army 

at New Market.  From there, “… a large cavalry force, including the Reserve Brigade, moved on to Staunton; 
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and after destroying a considerable quantity of the enemy’s property there, a detachment was sent to 

Waynesborough for a similar purpose. “  

What makes this battle interesting is the fact it was fought at night and that the Confederate infantry got 

around the Union cavalry line and fired on the Regiment.  They aimed too high, and the Regiment along with 

the 1st US Cavalry was able to find and use an escape route from their position.  No casualties were reported. 

“All that night the exhausted soldiers were compelled to retreat, passing through Staunton and on to 

Harrisonburg, where the main army was camped” wrote Smith.  September was finally over. Note 7. 

NOTES 

Note 1. With the transfer of the 2d Massachusetts Cavalry to the Reserve Brigade, Lowell became the senior 
Colonel in the Brigade.  However, it also says something of the 2d Massachusetts as a cavalry regiment as well. 
The volunteer cavalry regiments assigned to the Reserve Brigade were always first class fighting cavalry 
regiments, despite their ‘volunteer’ nature.  The commander Lowell himself came from a noted Boston family.  
In Boston” where the Lowell’s only speak to the Cabot’s, and the Cabot’s but to God.”  

Note 2.  There is still some confusion as to who was still serving in the field with the Regiment.  Specifically 
Lieutenant James F. McQuesten is mentioned later when he was killed at the Battle of Winchester as part of 
the Regiment.  This confusion may in part be traced to the Regimental records destroyed by Mosby’s Raiders in 
August. 

Note 3:  In Rodenbough, Major Robert S. Smith, “late Captain Second Cavalry,” writes in his “Personal 
Recollections—Fisher’s Mill to Cedar Creek” is the primary resource for post-Third Battle of Winchester 
recollections.  Pages 354-367. At this point, we leave Lieutenant Harrison as a witness to the battle.  Captain 
Robert S. Smith, who takes command from Captain Rodenbough, offered a narrative also included in 
Rodenbough, pages 354.  Smith commands through the remaining five major battles of the Valley Campaign.   

Note 4:  Rodenbough would return to limited duty, being promoted to Brevet Major on September 19, and 
Lieutenant Colonel, and later Brigadier General of Volunteers.   Harrison was actually captured and tells the 
story of his capture with some degree of humor.  P. 352-353. Robert S. Smith had been serving in the western 
campaign including the Kirby Smith Raid into Kentucky (1863) and had rejoined the Regiment by the time of the 
Shenandoah Campaign. 

Note 5. Rodenbough, p. 434.  See the “Front Royal” entry. 

Note 6.  In the Spring 2015 edition we will have an article on this specific subject.  The primary book reference 
used here is Jeffrey D. Wert, Mosby’s Rangers, Simon and Schuster, New York, 1990. P. 213-219.  Rodenbough’s 
appendix shows the clash of Mosby’s men and the Regiment as occurring on the 25th.  So a bit of confusion in 
the facts.  The appendix also cites the battle as Front Royal probably because it was a larger urban landmark.  
Four troopers were wounded; McMaster who later died of his wounds.     

Note 7. Rodenbough., p. 360.  Return to INDEX 
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The Valley Campaign-October 1864 

There would be three major fights during October 1864 involving the Regiment, the Reserve Brigade and 1st 

Cavalry Division.  Captain Robert S. Smith, in his recollections recalls:  “During the first week of October the 

Second Cavalry was sent with the brigade on almost daily reconnoissances (sic) to discover the positions of 

General Early’s [Confederate] army.  Several of these brought on very brisk engagements, but nothing of 

especial moment occurred at this time in the history of the regiment.” Note 1. 

When General Phil Sheridan got his marching orders from the Secretary of War, the Army’s chief general, and 

from General Grant, the overall commander, Sheridan explained his fighting would be a war of movement.  This 

explains in part why on the Hal Jespersen map (cwmaps.com)  you find a battle at Front Royal in August, 

Fisher’s Hill in September, and Cedar Creek in October.  Sheridan moved his army down the valley (he was 

moving north), burning everything behind him including mills and barns, leaving nothing for the Confederate 

but “a cloud by day and a pillar of fire at night.” 

It is worthy of note when one looks at the Hal Jespersen map from Harrisonburg to Staunton, to see the large 

area simply referred to as the “Burning.” 

