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A Call To Action 

H o w  t o  D o n a t e !   

The Second Cavalry Association has been supporting the 2d Cavalry Regiment, its soldiers and Families since 1899. 

On Line at:  DDDONATEONATEONATE   ONONON   LLLINEINEINE 

the 2d Cavalry Regiment Memorial 

Rose Barracks, Vilseck, GE 

The 2nd Cavalry Association is 

charged with perpetual care of 

the Dragoon Memorial in 

Vilseck. As the Regiment re-

turns to Vilseck from its most 

recent and successful deploy-

ment to Afghanistan we are-

charged with a sacred duty to 

commemorate the ultimate 

sacrifice made by these two 

courageous Dragoons. Help us  

do that! 

Our Goal 

Rededicate  

the Dragoon Monument  

by 21 May 2014 

The Dragoon Memorial  will be 

disassembled, transported to a 

local vendor and updated with 

the names of CW2 Balli and SSG 

Williams.  THE ESTIMATED 

COST IS APPROXIMATELY 

$15,000.   

We need your  

Financial  

Support To Make 

this  

happen.   

 

CW2 Edward Balli 

9 Feb 1971 — 20 Jan 2014 

SSG Jesse Lee Williams 

21 Aug 1983 — 17 Dec 2013 

We Shall Never Forget 

Make a check out to:  2d Cavalry Association  

Mail To: 

2d Cavalry Association  

151 Sargent Street  

Newton, MA 02458 

Go to www.dragoons.org   OR 

Contact Your Local Chapter Representative:  Vilseck Chapter   

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=ai5ihypab&oeidk=a07e8yi18gy876a5eca
http://www.dragoons.org
mailto:secondcavassn-vilseck@outlook.com
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This Spring/May 2014 edition of The Thoroughbred has been an interesting one to conceive, develop, 
write, and now publish.  I now say good bye to Tom Stewart as my publisher; his wife Sue as my “uber-
editor.”  To Sue and Tom many thanks for all you have done to help the newsletter and the Association; 
this is not the end of our editor/publisher relationship however, as I will still need technical advice.   

With our change comes change. The Thoroughbred electrical edition is one with more color photographs 
and maps.  Those of us who depend on paper editions, will get the same basic edition with a limit 
however of one page with color (front and back).  .    

In This Edition:  A Focus on Absent Companions 

With the Regiment’s return from Afghanistan by mid-April, and hopefully the last death suffered in 
Afghanistan, I have included our first death on our war on terror, Randy Carlson, at the suggestion of Bill 
Barry, a former B Troop commander.   

From my second tour with the Regiment I had the pleasure to serve under the 60th Colonel of the 
Regiment, Robert E. “The Dueler” Wagner, and with one of his young noncommissioned officers from C 
Troop, Paul Garcia. Paul died in 2004 but never received homage from our newsletter; I hope this 
memory piece will help others be reminded of this remarkable young man.  With The Duelers funeral 
scheduled at Arlington on May 23, 2014 some memories of his service to our Regiment is included. 

While working on this edition I got a call from Association President Bill Bewley, asking if I would travel 
to Hawaii to represent the Regimental Commander and the Association at the funeral of CW2 Edward 
Balli. I did attend and have added some personal insights to the activities honoring him and his service. I 
hope and pray CW2 Balli is the last “Fallen Dragoon” article I will have to write in my lifetime. 

In This Edition:  Our Continuing Civil War History 

For our Civil War coverage, the printed word runs several pages and 5,500+ words.  Two maps are 
included in this edition covering 1864 as the 2d US Cavalry heads south and participated in Sheridan’s 
raid on Richmond.   These are drawn by Hal Jespersen (www.cwmaps.com) and are included with his 
permission. I also want to thank Don Caughey for helping me in this must needed addition of a map to 
better understand where the Regiment was and fought in 1864. I recommend using this website to 
further assist the reader in following the action on the ground.  Thank you again Hal. 

In the Next Edition in August/September 

I look forward to including articles from others on the rededication of our Dragoon Monument; we have 
included information on this Monument in this edition as fund raising continues.  Civil War coverage 
with General Phillip Sheridan and the Valley Campaign will close the year out.  The 67th Colonel of the 
Regiment Tom Molino gave me a story idea while we were at Gettysburg.  I promise to have it for you at 
the next edition. Hoo-ha! 

Ned Devereaux, Editor, The Thoroughbred  ThoroughbredEditor@gmail.com 

  

http://www.cwmaps.com/
mailto:ThoroughbredEditor@gmail.com
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Fellow Association members,  
 
I wish you all well as we all eagerly await spring and the end of an exceptionally bitter and cold winter 
season.   
 
In this edition of our Thoroughbred, I am pleased to report that our Regiment will soon be home from 
Afghanistan.  In my last communication with the RCO I was told we will be fully redeployed by on or 
about mid-April.  This is great news!  It also likely be the end of the Regiment’s service in Afghanistan as 
a major combat force as this war winds to a long overdue end.  Getting home and reuniting with their 
families will be a great day for our troops, many now with multiple combat tours to their credit.  I urge 
your continued prayers for their well-being as they face the challenges of adjusting to home life and no 
longer being in a combat zone.   
 
The RCO has kept the Association well informed of the Regiment’s activities throughout the 
deployment.  In a few words, they performed magnificently but not without the costs of combat.  We 
lost SSG Jesse Williams of Elkhart, IN and CW2 Edward Balli of Salinas, CA who were killed in combat 
action during this tour.  These brave men who were so tragically lost will be honored on the Regiment’s 
178th birthday during a rededication ceremony of the Dragoon Memorial on 23 May 14 in Vilseck.  I must 
also make note that we had a large number of our troops who were wounded in the performance of 
their combat duties during this tour.  We owe them all a deep debt of gratitude in addition to all others 
who served with them under dangerous and tough conditions during this deployment.   Our Association 
will be represented by a large contingent of our members who are traveling to attend this very special 
event and spend time welcoming home our troops and visiting with them and their families.  This 
promises to be a very special time for all who are able to attend.   
 
To remind you all, our Association always represents the Regiment at the funerals of lost Dragoons.  We 
were honored to again perform this duty for the burials of SSG Williams and CW2 Balli.  I want to thank 
our volunteers who represented us so superbly at the funeral ceremonies for these two brave men at 
great personal sacrifice of their time and treasure.  I’m proud to express our appreciation and a “job well 
done’ to Bob McCorkle and Ned Devereaux for taking on a very tough mission and doing so under 
extremely tough travel conditions – bad weather and long distances.  Great job guys and thanks again 
from your Association!    
 
The Regiment has a very special week of activities scheduled to welcome home the troops 19-23 May in 
Vilseck.  Our travel contingent will be the largest ever to make the journey for such an activity as 
this.  For those of us attending this is going to be a grand time and a lot of fun as we spend time with 
fellow Cavalryman and their families.  I wish everyone attending safe travels and thanks for making the 
trip.  I promise you the troops will appreciate us being there!   
 
Last item, if you haven’t calendared the 2015 Reunion, please do so.  The dates are 30 Sep – 4 Oct 15.  It 
is going to be a great event as we spend quality time together at Valley Forge and the Philadelphia area.   
 
Dragoon for Life 
 
Bill Bewley 
President 
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2d Cavalry Association  

13 December 2013 

The Board of Governors Meeting was called to order 1100 hours Friday 13 December 2013.   

A Quorum was established with the following members present:  GEN John Tilelli, Chairman of the 
Board; Bill Bewley, Association President; Frank Hurd, Association Treasurer; Chris Golden, Association 
Executive Director; Bill Barry, Board Member; Bill Heidner, Board Member; John Walker, Board Member; 
Roger Blackwood, Board Member and Tom Molino, Board Member. 

Excused Absents:  Tim White (business) and Tom Stewart (Hawaii vacation). 

Not Present:  Jim Van Patten; John Hillen; Mike Davis; Vic Martinez. 

Others Present:  John Eberle, HCOL; LTC John Best; CO, Dragoon Ready Reserve; Sam Palmer, Wounded 
Warrior Program; Pat Getty, MIA Project and Ned Devereaux, Recorder. 

Motions were made, seconded and passed approving the 6 October 2013 Board Minutes and the 11 
December 2013 Treasurer Report.  (See Note One) 

Association President:  Bill welcomed the thirteen participants to the telephonic meeting.  He was very 
proud of what the Association had accomplished in 2013 and thanked those “who had helped us move 
along.”  He was especially thankful for a very successful 2013 reunion at Gettysburg.  Bill cited the work 
done in Vilseck by the Dragoon Ready Reserve (DR2) under the leadership of LTC John Best, DR2 
Commander. 

Association Chairman:  GEN John Tilelli also thanked those participating for their efforts in support of 
the Association and especially for the support of the Troopers of our Regiment.  He specifically 
mentioned upcoming Department of Defense two year budget (pending Senate approval) which could 
have some adverse effects on personnel (active and retired).  His point being the need for the 
involvement in support of the active Regiment and its Troopers. 

He specifically asked Chris Golden for his support in providing the current addresses for former 
Regimental Commanders so as to enlist their continued support of the Association. 

Association Executive Director:  Chris Golden started by briefly covering the Regimental Homecoming 
Ceremony to be held 21-24 May 2014 in Vilseck.   

The Vilseck Chapter has been asked to host an Association social gathering on the 21st.  Association 
members visiting Vilseck are invited to the actual ceremony on 22 May and a local touring day on 23 
May.   More information is being developed and will be sent out to Association members. 

Chris also mentioned membership.  Approximately $500 to $1,000 comes in monthly from membership 
applications.  He is working with the Vilseck Chapter to encourage membership among the active 
Regiment.  He anticipates a surge in membership starting out after the first of the year. 

