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Lieutenant General Terry Wolff, 71st Colonel of the Regiment, with Sergeant Mike Minard, a 
Wounded Warrior from the 2nd Cavalry Regiment, at the 2013 2nd Cavalry Association  Reunion 
Dinner on October 5, 2013 at Gettysburg, PA. 
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                                             Association Names in the News 

 Thanks to Glen Back for keeping us up to date on the doings in Michigan.  First mention 
is of two former World War II veterans. Warren Van Zandt of Battle Creek, who turned ninety 
in September and Russ Luppo of Jackson, Michigan who also turned ninety in October 2013. 
Both served with the 2d Cavalry Group in Europe. 
 The Thoroughbred has been informed that November 8, 2013, at the Lycee François de 
New York on East 75th Street in New York City, Louis C. Lucas of North Babylon, NY will be 
presented with the French Legion of Honor medal for his service in France during World War II. 
The Ordre Nationale de la Legion d’Honnour, established by Napoleon in 1802, is Frances’s 
highest award. Mr. Lucas was appointed a Chevalier (Knight) of the Order by decree of 
France’s President Francois Hollande on 2 May 2013. Then PFC Lucas was a tank driver in F 
Troop 42d Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, part of the 2d Cavalry Group, when his tank was 
hit by anti-tank fire on 10 April 1945 in a battle with German forces in the German town of 
Seidingstadt.  PFC Lucas was the only survivor from his tank as the three other crew members 
died. Fortunately PVT William V. Wood from Troop A was able to save Lucas’s life and 
received a medal for his heroism. 
Herwarth Metzel, better known as “The Old Tiger,” came up on our radar screen when he sent 
an email to Bill Barry commenting that someone in the German Bundespost must really like The 
Thoroughbred as he keeps getting only the address page.  We fixed that with the last edition by 
mailing a fresh copy to him.  But that brought to mind the fact that “The Old Tiger” is now in his 
mid-80’s, and because we are no longer the 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment, many of our readers 
may not know much about him.  So taking advantage of a storyline, here is something about 
Herwarth you may not know. In 1945, while a fifteen year old Wehrmacht soldier fighting in 
Czechoslovakia, he was captured by the 2d Cavalry Group, processed and sent to Bad Kreuznach 
to an American POW Camp.  After three months he was released and returned to his hometown 
in the Russian Zone just in time to be recaptured,  this time by the Soviet Army.  And then his 
story gets more interesting.  So please look further in this edition of The Thoroughbred for a 
longer article on “The Old Tiger” still living in Rehau just a few short kilometers from Hof and 
Bayreuth. 
 Glen Back would like to thank Ron Coleman of Royal Oak, Michigan for taking the 
reins as Chairman of the Michigan Chapter of the 2nd Cavalry association at the 2013 2nd Cavalry 
Reunion in Michigan. It was good seeing Ron attend the reunion at Gettysburg. 

                                               
         Warren Van Zant            Russ Luppo 
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2D CAVALRY ASSOCIATION 
NOVEMBER   2013 

DEAR FELLOW DRAGOONS: 
                                            

 I want to thank all those among our membership who attended our Gettysburg reunion 3-6 
October.  We had a tremendous turnout with over 100 members who brought along fifty-five wives or 
children.  We had 173 attendees at the banquet, a new high!  One of the adult children attendees was 
overheard to say he had always wondered what his dad did at these reunions and now he knows – a high 
compliment indeed!  
 The reunion would not have been as successful had it not been for the hard work and dedication 
of our Reunion Committee Chairman Tim White and his wife Susan.  Tim’s leadership and hard work, 
along with the help of many other volunteers, made this one of the most successful events we’ve ever 
had!  A great time was had by all!  Thank you Tim and Susan and our volunteers!  Tim’s reward for doing 
such a great job is the privilege of doing it again for us in 2015 at Valley Forge. I urge you all to calendar 
the event now because it is sure to be another great reunion.  Details will soon follow for your planning 
 We were privileged to have our Regimental Commander, the 77th Colonel D.A. Sims, and our 
RCSM, join us from Afghanistan during our banquet.  COL Sims give us a report on the state of the 
regiment while deployed in combat and remained with us “virtually” for the balance of the evening’s 
festivities.  His presence and that of our RCSM, CSM Engram, made a great evening even more special.  
Hopefully this will be the last time for many years to come when our Regimental leadership speaks to us 
from “down range”.   
  While the Regiment is deployed, I wanted to specifically mention that much of the Regiment is 
still in Vilseck.  The commander in Vilseck, LTC John A. Best, in frequent updates informs the Vilseck 
community, Troopers and leaders downrange, and the Association among others, on their mission and in 
achieving their vision of what the “rear detachment” is doing.  I quote from one of the recent reports: 
“Our mission.  The DR2 conducts rear detachment operations from April 2013-UTC (R+30) to support 
the Soldiers and Families of the Regiment, enable 2 CR(-)’s deployment to OEF, and conduct USAREUR 
operations as directed.  Our vision.  We are committed to providing a disciplined, lethal, and agile Ready 
Reserve Force for its deployed Regiment; to develop resilient Soldiers and Families; to provide a quality 
of life for its Soldiers, Families, and Civilian workforce commensurate with their dedicated selfless 
service; and to strengthen partnerships and mutual respect within our communities.  We will execute 
casualty operations in a timely, respectful and professional manner to ensure the utmost respect is given 
to our fallen comrades and our affected families.  Finally, we will continue to provide immediate 
capabilities to USAREUR for contingency operations in support of USAREUR and EUCOM’s area of 
responsibility.  In the end, the Dragoon Ready Reserve will be ALWAYS READY for the challenges that 
lie ahead.  Toujours Pret!” This mission will end after the Regiment returns to Vilseck in the spring as is 
the plan today but our support and dedication to the troopers and leadership of our great regiment will 
never lessen.  A number of our members are planning on joining the Regiment May 20th thru May 24th 
next year in Vilseck where we will celebrate the return of our Regiment from Afghanistan, the 
Regimental Birthday (the 178th), and a host of other special events.  You are encouraged to attend if you 
can.  More information on the event and how you can participate in the activities will be provided soon.   
Our Association is doing great, and I want to render a very special thanks to our serving board for their 
willingness to serve our regiment.   

Toujours Pret! 
Bill Bewley 

“Dragoon for Life” 
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
2ND CAVALRY ASSOCIATION 

OCTOBER 6, 2013 
 
After greeting those attending, President Bill Bewley started by thanking Tim White, the reunion 
organizer, for all the work he and his wife Susan did in making this a well attended and 
successful reunion.  Bill stated simply: “Without Tim this would not have been the success it is.” 
After discussing the process, Bill Bewley announced the names of the new Board of Governors.  
The new board members are: General John Tilelli, Chairman of the Board; Bill Bewley, 
President, Frank Hurd, Treasurer, Chris Golden, Executive Director, Bill Barry, Roger P. 
Blackwood, Michael Davis, Bill Heidner, John Hillen, Vic Martinez, Tom Molino, Tom Stewart, 
Jim Van Patten, John Walker  and Tim White.  Tim White and Roger Blackwood are newly 
elected members to the Board. 
 
Discussion topics: 
   

1. Welcome and thanks for attending remarks were made in recognition to our Association 

Artist, Miss Jamie Warner.  Jamie’s art and her presence are sincerely appreciated.  Her 

work on Dragoon for Life and C Troop Guidon were highlighted during her time with us.  