Fisher’s Hill 

On the afternoon of October 8, 1864 the Regiment was halted a few miles south of Strasburg with the rest of 

the Reserve Brigade taking a rest and preparing to bivouac for the night.  The Confederate cavalry under Major 

General Thomas Rosser had been closely following the Union cavalry that day and engaging the trailing Reserve 

Brigade.  Smith:  “General Sheridan at this time rode up…and after surveying the position of the enemy through 

his field-glass, remarked…’By the Eternal! I will put a stop to the impudence of those fellows, and teach them a 

lesson they will not soon forget.’ “ 

And as he finished his remarks, a Union cavalry officer approached at a gallop “The Rebels! The Rebels are 

coming!” and the bugler played “To Horse.”  Given the late afternoon and tired eyes, both forces had thought 

the other was part of their own forces.  “A sharp engagement ensued, the cavalry dismounting and firing on 

foot.  A few well directed shots from our artillery scattered the foe…”  Since this action took place in the vicinity 

of Fisher’s Hill, that was added to the Battles of the Regiment.   

Note 2. 

Battle of Tom’s Brook – The Woodstock Races 

But the die was cast.  Early the next morning, October 9th, the cavalry formed into columns and headed south 

to find and engage Major General Rosser.  It was near Tom’s Brook, that Merritt and Custer, two brigade 

commanders, made a vigorous attack.  During the battle, Smith remarks:  “After an hour’s fighting, during 

which the Second Cavalry made a successful charge up the pike...” the Confederates were routed, leaving 

behind eleven cannons and supporting equipment.  The Confederates raced seven miles up the valley until the 

chase ended.  Note 3. 

2d Cavalry in the Civil War 
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It would be here at Tom’s Brook that Private Edward R. Hanford, a private in Company H, captured the battle 

flag of the 32d Battalion, Virginia Cavalry on October 9, 1864. He was awarded the Medal of Honor five days 

later.  Note 4. 

Because of the speed of the Confederate retreat, and general panic that took place, the Union cavalry and even 

today, refer to the event as “The Woodstock Races.”  The historical significance of this battle was to confirm, 

the fact that the Union cavalry had overwhelming superiority in the valley.  But that did not stop General Early. 

Cedar Creek 

The October 19, 1864 battle of Cedar Creek would be the last large battle fought in the valley campaign. It 

happened in part because General Early and his Confederates had reoccupied Fisher’s Hill (where they had 

been defeated on September 22d) on October 13.  The Confederate forces, after a long night march, would 

bring a surprise attack to the Union forces, and they did.  The three Union Corps that made up Sheridan’s forces 

were all driven from the field of battle.  Eventually their lines would stabilize and it was the Union’s time to 

counter-attack. 

The Battle of Cedar Creek maneuver by Union cavalry was essentially Custer on the right flank of the Union 

infantry (and eventually would shift back to the east to flank Merritt), and Merritt and his division moved from 

their bivouac to the left (or east) flank.  The Reserve Brigade, now commanded by Lowell straddled on the 

Winchester pike.  By ten a.m., Merritt was just north of the town of Middletown. 

The infantry positions basically stabilized by twelve-thirty.   “The Second Cavalry, with the rest of the Reserve 

Brigade, was soon engaged in front of the line before Middletown which the enemy occupied.  Lieutenant 

Wells moved forward with his squadron dismounted.  Within a few minutes he was badly wounded in the arm 

and was carried to the rear, leaving [Captain Smith] the sole officer in the regiment…”  

Smith continues:  “From nine o’clock in the morning until four o’clock in the afternoon, the regiment was 

deployed on the skirmish-line before Middletown…” About three-thirty Merritt began to advance to the south.  

The Reserve Brigade, led by Colonel Lowell in front, charged right down the macadam pike.  Lowell was shot 

dead.  Smith was wounded as well, and lay on the battlefield all night.  He lost his eye. Four enlisted troopers 

were wounded. Note 5. 

“The Second Cavalry was now reduced to a skeleton regiment, and without a single officer to command it.”    So 

they were joined with the First Cavalry, and the next morning, October 20, they pursued the Confederate 

forces heading up the valley until they reached Woodstock.  At that point, the sixty odd men left in the Second 

Cavalry, return to Cedar Creek to await the arrival of an officer to command what was left of the Regiment. 

That position would fall to 2LT James Cahill. 

With Cedar Creek there is only one more action listed in Battles of the Regiment.  Rodenbough simply notes “‘ 
Louden (sic) Valley (November 29, 1864) Lieutenant ------ (Detachment). Cavalry Affair. Casualties not 
reported.’ “   
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The war in the Valley continued for a few more months, it just did not include the 2d United States Cavalry.  
See the next article, The Regiment Retires from the Field for what happens next. 