A question was raised concerning the differences between the “Honorary Squadron Second Regiment of 
Dragoons” and a Vilseck Chapter effort to establish an “Order of the Dragoon” so they do not conflict 
with the intentions of the two different programs. (See Note Two)  
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The bottom line is the Order of the Dragoon is a local chapter effort; a grand initiative by the chapter, 
and we don’t want to dampen the enthusiasm of the chapter. 

Commander, Dragoon Ready Reserve (DR2):  John Best reported all was well in Vilseck and especially 
the 100+ Troopers who returned recently.  Another 148 Troopers will arrive in time for Christmas much 
to the great pleasure of their spouses. 

This tied into his comments on the re-integration processes that all returning Troopers experience.  The 
basic focus is to have the returning Trooper spend about a half day (0900-1500) attending classes and 
working with agencies like Behavioral Health for a week.  The last day the spouse joins the Trooper as 
part of the process.  There will be a 90 day follow up as well. 

DR2 anticipates ten to twelve waves of returning Troopers and by the end of January some 2,800 
Troopers will have returned including all of 1st Squadron. 

The Regiment will be standing up a new Squadron, much like the Command and Control Squadron 
established when the 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment had over twenty years ago.  It will include a HHT, an 
Engineer Troop, Military Intelligence Troop and one other.  It will be located on the Grafenwohr side of 
the reservation. 

Bill Bewley commented positively on the attention to detail on the re-integration program and asked if it 
would be possible during the Association visit to get a Soldier update from the Troopers themselves. 

Additional Discussion Items: 

Sam Palmer (and Bill Barry) mentioned that the Wounded Warrior team was standing by in case a 
member of the Regiment was medically evacuated to Walter Reed. 

Frank Hurd summarized the current financial picture for the association as very positive. We will end the 
year in the black with around $6k income over expenses. This is primarily due to the very positive 
financial results from the reunion, $12k income over expenses and a strong membership performance 
this year. 

Additionally Frank commented that the Valley Forge Reunion should be even better than Gettysburg 
and that there will be a recon of hotels in January.  Bill Bewley questioned how it could get better than 
the first class affair in Gettysburg. 

Chris Golden mentioned that the AKO Email System would disappear at the end of the year.  This could 
have an adverse effect on our email contact with active duty Association members. 

John Walker asked if there was interest in doing a “logistics” effort to marry up flight arrival times and 
joint rent-a-car effort to save costs during the Regimental Welcome Home.  He volunteered to continue 
to explore the feasibility of this effort. 

Tom Molino, in his role of Chair, Scholarship Committee was asked to contact his committee members 
to determine if anyone wanted to be replaced (the committee has been the same people for the past 
three or four years).  He would then seek out replacement members. 
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Patrick Biddy:  Patrick is working with Ryan Meyer, John Walker, Dave Gettman and others on a Missing 
in Action (MIA) World War II death, body not recovered, killed on 4 May 1945 in what is now known as 
the Czech Republic.  He briefly discussed his efforts.   

Bill Bewley raised the topic of financial support if needed to help defray costs; Pat declined. 

Ned Devereaux, Thoroughbred editor and chief writer was tasked to write a story on the efforts for 
publication in 2014. (Anticipate Summer or Fall/Winter edition; See Note Three).  

Roger Blackwood was again welcomed to the Association Board of Governors.  He reported that LTG 
Terry Wolff was anticipating he would join CSM Blackwood at the Vilseck Welcome Home. 

Final Comments, Association President: 

Bill discussed briefly the latest print project by Jamie Warner.  It deals with the Memorial and 
remembering those from the Regiment who died during Iraq and Afghanistan actions.  The print, a 
smaller version than her epic “Dragoon for Life” print, will be unveiled at Vilseck concurrent to the 
Association visit. 

Bill also discussed the Association “Constitution.”  He asked Tom Molino to join him and Chris Golden to 
review the document to insure we were in compliance with our own rules and bylaws. 

Finally he mentioned that the Association could always use additional financial donations at the end of 
the year. 

Given no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:52 am (EST). 

Ned Devereaux 

Recorder 

Note One:  End of year financial data shows 2013 income of $49,384.68 with expenses of $43, 153.72 = 
Income over expenses of $6, 230.96.  End of year Operating Balance: $39, 906.94; Reserve Balance: $33, 
508.83 with Total Assets of: $73, 415.77. 

Note Two:  The Honorary Squadron Second Regiment of Dragoons was established by the 39th Colonel of 
the Regiment Creighton W. Abrams.  It is essentially the Regimental Commanders Program and honors 
those who have contributed to the overall well being of the Regiment.   

Note Three:  The Thoroughbred anticipates three editions in 2014.  First one around April; the second 
that will include the Regiment’s Return around August, and the Fall/Winter coming out around the 
middle of November 2014.   
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Our congratulations go out to Brigadier General James R. Blackburn, III Corps Deputy Commanding 

General (and 75th Commander of the Regiment).  Elements of Headquarters III Corps are serving in 

Afghanistan.  His official promotion to Brigadier took place on 3 September 2013.    

Following his assignment as Deputy Corps Commander BG Blackburn will be reassigned to Fort Stewart, 

GA to serve as the Assistant Division Commander (Maneuver), 3rd Infantry Division.  Several of his former 

NCO’s from his time as a Second Lieutenant are looking forward to attending the official ceremony at 

Fort Stewart. 

Retired former RCSM Roger Blackwood reports that he attended the 72d Colonel, MG Brad May's 

retirement dinner on November 22, 2013 and the change of command the next day at Ft Eustis.  MG 

May will spend his retirement in his home state of Louisiana.  The 2d Cav legacy was in all speeches by 

MG May and the TRADOC Commander, GEN Robert Cone; A fitting tribute to a former RCO of our 

Regiment.   

Former E Troop 2/2 Armored Cavalry Regiment Commander during Desert Storm, Herbert R. McMaster 

was selected for the appointment to Lieutenant General and assignment as Deputy Commanding 

General, Futures/Director, Army Capabilities Integration Center, TRADOC at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, 

Virginia.  McMaster had been serving as the Commanding General, US Army Maneuver Center of 

Excellence and Fort Benning, in Georgia.  The announcement was made on 18 February 2014. 

Former Regimental CSM Curtis L. Patton remains hospitalized in southern California much of this year.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with him and his gracious wife Bianca during this difficult time. If anyone 

would like to send him a card or letter of encouragement, his address is 1414 Starry Skies Road 

Beaumont, CA 92223-8442. 

 With elements of the Regiment downrange, it was the responsibility of the Dragoon Ready Reserve 

(DR2) to command and operate the “Rear Detachment.”  Recently the DR2 held a farewell party for four 

of its leaders.  It was held at the Zinkovy Castle outside of Klatovy Czech Republic, about 40 miles from 

the German border.  This was a well-thought out choice as this was the same castle that was the 

Regimental Headquarters as the Second World War ended in May 1945. 

 

The group said farewell to LTC Don Stewart DR2 XO, Major Gary Carty, DR2 S3 and Major Austin 

Maples who was dual hated as the HHT Commander and the CHOPS (CHief of OPerationS) and managed 

the daily operations of the DR2.  LTC Stewart headed to Fort Knox to serve as the Human Resources 

Center (HRC) G3/5/7 Deputy before assuming battalion command next year.  MAJ Carty will head to the 

Command and General Staff College this summer while MAJ Maples will be participating in an 

Interagency Fellowship Program.   

 

DR 2 Commander LTC John R. Best was also honored.  However,  he will be remaining as Deputy 

Commanding Officer for another year.  His support of our Association is more than appreciated by those 

of us who toil in the trenches.    
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In the March 2014 edition of Army, the AUSA publication, two 2d Cavalry officers were mentioned.  In a 

standard article for and by company commanders.  Major Dave Gohlich, with his 2d Cavalry patch 

showing in a photo, gave his advice “You are not the focal point of your subordinates’ lives.”   

Rick Maze, the editor, in a piece on junior leader, used a photo of Captain Troy Peterson who was 

directing a helicopter strike “…during the 2011 U.S. Army Europe Best Junior Officer Competition held in 

Grafenwohr…he was named top officer at the end of the weeklong contest.  I know it’s been a couple of 

years since Captain Peterson met that accomplishment but accolades even late is better than never.—

The Editor. 

Membership Applications 

With more and more “business” being conducted on-line, the Association has chosen a new website (or 

URL : 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=i6tau7bab&oeidk=a07e7zap29ff04c7c61 

The above membership form reflects the change and can be emailed to prospective members. Please 

discontinue use of any earlier forms.  Chris Golden; Executive Director.    

Spur of the Moment 

The Regimental Association Store “Spur of the Moment” provides 2d Cavalry unique items for sale to 

our members.   As we pointed out in the October edition, we now have a specific  “2d Armored Cavalry 

Regiment, Since 1836” with Regimental unit crest centered and embroidered on the left breast polo 

shirt.  There is no lettering on the sleeves.   

The shirts come in red with white lettering, and are light weight and are a perfect way to advertise your 

Cold War service with the Regiment during the summer months for only $37.00.  Sizes small to 2XXL.   

With increased demand, we have ordered more belt buckles, remembering our heritage as 2d Dragoons. 

These numbered items are offered for sale for the special price of $35.00; postage included. You can go 

on line to Dragoon.org and order from the “Spur of the Moment” website. 

  

 

  

 

 

  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=i6tau7bab&oeidk=a07e7zap29ff04c7c61
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One month before terrorist destroyed the Marine Barracks outside of Beirut Lebanon killing some 241 

Marines, Navy Corpsmen and three soldiers, Randall A. Carlson, a former platoon leader in B Troop 1st 

Squadron and later the Squadron Border Officer was also killed in the morass of Lebanon. (See 

Footnotes) 

Carlson, then a Major was member of the UN Truce Supervision Organization in Lebanon (focused on 

the truce between Israel and Arab countries)(See Footnote).  He was killed on September 25, 1982 when 

his vehicle hit a mine, killing Randy and another member of his team, another American 

officer.   Reports indicate two other UN mission members were killed as well. 

