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RCO visit to DC Feb 2011 - Left to Right:  Sam Palmer, LTC Chris Boyle, COL Jim Blackburn 
(75th Colonel of the Regiment), GEN(RET) John Tilelli (63rd Colonel of the Regiment), Bill 
Bewley, Tom Molino (67th Colonel of the Regiment), Bill Barry 
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DEAR FELLOW DRAGOONS: 
 

 
Permit me to report that the status of our Association is strong and getting stronger.  Since our 
last Thoroughbred publication we have continued our support for the Regiment to continue its 
diligent work to make our Association stronger and more capable of supporting Dragoons and 
Dragoon families.  Some of the highlights of the past few months are:  
 

1. We have continued to represent the Regiment, each of you, and the long and storied 
heritage of the 2d Cavalry at the interment of those Dragoons lost in combat in 
Afghanistan.   We have lost 18 Dragoons this tour, and each one has been a tragic event 
for us all.  Please keep the lost Dragoons and their families in your prayers.  We will 
continue to support these events as a mission of great honor as tasked by COL Blackburn.   
I can assure you that our continued support to this demanding mission would not have 
been possible without the dedicated volunteers from within our ranks who have stepped 
up when asked and willingly given of their time with little notice to represent us all.  In 
each case it has been a significant emotional event. At each event, one of our brothers has 
performed with dignity and honor.  I salute all of them as they represent the best we have 
to offer as “Dragoons for Life”. 

2. COL (Ret) Sam Palmer and COL (Ret) Bill Barry, both former 1/2 Squadron 
Commanders led the Dragoon Wounded Warrior Program.  We owe them and other 
volunteers at Walter Reed and Brooke Army Hospitals a deep debt of gratitude for the 
work they have done to represent us all to the incredible young recovering troopers and 
their families.  They have inspired us all with their courage and eagerness to recover.  
They never cease to smile and express their love of their fellow troopers and the 
Regiment.  It just doesn’t get any better than that, and it motivates us to do all we can for 
them!    God bless them all!  

3. Our memorial fund drive has been under way since February, and we are making great 
progress! As a reminder to you all, we need all the money we can raise to support the 
upgrade of our memorial in Vilseck and to continue our support to Dragoons and 
Dragoon families.  PLEASE – if you have not made your contribution yet, do so today.   I 
am so proud of our success to date but we still need your help!

Our next reunion is 10-12 November in McLean, VA.  We will have this event at the Sheraton 
Hotel, the same location as our last two Washington DC area reunions.  It is a wonderful facility, 
and we hope you can all attend.  Our Committee Chairman is Mike Davis.  Mike will be in touch 
with you with specific details very 
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5. At our reunion we will unveil our newest project for all to see.  Dr. Al Biglan has 
commissioned the creation of an original piece of art work by Jamie Warner, a former patient 
of Al.  The title of this piece is “Dragoon for Life”, and it will be available for you to see and, 
I hope, purchase at the reunion.  I promise you this will be a unique work of art, and one we 
will be able to enjoy forever!  Thanks to Al and Jamie for this contribution to our heritage!   
 6. Since last November we have been visited in Virginia by the RXO, MAJ Al Leath, 
RCSM, CSM Mark Morris, and our RCO, COL Jim Blackburn, 75th

                     

 Colonel of the 
Regiment.  These gentlemen traveled from Afghanistan to Virginia to visit our wounded 
warriors and to spend time with our Association leadership.  Each visit was fantastic, and we 
thank them for the privilege of seeing them in the middle of this deployment.  Pictures of our 
dinner group with COL Blackburn and CSM Morris are included in this issue.  Unfortunately 
the camera broke when we had dinner with Al Leath – kidding sir!  

 
RCSM visit to DC Dec 2011 - Left to Right:  LTC Chris Boyle, CSM Vic Martinez, Bill Bewley, 
RCSM Mark Morris, Chris Golden, Tom Molino (67th Colonel of the Regiment) 
 
In closing, my thanks to our many volunteers!  We could NOT do what we do if it weren’t for 
them!  Get involved folks, and help us find Dragoons from your past.  It is the best way to grow 
our rolls and to enjoy renewal of old friendships.   
 
God bless you all and don’t forget, “Dragoon for Life”!  
 
Bill 
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Board of Governor Minutes 

Teleconference 
December 17, 2010 

Members of the Board Present or Proxy Vote 
 
GEN John Tilelli, USA, Retired, Chairman   Bill Bewley, President 
Bill Heidner       Mike Davis 
MG Robert Mixon, USA, Retired (Proxy)    Tom Stewart (Proxy) 
Frank Hurd  (Proxy)      Chris Golden, Executive   
        Director 
 

Others Invitees 
 
RCSM Mark Morris      Sam Palmer, Wounded Warrior 
Merritt H. Powell Esq.      Ryan Meyer, Museum Curator 
Ned Devereaux, Ex Officio, Board 
 

Invited but Absent 
 
Tom Molino, 67th Colonel     Jim Van Patten, Vilseck Chapter 
MAJ Allen Leth 2/2 SCR      Jason Hastings, Fort Carson   
        Chapter 
Rick Simmons, Fort Hood Chapter    Dr. Albert W. Biglan 

 
Actions/Agenda 
 
Call to Order 1000 hours EST by Bill Bewley with brief welcome remarks before introducing 
RCSM Mark Morris.  RCSM Morris gave a brief summary with a focus on Regimental KIA's, WIA's and 
the appreciation by both the RCO and himself on our support of the Wounded Warrior program.  He 
asked we participate in all the activities of the Regiment upon its redeployment back to Vilseck; we can 
anticipate major events around the third week in July. 
 
