
          

 The Thoroughbred 
  
 

MAY 2008 SPECIAL EDITION 
 

Editor's Notes 
After nearly a year, The Thoroughbred is back with this special edition.  This special edition is dedicated 
to the Regiment currently serving in Iraq.  During this period we have watched the Regiment deploy back 
to Iraq and as of 10 May 2008 twenty-three members of the Regiment have died, and several hundred 
have been wounded in action.  We have also lost some members of the Association family and five other 
troopers who died as a result of training up for or being deployed in the Middle East.  To their families our 
heartfelt sorrow for their loss.  It is in their names and memories that this edition is being written.   
 
The Association met last November in the Washington DC area where the 67th Colonel Tom Molino was 
retained in office as the Association President.  But there were other changes as long time Thoroughbred 
editor Tom Stewart (2/2) found a replacement, and he also passed off the Sutler’s Store to long time 
Association member Bill Heidner.  It is our intent to try to produce two or three copies a year, a job made 
more difficult with the Regiment serving in Iraq.   That said, the Rear Detachment left in Vilseck is made 
up by professionals, so a story on what is happening "back home" in Vilseck is part of this edition. 
 
The Regiment also will celebrate its 172nd birthday on 23 May 2008, and a short article has been written 
for inclusion in this edition.  Given that forty years of the Regiment's existence was guarding the borders 
between east and west, one or possibly two stories that hark back to our Cold War mission years is also 
part of this edition.  It is your newsletter and we encourage you to share your stories of the Regimental 
past.  Please email to Tbrededitor@gmasil.com or to Neddevereaux@comcast.net.  You don't need to 
worry about misspellings as I do have a spell checker in our system. 
 
One of the more confusing areas for us who came into computers and the Internet late in life is 
understanding all the various websites where we can get information.  We asked "Tacoma Dave" 
Gettman to provide us a simple explanation and he has.  This may be more of a staple to upcoming 
editions than names and addresses of the officers.  Thanks "TD." 
 

The Next Edition 
We will be working on developing stories about the Regimental Association website for those of you who 
are computer savvy (I am not), efforts made to add a historical link, and hopefully preparations being 
made for the return of the Regiment and their transition from the "Spirit of the Infantry" to one of "Cavalry."  
We hope to bring you an update on the Reed Museum and its pending move to Vilseck.  And too, an 
update from Sutler’s Store manager Bill Heidner who, by still being employed, has his hands full.  And of 
course, we will have messages from some of the Association leadership on what the Association is doing 
in the background to keep this Association, now 109 years old, active. 
 

Reporting on Regimental Activities 
With the Regiment deployed effective 3 August 2007 for a fifteen month tour, as much as we would like to 
report on Regimental activities in Iraq, they have their hands full dealing with such activities as found in 
Sadr City.  Those who follow the news from Iraq will understand if even in the days of emails, we don't 
bother those with full plates.   For those of you with computers and Internet capabilities, you might want to 
go on line to:  www.strykernews.com.  The site includes information on a Stryker Brigade (basic 101 
information), frequently asked questions, a place to thank the troops, how you can support the site, and 
how to contact the Regiment.  An example of the type of story includes this recent New York Times article 
written by Michael R. Gordon on April 17, 2008. 
BAGHDAD — Trying to stem the infiltration of militia fighters, American forces have begun to build a 
massive concrete wall that will partition Sadr City, the densely populated Shiite neighborhood in the Iraqi 
capital. 
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The construction, which began Tuesday night, is intended to turn the southern quarter of Sadr City near 
the international Green Zone into a protected enclave, secured by Iraqi and American forces, where the 
Iraqi government can undertake reconstruction efforts. 
“You can’t really repair anything that is broken until you establish security,” said Lt. Col. Dan Barnett, 
commander of the First Squadron, Second Stryker Cavalry Regiment, currently attached to the Second 
Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division. “A wall that isolates those who would continue to attack 
the Iraqi Army and coalition forces can create security conditions that they can go in and rebuild.” 
On Wednesday night, huge cranes slowly lifted heavy concrete blocks into place under a moonless sky. 
The barriers were implanted on Al Quds Street, a major thoroughfare that separates the Tharwa and 
Jamilla districts to the south from the heart of Sadr City to the north. 
The avenue was quiet except for the whirring sound of the cranes and thud of the barriers as they 
touched the ground. Contractors operated the cranes, but American soldiers transported the barriers on 
trucks and directed their placement. 
The team building the barrier was protected by M-1 tanks, Stryker vehicles and Apache attack 
helicopters. As the workers labored in silence, there was a burst of fire as an M-1 tank blasted its main 
gun at a small group of fighters to the west. An Apache helicopter fired a Hellfire missile at a militia team 
equipped with rocket-propelled grenades, again interrupting the night with a thunderous boom. A cloud of 
dark smoke was visible in the distance through the Stryker’s night-vision system.  