Carlson, a native of Connecticut, graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1970 and then 

attended the Ranger School and Armor Officers Basic.  He then was assigned to B Troop, 1st Squadron, 

serving first as the 2d Platoon leader. 

“He did a super job as a MI [Military Intelligence] guy detailed to Armor; he really took care of his 

people” his Troop  commander Bill Barry recalls, “he was a bachelor Lieutenant who spent much of his 

off duty time in the billets, making himself available to his men.”    

1LT Carlson then became the Squadron Border Officer (when there was a real inter-German one) before 

leaving for a MI Battalion assignment, advanced schooling including two years in Paris studying French.  

He later taught French at the Military Academy, and was also researching and writing a book about the 

French Resistance during WWII that was lost with his death.   

 Bill Barry commented:  “His terrible loss in 1982 is a contrast to our efforts in the Mideast in succeeding 

years, culminating with the Regiment’s recent tours of duty in Iraq and Afghanistan as  today’s Dragoons 

successfully helped execute American strategy our part of that continuing war on terror in that part of 

the world!.  I think that Randy would be very proud of his former Regiment, and its ability to adapt to 

the mission(s) assigned. ” Certainly all who knew him hold a fond memory or two of Randy in our heart. 

FOOTNOTES 

On October 23, 1983 two truck bombs struck separate buildings housing United States and French forces serving a 
part of the Multinational Force (MNF) trying to keep the peace between Israel and the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO).  Israel had invaded Lebanon in 1982.  In addition to those killed instantly, 128 were wounded; 
thirteen later died.  The French paratroopers lost 58 killed and another 15 wounded.  A group calling itself Islamic 
Jihad claimed responsibility.  Source: Wikipedia 

The United Nations (UN) Truce Supervision Organization was formed in 1948 and performed peace keeping 
operations using military observers from the UN members.  Its primary focus was on the Middle East and was to 
“monitor ceasefires, supervise armistice agreements [and] prevent isolated incidents from escalating…” among 
other tasks. French is a second language in Lebanon and Randy Carlson spoke fluent French.  Therefore it is not 
surprising he was selected to serve on this United Nations mission. Source: Wikipedia.  
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Russell Luppo, born: 17 October, 1923, died on 5 April, 2014.  He was a long-time member of the 2d 

Cavalry Association and attended many of the reunions.  He served in the Regiment in WWII in C Troop, 

42d Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, 2d Cavalry Group.  He was buried in Jackson, MI on 10 April 

2014. The Association was represented by Rob Torrance.  His daughter Renee Luppo pointed out that 

Russ always wore his 2d Cavalry tie-tack and a 2d Cavalry ring; and he was buried with his ring.  Rob also 

mentioned that the American Legion volunteers who were present for the funeral duties were taken by 

his wearing of his Cavalry Stetson and 2d Cavalry shirt at two events as a part of “a real Cavalry send 

off.” 

 William (Bill) Irving of Horsham, PA.  Bill died early February at the age of 96.  He served in WWII with 

the Regiment; a roster review of the Regimental WWII history indicates Bill served with the 2d Cavalry 

Group headquarters element.  There will be a memorial service for Bill on May 17, 2014 in Horsham, 

PA.  We have been asked to help with notification of any living WWII Cavalryman friends of Bill. We will 

also have an Association representative present. 

Harry F. Euker of Huntingdon Valley, PA passed away at the age of 93 on September 10, 2013.  His 

service was held four days later.  Harry was a World War II C Troop 42d Squadron veteran and a life 

member of our Association. 

1SG (Retired) Paul Garcia, a former long serving C Troop NCO passed away on 19 January 2004 at the 

age of 49; he was buried at Fort Logan, Colorado just outside of Denver. He left behind his wife Angela 

and two daughters, Kathrin and Julia all of Bindlach, Germany. Paul spent his first several years in the 

Army in C Troop serving under several commanders and first sergeants.  These included 1SG’s Jack 

Miller, Ned Devereaux, and Dusty Collins among others.  Some memories from those he served with: 

Dave Gettman, Dragoon Base, who served with Paul as young troopers:  “I knew Paul from January 

1974 until February 1975. We were extremely close during that time, and pulled some s…t I’d just as 

soon not repeat. 

Jack Miller:  “I spent a lot of time with Paul when he was a young soldier; anyone could see his potential 

he had although at a younger age he did not always think old soldiers should be preaching to him. We 

often laughed about that after he made First Sergeant himself…his turning point was probably when he 

had to choose between peer pressure and being what he deep down inside wanted to be.  And that 

was being a soldier.  We spent a lot of time talking about values, respect and discipline and 

responsibility, especially after he met his wife Angela. I was with the Army forty-four years as a soldier 

and a DA Civilian.  As the old saying goes “You remember Soldiers who are exceptionally good or bad.” 

Paul was an exceptionally good soldier and I will always be grateful to have known him.” 

Ned Devereaux:  “It was easy after a few weeks as 1SG of C Troop to see who the really good NCO’s 

were and who just wore stripes.  Paul was not only good; he was outstanding as a scout, and as a leader.    

Paul, who went from Private to Sergeant (Promotable) in the Troop, had the institutional knowledge of  
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the Troop’s past good and bad behavior.  In making changes in training, holding NCO’s more 

responsibleand other Sergeants Business, I could always rely on Paul to tell me if I was on the right track.  

And he was always diplomatic about telling me I didn’t know what I was doing.  Jack Miller trained him 

well.”             

One aspect of Paul’s career in C Troop was serving for two commanders as Captains, Tom Molino and 

Doug Lute who respectively served as the 67th and 70th Colonel’s of the Regiment.  Paul was proud of his 

service and especially proud his Captain’s did well.  They remember Paul: 

Tom Molino: “I remember him clearly and he was one of the soldiers I truly watched grow from a boy to 

a man…I watched him grow and mature right in front of my eyes. When we were short track mechanics, 

he volunteered and found his niche in that role. When he was made an "acting Jack" I gave him my usual 

lecture about being a leader vice a peer; he responded magnificently. Years later when we were both 

retired, I was working an event at Grafenwoehr for USAREUR when I ran into Paul at the PX and we had 

a great "do you remember..." session. May he rest in peace.” 

Doug Lute:   “I remember him as energetic, expert in the diverse skills of a scout, cared for his troopers, 

superb on the border, very level-headed.  I was always confident when we gave him a mission.” 

Editor Note:  Paul Garcia’s death was noted by his friends but not the Association when he passed.  It 

was as a matter of honor to a long serving 2d ACR Trooper that we note his passing now, eleven years 

later. It is never too late to remember our fellow Cavalrymen who have passed on to Fiddlers Green.  

William Abner Smith III was a platoon leader with 1st platoon, B Company, 1st Battalion, 2ACR, 

Bindlach, arriving around 1960.  On November 19, 2013 he passed on at age 75 in Searcy, Arkansas. He 

is survived by his son, William Abner IV and wife Brenda Smith of Dallas, and sister, Sharon and husband 

David Remagen of Tacoma, WA.  

Forrest B. Watkins served as a 1SG in F Troop, H CO and HHT 2/2 ACR from 1987 to 1990. Born August 

31, 1953 St Louis, Mo; died June 3, 2013. SGM (Retired) Ray Anderson reported:  “I had known him for 

over forty years. He and I went through AIT together and were in the Dueler's HQ Tank Section together 

in 1972-1974 when the Dueler was a battalion/squadron commander at Fort Carson and again in the 

Regiment as 1SG’s.”   

When former Squadron Commander Frank Hurd learned of his passing he commented:  “1SG Watkins 

was the consummate cavalryman.  He was a true leader and a mentor.  I did not have or could I have 

had a better 1SG in the Squadron, he never failed to accomplish the mission and his troops and NCOs 

loved him.   While he decided to retire from 2/2 ACR for personal reasons it was clear to all who knew 

him that he was on his way becoming a tremendous CSM.  His retirement was the Army’s loss but a real 

gain for his loving wife Renee and his children.  He was a friend who will be missed. “  
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Bruce, as he was known to his friends, leaves behind his wife of almost forty years Renee and two 

children, Catheryn and Robert, and seven grandchildren.  One of his greatest delights was teaching his 

grandchildren age-appropriate hunting or fishing skills in his retirement. Burial was held in Platte, South 

Dakota. 

Leonard “Bruce” Odom, a former member of the headquarters tank section, Regimental Headquarters 

Troop 1961-63 in Nurnberg passed away on November 16, 2013 in Athens, Texas.  He is survived by his 

wife of 42 years, Karla and two daughters as well as three brothers and sisters.  Following his military 

service, Bruce spent 35 years teaching government at Trinity Valley Community College.  

Robb Russell, a former Specialist 4 medic in Headquarters Troop, 3/2 Armored Cavalry Regiment in 

Amberg, 1977-1979 passed away Christmas eve, 2013.  Rob was the creator of the current Dragoon 

Base.com website. 

Todd R. Melcher, a former Sergeant E-5 Company H, 2/2 Armored Cavalry Regiment in Bamberg 1974-

1976 passed away on December 27, 2013. Melcher was an active member of the Dragoon.com website. 

 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Editor Note:  Many of the Fiddler’s Green notices we receive are due to the close ties we continue to 
share with our Dragoon Base members and through notices sent to our Dragoon.org websites. 
  
Dragoon Base was created in order to continue long after our service commitment was ancient history, 
that camaraderie we all felt while members of the 2d Dragoon brother/sisterhood. Part of that 
camaraderie is sharing the loss of a brother or sister in arms and keeping their memory alive. 
  
If you have information of a fellow Dragoon who has passed on to Fiddler’s Green, please honor them by 
sharing the information. Messages can be left at http://dragoonbase.com/ or by contacting Dave 
Gettman directly at deddygetty1@comcast.net. 