The Minutes from the May 16, 2010 Elizabethtown meeting were approved.  The Treasurer’s Report had 
been sent out to the Board via email.  In short, we started the year with approximately $35,000, have a 
current balance of approximately $33,300(-) and year to date income vs. expenses we are down 
approximately $2,240 but expect the account to be in the "black" by year end due to anticipated donations 
and incoming membership revenue.  
 
Chairman's Comments by GEN (Ret) John Tilelli started by welcoming RCSM Morris to the 
teleconference.  He commented:  "We are a helpful appendage to the Regiment and its Troopers" 
reminding the Board and other invitees on the purpose of the Association.  He encouraged all members 
to fully support the board and to be proud of what we are doing for the Regiment. 
 
Executive Director's Update by Chris Golden focused on our efforts to honor those KIA in Afghanistan 
and their families.  Of twelve deaths, eleven funerals were attended by a representative of the 
Association, and Gold Spurs, and an honorary Life Membership were awarded to the family of each KIA.  
The one funeral not attended presented a problem in scheduling and lack of communication by the CAO 
but Gold Spurs were presented to the family after the funeral.  Chris further discussed membership 
numbers and noted the number of new members coming from the Regiment has increased, and we 
expect the membership ranks to increase significantly soon as a result of our work and emphasis by the 
command group. Chris also noted that we have over 400 lapsed memberships that he will be following up 
on for renewals.   
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Committee Reports 
 
The Thoroughbred newsletter was briefed by Ned Devereaux.  Bill Bewley commented that after 
discussion, he and Ned agreed that three editions a year was our target goal for publication.  The next 
edition should be developed in February and out by the end of March.  The story lines and specific help 
needed are outlined below: 
 

• President's Message:      Bill Bewley 
 

• Regimental KIA's including honorary life membership status,  
 and gold spurs awards:      Chris Golden 
     

• Wounded Warrior Program:     Sam Palmer 
     

• Reed Museum and Regimental Education Center Update Ryan Myer 
     

• Book Reviews/Previews      Ned Devereaux & Tom Stewart 
     

• Spur of the Moment (To help drum up sales)   Bill Heidner 
     

• Association News       Ned Devereaux 
     

• Treasurer Report 
   

• Board Minutes 
 
Member Fiddler's Green 
A Tribute to Lou Holz:  Ned is asking for help with this project. If you have a story about Lou that would 
help honor his memory, The Thoroughbred would appreciate hearing from you. Ned also asked for 
assistance from the Regiment with a focus on three topics: The Regiment in Afghanistan; a RCO/RCSM 
Letter to the Association; and a Rear Detachment Update. 
 
Wounded Warrior & KIA was briefed by Sam Palmer.  He started by thanking all those who have been to 
Walter Reed to visit wounded troopers including those from 1/4 Infantry (attached to the Regiment).  Sam 
is visiting Walter Reed about twice a month but on occasion has visited more to deal with specific 
individual WIA needs.  He also addressed some concerns and offered suggestions. 
 
One problem is when the wounded warrior leaves Walter Reed we are unable to fully track the warrior's 
location and progress.  We are assisted by the USAREUR Liaison, SSG Hoyt. 
 
Sam also discussed doing a Regimental Association related Welcome Wounded Warrior basket and by 
extension, a Welcome basket for Mom and Kids Friendly. Motion made, discussed and approved to 
budget $2,000 for this project with a maximum of $150 per Wounded Warrior trooper.   
 
Spurs would not be a part of this basket until a determination is made ("where is the line between") the 
Regiment, the Vilseck Foundation and the Association.  What does each part do, and where do we fit in? 
 
2011 Reunion:  Mike Davis reported coordinating with the hotel continues. We have the same hotel as 
was planned for 2010 and the location of our 2008 reunion in McLean, VA.  Motion made to cut the host 
hotel a check for the deposit, seconded and passed.  A theme for the 2011 reunion to focus on past 
Regimental Command Sergeants Major was made a motion, seconded and passed. 
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Spur of the Moment: Bill Heidner reported heavy sales this month; about twice as much so far as a 
normal month.  Inventory is low ($2844 in inventory) but no bills and $350 in accounts receivable.  A new 
cavalry hat has been obtained from Stetson to add to the products offered.  Bill also reported he would 
coordinate directly with Frank Hurd for end of year accounting for IRS purposes. 
 
Memorial Update:  MAJ Al Leth was unable to participate.  However Bill Bewley reported the project was 
on going and that we would play a meaningful role in the upcoming addition of names and rededication of 
the memorial. Following a brief discussion we received a tasking. 
 
Tasking:  The Chairman GEN Tilelli directed Bill Bewley define our role now and in the future with the 
RCO and RCSM as relates to the role the Association will play in the rededication ceremony and in the 
funding of the memorial modifications.  . 
  