Her next piece of work  for the regiment  is underway and will be unveiled  in Germany 

during  the welcome home ceremony  from Afghanistan.   This piece will be  focused on 

our memorial and remembering lost Cavalrymen in recent deployments, and the impact 

of these losses on those who came home safely yet experienced the loss of friends and 

fellow soldiers on the battlefield.  It will be an emotional piece of work that we hope will 

be well received by the young Troopers of the regiment.  A round of applause was given 

to Jamie.   

2. All who  are  receiving  the  Thoroughbred  in  hard  copy who  have  internet  capabilities 

were  asked  to  stop  receiving paper  copies of The  Thoroughbred  to  save  costs.   As  it 

stands, a paper version costs the Association $2.50 per edition each mailing.  Everyone 

was asked to take action on this cost saving measure.  

3. Membership numbers were highlighted as  the “life’s blood” of our organization along 

with fund raising.  We were pleased to report an increase in membership since COL D.A. 

Sims became the 77th Commander.  We have signed up approximately 500 new  
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 members  since  January  2013,  a  very  good  year  for  the  Association.  Emphasis  is             

always needed on recruiting membership.   

4. The announcement of Valley Forge as the 2015 reunion site was made. The exact dates 

will still need to be determined but we urged everyone to plan for the same time frame 

in 2015  for planning purposes.   Tim White will remain as  the committee chairman  for 

the  Valley  Forge  Reunion, with  the  guidance  to make  it  as  affordable  as  possible  to 

attract as many attendees as possible.   Tim will be seeking volunteers to help with the 

event planning and execution.   

 Bill Bewley reminded the audience that the 178th Regimental Birthday will be a week-
long celebration in Vilseck with the uncasing of Regimental Colors a highlight of the formal 
ceremony held on 23 May.  Members of the Association are encouraged to attend if possible.   
A financial overview as given.  Bottom line “we did well at the reunion.” A more detailed report 
will follow and be published in a future edition of The Thoroughbred. 
 Scholarship:  Our scholarship program is doing very well and our scholarship fund is 
strong.  There will be one scholarship awarded again in 2014 in the amount of $2,500. The 
members were reminded that the eligibility includes any soldier in the Regiment, a child or 
grandchild of a member of the Association. 
 When the meeting was opened to comment, the first person to be recognized was Colonel 
(Ret) Dave Bird who has been retired from the Army since 1993.  He wanted to thank the 
Association for the words of encouragement when he had a serious heart attack last year. 
Glen Back called for three hurrahs; and three hurrahs were performed.  Bob McCorkle 
encouraged more troopers to become members and take leadership roles rather than retired 
colonels and general officers. 
 The Company M “Facebook” account was mentioned as a means of using social media to 
get more troops involved in the Association.  This is a great suggestion that we will pursue.  
Also, M Company, 3/2 ACR, Amberg GE will meet sometime in October 2014 in Bryson City, 
N.C.  The details of this event will be announced later.  K Troop 3/2 ACR had a large contingent 
of attendees and was recognized for their presence and involvement in this year’s reunion.  Big 
thanks to the K Troop contingent for their time and generosity during our event.   
 The Cavalry Yell (“If You Ain’t Cav You Ain’t…) or absence of using the Cavalry Yell 
was mentioned. This was quickly corrected. 
 Having no further business, the meeting and reunion were adjourned.  All Cavalryman 
and wives in attendance had a good time and departed with a smile on their faces for having 
spent time with friends and fellow soldiers, a noble activity if there ever has been one!  All were 
told to depart with the intent of not being strangers to the next reunion, stay in touch, volunteer 
when possible, give of your treasure to the Association, enjoy life and be safe on the trip home! 

 
Ned Devereaux, Recorder 

 
Bill Bewley, President 
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REUNION NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 

  
 First of all, a good time was had by all over the first weekend in October.  According to those in 
the know, we probably had more attendees with wives than any time in recent memory.  We 
were able to meet and greet, do some traveling (some went out and played golf Thursday 
morning), meet and greet again over pizza and Sergeant York the second evening and then do 
more traveling. 
 We attendees owe a great thank you to Tim and Susan White, who put together a 
professional gathering; and it was apparent at the start. We basically “owned” the hotel.  It 
started with a welcome table.  “Dragoon for Life” Polo shirts honoring the reunion at Gettysburg 
were ready for those who pre-ordered a shirt.  Added to the mix was a special order of tee shirts 
honoring our Cold War service as an Armored Cavalry Regiment.  (See the Spur of the Moment 
specials in this edition on how you too can get your own polo or tee shirt).  Attendees used the 
main floor to gather together and just socialize. 
 Friday’s focus was on the Civil War battle of Antietam (or Sharpsburg if one is of the 
southern persuasion).  While the budget battle raged in Washington, the only effect on us this 
day was the fact we couldn’t get into the visitor center at Antietam.  Tim White was a wealth of 
knowledge of the battle, and the canvas map that was developed for this tour made it easy to 
understand the battle and the sequence. The actual 1862 battle involved some 80,000 troops 
along a three mile sector running on a north to south axis; it was no wonder the battle developed 
like falling dominoes.  Sight was a problem given some 550 cannons were used and the gunfire 
smoke hung over the battlefield. 
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 Saturday’s tour focused on the battle of Gettysburg.  Robert E. Lee’s second attempt to 
again invade the north was to cut off Union Army resupply transportation routes. These included 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal (better known as the C&O Canal) and destroy bridges along the 
Susquehanna River from which the Union Army, Baltimore and Washington DC were supplied.  
(See Note 1) We were able to start out on Route 30 known back on 1 July 1863 as the 
Chambersburg Pike where Brigadier John Buford deployed the two brigades of Gamble and 
Davis.  We then moved by bus to an observation tower dominating the hillside to view the 
battlefield from the north looking east.  We then headed to the Wheatfield and The Peach 
Orchard, key battle areas that took place on 2 July 1863.  It was there where a patrolman and his 
supervisor from the US Park Service directed us to leave the area as the Gettysburg National 
Military Park was closed 
 Part of the group followed our tour guide to the Emmitsburg Road where the tour guide 
was able to explain the fight that took place at The Peach Orchard.  (See Note 2)  Eventually the 
bus was able to maneuver around the many barricades and get back to pick up the rest of the 
group. We next moved to a public road to view from Gettysburg proper the area where Pickett’s 
Charge took place; had a fine lunch, and on the off-chance the 2d Cavalry re-enactors would 
actually perform, returned to our vantage point for final comments.  The tour ended early and we 
returned to the hotel for dinner.  
 Saturday evening we brewed up a 2d Cavalry Punch, conducted a fine dinner, listened to, 
talked with and saw the 77th Colonel of the Regiment and his Regimental Command Sergeant 
Major on some magic media device from Afghanistan.  They stayed on the air watching Frank 
Hurd do his very successful “Not So Silent Auction” before the evening ended. 
 On Sunday the Board of Governors met, a general membership meeting was held, and the 
announcement made of the place of the 2015 gathering.  Since it has been posted on Facebook  
and other social media outlets, it will be little surprise to most that Valley Forge was selected.  
As with Gettysburg, the location should be of interest to spouses as well.  (Mrs. Devereaux has 
made it clear that while she knows no one in the Association less me that she will be attending 
Valley Forge none the less.) 
 The Regimental Commander was able to speak to the group and was available to answer 
any questions. It should be noted that the RCO was left alone by Frank Hurd during the auction. 
Association President Bill Bewley was able to thank several members of the Association for their 
hard work these past two years.  We were entertained by enactors General and Mrs. Robert E. 
Lee, something that came as a surprise to the group.  But then it came to the “Not So Silent 
Auction” and Frank was on a roll! 
 The 71st Colonel (now LTG) Terry Wolff however was also able to negotiate the amounts 
he paid for the items Frank twisted his arm to buy.  LTG Wolff was seated at dinner between his 
former RCSM Roger Blackwood and Sergeant Mike Minard, a Wounded Warrior and double leg 
amputee who attended the reunion with his wife at the invitation of the Association.   
 With the end of the auction (very successful) we ended the evening and prepared for the 
business of the next day, Sunday. “A fine time was had by all,” is a pretty accurate description of 
Thursday through Sunday at our bi-annual reunion. 
Note 1:  The C&O paralleled the Potomac River in Maryland from Cumberland down to 
Washington DC.  The Susquehanna flows through three states west to east thru New York, 
Pennsylvania and Maryland where it joins with the Potomac.  During the period before and 
during the Civil War, it carried much commercial traffic.) 
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 Note 2:  The closure did not come as a surprise to those of us on the bus tour.   Because 
our tour guide may have to deal with the Parks Service again, I am withholding his full name.  
But thanks, Ray.  None the less, the inability of the Association to visit specific areas where the 
Regiment fought the third day still rankles especially as there were no Park Service police at 
Antietam or at Harpers Ferry (Bolivar Heights) on the following Monday denying access to the 
park. 
 