  
  

http://dragoonbase.com/
mailto:deddygetty1@comcast.net
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Editor’s Note:  When Colonel Bob Wagner (60th Colonel) aka “The Dueler” was in command, my Troop 

commander Doug Lute was declared the winner of one of Colonel Wagner’s many competitive unit 

events, which he used to improve training and build unit cohesion. As the 1SG, I had a front row seat in 

observing his interactions with my unit and observed the profound effect that Dueler’s policies and 

leadership had on the training, discipline, and cohesiveness of my unit and the Regiment. Dueler often 

appeared larger than life to those of us serving under him during his three years commanding the 

Regiment. To honor the memory of the Regiment’s 60th warrior leader a few memories of The Dueler 

follow. 

Former 2/2 Squadron Commander and 61st Colonel of the Brave Rifles Mike Lyle: “The Dueler was the 

best maneuver trainer and tactician I have known. One of his mottos was ‘Train to Fight’ and his training 

techniques found their way into Army Doctrine in the 80's! He also revamped officer development 

training in Cadet Command, making it tough, vigorous, realistic and rewarding! Most forget that his 

other two mottos were ‘To Care the Most’ and ‘To Cover Ourselves with Glory’! 

“Unofficial victories of the 2nd Dragoons in several major exercises in Germany prove that. The 

"Kingdom of Dragoon" developed a bunch of great cavalry warriors! We owe him a hearty ‘Toujours 

Pret’!!!”  

  

Former 3/2 Executive Officer and 66th Colonel John Eberle remembers:  “As the General Defense Plans 

were refined under Dueler’s reign each squadron was finally required to present a logistics terrain 

walk.   As Third Squadron XO I was given the task of taking the squadron motor officer (Mike Trahan) 

and the S-4 (Tony Harriman) to the appointed place near the border to meet the Dueler to give the brief.  

 

“The briefings were prepared, polished, and rehearsed-the tent was set up in case of inclement 

weather-everyone was in good spirits, but a little apprehensive as the Dueler’s arrival time neared.  As 

his helicopter landed we approached and saluted.  Only then did I realize that Mike and Tony had 

donned their berets instead of the fatigue cap that Wagner had just ordered the Regiment into after 

losing the fight to retain the beret.   I could immediately see that the Dueler was not happy…he lit into 

us as only the Dueler could do…telling us that the beret was gone that no one better see a Cav soldier 

with another or he would suffer the consequences.  

 
“At that we proceeded with the briefings.   Both of the superb young lieutenants presented flawless 

briefings, there was some give and take during the brief, and I sensed that the tension over the berets 

was easing a little.  As the last briefer concluded we left the tent and proceeded toward the helicopter 

for Dueler’s departure.  As we stepped out of the tent he put an arm around each lieutenant and said, 

‘Boys thank you for a great briefing.  I was pretty rough on you when I landed and saw those berets.  I 

fought to keep the beret and lost.  We have our marching orders let’s be good cavalrymen and follow 

the orders-get rid of the berets.  You guys are great.’   The Dueler could be tough, but he also recognized 

hard work and talent, and a little pat on the back that day will be remembered for a lifetime.  
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Editor:  And it didn’t take but a few months before The Dueler modified the fatigue hat with a border 

patch over the area of the rank insignia and a nametag on the back.  We were going to be unique in VII 

Corps and USAREUR.  Jerry Kidrick has a story on that as well.   

Then WO1 Jerry Kidrick served in the Regiment right out of flight school arriving in September 1977 and 

leaving in August 1980.  After getting his flying credentials upgraded to Pilot in Charge (PIC) and checked 

out as a border qualified pilot, he was then able to fly the Regimental staff and that included the RCO. 

 

His first time ever flying The Dueler got him relieved, at least temporarily, as a PIC for violating flight 

hour/crew rest restrictions, caused by following The Dueler ‘s orders to fly.  After an investigation the Air 

Field Commander “…based his reversal on discussions he had and an informal survey of his officers who 

to a man had told him that if confronted with the same situation would have done the exact same 

thing.” Thus started his time flying the Dueler. 

 

CWO Jerry Kidrick C and C Pilot “Dragoon Air Force,” officially Support Troop (Air):   “Once I began to fly 

the Dueler in earnest as his pilot I was privy to the entire regimental battle plan by virtue of the 

passengers I would carry and the briefings the Dueler gave as we flew along the border. I had a switch 

up front that was connected to the intercom and command console so I always listened in to the 

conversations in the back. He was a master tactician and knew the Regiments battle plan down to which 

hill our tanks would set up behind if there were ever a border breech. 

 

“I recall one time when we had the VII Corps Commander in the back and as we flew out to the border 

to visit the Squadrons, I heard the Dueler start to explain to him why all of the vehicles in the Regiment 

now had a newly painted experimental camo pattern. The pattern was ‘digital’ before there was such a 

thing (Dual-Tex actually), and the Regiment was supposed to be running a test on a few vehicles for a 

period of time and provide feedback to the Armor Center. It seems the Dueler took it upon himself to 

have all of the Regiment's vehicles painted with the new scheme and it was clear that the Corps CG was 

not happy.  

 

“The conversation was very animated and with much adlibbing on the part of the Dueler his final 

statement on the issue was classic Dueler. He paused when the CG finished and said ‘well honestly, I 

want everyone to know when the 2ACR roles into town just who we are. I want the Regiment to be 

distinctive and these Troopers proud of the unit and who we are.’  The CG didn't say a word. 

   

I made the Army a career for 35 years because of men like him and I always regretted never working 

alongside him after my time in the Regiment.  

 

Mike Lyle again:”Jerry's recollection of the "Dual-Tex" affair is good. The Dueler showed the Corps 

Commander the new camo scheme and said he wanted to test it on 650+ vehicles; The Dueler took his 

(the CG’s) head nod as approval. The Dueler had a penchant for bending rules, instructions and orders as  
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far as he could but never breaking them. He had a great imagination, especially in designing training 

tactics, techniques, procedures and operations.  

 

“His Subaltern Shoot gunnery, Troop Fight ARTEPs, Squadron Clash ARTEPs and REFORGER Battles were 

brilliant! He created the Kingdom of Dragoon. He founded Lucky 16 and he developed the basis for our 

current Officer Development.   

 

One other story on the Kingdom of the Dragoon: LTG Julius W. Becton had just assumed the position of 

the VII Corps Commander and he visited us on the range during Subaltern Shoot. As he sat down, he 

asked The Dueler: “Bob you have established the Kingdom of Dragoon and made yourself King. Where 

does that leave me?”  Wagner quickly replied: “You, Sir, are The Emperor,” and thus ‘The Emperor 

Julius’ was born!   

 

 Former C Troop First Sergeant Ned Devereaux: As MG Mike Lyle has noted yes, the Regiment under The 

Dueler impacted Army Doctrine.  For one example, it became the role of the First Sergeant to manage all 

aspects of battlefield logistics.  “To provide Class I, III, V, IX, vehicle, maintenance and medical 

evacuation well forward on the battlefield” became our mission statement.  This then let the Executive 

Officer focus on Combat Support and be prepared to assume command of the unit should the 

commander be out of action.  This was still doctrine for Armor forces when I retired in 1989. 

Retired SGM Ray Anderson, a former C Troop Platoon Sergeant (and Regimental Master Gunner) 

remembers: 

“I first met The Dueler in 1972 just after I graduated from a pilot AIT training program at Ft Carson, CO. 

The top 10 soldiers from the class were placed in the Headquarters Tank Section of 4th Battalion 70th 

Armor.   LTC Wagner took command and true to his style he put us in the field as much as he 

could.  Working directly with platoon evaluations most of our tanks were in horrible condition.  None of 

the battalion platoon’s ever had five tanks running at the same time so he loaned us out as 

replacements.  Needless to say we spent more time in the field than any other part of the battalion. 

About three months after assuming command he was sent to command 1st Squadron 10th Cavalry. 

Those guys lived in the field, you never went to the field at Ft Carson without an aggressor and it was 

the 10th Cavalry. 

“The next time I met him he was the chief of Staff in the 8th Infantry Division. He was also responsible 

for selling the policy of units being fully uploaded with ammo. Ours was the first unit outside of border 

units to upload tanks and operate routinely with ammo on board starting in 1975. My next encounter 

came when I was assigned to the 2d ACR. I didn't know he was the commander until I was taken to Hof 

for the Regimental orientation. And low and behold he was there.  I knew after the ten years and three 

separate units he was a trend setter.”   A Final Thought:  Mike Lyle when he had last seen The Dueler his 

body was strong but his mind was gone…yet while he did not recognize Mike Lyle, when Mike rendered 

him a hand salute, Wagner responded with a smile and a professional return salute.   He died as he had 

lived, loving the Cavalry. 
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                                                            Fallen Dragoons 
 

 Staff Sergeant Jesse Lee Williams of Elkhart, Indiana died on 17 December 2013 in a helicopter crash 

during combat operations in the Shajau district of Zabul Province Afghanistan.  SSG Williams was 

assigned to Headquarters Troop, Regimental Support Squadron.  A memorial service was held at Rose 

Barracks, Vilseck and his burial was held on January 3, 2014 in Elkhart, Indiana. 

 

He was born August 21, 1983, in Elkhart, to Thomas I. Williams and Deborah M. (Bussard) Passerallo. 

Survivors include his mother and stepfather, Deborah M. and Sam Passerallo of Elkhart; father, Thomas 

I. (Tammy) Williams of Goshen; daughter, Madison Louise Williams of Elkhart; two sisters, Rosanna Lynn 

(Bill) Golupski of South Bend and Sandra K. Williams of Goshen; stepbrother, Sam (Hillary) Passerallo III 

of Elkhart; stepsister, Angela Passerallo of Elkhart; grandmother, Judy Williams of Goshen; grandfathers, 

Donald G. Bussard and Bernard Hartogh, both of Elkhart; 5 nephews and 2 nieces.   