NOTES 

Note 1. Quoted in Rodenbough, p. 360.  All further quotes cited will also be from Rodenbough unless a specific 
other history is cited. 

Note 2.  Rodenbough, op. cit., pp. 361-62.  As a side fact, the opponent, Thomas L. Rosser left West Point two 
weeks before graduation to fight with the Confederacy. He was a distinguished Confederate cavalry officer, 
wounded several times.  He would be sent to the Shenandoah Valley to fight the Union cavalry but was 
unsuccessful.  Notably, he suffered defeats at Cedar Creek and Tom’s Brook when he faced is West Point 
roommate George A. Custer.  Rosser was purported to say before the battle: “That’s General Custer, the Yanks 
are so proud of, and I intend to give him the best whipping today he ever got.” 

 Note 3.  Actually the distance the Confederate cavalry traveled was something like 25 miles to infantry lines at 
Rude's Hill. At the Battle of Fisher’s Hill, Sheridan, it is reported to have been angry about the cavalry corps 
actions.  He told Torbert to go out and “whip or be whipped.”  And Torbert did. 

Note 4.  Perhaps the greatest number of Medals of Honor were awarded to soldiers who either saved their 
Regimental colors, or captured enemy colors on the battlefield thus displaying "extraordinary heroism"  In 
Hanford’s case it was during the charge.  This topic may be follow up with in the Spring 2015 edition of The 
Thoroughbred. 

Note 5.  There is an historical marker where Lowell was killed in Middletown.  Also a Parks Service station that 
explains the battle of Cedar Creek. 

 

 Return to INDEX 
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The Regiment Retires From the Field 

 

As the readers will recall, just prior to the outbreak of the Civil War, the 2d Dragoons were scattered 

throughout the western United States.  Company K was the first company to reach Washington DC, and on June 

19, 1861, went into battle alongside with companies from the First, Second and Fourth Cavalry Regiments. Now 

on June 19, 1864 the Regiment was recovering from the horrific battle of Trevilian Station where forty-seven 

members of the Regiment were killed, wounded, captured or missing. Note 1. 

The Regiment was re-constituted after Trevilian Station and Deep Bottom before being moved to the 

Shenandoah Valley. This was most necessary as the Valley Campaign involved a total of eleven separate battles, 

nine up to the battle of Cedar Creek on October 19, 1864.  With the wounding of Captain Smith at Cedar Creek, 

the Regiment was without an officer and was quickly attached to the 1st US Cavalry abet temporarily.  Our 

Regiment was to be engaged in a cavalry action in the Loudon Valley (Mosby’s Confederacy) one last time with 

a detachment from the Regiment. 

With only a few officers and men, the Regiment was still able to do picket and reconnaissance duties as well as 

protecting workers on a railway, so necessary to supply Union forces considering the lack of forage in the 

Shenandoah Valley, from Harpers Ferry to Winchester.   . 

The Regiment withdrew from battle on December 23, 1864 along with the rest of the 1st and 2d Cavalry 

Divisions and returned to just south of Winchester.  They occupied a position known as Camp Russell, a 

defensive position of earthworks and trenches that straddled the Valley Pike (just south of the intersection of 

VA 37 and I-81 today).  

They would remain there until January 21, 1865 when they again moved north to Hagerstown, Maryland.  “…At 

this time, the regiment was depleted to such an extent that there were only three officers and 111 enlisted 

men for duty.  From now until the end of the Civil War, it was doing picket and reconnaissance work in 

northern Virginia.  On July 28th the regiment reached Monrovia, Maryland, where it was recruited and refitted 

for post war duty.” Note 2. 

 “In October, 1865, having received its complement of recruits, the Second left Monrovia, Maryland, and 

proceeded to Fort Leavenworth.  From there the companies were ordered to the different posts, relieving the 

volunteer troops on the Smoky Hill, Arkansas and Platte. [River Forts.]  The duty of the regiment from this time 

forward has been the most unsatisfactory and difficult, that soldiers are ever called upon to perform.”  Note 3.   

The Regiment had used its time well.  Now with 876 troops, led by 34 officers they were again a Regiment but 

with their “PCS movement orders” they lost their horses for their trip west.  On October 15, [1865] the troops 

went by train to connect with steamboats on the Ohio River, traveled along the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri 

Rivers to Fort Leavenworth arriving on November 7, 1865 and starting three days later, moved to ten different 

locations in Nebraska, Colorado with the bulk in Kansas. 