REUNION OBSERVATIONS 
Why Do We Have Association Reunions? Red-Three Has an Answer 

Actually this observation could be entitled “Friends are Friends Forever” as two attendees at 
Gettysburg, Dave Pronti and Emil Bagalso, were together again for the first time in over twenty 
years.  They can tell you why.  So a bit of their story. 
 One comes from upper New York state and the other from California-pretty good 
distance between the two of them.  They met while at Fort Knox going through One Station Unit 
Training (OSUT) for Cavalry Scouts.  Unfortunately Emil got bit by a brown recluse spider.  A 
damned big bite too as Emil went off to Ireland Army Hospital where his surgery and physical 
therapy kept him isolated at Ireland for nearly four months.  Dave, on the other hand, completed 
his OSUT and headed overseas to join Eagle Troop, 2d Squadron’s 1st Platoon in Bamberg, 
participated in REFORGER, and was back in Bamberg “chilling” when he hears a knock on his 
door. 
  Of course, as luck would have it, it’s his old friend Emil. Dave is the driver of a Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle that needs an observer/loader.  So that is what Emil becomes and because of his 
distinctive scar on his arm from the surgery, is nicknamed Spidey (some thought it was from 
some gang activity but the spider bite is the true story).   
 Emil writes:  “I became an observer/loader on E-13 in the summer of 1990 before we 
headed to Grafenwohr where we had received an informal briefing by then-captain H. R. 
McMaster that the 2nd ACR and VII Corps could play a very possible role in the Gulf (which 
indeed we did). Captain McMaster had the foresight to reinforce skills training and preparations 
in case of a pending deployment.” For those not old enough to remember, it was Eagle Troop, 
during what is now called “Battle of 73 Easting,” which encountered and engaged the enemy, 
and the tanks of Eagle destroyed over thirty-eight Iraqi Republican Guard T-72 tanks and other 
vehicles.  Score enemy losing eighty; Eagle losing none. 
 The two crewmen returned to Bamberg and eventually left the service.  But combat 
buddies are a friendship that just does not go away.  Six years ago they met again via the 
Internet, and in October 2013, after an absence of over twenty years, they came together to share 
stories, food and drinks at the Association reunion.  Just one more reason why we have reunions. 
My thanks to both Dave and Emil for sharing their story with me. 
 

One Other Officer Was Present 
 At the reunion dinner this year, we were honored to have as one of the participants LTG 
Terry Wolff, 71st Colonel of the Regiment.  At his table were former Regimental CSM’s 
Malcolm Parrish and his wife Sharon, and Roger Blackwood, who coincidently, had been LTG 
Wolff’s RCSM.  Roger sat at the general’s right, signifying his role back then as the 
commander’s right hand man.  On his left was Mike Minard, a former Sergeant, and a wounded 
warrior.  Mike lost both his legs above the knees in Iraq in 2007.  And that actually brings me to 
the point of this article. 
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Mike Minard was a bit overwhelmed by the seating.  To his left was Chris Golden, a Vietnam 
War veteran and our Association Executive Director. Chris was a former F Troop Commander in 
Bamberg and was seated next to his wife Bobbie.  To Mike’s right, a serving Lieutenant General 
and former Regimental Commander.  But after watching Mike walk on his manufactured legs 
from the parking lot down to the Burnside Bridge at Antietam and back to the bus, plugging 
away, I don’t think Mike was in awe of the two officers at dinner. He has gone through a lot 
tougher times, I am sure.  I also know that when he was using his wheelchair on occasion during 
the reunion, he declined help.  He did it on his own. Mike is a pretty independent person and as 
part of this article, a separate profile on Mike and his service with 1st Squadron in Iraq is placed 
somewhere in this edition of The Thoroughbred.  So to Mike Minard, I was glad to meet you for 
the first time. I hope you will return to attend at Valley Forge in 2015, and you and your wife 
Lynda are welcome to join us at our table. 

 
It is Still the Frank Hurd Not So Silent Auction 

Overheard in conversation was the remark that Frank Hurd had some competition to sell at his 
“Not So Silent Auction.” It seems that one of the items up for bids was a signed used edition of 
Robert E. Wagner’s Vietnam War book Sampan Wars. When the initial bidding didn’t move 
much, the donor (who shall remain nameless) who had also read the book, used the opportunity 
to step in.  Thanks Bill Bewley for paying $100 for the book. Some of us think we will see it 
again up for auction in two years. 
 Editor Note:  If you have anything you would like to add to your observations at the 
reunion, please email the editor.  The email address is simple:  Tbrededitor@gmail.com. 

Mike Minard:  A Brief Profile 

Our Wounded Warrior guest at the 2013 Gettysburg Reunion was former Sergeant Mike Minard, a 
veteran of the 1st Squadron 2d Stryker Cavalry Regiment. Mike joined the Army in 1999 and re-enlisted 
for a second tour of duty and served with the 18th Infantry, 3rd Brigade 4th Infantry Division based in Fort 
Carson, Colorado before being deployed with the Regiment where he was assigned to 1st Squadron in 
Vilseck, then under command of the 74th Colonel John RisCassi. 
 The Regiment was “…alerted for deployment to Iraq in May of 2007. In August 2007 the 
Regiment deployed for a second time in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.”  The Regimental Yearbook 
goes on to say: “Returning to familiar ground in Baghdad the Troopers of the Regiment quickly went to 
work on the terrorist’s strong points throughout the city. The Regiment was assigned no specific ground 
nor owned any battle space.  Our Troopers simply went where they were needed throughout Baghdad. It 
can be truly said that where there was trouble…is where the Dragoons rode and our Troopers fought.” 
 It was in enemy country in the Sadr City section of Baghdad in October 2007, as part of the US 
surge effort, that Mike Minard’s legs were severely injured by an improvised explosive device (IED) while 
on a reconnaissance mission. Mike was medically evacuated out of country. 
 In December 2007, Minard and his family met President George W. Bush at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center.  Three photographs, with the president’s autograph, are hanging in his living room in 
New Jersey. In February 2008, after battling leg infections and pain, Mike stood for the first time for about 
a minute.  He started with “shorties,” prosthetic legs with plastic sockets, short poles and feet. With the 
support of his wife Lynda and their two daughters Kayla and Brooke, Mike has been standing on his own 
ever since. 
 We were glad you and your wife had the opportunity to join us at Gettysburg.  And thanks too to 
Chris Golden to allow me to plagiarize his information on Mike and his background. Editor. 
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Book Reviews 