 

Jesse attended Elkhart Central High School and in 2006 completed the U.S. Army Basic Training Course 

at Fort Jackson, SC, while attached to Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry.  SSG Williams' first 

assignment was in Illesheim, Germany, with D Company 412th Aviation Support Battalion (ASB) from 

January 2007 to February 2009. He was assigned to the 101st Airborne Division and worked in the 

Electronics Warfare shop at the Divisional level from Jan. 2009 to Jan. 2012. During this time he 

attended and graduated from Air Assault School. SSG Williams was deployed three times, once to Iraq 

with the 412th ASB from 2007-2008, once to Afghanistan with the 101st Airborne from 2010-2011, and 

once with the 2d Cavalry Regiment starting in July 2013.   

 

Gold Combat Spurs were presented to the family on January 3, 2014 by the Association on behalf of the 

Regimental Commander and the Association. 

 

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Edward Balli of Salinas, California was killed in action in Afghanistan on January 

20, 2014.  He was born on February 9, 1971 and entered the Army as an enlisted soldier following his 

high school graduation.  The Army recognizing his talents selected him into the Army’s Green to Gold 

Program and he was eventually promoted to Warrant Officer from the noncommissioned officer ranks. 

 

CW2 Balli is survived by his wife Kristy of Kapolei, Hawaii, children Michael Donios of Santa Clara, CA; 

Momilani Donios Morales, Desirae Abrera both of Kalapei, HI.  He is survived by his mother Katie Balli 

Trevino of Salinas; his brother Ruben Balli of Gonzales, CA; Cory Balli and sister Sarah Balli of Soledad, 

CA; sister Ofelia Balli Lopez of Gilroy, CA; brother Robert Balli, Jr and sister Anna Balli Luna, both of 

Corpus Christi TX, and sister Aurora Balli Anthony of Michigan.  In addition he left behind several nieces 

and nephews and numerous extended family members from Salinas. 

 

His awards and decorations include two Bronze Star Medals (the first awarded for Iraq in 2005), Purple 

Heart, Army Commendation, Achievement, and Good Conduct Medals.  Additionally the Afghanistan 

and Iraq Campaign Medals and Combat Action Badge were awarded.  
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The funeral for CW2 Edward Balli was held at the main chapel, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii February 7, 

2014.  LTG Anthony G. Crutchfield, then Chief of Staff, US Pacific Command was the General Officer 

representing the Army for CW2 Balli’s funeral.  Prior to the chapel service, he presided over an awards 

ceremony for the family.  Gold Combat Spurs were presented to the mother and widow by the 

Association; the Gold Combat Spurs on CW2 Balli were donated by the Survival Assistance Officer CW3 

Jonathon J. Hunter, a 1st Cavalry Division combat veteran. 

 A grave site service held at The National Cemetery of the Pacific at Punchbowl with 21 gun salute, taps, 

flag folding and presentation.  LTG Crutchfield presented flags to the widow, mother, brother and step-

children of CW2 Balli.  

Major Greg Cassat, MI, the Casualty Assistance Officer in California was kind enough to inform us about 

the memorial ceremony on March 8, 2014 in Salinas.   

From his report: “The weather was perfect with just a hint of a breeze to go along with a cloudless sunny 

day. Thanks to the efforts of many organizations the setting was perfect…The flag received by his 

mother at his internment in Hawaii was spectacularly displayed, along with his Class A uniform 

accoutrements and Cavalry Stetson, at the end of the table…The memorial itself was a heartfelt farewell 

to a hero. Former Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, Representative Sam Farr and the Mayor Joe 

Gunter all spoke eloquently. However the bulk of the meeting was for family members to share their 

feelings regarding their brother, nephew and friend…There were tears, but they were outweighed by 

smiles and laughter…  

…Upon the ending of the food and celebration, I made my way over to the static display of the boots 

and helmet. I thought it fitting that the most prominently displayed item left by one of those to pay final 

respects was a set of golden spurs.”  

 

Editor Note:  I am especially appreciative of the help from Ruben Balli, Edward Balli’s brother for his help 

with the obituary and Major Greg Cassat for his report on the Salinas service.  Thank you too to now LTG 

Anthony G. Crutchfield, and his Executive Assistant Major Joseph J. Miller for their help during my 

mission to the funeral of CW2 Balli.  Thank you too Bob McCorkle, Rob Torrance, and Glen Back who 

have also represented the Regiment and the Association at funerals for our fallen warriors.  
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Reviewing 1863: As the Union Cavalry Comes of Age 

One hundred fifty years ago the Regiment was decisively engaged in Civil War battles.  In this edition we 

will start with an update on some highlights of 1863. The addition of the reference book One Hundred 

Years With the Second Cavalry (first published in 1936, the centennial year of the Regiment), by Major 

Joseph I. Lambert will also serve as a valuable reference post-Civil War as we follow our Regimental 

history. It helped clarify for me many of our actions. 

1863 was a tough year for the Regiment starting at Beverly’s Ford, a part of the definitive Battle of 

Brandy Station, on June 9.  This is where the Regiment and the Union Cavalry proved to Robert E. Lee 

and his Cavalry commander J.E.B. Stuart the Union cavalry had come of age. 

Three cavalry divisions made up the Cavalry Corps.  The 1st Cavalry Division was commanded by 2d 

Cavalry alumni John Buford who also had attached to his command the Reserve Brigade.  This brigade 

was commanded by a brigadier general, Wesley A. Merritt, who, while wearing the single star of a 

brigadier, was still carried as the Captain of C Troop on Regimental rosters.  Readers will recall that the 

Reserve brigade consisted of the 1st, 2d, 5th and 6th US Cavalry Regiments along with the volunteer 6th 

Pennsylvania Cavalry, (also known as Rush’s Lancers).  That would eventually change with the addition 

of the 1st New York Dragoons also known as the 19th New York Volunteer Cavalry and the departure of 

the 6th Cavalry, almost wiped out at Gettysburg. 

In 2013 we wrote about the Regiment at Gettysburg and against Lee’s retreating Army crossed the 

Potomac at Williamsport and Falling Waters. After a lull in battle, again the Regiment was engaged in a 

major battle again around Brandy Station on August 1, 1863. From Major Lambert: 

 “The First Cavalry Division was ordered to make a  reconnaissance toward Culpeper Courthouse on 
August 1 to determine the strength of the enemy in that vicinity…” in which Confederate General JEB 
Stuart’s cavalry…”that he barely escaped being captured with his headquarters. The reconnaissance was 
pushed forward to Brandy Station where a severe engagement took place in which the Second Cavalry 
took a prominent part of the charges and counter charges.  Having accomplished the end sought…” the 
Regiment fell back when attacked by Stuart’s supporting infantry.”  That battle cost the Regiment seven 
killed, twenty-eight wounded and five missing. (Note 1.) 

In the follow up engagement at Rappahannock Station, Lambert makes it a bit clearer:  “Merritt’s 
brigade, was again involved…with the Confederates as the aggressors this time.  The latter, who were on 
a spirited reconnaissance, attacked the Union troops in their camp, but were soon repulsed and driven 
three miles towards the river.”  (Note 2.)   
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Union cavalry historian Stephen Z. Starr writes a general description of the status of not only the 

Regiment but the Cavalry Corps in general around August 1863: 

“After two months of a hard campaign, with constant movement, long marches in midsummer heat, 
almost daily skirmishes and scouts interspersed with several full-scale battles, the Cavalry Corps was 
badly in need of a period of rest and recuperation. Men and animals were worn out; thousands of men 
were dismounted, and thousands more were riding unserviceable horses…Every regiment was badly 
under strength; typically, the 6th Pennsylvania had only 200 men present for duty…” (Note 3)  

Lambert continues:  

 “During October 1863, the regiment turned over its horses to other units and marched to Camp Buford, 
Maryland, where it received new animals and a few recruits. It needed a rest badly, as it had been 
constantly marching and fighting for three months…during the greater part of this time, the command 
was forced to live off the country, because the rapid marches of the cavalry did not permit the supply 
department to keep up with the horsemen.” 

But if the cavalrymen thought they could catch a break, they were wrong.  A warning order was received 

around October 11; by the 14th they had rejoined  General George G. Meade’s Army of the Potomac  at 

Centerville, Virginia.  Lambert again: 

“Meade’s plan was to force a passage of the Rappahannock and attack the Confederates  south of there. 
During the operations, the First Cavalry Division operated on the right side of the army.  Buford forced 
passage of the Hazel River at Rixeyville…” where he joined up with other Union forces. “The Regular 
brigade of this division under Merritt led the advance of the army and frequently engaged the cavalry 
and rear guard of the Rebels, especially at Culpeper and Muddy Run on November 8.” (Note 4). The 
Regiment was led by Captain George A. Gordon during the engagement this date. 

However, it was not quite yet time to fall in on winter quarters.  During the Mine Run Campaign of 

November 26 to December 2, basically the 1st Cavalry Division guarded the trains. 

“The Reserve Brigade… moved out from camp November 26 and marched to Stevensburg, where a line 
of vedettes was established around the town.  The next day it proceeded to Ely’s and Culpeper Fords on 
the Rapidan, where it protected the trains at these points.  It was also given the task of guarding the 
fords from Germannia to the mouth of the Rapidan  and Richard’s Ford.  Until the Brigade returned to 
Culpeper, Virginia December 2, it was constantly engaged in fighting guerillas and preventing attacks 
upon the wagon train.” (Note 5).   