Last MinuteThanks 
 
The Association wants to thank long time members Chris Golden for representing the Regimental 
Association at the casing of the regimental colors during the farewell ceremony in Vilseck on August 3.  It 
also wants to thank retired Army Master Sergeant Merritt Powell, for his participation in the ceremony with 
his bagpipes.  While Chris was spiffy in blazer and slacks, Merritt was decked out in muddled battle dress 
uniform, dark glasses, complete with black Stetson and red cord.  Hopefully they will be able to rejoin the 
Regiment at its return ceremony sometime in November this year. 

 
SECOND CAVALRY ASSOCIATION‘S  2007 REUNION IN 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
NOVEMBER 8 THROUGH 10, 2007 

 
The 2007 Association reunion began on Thursday November 8th with the opening of the 
Registration area and the sale of goods from the Sutler’s Store at the Sheraton Premier Hotel in 
Tyson’s Corner Virginia. In the evening a welcome cocktail party with appetizers began at 1800 
hours. Association President Tom Molino made a few introductory remarks and was followed by 
a presentation from MG (Ret) George Harmeyer. His topic was the movement of the Armor 
School and the Army’s portion of the Patton Museum at Fort Knox, Kentucky to Fort Benning, 
Georgia. Unresolved is the issue of the various unit monuments at the Patton Museum and 
whether or not they will be moved or stay at Fort Knox. As many of you will remember, the 
Association purchased, erected and dedicated a monument there to commemorate the Regiment’s 
World War II service. Also attending the evening event was General William “Scott” Wallace, 
Commanding General of the Army’s Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC), who was the 
guest speaker at the 2005 reunion. 
On Friday morning the General Membership Meeting was held. Elected to replace Don Holder, 
Tom Wilson, Lou Holz and Steve Robinette were Len Dyer, Roger Jones, Frank Hurd and CSM 
Roger Blackwood. Sites for the 2009 reunion were discussed but not decided upon, but an off-
year gathering was agreed to be conducted to Vilseck Germany to welcome home the Regiment 
from Iraq in November 2008. Also agreed to was support for a fund drive to purchase a 
monument in recognition of the Regiment’s service for this second tour of Iraq since 2003. 
Details will be worked out in the near future for both the monument and the Vilseck trip. 



May 2008           Page 3 
Although the weather was cold and damp, Friday’s activities included a wreath laying ceremony 
at the Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington Cemetery and a tour of Mt Vernon, George 
Washington’s home. The Arlington ceremony was especially impressive as four of our WW II 
members laid the wreath. In the evening the main Reunion Dinner was held. After cocktails and 
the meal, COL John RisCassi, the 74th and current Regimental Commander, and Command 
Sergeant Major Victor Martinez, made a video presentation from Iraq in which they discussed 
the Regiment’s missions and how well the troopers are performing. Don Holder, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors, presented the prestigious Order of Saint George medal to Don Stiver and the 
associated Order of St Joan of Arc to his wife Bev. Mr. Stiver has painted five works 
commemorating the 2nd Cavalry Regiment. MG (Ret) Bob Wagner, 60th Colonel of the 
Regiment, led the assembled group in the famed “Cavalry Cheer”, followed by a raffle and 
auction, with a significant amount of money being collected for the proposed memorial. 
 