 Robert E. Wagner, The Sampan War, Publish America, Baltimore, 2004, Paperback,  out 
of print.  New at Amazon.com, $31.60 + $3.99 shipping; some used books available. 
 Mike Lyle commanded 2/2 Armored Cavalry Regiment in Bamberg, under the 60th 
Colonel Robert E. (“The Dueler”) Wagner.  MG (Retired) Lyle remarked after the Dueler’s 
death, “The Dueler was the best maneuver trainer and tactician I have known,” and “The Dueler” 
never gave up thinking about maneuver and tactics. One of his last efforts at educating younger 
solders came when he published his first and only novel, The Sampan War, in 2004.  Using his 
experiences in the Mekong Delta as a former advisor in Vietnam, he created his own Provence, 
District, South Vietnamese Corps, Infantry Division (64th), Regional Forces, Popular Forces, and 
both good and evil Viet Cong in their part-time and full-time fighting forces.  The fictional 
events portrayed in the book took place just prior to the surprise attacks of Tet 1968 so the 
actions described are probably based on his own experience. 
 Wagner dedicated his book to those who served with the district and mobile advisory 
teams-those who served alongside the local Vietnamese militia (territorial forces). Wagner was 
most adamant about honoring their memory. He wrote: “Their collective heroism has been lost to 
history in the depressing fog that surrounds the Viet Nam experience, a war we lost….They 
suffered the highest casualty rate in the advisory effort. The Sampan War is, in part, their story.” 
 And all the characters are there.  John Alexander Travis III, the hero and can-do District 
Senior Advisor, who Wagner says is not modeled on him but the VMI tie is too close to take his 
comment seriously.  The Advisory Team Travis leads has a mix of characters, including a racist 
and bigoted senior NCO who is replaced by someone much more in tune with Travis and his 
character traits, and a likable medic NCO and a young Specialist Four Radio Telephone Operator 
(RTO). Lots of other supporting characters are created and those who spent a career in the Army 
will find them mostly believable. Travis’s next level boss wants no waves made in his district, 
and unfortunately, is represented by some of the early District and Provence advisors who did 
not like nor trust their Vietnamese counter-parts, and were simply marking time.   
One character is a one star V Corps advisor. He is an Armor officer who wants a division to 
command in Europe which he feels he is better equipped to handle.  I personally think that the 
Corps Advisor is actually based on a real character who later retired as a Major General after 
successful command of an Armored Division.  Had I known of the book, and had obtained a 
copy before The Dueler passed away, I might have asked him..    
 The local Vietnamese Commander Re, Major Tho, and Travis’s translator, Sergeant 
Minh, are can-do South Vietnamese soldiers and hate the enemy.  There was little to like of the 
enemy especially their efficiency in fighting.  Of course there is a love interest, a beautiful 
Vietnamese widow. Included are drawings of the friendly compounds and areas where the 
fictional fight takes place for a sense of maneuver and tactics. 
 It’s not a bad read.  The autographed copy I purchased on Amazon was donated to the 
Association for Frank Hurd’s “Not So Silent Auction” so no, no lending of my copy as it’s gone. 
The auction winner paid $100 for the copy and shall remain nameless. 
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 Peter R. Mansoor, Surge: My Journey with General David Petraeus and the Remaking of the Iraq 
War, Yale University Press, New Haven, 2013, 341 pages. 
 Editor Note:  Some years ago, after I had left C Troop, turning over 1SG duties to Dusty Collins to 
serve under Captain Steve Hawkins, a West Point cadet named Peter R. Mansoor arrived for his real 
world training as a “Third Lieutenant.”  As we served together years later in the 3/11 ACR, I was able to 
ask him if that summer with C Troop had an impact on his choice of armor as a branch assignment. 
Professor Mansoor replied:  “The summer of 1981 at the Rock, the Border, and in Hohenfels was 
absolutely instrumental in my decision to choose armor (and more specifically, armored cavalry) as my 
branch.  It was a great time in my life.  Funny that I never served in the 2d ACR again after that!” But the 
author did go on to serve with the 3d Armored Cavalry Regiment, two tours with the 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment (Germany and Fort Irwin), commanded the 1st Squadron 10th Cavalry Regiment (Fort Carson 
and Kuwait), and eventually the 1st Brigade 1st Armored Division in Iraq where his 2d Battalion 37th Armor 
was under the operational control of the 2d Stryker Cavalry Regiment during 2003. 
 After he retired from the Army Mansoor wrote of his experiences as a Brigade commander in his 
book Baghdad at Sunrise: A Brigade Commander’s War in Iraq covering his time in command in the early 
part of the Iraq war in 2003-04.  He was eventually asked by General David Petraeus to help establish a 
new Army/Marine Corps Counterinsurgency Center at Fort Leavenworth, developing COIN in theory and 
practice.  He participated in the Joint Chiefs of Staff project “The Council of Colonel’s” with one of his best 
friends H.R. McMaster, and when Petraeus went to command in Iraq, was asked by General Petraeus to 
serve as his Executive Officer. This he did for fifteen months before retiring and assuming the General 
Raymond E. Mason Chair for Military History at the Ohio State University.  He was also helped by recent 
unclassified documents and Petraeus himself as they discussed the book in draft great detail over the 
three years before publication. 
 Professor Mansoor points out that many books have been written about Iraq, including such 
journalists as George Packer, Bing West, Bob Woodward, Linda Robinson and Thomas R. Ricks.  
Mansoor has the advantage of being able to both look back at the surge from an historical perspective 
with a PhD in History from The Ohio State University, and an insider perspective.  In his preface Mansoor 
makes a specific point:  “The surge revolved around other people, primarily from my perspective, General 
David Petraeus. He is therefore the focus of much of what I write…I attempt to explain how those of us on 
the ground and in the halls of government tried to salvage U.S. national security objectives in Iraq given 
the dire situation as it existed at the end of 2006.  Consider this book, therefore, the second draft of 
history, one that follows journalistic accounts that have been written to date.  I am positive it will not be 
the last word on the topic of the surge…”  And as one who has read the book with great interest, I agree 
with Professor Mansoor whole-heartedly.  
 The book begins with a very good summary of the war as Petraeus and his team arrived in Iraq 
(A War Almost Lost), followed by a chapter on the development of the surge and then addresses both the 
change of Sunni support of Al-Qaeda, and the change in tactics and strategy.  Max Boot, in his review 
(Wall Street Journal 2/3 November 2013) wrote:  “There were six major facets of the Surge…Mansoor’s 
details how each part of the campaigned worked.” In one chapter, Mansoor wrote:  “Three major 
developments changed the face of the Iraq War in 2007 and 2008. The surge and the Awakening are 
relatively well known…The final event, Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s military actions in the spring of 
2008 to clear the Jaish al-Mahdi [known as JAM, Muqtada al-Sadr’s fighting Shi’ites] out of Basra, Sadr 
City and Amarah, is unknown to most Western observers.”   This fight against JAM and al-Sadr from the 
end of March to mid-April involved infantrymen from the 1st Squadron 2d Stryker Regiment.  Mansoor 
cites a RAND report on the action; it is available to read on the Internet.  The winning of this fight brought 
even more success to the surge but as the author points out; his book is not the defining word on this 
subject. 
 Professor Mansoor gives credit where credit is due.  I was pleased to read of one of his fellow 
Troop/Company commanders in 3/11 ACR, and a former 4th ID brigade commander in Iraq Jim Hickey.  
Hickey, among many of his other skills was prominent in the development of surge intelligence in 
combating the problem of IED’s especially “in the area between Taji and Lake Tharthar…by October, 
roadside bomb attacks along Route 1 between Baghdad and Samarra had dropped by 70 percent.”    
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 On a final note, there is a bit of humor in the book that simply needs to be included in this review.  
Mansoor writes: “There was also a surreal moment in early November [2007] when we saw, while flying 
over Baghdad, six two-man sculls [a light narrow racing boat] rowing on the Tigris River…When General 
Petraeus related by phone to an official in the United States that he’d just seen six sculls on the Tigris, he 
was asked, ‘What happened to the bodies?’” 
 There is much to recommend this book to our readers and I do so both as someone who served 
with then Captain Mansoor years ago, and as someone who has enjoyed his earlier two books. For a 
much more detailed book review I also recommend Max Boot and his Wall Street Journal review 
“Doubling Down on Iraq” published on November 2/3, 2013. Ned Devereaux, Editor, The Thoroughbred. 
 