Finally it was time  for winter camp.  The Regiment moved to a camp at Mitchell’s Station, a few miles 

south of Culpeper Court House, where they would perform picket duties along the Rapidan River. The 

Regiment would remain in winter camp performing provost duty as well as picketing until the fighting 

conditions were such that the two armies, Union and Confederate were ready to get back into serious 

fighting. 
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Observations on the Cavalry at its Winter Camps 

Civil War cavalry historian Stephen Z. Starr begins one of his chapters with these words quoted from a 

Union officer on the scene: 

“At the conclusion of the Mine Run campaign with major operations made impossible by the weather, 
the two armies settled down for the winter.  The Union cavalry, its camps located in the neighborhood 
of Culpeper, Stevensburg, Brandy Station and Warrenton, was to winter in a countryside that two years 
of war had turned into a barren, desolated wilderness, fouled with the refuse of long-abandoned camps, 
the fields uncultivated and overgrown with weeds, an occasional chimney to mark the site of what had 
been a farmhouse or mansion, all fences, livestock and people gone, acres of stumps where forests had 
stood…and here and there…a little mound of earth, marked by a bit of board, on which is scrawled the 
name of the soldier who lies where he fell, in this desert region…” (Note 6) 

Each regiment was given a piece of ground in which to set up their winter camp, company streets were 

laid out, and erecting log huts for shelter was the first order of business.  As Stephen Z. Starr points out 

they had two earlier years of practice so the huts fit a pattern.   

“Roughly twelve feet long by seven feet wide, the hut was built of logs, the side walls five or six feet 
high…[and the logs] were chinked with clay or mud. The roof was sometimes thatched, but more 
commonly consisted of the men’s shelter halves joined together...The cabin was entered through a door 
of sorts, which was frequently nothing more than a blanket hung over the opening, and there were 
usually one or two windows.  Built into the front wall, next to the doorway, was a stone or brick 
fireplace from which the smoke escaped, at least when the wind blew from the right direction…” (Note 
7)   

“In addition to building their own huts, the enlisted men were also expected to build, or assist in 
building, housing for the officers…The camp of the 1st New York Dragoons ‘(19th New York)presented a 
marvelous combination of architectural display, some of the officers’ dwellings being quite 
pretentious’…(Note 8). 

Starr continues to write: 

“Indeed, the only complaint the troopers of the 19th New York had was that they were joined with the 
‘cowardly regulars’ of the 1st, 2nd, and 5th United States in the Reserve Brigade; they were ‘disgusted’ to 
have to associate with such a ‘foul-mouthed set of blackguards,’ and their historian noted that ‘there 
existed no spirit of congeniality’ between themselves and the Regulars.”  Starr points out that there is 
no record of what the Regulars thought of the 19th New York Volunteers.  He also points out that the 
historian for the 6th Pennsylvania, who was also their chaplain, “chose not to say anything derogatory 
about them in his regimental history.”  (Note 9). 

But for the cavalry Starr points out: 

 “The chief victims of the winter were the horses. Some regiments went to the trouble of corduroying 
the horse lines, which at least saved the animals from having to stand in deep cold mud for days on 
end.”   Some regiments went to great ends to construct windbreaks, and overhead cover to protect their  
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horses but clearly they were the minority.  To save a few dollars on buying a few tarpaulins, thousands 
of dollars of horses died or were ruined during the winter camp. (Note 10). 

Perhaps the best commentary quoted from Starr was simple: “‘They [the horses] stood at the picket-

rope in mud halfway up to their knees, and in the spring the survivors were in bad condition.’ Indeed, 

one may wonder that there were any survivors at all.”  (Note 11) 

There is an old adage “idle hands are the devil’s handmaiden” so troops had to be kept busy.  Starr 

points out that: 

 “…throughout the winter, from a quarter to a half or more of each regiment was out on picket duty for 
periods of three days or longer…and for other reasons such as “…away on a scout, a reconnaissance, or 
an expedition to hunt guerrillas.”  Interior guard, guarding the Union infantry out getting wood, and one 
of my personal favorites, “Bull Guard’s to protect the large herd of beef cattle…” that feed the troops.  
Plus new trooper training, parades, inspections, and “all manner of regulation fol-de-rol.” (Note 12.) 

 “More than one regimental historian wrote of the winter of 1863-1864 as a season of unremitting hard 

work and exhausting duty…” (Note 13) but there is some question if it was all work when one had a 

comfortable cabin to live in and dry clothes to put on. 

Lambert sums up the winter camp experience simply:  “…the Second was quite comfortable until the 

next campaign started in May, 1864.” (Note 14). 

January thru March 1864: Grant Takes Command 

Despite the seemingly rote routine in winter camp, there were some activities directed against the 

Confederates.  On the 6th and 7th of February, Brigadier General Merritt, in command of the 1st Cavalry 

division was directed to do a “demonstration” at Barnett’s Ford, with at least one battery of artillery.  

The demonstration would be as to cross and attack the enemy there and on the upper Rapidan River.  

As the 2d US Cavalry was still a part of the Reserve Brigade, attached to the 1st Cavalry Division, it is 

reasonable to expect they may have been involved in the “demonstration” simply to give the troopers 

something edgy to do.  Concurrently I, II, III and VI Corps (Infantry) were each given tasks to do…in part 

to fake out the Confederate forces and to keep them off balance during what would be a restful period. 

(Note 15.) 

Changes in the command structure took place in early spring as well that would fundamentally change 

the way the war was exercised in Virginia.  Newly promoted Lieutenant General Ulysses S Grant, 

successful in the west, was brought east to take command of all Union armies on March 12, 1864.  

Grant’s friend Major General Philip H. Sheridan came east to take charge of the cavalry relieving  Major 

General Alfred Pleasanton (2d Dragoons) of command of the cavalry corps.  Major General George G. 

Meade, appointed as commander just before Gettysburg remained in command of the Army of the 

Potomac.   
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An infantryman, Brigadier General Albert T.A. Torbert, took command of the 3,000 man 1st Cavalry 

Division with the sad death of John Buford.  However, Tolbert became ill, and General Merritt moved up 

from command of the Reserve brigade to command the division just as the fighting season began. It was 

Merritt who led the division during the battle of Spotsylvania.  We will read more of this battle in a 

moment. 

The other two division commanders were David McM. Gregg (1st Dragoons) and James H. Wilson, a 

former typographical engineer with a strong bent toward the cavalry. All three division commanders 

were graduates of West Point as was Sheridan himself. 

There were two immediate results of all these personnel moves.  First, Grant was now in a position to 

coordinate and direct all Union ground forces east and west, with Major General Philip T. Sherman 

eventually cutting a swath across the south, capturing Atlanta and heading further east to Charleston, 

South Carolina destroying the south’s logistics network among other accomplishments.    

Sheridan was not a political general. He was known as an aggressive and skilled commander, was a 

friend to and had fought with Grant in the west. Best of all he could speak truth to power. And he did.   

Lambert writes:   

“Sheridan noticed that the horses of the cavalry were in a run-down condition because they were used 
on constant picket duty on a line of about sixty miles.  He recommended to Meade that his [cavalry] 
corps be relieved from this duty and concentrated in order to destroy the enemy cavalry.  Meade did 
not see how the front and flanks of the army could be protected under these conditions but he relieved 
most of the horsemen from picket duty.”  (Note 16) 

 Grant’s strategy is simple as far as the eastern theater is concerned.  It will be a massive and 

coordinated campaign involving all Union armies.  In Virginia, his Army of 120,000 men is up against 

Robert E. Lee and a force of some 64,000.  Grant's campaign objective was not the Confederate capital 

of Richmond, but the destruction of Lee's army something Lincoln had long advocated. Grant ordered 

Meade, "Wherever Lee goes, there you will go also.”  And this movement would  include three major 

battles, the Wilderness (May 5-6), Spotsylvania (May 8-12) and culminating at Cold Harbor (June 1-3).  

We will stay focused on the Regiment. 

The Union Moves South 

On May 4, 1864, the Union Army of the Potomac began their move against Robert E. Lee’s left flank 

starting with the trenches at Mine Run in the campaign known today as “The Wilderness.”  The 10,000 

man cavalry corps was split with two cavalry divisions moving in front of the II and V Corps and the 1st 

Cavalry Division remained in the rear protecting the valuable union trains.    

Editor:  See the overall campaign map and Sheridan campaign maps next pages. 
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The Regiment crossed the Rapidan River at Ely’s Ford the same day heading for Gordonsville still 

guarding the trains. By the 7th, the Union army was aiming toward Spotsylvania Court House.  Grant, 

whose ultimate goal was the Confederate capitol of Richmond, figured that at the crossroads at 

Spotsylvania Court House, he would be able to put his army between Lee and Richmond, forcing Lee to 

fight on ground more advantageous to the Union army.  But Lee’s forces got their first. 

The trains headed toward Piney Branch Church but found the area already occupied by Lee’s troops. 

“The Reserve Brigade was placed on the Spotsylvania Road and…after some severe fighting, especially to 

Merritt’s front, the Confederates gave way and were pursued nearly to Spotsylvania Court House.” But it 

was clearly more severe than simple words as described by Lambert.  (Note 17).  

Todd’s Tavern 

“Two miles south of Todd's Tavern, at the junction of the Piney Branch Road, [Confederate cavalry 
commander Fitz] Lee halted and threw up logworks. Merritt attacked him there in the late afternoon on 
the Brock Road, while Brigadier General Henry E. Davies brigade of Gregg's division advanced against 
Lee's right via the Piney Branch Road. This fight between Lee and Merritt developed into the deadliest 
phase of the battle. The 1st New York Dragoons alone lost 91 men in the action, the highest loss of any 
cavalry regiment in a single engagement during the war.  

“At one point in the battle, the Confederate logworks caught fire, but the soldiers simply shot at one 
another through the flames. Merritt finally captured the logworks late in the day, but as night drew on 
he withdrew his division towards Todd's Tavern enabling Lee to reoccupy them.” (Note 18)  

 Lambert, in referring to the severe fighting points out “…the men exhausted their rifle ammunition 
without being able to renew the supply.  From this time until relieved by the Fifth Corps about 8:00 am, 
they amused themselves by firing at the Rebels with their pistols. (Note 19). Of historical significance, 
this was the largest dismounted cavalry against dismounted cavalry fight in the Civil War. 