New Chapter Update:  Bill Bewley gave an update on the four area chapters: Vilseck (Jim VanPatten); 
Fort Hood (Rick Simmons); Fort Carson (Jason Hastings) and Michigan (Glenn Back).  Bill commented he 
thought he would need to visit the chapter in Vilseck to help encourage further development that Jason 
Hastings was not finding the support he thought necessary, but Fort Hood has 10 or 11 members so far 
and is moving out well.  Michigan will receive a Bewley visit sometime in 2011.  He also mentioned that 
Glenn Back (representing the Regiment) has put a couple of thousands of miles on his car attending two 
funerals for members of the Regiment killed in Afghanistan.   
 
Museum Update: Ryan Myer started to give a brief presentation on what is happening in Building 342 in 
Vilseck.  However, his transatlantic line came in broken and a bullet email with key points was requested.  
(Note: Will be attached to final draft if/when received.) 
 
Art Project Update: In the absence of Dr. Al Biglan Bill Bewley reported that a special "Dragoon for Life" 
print commissioned by Dr. Biglan is still underway and we have an anticipated print date of February 
2011.  Price is to be determined but all profits would be used by the Association for Association purposes.  
We owe Dr. Biglan a great debt of gratitude for his generous donation of this project and the proceeds it 
will generate for the Association.  
 
President's Comments: Bill Bewley reported he is drafting a letter to the Board covering our activities and 
overall priority of focus for 2011 and beyond.  He offered a short summary and asked for suggestions.  
The summary includes: 
 
. Volunteerism by Association members 
. 2011 Reunion (Veterans Day Weekend) 
. Our assistance with the Museum 
. Regimental Homecoming (July) 
. Wounded Warrior/KIA (On Going) 
. Fund Raising 
 
With a few "Alibis" the Meeting was closed at 1059 hours. 
 



Volume IV, Issue 8             Page 9 
 
                                                                                    
28 March 2011 
 
Members of the 2d Cavalry Association 
Wherever you may be! 
 
 
My Fellow Dragoons, 
 
As the Executive Director of your association there are days that are filled with joy and days that are 
filled with tragedy.  There are no days in which I do not feel great pride and personal satisfaction in being 
involved with this community.   
 
I draw energy from our young soldiers, I draw stamina from our Regimental leadership and I take 
incredible pride in the work done by volunteers like Sam Palmer, Bill Barry and LTC Chris Boyle in our 
wounded warrior program.   
 
I overflow with admiration and appreciation for Dave Gettman who seems destined to get every known 
fact about the 2d Cavalry into his on line history.  And I thank my lucky stars that Frank Hurd carries on 
as our Treasurer and Bill Heidner makes the store run so well.  
 
Above all I am honored to know all of the Dragoons who have represented us at the funerals of our fallen.  
I salute them...  These gentlemen, sometimes at great personal expense of time and wealth perform this 
somber duty with grace and compassion.  All have come away with a great sense of honor and duty 
fulfilled.  From personal experience I know that the families appreciate our being there. 
 
As many of you know I had the opportunity to join the Hidalgo family at West Point for the interment of 
their son 1Lt Daren Hidalgo.  I was privileged and humbled to experience this family’s tragedy and 
heartache.  I also had the honor to meet and know an extraordinary family.   
 
George Patton said it correctly:  “It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who died. Rather we should 
thank God that such men lived.” 
 
We will celebrate these lives once again when we visit Rose Barracks on the 22d of July for the 
rededication of the Dragoon Memorial.  I hope you will join us...if you planning to be in Germany for any 
of the ceremonies (21 Jul..Homecoming .. 22 July Rededication ..27 July Change of Command) I 
encourage you to make your plans now... airline ticket prices will not be coming down during that period 
and hotel rooms will be at a premium.   
 
I know for sure that Bill Bewley and I will be there.  I also know that Dave Gettman is sneaking over the 
Swiss border with his gang of fellow travelers.  Bill and I are staying in Konigstein and would welcome 
others to join us there.  Some place along the line we will be holding a beer call and will welcome all our 
Association members.   
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Speaking of membership let me give you a few facts:   
 

Since January 1st of this year we have added 118 new members (80 from the active unit) 
 
Total members on our rolls are now 1724 with 1425 active at this time 
 
Our E-Mail list has approximately 2200 names on it  
 
Our snail mail list has 260 names on it...(if you have an email address and can accept our 
communications via email please send us your email address...Our email list gets messages and 
updates regularly.  Our snail mail list gets the Thoroughbred and only occasional information...It 
also saves us a lot of money.) 

 
Just a few other thoughts:  
 
Scholarship...the scholarship program kicked off at the end of March.  The $2,500 prize will be awarded 
in Vilseck during our visit. 
 
Order of the Spur..at each funeral our representative presents the family with a set of Gold Combat Spurs 
which signifies the induction of their loved one into the Order of the Spur.  I want to take this opportunity 
to recognize and thank CAVHOOAH for donating the spurs.   
 
Life Memberships..each of the families of our fallen Dragoons will receive a Family Life Membership.  A 
ceremony will be held while we are in July in Vilseck to award these to the visiting families of our fallen.  
 
The Reed Museum will reopen during that same week in July.   
 
The History, Custom and Traditions of the 2d Dragoons (56 pages) ... edited/renovated by yours truly is 
available in a bound - plastic clear cover and hard back printed format - the cost is $15 plus shipping.  
Drop me a note and I will prepare your personal copy...it will be updated with this tour by 1 June). 
 