Fiddler’s Green 
The 60th Colonel of the Regiment, Major General Robert "Bob" Edwin Wagner died on August 14, 2013 

in Smithfield, Virginia at the age of 78. General Wagner had a distinguished 33 year career in the United 

States Army, including two combat tours in Viet Nam. The highlights of his career were his three years as 

the 60th Colonel of the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment in Nurnberg, Germany; and his final assignment 

as the first Commanding General of Cadet Command at Fort Monroe, Virginia, where he was responsible 

for the pre‐commissioning training of all Army officers. He also commanded a tank battalion, an 

armored cavalry squadron, and served as Assistant Division Commander (Maneuver) for the 3rd Infantry 

Division. His awards and decorations include the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, the Distinguished Service 

Medal, the Silver Star, the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star with V device and 2 Oak Leaf Cluster, and the 

Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry (Gold and Bronze). He was also awarded the William Dupuy Award in 

2006 for services rendered to Cadet Command. Second only to his family, General Wagner cared 

passionately about the Unites States Army until the day he died. 

 

General Wagner graduated in 1953 from Fairfax High School, where he met his beloved wife, Charlotte 

White Wagner, who passed away in 2011. After he graduated from Virginia Military Institute in 1957 and 

married Charlotte, they began their 30‐plus year adventure in the United States Army. In 1958, General 

Wagner successfully competed for a Regular Army commission at Fort Ord, California, and in the process 

fell in love with maneuver warfare, a love that never died. He was a brilliant tactician, and authored 

several influential articles on combined arms operations that were taught at TRADOC schools for many 

years, in particular The Warrior Manual for Mounted Combat. General and Mrs. Wagner were stationed 

in Georgia, California, Kentucky, Kansas, Colorado, Virginia and Washington state. They also spent a total 

of 7 years in Germany. During their time with the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment, General Wagner 

became known as "the Dueler" and Charlotte as "the Queen." They were the King and Queen of the 

mythical Kingdom of Dragoon, a concept developed to encourage friendly competition between the 

three squadrons and their "Dukes,” as they guarded the border of the free world at the height of the 

Cold War. General and Mrs. Wagner were known as Dueler and Queen from that time onward.  

 

Editor Notes:  The information above was taken directly from an Obituary published by the 
Virginia Military Institute.  A few minor corrections were made to their information.  Funeral 
services are pending.  A look back on his three year tour as Regimental Commander will be in 
the next edition. 
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 Robert "Bob" Knight of Melbourne, Florida went to his heavenly home while being 
held in the arms of his loving wife, Dru, and devoted son, Ron, on August 28, 2013. He is also 
survived by his other sons, Wally and Steve; daughter, Gina; granddaughter, Kristy; and sisters, 
Barbara Jordan, Shirley Letarte and Betty Bragdon. Bob's life was spent in the Army where he 
was a fearless leader, a devoted friend, and a combat decorated hero. He was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross (See Citation below) and three Purple Hearts; he had too many other 
awards to list. His exploits as a helicopter pilot in Vietnam are legendary. Bob served as National 
Commander for the Legion of Valor 2006-2007. Burial, with full military honors, will be at 
Arlington National Cemetery.  
Knight Citation 
 Knight, Robert C., Infantry United States Army, 336th Assault Helicopter Company, 13th 
Combat Aviation (Delta) Battalion, 164th Combat Aviation Group, 1st Aviation Brigade. For 
extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict with an armed hostile 
force in the Republic of Vietnam. Captain Knight distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions 
on 31 January 1968 as an aircraft commander and the leader of an assault helicopter platoon defending 
against the communist Lunar New Year offensive on Soc Trang. An enemy battalion reinforced by 
numerous local guerilla companies launched a coordinated mortar and ground assault on the city and the 
adjacent airfield. Captain Knight dashed through a hail of impacting rounds to reach his gunship as others 
took cover all around him. Airborne, he flew low over the enemy positions, locating several weapons 
emplacements from which devastating fire was hitting the air base. Without regard to the savage barrage 
directed at his ship, he successfully destroyed several vital enemy positions with rockets and machine gun 
fire. As other helicopters arrived, he organized them into a team and directed their assaults on the 
determined insurgents. As the siege on the air field lifted at dawn, he led his platoon toward the city 
where Viet Cong threatened to overrun vital military positions. Another officer was assigned the mission 
Captain Knight had ably performed throughout the night and early morning hours, but he refused to 
ground his aircraft for a deserved rest. Instead he joined in fierce attacks on enemy forces attempting to 
gain control of the area. For over twenty-eight consecutive hours, he repeatedly risked his life and braved 
withering fire to knock out hostile weapons positions and destroy the assaulting Viet Cong forces. His 
fearless efforts in the heat of battle inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy and were instrumental in 
repelling the massive offensive. Captain Knight's extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, 
and the United States Army. 
  

The final taps were called for SGM James H. O'Rorke, 79, Altoona, PA after an extended 
illness on November 8, 2012. He was surrounded by his loving family, both physically and in 
thought. He was born in Altoona, the youngest son of the late James Sr. and Grace (Holland) 
O'Rorke. He married Bonnie Borger on June 6, 1981. He is survived by several children, grand-
children, and step-grandchildren. His proudest accomplishment was serving in the U.S. Army. 
He was drafted in 1953 and served in the tank corps in Germany (2d ACR) during the Korean 
conflict. In 1955, he joined the Reserves, serving in the 338th Medical Group, which later 
became the 99th Field Hospital and then the 341st Medical Clearing Group. He attained the rank 
of first sergeant. He then moved to the Los Angeles, Calif., area, serving in three units there and 
attaining the rank of sergeant major before retiring in 1993 with 37 years of service and many 
commendations. He loved the military. 
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The Regiment After Gettysburg  