At this point, May 8th, the cavalry’s part in the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House is over.  It would rage 

on however, infantry against infantry.   But the cavalry was still engaged only this time without George 

G. Meade looking over their shoulders. 

The Cavalry Corps Gets Its Independence 

It is here we should note that Meade had a different view on the use of cavalry than Sheridan. At one 

am on May 8th, Meade gave orders directly to the two cavalry division commanders Merritt and Gregg. 

Later in the morning, Meade called for Sheridan to meet with him; Meade “had worked himself into a 

towering passion…Sheridan was equally firey…His language throughout was highly spiced and 

conspicuously italicized with expletives…” Clearly both general’s were hot. 
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Sheridan in his Personal Memoirs writes: “…One word brought on another until, finally, I told him I could 
whip Stuart if he (Meade) would only let me…” Grant’s headquarters were also close to Meade’s and 
“…after this bitter quarrel Meade walked over to Grant’s tent and described the incident to him.  When 
he quoted Sheridan’s remark about going out to whip Stuart if Meade would turn him loose to do it, 
Grant remarked, ‘Did Sheridan say that? Well, he generally knows what he is talking about. Let him start 
out and do it.’” 

Later that evening, Meade’s Chief of Staff “…wrote out the orders that gave Sheridan the independence 

he wanted; he was directed to ‘immediately concentrate…[his] available mounted force, and …proceed 

against the enemy’s cavalry.” (Note 20) 

With the signature of George Meade’s Chief of Staff on the order giving Major General Phillip Sheridan 

the mission statement:  “…to immediately concentrate… [his] available mounted force, and … proceed 

against the enemy’s cavalry” Sheridan wasted no time. That night he gathered his three division 

commanders and told them: “We are going out to fight Stuart’s cavalry…and I know we can beat him.” 

(Note 21) 

 Sheridan’s Richmond raid; May 9-24  

“Sheridan started out on May 9 with approximately ten thousand men and six batteries of horse 

artillery.  Merritt…had the lead, followed by Wilson…Gregg brought up the rear.  Most of the men were 

in high spirits; after five days of nearly unbroken fighting dismounted in the Wilderness…and moving 

from place to place in a brushwood jungle…they were happy to be able to ride their horses in the bright 

sunlight.” (Note 22)  

The troopers were also happy with the pace that Sheridan set.  Unlike his predecessor, Sheridan 

protected his troops and their horses from unnecessary speed marching.  Starr points out that the 

marching column “stretched out over a distance of thirteen miles.” (Note 4)  Sheridan “succeeded in 

passing around Lee’s army without being discovered.  Sometimes later in the day he was overtaken by 

Stuart’s cavalry, who attacked the rear guard.”  Sheridan refused to stop the main body as they crossed 

three rivers and the Regiment actually crossed the North Anna. (Note 23) 

On the morning of May 10, the Confederate artillery began to engage the 2d and 3d Cavalry Divisions as 

they began to cross the North Anna.  The Regiment again performed as the rear guard before the 

Merritt’s Reserve Brigade was sent to Beaver Dam Station where “it took part in a spirited affair.” (Note 

24).  As Beaver Dam Station was Lee’s advanced supply hub in that part of Virginia, great damage was 

caused and after damaging the supply hub, Merritt returned to the main column and Sheridan 

continued to move south. 
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May 11: Yellow Tavern 

On the morning of May 11, Sheridan’s Cavalry Corps had pushed further south to Glenn Allen station on 

the Fredericksburg railroad.  Tracks and equipment were destroyed.  “At this time word came that the  

Confederate cavalry was concentrated at Yellow Tavern between Sheridan’s force and Richmond.  The 

Second Cavalry, under Colonel [Alfred] Gibbs, now commander of the Reserve Brigade “…met the 

enemy first near the intersection of the Telegraph road and the Brook turnpike, six miles from 

Richmond.  They dismounted, sent their horses to the rear, and attacked in a most gallant manner…” 

(Note 25). 

Of historical note, late in the day, the Union cavalry, in hand-to-hand combat, attacked Stuart on 

Telegraph road, and while trying to rally his men, Stuart was killed in action.  Sheridan made the choice 

of not going forward to Richmond but to rejoin Grant’s army marching through a heavy thunderstorm 

that night, skirting but moving thru the outer defenses of the city.  It was Sheridan’s intent to join up 

with Union forces threatening Richmond from the peninsula. 

May 12: Meadow Bridge 

At dawn, Sheridan found his cavalry corps boxed in with manned trenches of Richmond defense forces 

to his front, the swollen Chickahominy River to his left and Confederate cavalry to his rear and ready for 

further battle. In short, the Cavalry corps was trapped between two forces and no room to maneuver. 

The Meadow Bridge was essential to be seized and defended while repairs were made to allow for 

retreat away from the box Sheridan was in.  George Custer and his cavalry were decisively engaged 

fighting and Merritt’s division were sent to do the necessary repairs. 

Lambert describes the action simply:  “While Merritt’s men, including the Second Cavalry, were busily 

engaged in repair work in the face of great difficulties…it was soon repaired and they [Union cavalry] 

began to cross, driving the Rebels before them.” One 2d Cav NCO, a Sergeant Bailey killed in action. 

May 13: Mechanicsville 

 Sheridan successfully pulled his men out of the trap and pointed the head of his column toward 

Mechanicsville and out of harm’s way.  Lambert: 

“The command now moved to Mechanicsville unmolested by the enemy. After leaving this place, the 

Reserve Brigade was attacked vigorously by the Confederate cavalry but the attack was repulsed and the 

whole force camped for the night at Gaine’s Mill.”  

As one of the intents of this campaign was to link up with General Benjamin F. Butler and his Army of 

the James located to the east of and threatening Richmond.  On May 14, “…the command reached a 

point opposite Bermuda Hundred, where General Butler and his headquarters were, and went into 

camp.” (Note 26) 
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On May 17, the cavalry broke camp and moved on an all-night march on a route to take Sheridan back 

to Grant’s army, and on May 18 they went to camp at Baltimore Cross Roads. Here the divisions of 

Gregg and Wilson were sent to Cold Harbor, Custer’s brigade went to Hannover Court House to destroy 

the railroad, and the First Cavalry Division went to work repairing the bridge over the Pamunkey River 

at White House working steadily over twenty-four hours. 

The First Cavalry crossed on the evening of May 22 followed by the other two, and eventually the 

march route took the entire corps to camp on Polecat Creek near Hanover Junction.    

The Historical Impact of the Richmond Raid 

“This raid demonstrated the self-reliance of the cavalry in enemy country. A large mounted force 

operated in the rear of Lee’s army, greatly hampering it’s efficient functioning, destroying railroads and 

millions of dollars worth of property.  In addition, the Confederate cavalry was eliminated to a large 

extent as an important factor in the war.” (Note 27) 

The Fight Continues  

 

On May 26, the command of the First Cavalry Division changes once again with Albert T. A. Torbert in 

command and Merritt back in command of the Reserve Brigade. Battles are fought however on May 

24; Hawes’ Shop on May 28, Old Church on May 30, and the final battle of what is referred to as 

“Grants Advance to the James River”, the battle of Cold Harbor involving the Regiment on May 31. 

(Note 28).  

 

   

 The Old Church battle resulted in three 2d Cavalry troopers killed, part of an estimated 900 soldiers 

from both sides killed during this action.  Lambert points out “With reference to the fighting on this day, 

General Torbert says that at one time in the dismounted fight the Second Cavalry drove the enemy 

before them with their pistols after their carbine ammunition had given out.” (Note 29) 

“In the fighting on May 31 General Merritt’s brigade, which included the Second Cavalry, drove the 

enemy before them for one and one-half miles until the latter took refuge behind breastworks. Merritt 

maneuvered his brigade around to the left forcing the Confederates to abandon their position further 

driving them back another three-quarter of a mile. After taking a defensive position, being told to move, 

being then told to return, the Reserve Brigade was in position behind its own breastworks on the 

morning on June 1 and “…the Confederate infantry made a desperate assault on the Reserve Brigade, 

but were handsomely repulsed by Merritt’s men. After a second unsuccessful assault, the enemy made 

no further attempt until the cavalry was relieved by the infantry Sixth Corps at 10:00 am…”  

For all intents and purposes, this ended the fighting as part of Grant’s army for most of the Cavalry 

Corps.  There were other actions from early June including the movement of the Cavalry Corps back 

north, leaving Grant’s army ending up camped a few miles from Trevilian Station on June 10, 1864. 

We will pick up our history for June and the Valley Campaign with the next edition. 
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FOOTNOTES  

Note 1. Major Joseph I. Lambert; One Hundred Years With the Second Cavalry; The Newton Publishing Company, 
San Antonio, Texas 1999. p. 72-73. This is an unabridged re-publication of the first edition, 1936. 

Note 2.  Lambert; Ibid. 

For clarification, Theophilus F. Rodenbough, From Everglade to Canyon with the Second United States Cavalry: An 
Authentic Account of Service in Florida, Mexico, Virginia, and the Indian Country, 1836-1875; University of 
Oklahoma Press, Norman, 2000 simply describes this action as a general cavalry engagement.  This is the last 
mention of battle for the year according to Rodenbough. As he was serving as the Regimental Commander and 
fought at the Rappahannock Station action, he should know.  

Note 3. Stephen Z. Starr, The Union Cavalry in the Civil War: The War in the East From Gettysburg to Appomattox 
1863-1865; Volume II ; Louisiana State University 1981; pp. 2-3. 

Note 4. Lambert p. 73. Lambert refers to the Reserve Brigade as the Regular Brigade in his writing.  The Reserve 
Brigade is common usage by historians today. 

Note 5.  Lambert, p. 73.  . 

Note 6   Colonel Theodore Lyman quoted in Stephen Z. Starr, The Union Cavalry in the Civil War: Volume II, The 
War in the East From Gettysburg to Appomattox, 1863-1865; p. 35. 

Note 7. Starr, p. 36. 