Finally I want to thank all who so generously and rapidly responded to our request to support the 
renovation of the Memorial.  We are the custodians and responsible for the perpetual care of that 
Memorial.  Your contributions made all of that possible. 
 
If you have not donated yet and would like to please mail a check made out to the "2d Cavalry 
Association" to me at 151 Sargent Street, Newton, MA 02458.  Or you can go to our website: 
www.dragoons.org and donate there.   
 
Thanks again for your service ... and your commitment to our 2d Cavalry Community. 
 
Chris Golden 
Executive Director  
617.413.5787 
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Names in the News 

As announced by the Secretary of Defense on November 17, 2010 that the President has nominated the 
following former Regimental Commander for promotion:  Army Brig. Gen. Bradley W. May has been 
nominated for appointment to the rank of major general. May is currently serving as director, Iraq Training 
and Advisory Team, U.S. Forces-Iraq, Operation New Dawn, Iraq.  Congratulations to the 72d Colonel on 
just the latest of his career achievements. 
Martin E. Dempsey, former B Troop 1st Squadron Platoon Leader (Jan 1975-May 1976), Squadron 
Support Platoon Leader (May 1976-Sep 1977) and Squadron S-1 (Personnel) (Sep 1977-Jun 1978) has 
been nominated for reappointment to the rank of General, and will assume his new duties as Chief of 
Staff of the Army in April 2011. 
 
Raymond F. Chandler III, former Operations Sergeant Major in 1st Squadron was sworn in as the 14th 
Sergeant Major of the Army on March 1, 2011.  From a biography posted on the United States Army 
Sergeants Major Academy webpage some background information. Sergeant Major of the Army (SMA) 
Chandler has served in all tank crewman positions and has had multiple tours as a troop, squadron and 
regimental master gunner. He has served in the 1st Infantry Division (FWD), 2d Infantry Division, 4th 
Infantry Division, 1st Cavalry Division, 3d Armored Division, 2d ACR, 3d ACR, U.S. Army Armor School, 
and the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy. He also served as a 1SG in four different detachments, 
troops and companies. As a Sergeant Major, he served as Operations SGM in 1/2 ACR and as CSM in 
1/7 Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division, United States Army Garrison Fort Leavenworth, KS and the United 
States Army Armor School CSM. CSM Chandler was assigned as the United States Army Sergeants 
Major Academy CSM in December 2007. On 29 June 2009 then CSM Chandler became the 19th 
Commandant of USASMA and the first enlisted commandant in USASMA history.  
Our association is proud of the accomplishments of these three noted former members of the Regiment; 
two of whom have or will assume the two top positions in the United States Army. 

Former Regimental CSM Vic Martinez Retirement  
 Editor Note:  A former member of the Regiment traveled to Fort Irwin in early January to witness the 
retirement ceremony of a mutual friend, former Regimental CSM Vic Martinez.  I thought it was important 
to share this email with the Association members. 
 Just a quick SPOTREP on former RCSM Martinez's retirement ceremony on 7 January 2011.  It 
was held in the multipurpose Club (formally known as the Leader's Club).  It looked like over three 
hundred attended and was standing room only in the largest room they have in the club.  All of his 
beautiful family was present, along with many old Soldiers from his past assignments going back to his 
days as a young Soldier.  I was honored to represent the old Armored Cavalry Regiment of our mutual 
history.    I just wanted to be there to honor him, and to let him know the troopers of the Regiment from 
earlier days salute him and welcome him to our retired ranks.  He was profoundly thoughtful and gracious 
to everyone.  The Army is going to miss him greatly.    
  CSM Martinez's retirement ceremony was one of the best I ever have attended.  CSM Martinez is 
an impressive Soldier in every way, and he showed that during his retirement ceremony.  If ever the Army 
needs a reminder of his loss to the Soldiers and Commanders he has served, all they will have to do is 
play the tape of his comments at this ceremony.  He gave the best farewell/retirement comments I have 
ever heard, including those from every rank up to four-star general.  He captured the essence of being a 
Soldier and leader with great eloquence and sincerity.  I know all in attendance felt the same way.  I think 
those in attendance understood the same thing.  He was pure class in all that he said and did.  I know it 
made his family, his fellow NCOs and all there very proud.  I am very proud of him and will make sure I let 
him know that when next I communicate with or see him. 
  Anyway, a great Soldier and Regimental Command Sergeant Major of the 2d Dragoons and the 
National Training Center has taken off his uniform and left his beloved Soldiers to carry on.  They will do 
well, as he prepared them well through his professionalism and shining example of leadership and caring.  
I think he soon will find that always he will be serving his Army and all the units he was a part of over his 
27 years in uniform.  Always, he will remain a Soldier.  Just like all of us, he will soon discover how much 
he misses the call to duty and wish he was back taking care of Soldiers and the mission. 
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58th Colonel of the Regiment Laid to Rest 

 MG (Ret) John W. Hudachek, our 58th Colonel, was laid to rest with great dignity and full military 
honors at Arlington National Cemetery on 29 December 2010 in the presence of a great number of family 
and friends. Tom Molino, our 67th Colonel, who served under MG Hudachek in the Regiment and in the 
4th Infantry Division, represented the 2d Cavalry Association. As Regimental Commander, Colonel 
Hudachek introduced the concept of the active defense to the VII Corps Covering Force along the Iron 
Curtain. He was an innovator in the realm of training and field exercises and a stickler for the Army’s 
maintenance management procedures. It is remarkable to note the number of junior officers who served 
under then Colonel Hudachek who went on to positions of great responsibility in later years. Gen William 
Crouch, Gen Tommy Franks, Gen Martin Dempsey, MG Nick Krawciw, and MG Dennis Malcor are just a 
few of the names that come to mind quickly. MG Hudachek’s memorial cards had only a single 
photograph -- that of him as Colonel of our Regiment! May he rest in peace, truly a Dragoon Forever. 