July to December 1863 
The pursuit of the Confederate forces under Robert E. Lee during the “one continuous fight” 
following the battle at Gettysburg (See The Thoroughbred Volume IV, Issue 14) technically 
continued and as far as the Gettysburg campaign is concerned ended with another battle at 
Brandy Station on 1 August 1863. Then the fighting continued along with other missions with 
battles at Rappahannock Station on 5 August and a notable clash near Culpeper Court House on 
8 November 1863. By then the rains and winter had come to Northern Virginia and both Union 
and Confederate forces drastically scaled back the fighting.  You can almost feel that the cavalry 
of both armies were tired and needed a break.   
One Continuous Fight Continued 
On 14 July the Union 1st Cavalry Division under former 2d Dragoon leader John Buford and the 
Reserve Brigade including the 2d US Cavalry under Wesley Merritt had just completed a fight at 
Falling Waters along the Potomac River in western Maryland. But the Regiment still had much 
more fighting to do.  They were engaged in early skirmishing at a place known today as 
Manassas Gap (also referred to as the Battle of Wapping Heights) during the period 21-22 July 
as a prelude to the much larger infantry/cavalry battle on 23 July.  The purpose of this battle was 
to stop Lee’s army before it could get to safety in the upper Shenandoah Valley.  Although there 
were several effective attacks made by the Union Army infantry, the Confederate rear guards 
held, and subsequently, withdrew to join the rest of Lee’s Army before the Union forces gained 
passage thru the Blue Mountains and further into Virginia.   
 Merritt in his recollections writes:  “When we reached the Gap, we were surprised to find 
the mountains occupied by armed men; but an advance soon showed this force to be guerillas, 
who took flight with little or no resistance…” The 1st Cavalry took the lead moving west towards 
Front Royal “…while the rest of the brigade was halted at a point favorable for defense…” Note 
1. Soon the 2d Cavalry joined with the 1st Cavalry in a reconnaissance mission to determine the 
Confederate forces to their front.  And, to help preclude an attack by Lee’s forces, made a 
tactical disposition on the ground that would deceive those Confederate forces.  That however, 
did not stop skirmishing “…more or less each day, until the 23d…” when the Reserve Brigade 
was relieved by elements of the Union III Corps and headed south.  Note 2. 
 Historians are critical of George G. Meade and the slowness in which he moved the 
infantry (the bulk of the Army of the Potomac) after Lee during Lee’s retreat.  Merritt makes an 
interesting observation: “…[I]f  the Army of the Potomac had shown more of the spirit that 
characterized the cavalry of that army, and had done a little hard and judicious marching and 
fighting at that time, Lee’s army would never have been permitted to pass to the south of the 
Blue Ridge after the battle of Gettysburg.” Note 3. 
 Following their relief around 23 July onward, the Regiment moved south. Merritt writes  
“…on the flank of the Rebel army, which was defiling through Chester Gap, indulging in 
frequent skirmishes and taking a number of prisoners, the brigade was ordered to Orleans to rest 
and obtain supplies.” By 27 July the Reserve Brigade was at Warrenton Station, Virginia and by 
the end of the month, they were along the Rappahannock River “…watching the enemy, who 
were quietly established by the Culpeper Court-House, enjoying the rest which both armies 
needed so much.”  Note 4. 
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 Brandy Station 1 August 1863 
 John Buford’s Union cavalry brigade crossed  the Rappahannock River at Rappahannock 
Station and engaged Confederate forces including Confederate Cavalry still under command of 
“Jeb” Stewart on a “…reconnaissance toward Culpeper Court House.  The Second moved with 
the brigade and was hotly engaged during part of the day…” Note 5. The federals pushed the 
rebels towards Brandy Station and Culpeper, at which point Confederate reinforcements arrived 
and drove the Union cavalry back across the river. A “severe engagement took place, the 
enemy’s cavalry charging with fury, and being charged in return by the ‘First,’ ‘Second,’ and 
other regiments of the brigade…” Merritt writes, but he ends with this observation: “When the 
objects of the reconnaissance were accomplished, and the brigade ordered to camp, it was 
followed by an infantry force of the enemy.  In this withdrawal in the face of a superior infantry 
force the cavalry displayed, in a remarkable degree, those qualities for which it had become, 
justly, so pre-eminent. The main body marched in a leisurely and dignified manner towards the 
rear, followed by a line of skirmishers…” Note 6. 
 The rebel skirmishers would advance and be beaten back by the cavalry. Shortly 
thereafter the rebels would advance again and be again beaten back. Merritt concludes:  “This 
was continued until the enemy, tired of the losing game, withdrew and our cavalry marched 
quietly to their camps.”  Note 7. But there was a cost to the Regiment with “seven killed, twenty-
eight wounded and five missing.” By failing to dislodge Buford’s division from its location south 
of the Rappahannock River at Brandy Station, Lee was forced to retreat further to the south side 
of the Rapidan River...   
Rappahannock Station 5 August 1863 
 Theophilus F. Rodenbough cites in the appendix of his great early history of the 
Regiment that a general cavalry engagement occurred on 5 August while he was in command.  
Wesley Merritt, on the other hand, contends that the battle took place on 3 August near 
Rappahannock Station.  Merritt writes: “This time the enemy was the aggressor in a 
reconnaissance. It was only a few moments after the firing was first heard on the picket-line that 
the whole command was in the saddle and moving to the front. The enemy was soon met and 
engaged, and driven some three miles, when the combat ended by the night.  Soon after this last 
affair, the brigade, reduced in men and material, was relieved from duty in the field.” Note 8. 
 The Regiment gave up their horses to the other regiments and eventually moved with the 
Reserve Brigade to the Giesboro Point Cavalry Depot. There the cavalry was able to get some 
R&R plus refit for further battles in Virginia. The rest of the Union Cavalry Corps was engaged 
fighting in Virginia. The Regiment remained at the cavalry depot until 11 October 1863. Note 9. 
It was not an easy stay replacing all old equipment and receiving new horses. Merritt writes: 
“Officers and men labored incessantly. But the time which it was possible to allow for refitting 
was short, and a great deal was necessary to be done…”  For clarity, the Regiment left the 
remount station at Giesborough, spent two days marching with the brigade and spent the night at 
Bailey’s Crossroads.  There they did a shakedown correcting deficiencies in their equipment. 
(Bailey’s Crossroads is now completely urban as part of the greater metro area of Washington 
DC).  The brigade then moved through Fairfax Court House, “…we joined the Army of the 
Potomac at Centreville.  From this time until we occupied Culpeper Court House on the 10th of 
November, the brigade led the advance of the army…” Note 10. But before the campaign ended 
for the year, more fighting took place. Often referred to as the Bristoe Campaign, the two sides 
fought in the vicinity of Bristoe Station from September 1863 until November 1863.   
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Frequently the Reserve Brigade spent much of its time protecting the supply trains. 
Bristoe Station 14 October 1863 
 The combat at Bristoe Station on 14 October 1863 occurred when Confederate General 
A.P. Hill came upon the retreating Union Army and, on impulse, attacked without proper 
reconnaissance.  The Union soldiers of II Corps, in an excellent defensive position, held off 
Hill’s men with great loss to the Confederate forces.  This allowed the Union to move back to 
Centerville and stopped Lee’s offensive action against Bristoe Station.  The Confederates would 
slowly move to defensive positions along the Rappahannock River. 
 The Union cavalry had two missions. One was protecting the Union army flanks and the 
other was to guard the supply trains.  According to Civil War lore, and a newspaper account, 
John Buford was indeed a hands-on leader.  During the move up to engage the Confederates, 
Buford was frustrated with the quartermasters and teamsters moving the supply wagons.  He was 
so frustrated “(H)e unlimbered a rifled gun and fired a few rounds up the road high over the 
wagons. Supposedly, this awoke the sleeping teamsters who finally began to move their wagons 
thinking the enemy was close behind them.” Note 11. 
 Bristoe Station is important for Regimental history as well. This would be the last fight 
where John Buford participated as the First Cavalry Division commander. Very sick from 
typhoid fever, Buford was taken to Washington DC for better care and nursing; treatment in the 
camps was not seen as a viable alternative.  On 16 December 1863 he passed away, to the great 
sadness of the officers and Troopers of the Cavalry Corps.  He was buried at West Point and 
after the war; a monument was built over his remains.  With the passing of John Buford, Wesley 
Merritt was promoted to command the 1st Cavalry Division and Colonel Alfred Gibbs, 
commander of the 19th New York Volunteer Cavalry (also referred to as 1st New York Dragoons) 
assumes leadership of the Reserve Brigade.  Note 12.  
Culpeper Court House 8 November 1863 
 Rodenbough cites a general cavalry engagement taking place near Culpeper Court House 
with George A. Gordon in command. Gordon would remain in command from October to 
February 1864 according to one source in Rodenbough’s book. Yet Rodenbough also shows he 
was in command during the winter months as the Regiment was quartered at Elks Run, Virginia 
in the vicinity of Brandy Station and Culpeper Court House and at Mitchell’s Station, Virginia 
The winter quarters and picket duties took up the Regiment’s time until the end of 1863.  Author 
Trout cites a Trooper’s diary entry on the end of the year:  “December limped to a cold, wet end. 
Rain cascaded down four of the last six days of the month. Mud reigned supreme.” Note 13. 
In 2014 “Remember Your Regiment” 
In the 2014 editions of The Thoroughbred, we will cover the Regimental history during this 
decisive year.  Theophilus F. Rodenbough would, as a captain, command the Regiment in nine 
major battles from May until June.  It would be at Trevillian Station, 11-12 June 1863 that 
Rodenbough and First Sergeant Conrad Schmidt would gain fame again, pictured years later in 
the Don Stiver’s print Sergeants’ Valor. 
There would be twelve more cited battles in 1864 led by a variety of officers, including 
Rodenbough who would be wounded again at Winchester in September 1864.   We will  
Add to the knowledge of the Regiment during the Civil War with the follow up articles, as we 
“Remember Your Regiment.” 
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Footnotes 
Note 1. . P. 296, Theophilus F. Rodenbough, From Everglade to Canyon with the Second United 
States Cavalry: An Authentic Account of Service in Florida, Mexico, Virginia and the Indian 
Country 1836-1875. University of Oklahoma Press, Norman Edition, 2000. 
Note 2. Ibid. P. 297. A great resource when traveling through Civil War battlefields is Michael 
Weeks book, The Complete Civil War Road Trip Guide. He points out that “…unfortunately, 
nothing remains at the battle site; there are no markers or interpretations…” One has to travel to 
Front Royal and visit the Warren Rifles Confederate Museum. (See P. 394.) Michael Weeks, The 
Complete Civil War Road Trip Guide, The Countryman Press, Woodstock, VT, 2009. This is a 
recommended must have when traveling in northern Virginia and western Maryland visiting 
Civil War battlefields. 
Note 3. Ibid. Further Meade’s lack of aggressive follow-on action contributed to his being 
relieved later by U.S. Grant as Union commander.  Nothing would stop Grant until the surrender 
of Lee’s forces in April 1865. With Grant’s appointment to command the Army of the Potomac, 
President Abraham Lincoln had finally “found his General.” 
Note 4. Ibid. P. 298.  Chester Gap, a “wind gap” in the Blue Ridge Mountains is also referred to 
as Happy Creek Gap. It’s about four miles south of Manassas Gap. Today it has a population of 
less than a thousand.  Orleans is even smaller and is at the junction of two Fauquier County roads 
in the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
Note 5.  Ibid. P. 298. 
Note 6.  Ibid. P. 299 
Note 7: Ibid pp. 299-300.  It’s important to note the actual size of the Regiment during the Civil 
War.  During our Armored Cavalry Regiment days in Germany, we had between 4,000 and 
4,300 troopers in the Regiment; today it is still over 3,500.  According to 2d Cavalry Association 
member Don Caughey, by the end of June 1863 monthly report, the 2d US Cavalry had only five 
officers and five hundred and five enlisted troopers in twelve companies (A-M).  The entire 
Reserve Brigade regular army cavalry units totaled four regiments with only thirty-two officers, 
seventeen hundred and twenty troopers in forty-one companies. So the loss of the size incurred at 
Brandy Station II had a major negative impact on the Regiment and its ability to continue cavalry 
missions. Add in the problem of horses wearing out, and the constant use of Cavalry as a fighting 
force and it is no wonder either side’s cavalry was fully mission capable.  For further information 
from Merritt’s perspective on just how arduous the campaign was over the past three months, see 
page 300. 
Note 8. Ibid p300 
Note 9. Merritt refers to the location they moved to as Giesborough.  In any case it was the 
logistics hub for the union cavalry in the east.  An item of historical trivia is the fact over 
200,000 horses were received, issued, died or were sold during the Civil War from this location. 
Now it is better known as Joint Base Bolling-Anacostia.  Based on blog entries there is nothing 
left from the time of the Civil War left in the base area. On 10 October 1863 it was George 
Meade who ordered Merritt to move his Reserve Brigade (consisting of the 1st, 2d,5th US Cavalry 
along with the 6th Pennsylvania Cavalry) to rejoin the army as quickly as possible as he had the 
need for all the cavalry he had for the upcoming fight.  See Robert J. Trout, After Gettysburg: 
Cavalry Operations in the Eastern Theater July 14 1863 to December 31 1863., Eagle Editions 
Limited, 2011, Hamilton, Montana. 
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Note 10. Ibid. P. 301. In Rodenbough’s appendix, section LXXXIV (page 531) he includes a 
letter from Headquarters Second U.S. Cavalry Camp near Elk Run, VA., November 1, 1863.  
Here the unnamed author mentions “a hasty departure from Washington just as preparations 
were making for a cosey winter in quarters…” perhaps referring to the 10 October order of 
General Meade for the Reserve  Brigade to join with the Cavalry Corps.  One fact attesting to the 
haste in which the Regiment left was the comment “…some 200 men in our regiment behind left 
behind dismounted…” See pp. 531 
Note 11. Cited in Trout’s After Gettysburg in footnotes. P. 242. The story appeared in the New 
York World on 19 October 1863, but that was the only source. 
Note 12. We will get to know Gibbs, a West Point graduate and experienced “Mounted Rifles” 
(later 3d US Cavalry) leader from prior to the Civil War better during the battles of the Reserve 
Brigade in 1864. His 19th New York Cavalry (or 1st New York Dragoons) became only the 
second volunteer cavalry regiment, the other being the 6th Pennsylvania, to be a permanent 
regiment of the Reserve Brigade. 
Note 13. Trout, Op Cit., P. 334. 