On Saturday for the reunion’s final event, the attendees traveled to the Virginia Museum of 
Military Vehicles in Nokesville, VA. The museum features a collection of operational military 
vehicles that span the history of armored combat. The museum prepared a custom exhibit 
featuring vehicles that directly related to the 2d Cavalry’s experience from WW II to the present. 
In addition, A and H Company 2d Cavalry (Civil War reenactors) presented a living history 
display of the life of the 2d cavalryman during the Civil War. This distinguished group of 
reenactors, led by their Commander, Charlie Doutt, also demonstrated an astoundingly accurate 
and entertaining display of horse mounted cavalry drill, maneuver and tactics from that period. 
That ended the formal functions of the reunion and the attendees’ departed for their home 
stations, to reassemble next year in Vilseck and at a site to be determined in 2009. 
 

A Gathering of Regimental Commanders: Colonels of the 2d Cavalry Regiment attending the 
2007 Association Reunion. From left to right: GEN (Ret) John Tilelli (63d COL), BG Terry 
Wolff (71st COL), LTG (Ret) Don Holder (65th COL), COL (Ret) Tom Molino (67th COL), MG 
(Ret) Bob Wagner (60th COL), LTG Doug Lute (70th COL), BG Brad May (72d COL) and COL 
(Ret) John Eberle (66th COL). This group represents more than 10% of all of the Colonels of the 
2d Cavalry Regiment. (Picture by Tom Stewart)   
 



2D CAVALRY ASSOCIATION 
 

 
 
Board of governors meeting minutes, 9 November 2007 
 
1. The board of governors meeting was called to order at 08:00 on 9 November 2007 at 
Vienna, Virginia by President Tom Molino.   
 
2. The following voting members of the board were present constituting a quorum: 

 
Chairman:  L. Don Holder  
President Tom Molino 
Treasurer/Secretary Tom Wilson 
Governor Tom Stewart 
Governor Bill Bewley 

 
 The following members were also present: 
 Robert Wagner 

Roger Jones 
 Frank Hurd 
 Chris Golden 
 
3. The following business was conducted: 
 

a. Establishing a memorial fund to build a portable memorial that will stay with the Reed 
Museum and a permanent one to be placed at the new National Armor and Cavalry 
Museum at Fort Benning were discussed. 
 
b. The next reunion was discussed. The board approved having the reunion at Branson 
or Kansas City with Steve Robinette as chairman.  This was later changes to the 
Washington, DC, area and chaired by Mike Davis. 
 
c. The scholarship trust was discussed. Frank Hurd agreed to manage the scholarship 
awards process and chair that committee. 

 
d. Vacancies in the board were discussed. Candidates to replace board members who 
have resigned or whose term has expired are: 
 Ned Devereaux 
 Len Dyer 
 Roger Jones 
 Frank Hurd 
 George Harmeyer 
 Robert Mixon 
 CSM Roger Blackwood. 
 
 
The board agreed to submit the following slate to the general membership: 
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Len Dyer 
 Roger Jones 
 Frank Hurd 
 Robert Mixon 
 CSM Blackwood. 
 

4. The meeting was adjourned at 08:30 
 
General Membership Meeting 
 
1. The general membership meeting was called to order at 08:30 on 9 November 2007 at 
Vienna, Virginia by President Tom Molino.   
 
2. The following business was conducted. 
 
 a. Board elections.  The following were elected to the Board of Governors: 

 Len Dyer 
 Roger Jones 
 Frank Hurd 
 CSM Blackwood 
 Robert Mixon 

 
b. Tom Wilson gave the Treasurer's report. (See Attached) 
 
c. Tom Molino discussed the memorial fund initiative. 

 
d. The next reunion was discussed. Steve Robinette will host at either Branson or 
Kansas City.  (This was later changed by Board vote to Mike Davis and the 
Washington, DC, area). 

 
e. It was announced the Bill Heidner will take over the Sutler’s Store from Tom 

Stewart. 
 

f. Chris Golding talked about planning a trip to Germany to welcome the Regiment 
back from Iraq. 
 

g. Merritt Powell announced that he had pictures of the Regiment and if anyone 
wanted copies,  see him after the meeting. 
 

h. Bill Bewley talked about recruiting new members with a membership goal of 3000. 
 

i. MG Robert Wagner (Ret) thanked the leadership for the health of the Association. 
 
j. John Duray recognized Lonnie Davidson. 