2d Cavalry in the Civil War 
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The Regiment was apportioned at posts at Fort’s Riley; Hays, Ellsworth (also known as Harker): Leavenworth; 

Fort Wallace (also known as Pond Creek), Dodge, Larned, and Aubry in Kansas. Fort Kearney in Nebraska held 

two companies (A and B) and Company D was even further west at Fort Lyons, Colorado.  At least five of these 

posts were brand new, and it would be up to the troops to build them. And in typical Army fashion, no sooner 

were they finished, when they moved again with a focus on occupying new terrain (and required to build) on 

six new forts, in Colorado, Nebraska, with the bulk of the Regiment in Wyoming.    

“The regiment was not again to be assembled as a unit in one post until the beginning of the Spanish-American 

War in 1898.”  Note 4.   

NOTES 

Note 1. Rodenbough, Battles of the Regiment Appendix, p. 434. 

 Note 2.  One Hundred Years; p. 88. 

Note 3.  Personal Recollections—Post Bellum, Major Alfred E. Bates.  Quoted in Rodenbough, pp 368-69. 

Note 4.  One Hundred Years, p. 94.  Additionally from p. 158:  “The troops of the Second Cavalry received 

orders…and the whole Regiment was assembled at Camp Thomas (Fort Oglethrope) Georgia, by April 26, 1898 

from Forts Riley, Kansas, Logan, Colorado and Wingate, New Mexico.  The Regiment was all together here as a 

unit for the first time since the Civil War.”  

 

Return to INDEX 
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The Association Annual Scholarship Program 

 
 

 2014-15 Scholarship Recipient 
Regimental Association Scholarship Awarded 

 
The Scholarship Committee Chair and 67th Colonel of the Regiment Tom Molino in an email on June 6, 2014 
wrote:   “My thanks to the judges for their hard work again this year. It has been our choice to award this year’s 
scholarship to Nathan Scott Bergfelt of the University of Oregon.”  The 67th Colonel went on to write:  
“Nathan’s dad Ben is an Association member who has contributed to the Association in the past and who 
served in Amberg 1986-1989, commanding L Troop for part of that time.” 
 
Nathan wrote that he “ is a junior at Oregon, with a Digital Arts Major with an emphasis in Graphic design with 
a minor in Spanish.  Upon graduation I would like to move to Portland and get an internship, and ultimately 
work at Pixar Animation Studios.” 
 
The photograph of Nathan and his father was taken in front of a campus building on the University of Oregon 

campus earlier this year. Thanks Nathan for helping me out with this announcement.  The Editor  

Return to INDEX 
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Photos from the funeral of the 60th Colonel Robert E. Wagner 

Arlington National Cemetery  May 23, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo One: Following the funeral former ARVN Lt Col Tran Ngoc (Harry) Hue, representing the Vietnamese 

community of Northern Virginia, joined former 1st Squadron CSM Claudio Poiani, CSM Michael Callaghan-

McCann, 1st Battalion 3d Infantry (The Old Guard) and former Regimental Operations SGM under the 75th 

Colonel; C Troop 1SG’s Ned Devereaux, and 1st Squadron Operations Sergeant Nick Kreeb.  All three former 1st 

Squadron NCO’s later served as CSM’s.  The Dueler’s infamous “Border Cap” was worn and displayed at the 

funeral by Poiani and Devereaux. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Two:  The burial flag used with the funeral of the 60th Colonel Robert E. Wagner is presented to the 

family at his grave side at Arlington May 23, 2014. Return to INDEX   

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=i6tau7bab&oeidk=a07e7zap29ff04c7c61


V o l u m e  I V ,  I s s u e  1 7                                                 P a g e  | 52 

 

 
2d Cavalry Association 

October 2014 

Keep Your Association Strong, Join/Renew On Line at:  ON LINE 
 

Trees planted to Honor Fallen 2CR Soldiers 

 VILSECK, Germany -- Hahnbach Deputy Mayor Norbert Boesl, Vilseck Deputy Mayor Thorsten 
Graedler, Forestry Director Ulrich Maushake, CPT Salvatore Forlenza, Rear Detachment commander, 
Regimental Support Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment, COL James E. Saenz, commander, USAG Bavaria, 
shovel dirt onto a newly planted tree in Rose Barracks, April 1, 2014. The Federal Forestry Office of 
Grafenwoehr donated two trees for the fallen soldiers of recent 2CR deployment to Afghanistan. The 
newly planted trees will line up with trees already planted for fallen 2CR Soldiers from previous 
deployment. Benches next to the 2CR memorial were donated by the city of Vilseck and Sorghof 
Soldiers and Reserves Association. The trees symbolize the partnership between the local community 
and local military units. 