                                                       
 Colonel Molino remembers the 58th:  Colonel Hudachek took over the 2d Cav while I 
commanded C Troop. I remember his first visit to Bindlach where he asked the Troop Commanders about 
each of his vehicles that was on the current deadline report. He wanted to know the status of every 
requisition and the estimated time it would be combat ready. Tommy Franks and I were the only ones to 
end the day with any skin left on our backs. That set the tone for a very “No Nonsense” command 
atmosphere that led to an extremely combat ready outfit and was a breeding ground for several of the 
Army’s future leaders such as Tommy Franks, Bill Crouch, and Nick Krawciw.  
 General Hudachek was definitely a no-nonsense type of leader but he also had a keen sense of 
humor and an infectious grin. Several years after the Bindlach introduction he was my Commanding 
General in the 4th Infantry Division at Fort Carson when the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
General John Vessey, visited our table VIII tank gunnery qualification range. We were to follow a tank as 
it made its run. The CJCS got in the jeep with my battalion commander and MG Hudachek got in my jeep 
with me in the back seat. My driver Fred was a country boy who had never even seen a full colonel, much 
less a 4 star and a 2 star less than 12 inches away. Fred got so nervous that his foot slipped off the clutch 
lurching the jeep forward striking the Chairman’s vehicle. General Vessey’s helmet hit the windshield and 
MG Hudachek turned to me with a glare. I don’t know what possessed me to say the following, “Sir, 
you’re the senior occupant.” Whatever it was, it worked and it broke the tension as we all laughed. Those 
are my favorite memories of a great soldier.  Our thanks to the 67th Colonel for attending the funeral 
ceremony and representing our Regimental Association: Editor 
 
Mrs. Charlotte Wagner, spouse of MG (Ret) Robert E. Wagner, 60th Colonel of the Regiment.  
Mrs. Wagner passed away on Sunday evening Mar 20, 2011. Her desires were to be cremated after 
death and her ashes held until her husband (MG (Ret) Wagner) passes; at that time they would be 
interred together at Arlington National Cemetery.  There is no plan at this time to conduct a 
memorial service but the family may hold a celebration of Charlotte Wagner's life at a later time. 
The Association wishes to pass on its deepest condolences to MG (Ret) Wagner and his 
family. Mrs. Wagner was an integral part of the Regimental family during The Dueler's 
command of the Regiment and will be missed. 
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Regimental Fiddler's Green 

 
Spc. Steven L. Dupont, 20, of Lafayette, La., died Oct. 24 at Rangrizan, Afghanistan, of wounds suffered 
when insurgents attacked his unit using an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 3rd 
Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany. 
Sgt. James A. Ayube, II, 25, of Salem, Mass. and Spc. Kelly J. Mixon, 23, of Yulee, Fla. died Dec. 8 in 
Balkh province, Afghanistan, of wounds suffered when an insurgent attacked their unit with an improvised 
explosive device.  The soldiers were assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, 
Vilseck, Germany. 
Pfc. Conrado D. Javier Jr., 19, of Marina, Calif., died Dec. 19 in Kandahar province, Afghanistan, of 
wounds suffered when enemy forces attacked his vehicle with an improvised explosive device. He was 
assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany. 
Sgt. Eric M. Nettleton, 26, of Wichita, Kan., died Jan. 5, in Tarin Kowt, Afghanistan of wounds suffered in 
Dehjawz-e Hasanzay when insurgents attacked his unit with an improvised explosive device.  SGT 
Nettleton was assigned to B Company, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Rose Barracks, Germany.  
1st Lt. Daren M. Hidalgo, 24, of Waukesha, Wis., died Feb. 20 in Kandahar province, Afghanistan, of 
wounds suffered when insurgents attacked his unit using an improvised explosive device  

                                                        
 
Pfc. Kalin C. Johnson, 19, of Lexington, S.C., died March 8 in Kandahar province, Afghanistan, of 
injuries sustained in a non-combat incident. He was assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry 
Regiment, Vilseck, Germany 
Pfc. Andrew M. Harper, 19, of Maidsville, W. Va., died March 11, in Kandahar province, Afghanistan, of 
injuries sustained in a non-combat incident. He was assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry 
Regiment, Vilseck, Germany. 
Cpl. Donald R. Mickler Jr., 29, of Bucyrus, Ohio; and Pfc. Rudy A. Acosta, 19, of Canyon Country, 
Calif. died March 19 in Kandahar province, Afghanistan, of wounds suffered when they were allegedly 
shot with small arms fire by an individual from a military security group. The incident is under 
investigation. They were assigned to the 4th Squadron, 2nd