Note 8.  The 1
st

 Regiment of New York Dragoons had an interesting history.  Formed as the 130
th

 New York, a 
volunteer infantry regiment of ten companies, they deployed to Virginia in August 1862 and fought in southeast 
Virginia including the Siege of Suffolk in April and May 1863. This was the only infantry regiment that was 
converted entirely to cavalry from the infantry during the Civil War.  They were initially designated the 19

th
 

Regiment New York Volunteer Cavalry in July but re-designated officially on September 10, 1863 to the 1
st

 
Regiment of New York Dragoons.  To the casual reader, they have been referred to by both designations 
depending on the historian doing the writing. 

Note 9.  All quotes are per Starr, p. 37. My reference books do not indicate what the Regiment did as some others 
did to fight the problem of “the eternal mud.”  Clearly it was a major problem. Starr writes:  “It lay from four to as 
much as twenty inches deep in the company streets…men had to plow through the bottomless mud and ‘wet feet 
were the rule rather than the exception.’ “ 

Note 10. Starr, p. 38. 

Note 11. Starr, p. 39. 

Note 12. Starr, p. 41. “Fol-de-rol:” Language. Behavior or ideas that are absurd and contrary to good sense. 

Note 13. Ibid. 

Note 14. Lambert, p. 74. 

Note 15. There were other activities near Charlottesville on February 29
th

, and on March 1
st

 at Stanardsville, led by 
Brigadier General George A. Custer and his cavalry brigade. 

Note 16.  Lambert, p. 72-73.  
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Note 17.  Lambert, p. 74. Additionally two troopers were killed, and one Lieutenant wounded. 

Note 18. Battle of Todd Tavern, Brochure, National Parks Service, Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National 
Military Park  

Note 19. Lambert, p. 75. 

Note 20. Starr, p. 95-96.  

Note 21.  Starr; 1981, pp. 96-97.  

Note 22.  Starr; p. 97.  Remember that the mission was not to capture Richmond, but to bring massive forces 
against an ever decreasingly manned Confederate Army and drive them off the battlefield. 

Note 23. Starr p. 99 

Note 24.  Lambert, p. 75. 

Note 25 Ibid. 

Note 26.  Colonel Alfred Gibbs, commanding the 19
th

 New York Volunteer Cavalry (Also known as the 1
st

 Regiment 
of New York Dragoons) was now the Reserve Brigade commander. Glenn Allen station is the current name of this 
Virginia location. Quote reference, Lambert, pp. 75-76.   

Gibbs, a 1846 West Point graduate, he was commissioned in the Mounted Rifles (now 3d US Cavalry), fought in the 
Mexican-American war where he was wounded twice, and wounded again in frontier service fighting the Apaches.  
Of historical significance, Gibbs commanded the only Union army volunteer regiment which was converted from 
an infantry regiment entirely to a cavalry regiment.  

Note 27. Lambert, p. 75-76-77. 

Note 28. Lambert, pp. 76-78. This battle is also known as Matadequin Creek. 

Note 29. Lambert, p. 78. Unrelated to the Regiment but related to the Civil War, the most deadly battle in the 
shortest time took place at Cold Harbor on June 3d. In twenty minutes, seven thousand Union casualties were 
suffered attacking fortified Confederate forces.  Grant regretted his order the rest of his life.   

To give the reader an idea of how horrific the battle was, many of the Union troops predicted the outcome.  One 
dead Massachusetts soldier made an entry in his diary that day wrote: “June 3, 1864, Cold Harbor Virginia. I was 
killed.” Starr writes:  “…on June 3, the battle of Cold Harbor was fought, a senseless frontal assault on a well-
entrenched, thoroughly prepared enemy, in which the Army of the Potomac lost five thousand men in fifteen 
minutes. Cold Harbor was an infantry battle (or slaughter) in which the cavalry played no part.”  Starr, p. 125. 
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Hello from the Reed Museum!  This year has been very busy for the museum, and we are excited to 

have the Regiment back from its deployment to Afghanistan.  During the deployment the museum 

focused its attention on working on some of the behind the scenes aspect of the collection.  We were 

able to get our archival collection re-housed and re-organized.  This has already paid dividends by 

providing us with better access to our archival holdings.  We are also happy to announce that we are 

now on Facebook (www.facebook.com/ReedMuseum)!  On the page we are posting museum updates, 

interesting photographs from our photo collection, history facts, artifacts and everything in between, so 

please come by and check us out. 

Another exciting development with the Regiment is our renewed friendship with the city of Zinkovy, 

Czech Republic.  For those that do not know, Zinkovy was the last WWII headquarters of the 2d Cavalry 

Group.  Today the castle that served as the headquarters is still standing and is in the process of being 

renovated. The site has also been converted into a resort of sorts, with beautiful modern cabins, a 

restaurant/bar and conference room in what use to be the stables.  Members of the Regiment have 

visited the site and met with citizens of Zinkovy several times since last July.  In late February the 

Dragoon Ready Reserve (DR2) hosted a Dining out and Hail and Farewell at the Castle, that included 

tours of the castle, and grounds and a banquet, a good time was had by all.   

The museum is always looking for photographs, and memoirs/stories from World War II, of particular 

interested would be hearing stories about Colonel Reed, Training, and the Battle of Luneville, Operations 

in France, Germany and Czech.  We would also be interested in uniforms or other gear that was used by 

our World War II veterans during their service.  For more information please contact the museum:  

Ryan Meyer 

CMR 411 Box 5166 

APO AE 09112 

Here is a sneak peak of a small exhibit we are currently working on: 

Frontier Headstone, Private John Bolger, B Company, Second United States Dragoons 

Private John Bolger was born in Carlow Ireland in 1825.  After immigrating to the United States he 

settled in New York City and eventually enlisted in Company B, Second United States Dragoons on 15 

March 1852.   

In 1853, Private Bolger and the rest of B Company were stationed at a small operating base named Fort 

Belknap, in north Texas.  Fort Belknap was a fort without defensive works and the northern anchor of a 

chain of forts founded to protect the Texas frontier from the Red River to the Rio Grande.  From it 

troops pursued raiding bands of Indians, and on occasion mounted expeditions from the fort carrying 

the war to the enemy on the plains as far north as Kansas.  Fort Belknap became the hub of a network of 

roads stretching in every direction; the most notable of these was the Butterfield Overland Mail route 

from St. Louis to San Francisco.  

  

http://www.facebook.com/ReedMuseum
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/egb01
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The Regimental records recorded what may have been Private Bolger’s last mission:  

“Lieutenant Arthur D. Tree was sent out from Fort Belknap, Texas, with 20 men of Company B, on March 
8, 1854, in pursuit of a small band of Kickapoos guilty of murdering the Indian Agent and a friend near 
the post. Lieutenant Tree followed the trail into New Mexico and finally got information of the culprits 
near Fort Arbuckle, where they were punished. The detachment returned to Fort Belknap March 28 after 
a march of 360 miles.” 
 
On 13 April 1854, Private John Bolger died at Fort Belknap.  No cause of death is listed; this usually 
indicates that a trooper died of disease or illness.  His remains were re-interred from Fort Belknap to San 
Antonio National Cemetery in 1907, the records of the removal list PVT Bolger’s remains as one of two 
that were identifiable, possibly due to this headstone.   
 
During a road renovation project near the old fort, PVT Bolger’s headstone was unearthed.  The road 
crew and local residences took the stone and turned it into the nearest U.S. Army museum which in turn 
was transferred to the Reed Museum.  This stone is a physical witness and reminder of the selfless 
service and sacrifices our Dragoons have made since the formation of the Regiment in 1836. 

.    
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Belt Buckle $35.00 Numbered Series 

 

 

2d Armored Cavalry Regiment   Light Weight Polo Shirt 

Sizes S-2XL $37.00 

            http://www.secondcavalry.com/cubecart/index.php 
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With the return of the Regiment to Vilseck, artist Jamie Warner will travel as part of the Association 
representation for the return and the Regimental Birthday.  Her latest Print, “The Legacy Continues” will 
be available in Vilseck, and concurrent with this edition of The Thoroughbred, available to our members 
and friends of the Regiment. 

 
This is a limited 500 print run with the print being size 14x20 for $55.00 
  
A minimum twenty percent of the sale price will be donated to the Wounded Warrior Fund to support 
our Association efforts to support our Wounded Warriors. 
 
 
Other Prints Still Available 
 
“Dragoon for Life.”  Her first print for the Association contains nine different drawings covering the 
post-Civil War Plains service, World War II, the occupation, Cold War, Desert Storm, Afghanistan and the 
Memorial now located at Vilseck.   
 
There are about twenty prints left with print numbers from 80-105.  This print sells for $150 with the 
entire amount donated to the Wounded Warrior Fund.  This is a full sized print the same size as the 
prints the late Don Stivers did honoring the Regiment. 
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Cav Country,” is a color version of “The Indian Wars – 2d Cavalry on the Plains” and her second print.
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The print size is 14’x18’ and there are twenty-two prints available for $50.00 per print, postage included. 
While the current photo shows the C Troop guidon, Ms. Warner will modify a new order print with the 
 
Checks are accepted; payee line to Jamie Warner and mail to: 
 

"Stone Haven Art Studio"  
560 Parker Road 
Burgettstown, Pa 15021 
 

Jamie has other art work for sale. Her Facebook page is "Art By Jamie Warner" to see the other works.   
 
Her email address, jamie.warner.art@gmail.com will also get you in contact with her. 
 
For those who don’t know Jamie, she is legally blind.  Through the efforts of Doctor Albert (Al) Biglan 
MD, a former 2d Squadron Surgeon and now a noted Ophthalmologist, he was able to help Jamie regain 
some of her sight.  As a way to thank Doctor Biglan, Jamie offered to draw “Dragoon for Life.” She has 
become part of the Association family.  Her trip to Vilseck is being sponsored by one of our members 
and will be her first trip ever to Europe. She can hardly wait to visit Germany. Editor  
 

mailto:jamie.warner.art@gmail.com