 

 

 

Hahnbach Deputy Mayor Norbert Boesl; Vilseck Deputy Mayor Thorsten Graedler; Forestry Director 

Ulrich Maushake; CPT Salvatore Forlenza, Rear Detachment commander, Regimental Support 

Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment; COL James E. Saenz, commander, USAG Bavaria. 

Return to INDEX 
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The Cold War Years: C Troop Mortars Circa 1979 – 1980 

 

 

 

 

Photo Caption C Troop Mortars 

Remembering duty in Germany during the Border Years!  Two of the mortar men, Specialist Four’s Lopez (with 

hands full) and Maruyama (standing on front of vehicle), waiting to road march back to Christensen Barracks 

circa 1979-1980. We were not able to identify the third person; someone who just joined the Troop. (Photo by 

Greg Berge) 

Return to INDEX 
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Transferring the Colors 

 
 

 

Change of Command Ceremony, Vilseck Germany, 15 July 2014 

 

COL D.A. Simms (77th) relinquishes Command to COL John Meyer (78th) 

Return to INDEX 
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Memorial Re-Dedication 

 

 

 
Photo Caption – Memorial Rededication Photo 
 
Several 2d Cavalry Association members, family and friends traveled to Vilseck to be present during the 
Regimental Memorial Rededication.  From left to right:  Faye and Colonel DA Sims, 77th Colonel; Colonel 
Frank Hurd (Board Member); John Walker (Board Member); Edward Luzadder; John and Susan 
MacEnroe; William (Bill) Bewley (Association President); John and Sue Eberle (66th Colonel and Honorary 
Colonel of the Regiment); Bob and Dee McCorkle; Bill and Betty Barry (Board Member); Jim Van Patten 
(Board Member); COL Joe Krawczyk; Roger and Margaret Hogan; Jamie Warner (Dragoon for Life Artist) 
Dr. Al Biglan. 
 

 
Return to INDEX 
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Historical Research Visit to Kotzting 

 

 
Chris Golden, Ryan Meyer and John Walker, following the Regimental Change of Command on July 15, visit the 
small German town of Kotzting.  Chris wrote: “For those of you who are not up on your 2d Cav history, Kotzting 
is the town that was the focal point of passage for the Lipizzaner rescue.  Turns out it is also the repository of 
much of the 11th Panzer Division history as well”.   
 
Tacoma Dave Gettman commented:  “On July 1, 1945, 2d Cavalry Group headquarters was moved to Kotzting 
where Troop B, 2d Squadron was already guarding the 11th Panzer Division. 42d Squadron and remained there 
for several months after the war. 
 
Chris further commented:   
 
“This town holds a religious festival in June where 1000 horses parade from the village to a remote church and 
return to the town.  It is reported that upwards of 30,000 people attend.  
 
“I would like to thank John Walker for assisting on this effort.  His command of the German language, his 

gregarious personality, and love of military history (particularly our Regiment) made the trip a special event for 

me.  In fact we entertained our Kotzting host , Clemens Pongratz, by discussing General George Armstrong 

Custer's tactics at Bull Run.  Our host described the experience as surreal.  Well, what can you expect when you 

invite the Cavalry to lunch!”  Return to INDEX 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Please fill ALL blanks applicable to you;   print carefully and make no abbreviations.  

Name _____________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address _____________________________________________________ 

City  ___________________________________State______________ 

ZIP Code ___________________ Telephone _________________________ 

E-mail Address:  _____________________________________________________ 

Dates of ACTIVE service in the armed forces: _______________________________ 
 

2d CR Unit & dates assigned:   _____________________________ ____________________ 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP:                                                ACTIVE  DUTY (Your Status NOW): 

Life Membership  @ $250                     Three Year Membership 

        One year membership   @ $25                                         OFFICER    --  $ 40

 Two year membership   @ $40                            

 Three year membership @ $60                                        ENLISTED  --  $ 25 

  Five year membership   @ $100    

 Family life membership @ $75; Check one: my late  child  spouse parent  was a Second 
Cavalryman: 
 
___________________________      _____________________       ______________________ 

(Name)                                    (Unit)                            (Service Dates) 

 
Make checks payable to “2d Cavalry Association” and mail with this application to: 

2d Cavalry Association Inc. 

ATTN: Chris Golden  

151 Sargent Street 

Newton, MA 02458  

Email address:  adjutant.2dcavalry@gmail.com 

On line membership:  You can join on line at:  ON LINE 

Return to INDEX 
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