  
 Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany.  
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FROM THE REED MUSEUM CURATOR 
  
Due to my bad connection last week during the meeting, here are some points to bring everyone up to 
speed on what is going on here at the museum. If you have any questions or want me to expound more 
on anything please feel free to shoot me an e-mail. 
 Beginning of November the Curator position was advertised for the Reed Museum.  I came from 
1AD museum and due to some issues with positions, I had to stay in my museum assistant curator slot, 
even though I was brought over to be the Curator, on top of that due to the position I could not be moved 
into the curator slot, I had to compete.  I am happy to say that I made the list for consideration and am 
waiting for the selection process to be completed (still no word if I was actually selected).  What this 
means for the Reed museum is we got an additional position, so hopefully in the near future we will have 
a staff of two. 
 Currently working on the exhibit storyline and design.  We are interpreting the history of the 
regiment chronologically. Within these periods we will touch on tradition points that will explain the origins 
of the symbols of the Regiment to include the Stetson hats, crossed sabers, branch colors, etc.   
 Fabrication of the exhibit will come from Training Aid Support Europe (TASE, some know it as 
TAS-C) which is located at Graf. This will save us a considerable amount of money, since they only 
charge labor and material costs (with no mark ups).  Funding is going to be provided through the Center 
of Military History, and once the Army budget is passed I will have a better idea on how much we are 
going to receive. 
 In January (around the middle of the month) I am planning on making a visit to Afghanistan in 
support of the Regimental Historian to work out the exhibit plan for the OEF gallery, also some artifact 
collecting, and provide general support in all things history, where needed.  As of right now I am looking 
at about a month trip.  
 I have sent out some requests for historical material from the veterans of the Regiment, I am at 
this point interested in anything and everything, I just ask that before sending please get in touch with me 
so we can go over what you have and if it is needed.  
 I am really looking for a good M65 (or M43) green jacket that has the 7th Army patch on the 
shoulder and the 2ACR patch on the pocket.  If you know anyone  who has one they want to donate, I am 
hurting on Cold War field gear/uniforms 
 
  -White camo top and bottom? 
  -Boots 
  -Web gear sets 
  -Fatigues (don't need four sets from the same person, one will do as long as it has all the patches and       
name tapes or is in the same configuration as used in active service)  
  -Cold weather gear Snow shoes (Mickey Mouse Boots) 
  -Skis? (Did any of you guys use these on the border -  I heard you all did at times)  
  -Helmets  
 
And if you can think of items that are "must haves" to interpret a particular period (for instance if everyone 
wore a hooded sweat shirt while on patrol on the border to augment their cold weather gear) I want to 
hear about it and look for one. 
 
If ANY of the WWII vets have stuff they want to donate I will accept just about anything that is identified.  I 
am really hurting on field uniforms specifically, but in general all I really have is Col Reed’s uniforms 
(which is amazing stuff). That being said if someone has some pre World War II equipment I am in need 
of that as well. 
 
Ryan Meyer (ryan.meyer1@eur.army.mil) 
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Book Reviews/Previews 

 By Ned Devereaux, Editor 
 

 For several months we have been assessing the need to include book reviews or 
previews on books written by former members of the Regiment regardless if they are members 
of the Association or not.  This is a new feature of The Thoroughbred and is in keeping with the 
spirit of the Cavalry by identifying books of possible interest to our members.  For this edition, I 
have selected two books, non-fiction by an old friend, and a novel by a new friend.  And yes, 
more book reviews are in the works. 
 Dr. Lewis (Bob) Sorley's first assignment was with the 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment at 
Fort Meade and then in Amberg. As a second lieutenant he commanded what was then H 
Company for several months.  He later served in Vietnam and commanded the 2-37 Armor 
Battalion in Germany.  Dr. Sorley is probably best known as the Abrams biographer and his 
book on Abrams and the ending of our American involvement in Vietnam, A Better War: The 
Unexamined Victories and Final Tragedy of America's Last Years in Vietnam 

 

has received much 
attention during the various evaluations of our war in Afghanistan and Iraq over the last three 
years.  I first met 1LT Sorley on guard mount in Amberg and have seen him frequently at history 
conferences since then.  I asked him for information on his latest book, and was pleased to 
receive this from him. 

The Vietnam War: An Assessment by South Vietnam's Generals

 “In the five years after the end of the Vietnam War, the U.S. Army Center of Military 
History (CMH) sponsored a project in which half a dozen former senior South Vietnamese 
generals wrote lengthy monographs on various aspects of the war as seen from their 
perspective. There were seventeen such monographs in all, some written by individual authors, 
others by two or more of the group collaborating. Among the authors were General Cao Van 
Vien, former Chief of the Joint General Staff; Lieutenant General Ngo Quang Truong, former 1st 
ARVN Division and I Corps commander; and Lieutenant General Dong Van Khuyen, the top 
logistician. Topics included tactics, logistics, advisors, pacification, leadership, intelligence, and 
all the major battles (Tet 1968, Cambodian Incursion, Lam Son 719, Easter 1972). 

; edited with 
introductory and including essays by Lewis Sorley. Published by Texas Tech University Press, 
2010. $60 Plus S/H and applicable state taxes.  ISBN:  978-0-89672-643-7 (go to 
www.ttupress.org to order). 