 
4. The meeting was adjourned at 09:00. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD      November 4, 2007  
 
SUBJECT:  2nd Cavalry Association 2005 Treasurer’s Report as of 4 November 2007. 
 
The Associations assets net worth on 1 January 2007 totaled $48,494.86.   
On 31 October 2007 the Associations net worth totaled $61,740.85.  
The total net increase is $13,245.99. 

General fund cash on hand           $28,772.82 
Scholarship fund cash on hand    32,130.70 
Sutler’s Store 838.33 
Net worth             $61,740.85 

 
b. Income for the year to date is as follows: 
 Dues $7,942.73 
 Donations 4,395.63 
 Interest 1,617.83 
 Sales 1,796.20 
 Reunion  7,355.46 
 
c. Expenses for the year to date as is follows: 
 Supplies $263.57 
 Corporate Fee 61.25 
 Printing 692.79 
 Postage 248.54 
 Regimental Ceremony 2538.94 
 Service Charge 8.00 
 Flowers 10.00 
 Web Site 349.95 
 Merchandise 1,587.15 
 Reunion 1,684.25 
 Refunds 425.00 
 
 
 
 
 
      Clyde T. Wilson 
 Treasurer 
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 2ND CAVALRY REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION TAPS 

"They went with songs to the battle, they were young. Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and 
aglow. 

They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted; They fell with their faces to the foe. 
They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old; Age shall not weary them nor the years 

condemn. 
All the going down of the sun and in the morning, We will remember them." 

Lawrence Binyon 
David Gettman posted this message on his "Dragoon Base" website 2nd Cavalry Regiment Assn 
Newscenter on April 10, 2008 
"With the war in Iraq entering a new stage of accelerated violence, the 2nd Stryker Cavalry 
Regiment is again suffering losses. Yesterday the military community as a whole suffered an 
unexpected loss on the home front as well. I received an e-mail from Roger Jones, Second 
Cavalry Association, relaying the sad news of the passing of Bev Stivers, long time friend and 
supporter of our Association and our Regiment. 
"Bev Stivers and her husband, world famous military artist Don Stivers, were honored in 
November at the Second Cavalry Association reunion. A tireless pair in their efforts to record the 
military history of the United States in beautiful paintings, some of which portray our Regiment in 
different periods of our country’s history, their labors are timeless. For many years examples of 
these fine works have been seen in our Regimental Headquarters, the Reed Museum, and 
gracing installations around the world, transporting the viewer to another time and place in 
history. Donations and sales of prints have greatly increased the wealth of program opportunities 
for the Second Cavalry Association and numerous other military organizations, and the prints 
themselves have provided a wealth of knowledge for historians and military buffs alike. 
"Mrs. Stivers passed away peacefully at home with her husband at her side after a long day of 
doing what they both loved so dearly. She will be greatly missed by family, friends, the military 
community, and a grateful public. 
On behalf of the staff at the Second Cavalry Association News Center, I would like to express 
sincerest condolences to the family. May peace be with you." 
James (Jim) A. Orcutt passed away on May 22, 2007 at the age of 92 in Gardner Mass.  CSM 
(Retired) Orcutt served on active duty from 1934-37; reserves 38-39, re-entered the Army in 1944 
and served until he retired in 1961.  With the advent of the "supergrades" adding the two top pay 
grades to the military payroll, CSM Orcutt served as the first Command Sergeant Major of the 
Regiment.  He is survived by four sons, two daughters, 30 grandchildren, and "many great-
grandchildren and several great-great grandchildren."   
Robert (Bob) Langley passed away in late March 2008; his funeral was held on March 27th in 
Storrs, CT with a military honor guard at the graveside service.  Mr. Langley was a World War II 
veteran of the Regiment and a long-time member of the Board of Directors serving as a Board 
advisor until his passing. 
We also mention the training deaths of SGT "Rusty" Gilbert and PFC Matthew Dehle in Germany, 
the death of former troop commander and squadron XO Major Michael Green in Afghanistan, and 
the death and subsequent award of the Medal of Honor to former Dragoon SFC Paul Smith. 
Troops attached to the 2d Dragoons found the remains of Matt Maupin after four years; SSG 
Maupin was recently buried at his home in Ohio.   
 