Spur of the Moment 
The Spur of the Moment has ordered several 2d Cavalry Association unique items just in time for 
the holiday season.   Orders can either be made on-line (www.dragoons.org and click on Spur of 
the Moment) and pay with Paypal or a check or money order to Spur of the Moment, c/o Bill 
Heidner 7605 E. Olive Ann Lane; Yuma, AZ 85365, or (928) 726-6329.  Just as a reminder, the 
Paypal link is a secure link. 
 At the request of several of our members, we have ordered several new and lightweight 
red polo shirts with white lettering focusing on the unit crest embroidered on the left breast 
surrounded by the wording “2d Armored Cavalry Regiment  Since 1836.”  Sizes small thru XL 
$37.00; 2XXL or larger $39.00. Remember postage, shipping and handling is included. The shirt 
is the same lightweight shirt as those sold at the Gettysburg Reunion in October.  The unit crest 
on the 2d ACR shirt will not have the crossed sabers under the crest or wording on the sleeves. 
 For those who attended the Gettysburg Reunion and still would like a Dragoon for Life 
polo shirt in red, yellow, blue, black, these are available for special order at $45 each including 
shipping and handling through the end of the year. 
 We have ordered several white tee shirts remembering our service during the Cold War 
years of 1947-1991.  With clear Cavalry and Regimental Crest on the front, the reverse has a 
map of where the Regiment served in Germany.  These too were made especially for the 
Gettysburg Reunion.  Sizes small thru 2XXL, they are $16.00 each or three for $45.00.  They 
make a great family gift. We look forward to offering other tee shirt front designs over the next 
year and possibly different colored shirts.  
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 We have ordered a number of belt buckles, remembering our heritage as 2d Dragoons. 
These are numbered items on the back along with a short history of the Regiment.  These are 
offered for sale at the special price of $35.00.   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 The final special offer deals with the metallic Regimental combat patch normally worn 
on Dress Blue Uniforms on the right pocket.  This metal colored combat patch works well as a 
blazer pocket badge or worn on a “Boonie” cap or even a Black Beret or Stetson.  These are 
being sold for $20.00 also including shipping and handling. 
Remember that profits made are reinvested into the Association general fund to support other 
activities and actions such as the scholarship fund and other worthwhile causes.  We were 
pleased to have donated the tee shirts to the Association Reunion.   
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MEMBER PROFILES 

Herwarth Metzel:  Regimental Supporter Par Excellence 

Editor  Note:    Former  1st  Squadron  commander  Bill  Barry  (1986‐88)  still  has  contact  with  Herwarth 

Metzel, aka The Old Tiger and his  family. That  includes  the  son and daughter.   To Bill…” As we've all 

moved on with our  lives after "the Cav" one  thing  is constant  ‐  the name Metzel  is synonymous with 

friendship and help for everyone who wore the Toujours Pret patch for at least the past three decades. 