 In the aggregate this was very valuable material, but the CMH publication of it had left 
something to be desired. The monographs were issued in paperback in under-edited typescript 
format with spiral plastic bindings. Moreover, distribution was very limited. Thus many people 
who would have found this material of interest were not aware of its existence, while others who 
knew about it found it very difficult to obtain copies. It took me several years of fairly diligent 
effort to acquire a full set. 
 When Texas Tech University Press asked me about materials that might be suitable for 
publication in their Modern Southeast Asia Series, I thought of these monographs. (The material 
was of course in the public domain.) TTUP agreed that they would be a useful part of their 
series, and allocated me 450,000 words for a compendium of extracts. That permitted me to 
include a large part of the estimated million words in the collection of monographs in the 
aggregate. I chose material that seemed to me most interesting and most historically significant. 
I am proud of TTUP for publishing this material, since it  constitutes a valuable contribution to 
getting the under-represented South Vietnamese view of the war into the historical record in a 
more permanent and accessible form.”    
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 A 20-Minute War: A Cold War Novel

 The main character, Joseph ("Novo") Novotny, born of Czech parents in Chicago is just 
graduating from college June 1957and volunteers for the draft.  After a short visit to the draft 
office, it’s off to Detroit and then Fort Leonard Wood for in-processing. He is then sent to Fort 
George G. Meade where he is assigned to H Company (in May 1961 redesignated as K Troop).  
His company commander points out on arrival that:  "The Regiment has been staffed with a full 
complement of officers and noncommissioned officers--NCO's," he explained, "but all the slots 
for lower ranks are open." And thus begins his two years with the Regiment as part of several 
thousand new Army privates.  

; Irv Hamilton, Jr. Published by iUniverse, 2010.  
Available from Borders, Barnes & Noble and Amazon.com.  $22.95 Plus applicable state taxes.  
ISBN:  978-1-4502-1808-5 (sc); ISBN: 978-1-4502-1809-2 (ebook). Association member Irv 
Hamilton approached us at the 2010 gathering in Elizabethtown with the news he was having a 
novel published and would we be interested in it.  Of course I replied. 

 When I first joined the Regiment in 1959, we still had several soldiers in G Company 
(later I Troop) who had taken their basic training with the Regiment at Fort Meade, advanced 
training was situational dependent, and rotated ("Operation Gyroscope") to Germany falling in 
on Bindlach, Bamberg, Amberg, and of course Merrell Barracks in Nurnburg.  They were a close 
knit group of privates through Specialist 5, no doubt a result of their training together from the 
outset, and trained us new troopers well.  What makes the book interesting to me is now 
understanding a bit of the basic and advanced training the unit conducted. 
 "Novo" already speaks Czech when he arrives in Germany, and learned some German 
during his advanced training.  Assigned to the Regimental S-3 in Merrill Barracks, he is 
expected to serve as a translator with the Germans--and does, and work with Regimental S-2 
should the Russians and Czech's invade Germany.  Because of his position he is allowed some 
latitude to travel to translate on behalf of the Regiment, has an interesting social life (meeting 
and befriending DP's--displaced persons--given their being in Germany rather than in the east), 
and having a friend who dates a spy.  It is of course, a novel and a result of his imagination and 
memory.  However, Irv pointed out to me later:  "The young Czech woman who is in the book 
was real.  I had an interest in her, since she was Czech, but she dated one of my buddies.  
When she was found out, she disappeared.  We never heard what happened to her." 
 Any cavalry veteran of Germany will be transported back to the time of unannounced 
alerts, joint training with the Germans and others cavalry units as the story enfolds. Novo "sees 
the devastation of war, and what people will do to be free. And he ponders a nagging question.  
If the Russians come across the border, how well will he fight."  Part of the answer is in a 
conversation with one of "Novo's" best friends, Johnson, about the ideal kind of war.  Johnson 
points out that the war "cannot be long enough for someone to decide to use the atomic stuff."  
And "Novo" replies: "How about twenty minutes...we all find out what we're made of, And a 
bunch of guys can get medals." 
 Eventually his tour of duty over, it’s off to the USNS Upshur and the ten day voyage 
home.  In the end he, like several thousands of us who returned to the United States, had tears 
in his eyes as the Army band played Auf Wiedersehen, or sometimes known as "Until I See You 
Again." 
 
 Personally I enjoyed the book.  As Irv said later in conversation, it was a "coming of age" 
book, truly a novel, but based on historical facts with a lot of imagination added in.  Whether you 
were part of Operation Gyroscope, or served with the Regiment later in Germany, it is a good 
read, and a great book to use when telling friends what life was like in the 2d (11th or 14th 
Armored Cavalry Regiments) during the Cold War.  Ned Devereaux, Editor 
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REMEMBER YOUR REGIMENT: BORDER TALES 

DAMMIT – THAT’S MY RABBIT! 
 
 During the years (1997 to 2005) when the regiment was based at Fort Polk, LA, I visited 
there from my home in Florida sometimes twice a month; many dozens of visits over the period.  
I was on call to participate as a Honorary Regimental Bagpiper at changes of command and 
parades.  At first, I wasn’t really aware of the Official Mascot of the 1st

 

 Squadron which was my 
home away from home due to the two years I was assigned during 1954 – 1956 in its Howitzer 
Battery.  The 1/2ACR SCO from 1999 to about 2001 was LTC Samuel L Palmer (now a retired 
O-6 living in the DC area and Head of the present 2CA Wounded Warrior Committee).  We 
became good friends in those years and probably still are (but for this story unless he has 
changed his mind and accorded me my due honor in this matter).  One night, I was there for the 
official Awards Banquet of the Squadron and the following is my story:   

 Very early (0200–0400 hours) one freezing cold February or March morning in 1955,  as 
a lousy PFC, I was walking guard in the Bindlach Kaserne Ammo Dump just north of Bayreuth, 
Germany, where 1/2ACR was then based.   The Kaserne ran along a high ridge top more or less 
from South to North beside its airstrip.  Barracks and Mess Halls were on the South end; motor 
pools in the middle and the Ammo Dump was at the far North end; it had a high chain link fence 
and many underground storage revetments.  There were always 3 or 4 guards at night as 
occasionally a “Comrade” would hop the fence to steal what he could.  As is usual in such cases, 
I was staggering slowly along, still half-asleep, M-1 at sling arms, walking northwards along the 
East fence when I heard something that bothered me so I stopped to listen.  A few minutes later, 
a cannon-ball hit me in the stomach making me do a backward PLF; steel pot rolling off one way 
and the Garand going the other.  I ended up sitting on the ground  shaking my head and saw, 
right before me, a few feet away, a great big, shaggy, nasty-looking Rabbit (Hare?) who was also 
sitting, shaking its head and eye-balling me.  Apparently another guard further north had spooked 
him and he wasn’t watching carefully where he was going.  He was first able to get up and move 
off and that, I thought, was that. 
 
 Fifty years later, I’m sitting at a table towards the back-middle of the dining room at the 
1st

 

 Squadron Awards Dinner held at a nearby VFW Club when I happened to look over at a table 
to my right-front and saw there a mangy, shaggy, foul-looking and smelling beast which was 
staring back at me.   I thought about it for some time because something about it worried the Hell 
out of me.  Then, suddenly, the thought popped into my mind that this had to be MY Rabbit.   
The more I thought about it, the surer I became and I started first to giggle, then to laugh and 
finally almost to roll around on the floor kicking my heels at which time Sam wandered over 
somewhat concerned that I might be having a stroke.  When I was able to, I told him: “..Dammit,  
that’s my Rabbit..” but Sam refused to believe me.  Later, then RCO, Douglas Lute, said he did 
believe me.  In any case, the picture below is what I saw at the table across from me that night: 

  As I understood the story from Sam and others years ago, while the Regiment was till at  
Bindlach prior to its deployment to the first Desert War, some captain was driving up the road to 
the Kaserne and saw the rabbit limping across the road; he jumped out, ran it down and inducted  
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(continued from page 17) 
it into the Squadron.   Thereafter, the junior LT in the Squadron was officially assigned to its 
care and feeding while every other LT and NCO was assigned to steal it from him. 
 
 This photo of the 1/2 ACR “mascot” was taken at Fort Polk about 2003 or 2004.  Sadly, it 
appears that the Mascot did not make the move either to FT Lewis in 2005 or to Germany in 
2006.  During my two visits to the regiment at Fort Lewis and three later visits to Vilseck, I 
inquired as to its location with every unit SGM there; no one had a clue 
 
 

 
 
 Over the years of its existence, many stories have been told of the rabbit’s exploits; 
crimes committed by it, AWOL’s attempted and succeeded and of the many off spring begotten.  
Many of these exploits were represented by the medals and ribbons pinned to its jacket.   
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
MERRITT H. POWELL, 2CA #L-928 
 
 
 
 



 



 

                     2d Cavalry assoCiation                      

 
Toujours Prêt!

  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

2d Cavalry Association 
 
Please fill ALL blanks applicable to you;   print carefully and make no abbreviations.  
 

Name 
 

_____________________________________________________ 

Street Address 
 

_____________________________________________________ 

City  ___________________________________State
 

______________ 

ZIP Code ___________________ Telephone 
 

_________________________ 

E-mail Address:  
 

_____________________________________________________ 

Dates of ACTIVE service in the armed forces: 
 

_______________________________ 

2d ACR Unit & dates assigned:   
 

_____________________________ ____________ 

 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP:                                   ACTIVE  DUTY: 
 
Life Membership  @ $250                        Three Year Membership 
   
 One year membership   @ $25                      OFFICER    --  $ 40
 Two year membership   @ $40                            
 Three year membership @ $60                     ENLISTED  --  $ 25 
  Five year membership   @ $100 
      
 Family life membership @ $75; Check one: my late  father  husband was a Second 
Cavalryman: 
 

___________________________      _____________________       
 (His Name)                                          (His unit)                                 (His Service Dates) 

______________________ 

                                
Make checks payable to “2d Cavalry Association” and mail with this application to: 

2d Cavalry Association Inc. 
ATTN: Chris Golden  
151 Sargent Street 
Newton, MA 02458  
E Mail address:  chris.skylion@gmail.com 

 

On line membership:  You can join on line at:  http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=162737  

mailto:chris.skylion@gmail.com�
http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=162737�


 

 
 
2nd Cavalry Association 
151 Sargent Street 
Newton MA 02458 
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