That's pretty good for a guy who started out as a prisoner of the Regiment in 1945.” 

  Bill goes on  to write:   “Shortly after  taking command…Jack Miller, our Squadron Public Affairs 

Officer,  as part of  a briefing on planned  community  activities  for  the  coming month mentioned  that 

Herwarth Metzel wanted a  few minutes with me  to discuss his  interest  in  improving our Partnerships 

throughout our border area.  If I agreed, it would be an opportunity for me to have almost another staff 

officer to help officially and socially.”  As a reserve Bundeswehr Captain, Herwarth was wired in with the 

communities not only of Bindlach and Bayreuth, but along our border trace. 

  Former C Troop 1SG Jack Miller retired from the Army and 1st Squadron in the early 1980’s. Jack 

eventually was  able  to  become  the  Squadron  Public Affairs Officer.  It was  a  good  fit.  The  Squadron 

needed someone who knew the local leaders, and Jack had “homesteaded” as we would say in the day 

in Bindlach for several years. 

  Jack,  in  an  email  for  this profile mentioned  that  the  first  time he met Herwarth  in  the  early 

1980’s was when he and the  late Ali Brieger (chief of detectives  in Bayreuth and a strong supporter of 

the Squadron) “…traveled up to Arzberg to the Porcelain Factory where Herwarth was the Director. My 

first  impression was what was an old soldier doing  in a  factory? His crew cut, highly shined shoes, his 

office and the complete factory looked as if it was the day of an IG inspection.   This was all before one 

word was ever spoken…”   As a result of this visit, the Squadron had someone who not only knew the 

players, but wanted to help. 

  As one result Jack wrote:  “Officers and Senior NCO’s from the Squadron “…were often together 

at  our  German/American  Friendship  Circle  Get‐togethers’,  the  annual  Regimental  Ball,  and  his 

involvement and support of  the German Lions Club. Additionally he and his wife Helga often had  the 

commanders and their wives at their home  in Rehau for dinner.”   Jack went on to comment when the 

Squadron went away for Desert Shield/Desert Storm:  “Notable was the support Herwarth and his wife 

Helga gave our families in the Squadron…”   

  One of  the  reasons why Herwarth was and  is  today  such a  strong  supporter of  the Regiment 

may have had  something  to do with his  re‐capture by  Soviet  forces.   Herwarth was  taken  east  as  a 

prisoner‐of‐war, where  he  remained, with  hundreds  of  thousands  of  other  former German  soldiers, 

working  to  repair war damage until  released  in  1950.   Very  few,  if  any,  former German  soldiers we 

suspect  were  interested  in  having  the  Russians  invade West  Germany  and  repeat  their  experience 

during the Cold War. 

  The  Regiment  developed  close  relationships  with  many  in  the  German  community  and 

Bundeswehr in the past that continue that still continue to the present. 

 John Jones, Pacific City Oregon 
 In March 1946 John Jones, along with a childhood friend from Jessup, Georgia joined the 
US Air Force.  John was trained to be the #2 engine mechanic on the C-54 transport aircraft and  
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eventually found his way to Hickham Field in Hawaii.  Life was good until his father was injured 
and John returned home on a hardship discharge.  It was a year later when John again felt the 
urge to wear the uniform only this time, it was the Ike Jacket made famous by Army General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower in the European Theater during World War II.  Thus began John’s 
odyssey in the United States Army until he retired as a Master Sergeant in 1968.   
 Following initial draw of uniforms and equipment John was transported on the USS 
General Langford and eventually arrived at Bremerhaven and then to the Replacement Depot 
(“Repple Deeple” in Army slang of those days) where he was sent to the Air Section, 
Headquarter and Headquarters Company, 2d Constabulary, later the 2d Armored Cavalry 
Regiment where he served from December 1948 to June 1954. 
 His first stop as a Corporal was in Augsburg at the Sheridan Kaserne where the Regiment 
took advantage of his Air Force training and put him to work on the “Dragoon Air Force” as it 
was later called by the 60th Colonel, The Dueler.  The airfield had been part of an old 
Messerschmitt air craft factory. There they had fixed wing aircraft primarily used for observation 
purposes, occasional VIP tours, and, using a hook mounted under the aircraft, to pick up 
messages from on the ground. 
 By the time of the Korean War with Germany based troops being hurriedly shipped to the 
Far East, units were re-positioned in Germany and the Regiment moved to Nurnberg in 1951.  
John still has a Christmas Mess Hall menu autographed by Creighton Abrams, 39th Colonel of 
the Regiment from that time. His other memento from that time is his wife Lisalotte.  She had 
learned English in school in Nurnberg and met John.  At that time, the “Dragoon Air Force” had 
two aircraft types, the L-5 (known as “The Grasshopper”)made of all fabric and the better known 
all metal L-19 (known today as the O-1 Bird Dog).  The aircraft mechanic’s job was made more 
difficult by having no Tech Support and repair parts were hard to come by. But with a 
constabulary mission still on-going, it brought Lisalotte and John much closer. 
 Captain James J. Stowe was the OIC, and he gave John a mission to add a Circled C (the 
Constabulary insignia) by the cowling on the L-5.  Now John can paint but he cannot do stencil 
work worth a darn. But Lisalotte could and did.  When Captain Stowe found out who had done 
the professional stenciling, his only remark to John was: “You had better marry that girl.”  John 
later remarked during the interview, “I had pretty much figured that out already.” Later in 1951 
both a new OIC Captain Charles H. Drummond arrived during the transition of getting 
helicopters for the Regiment as well.  Berlin Brigade had the first priority, the Regiment the 
second. John recalls that the bird and a pilot both arrived but no mechanic.  Fortunately with the 
bird was a set of manuals so John could at least learn how to keep the helicopter flying. Six 
months later he recalls, a school trained mechanic arrived. 
 They worked out of an old wooden barrack about fifty feet from the old Wehrmacht 
Parade Grounds so they would land their fixed wing aircraft on the marble pavement.  Great 
marble but hell on tires John recalls. By this time John was a SSG (E-5) in an SFC (E-6) 
position, but a PCS move was calling.  During their Army years two daughters and a son were 
born.  Today those children have given John and Lisalotte eight grand-children and four great-
grand children.  John, a grade school dropout got not only his high school diploma but a BA and 
MA before permanent retirement and a move to Pacific City Oregon where he lives with the 
sound of the ocean in the background. 
 John and Lisalotte are both proud of their service with our Regiment and proud members 
of the 2d Cavalry Association.  Toujours Pret! to the both of them. 



 
 
2nd Cavalry Association 
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