Their Names Liveth for Evermore 
As of 25 April 2008 the following Troopers have died in service to the Regiment.  Our thoughts  
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and prayers are with their families during these difficult times.  Toujours Pret. 

Two died April 7, 2008 in Sadr City, Iraq, when enemy forces attacked using a rocket 
propelled grenade. They were assigned to the 1st Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry 
Regiment, Vilseck, Germany. Killed were:  
SPC Jason C. Kazarick, 30, of Oakmont, Pa.  
SGT Michael T. Lilly, 23, of Boise, Idaho.  
CPL Steven I. Candelo, 20, of Houston, died March 26, 2008 in Baghdad, when his 
vehicle was struck by a rocket propelled grenade. He was assigned to the 1st Squadron, 
2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany. 
SPC Joshua A. Molina, 20, of Houston, Texas, died Mar. 27, 2008 in Baghdad, Iraq, of 
wounds suffered when his vehicle encountered an improvised explosive device. He was 
assigned to the 1st Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany. 
SSG Joseph D. Gamboa, 34, of Yigo, Guam, died Mar. 25, 2008 of wounds suffered 
when he came under indirect fire in Baghdad, Iraq. He was assigned to the 1st Squadron, 
2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany. 
SPC Orlando A. Perez, 23, of Houston, died Feb, 2008. 24 in Baghdad, Iraq, of wounds 
suffered from small arms fire during dismounted operations. He was assigned to the 2nd 
Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany.  
Six members of the Regiment died Jan. 9, 2008 in Sinsil, Iraq, of wounds suffered when 
an improvised explosive device detonated during combat operations. They were assigned 
to the 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, 1st Armored Division, Vilseck, 
Germany. Killed were:  
SPC Todd E. Davis, 22, of Raymore, Mo.  
SSG Jonathan K. Dozier, 30, of Rutherford, Tenn.  
SSG Sean M. Gaul, 29, of Reno, Nev.  
SGT Zachary W. McBride, 20, of Bend, Ore.  
SFC Class Matthew I. Pionk, 30, of Superior, Wis.  
SGT Christopher A. Sanders, 22, of Roswell, N.M.  
SPC Randy W. Pickering, 31, of Bovey, Minn., died Dec. 9, 2007 in Baghdad, Iraq, of 
injuries sustained in a non-combat related incident. He was assigned to the Regimental 
Support Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, 1st Armored Division, Vilseck, 
Germany.  
2LT Peter H. Burks, 26, of Dallas, Texas, died Nov. 14, 2007 in Baghdad, Iraq, of 
wounds suffered when his vehicle struck an improvised explosive device. He was 
assigned to the 4th Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany. A 
memorial ceremony for 2LT Peter Burks, P Troop, 4/2 SCR was held at the Vilseck 
Community Chapel. 
SPC Wayne M. Geiger, 23, of Lone Pine, Calif. died Oct 18, 2007 in Baghdad, Iraq, of  
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wounds sustained when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle. He 
was assigned to 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany.  
CPL Gilberto A. Meza, 21, of Oxnard, Calif., died Oct. 6, 2007 in Baghdad, Iraq, of 
wounds sustained when an improvised explosive device detonated near his unit. He was 
assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany. 
Two soldiers died Oct. 5, 2007 in Baghdad of wounds sustained when an improvised 
explosive device detonated near their unit during combat operations. They were assigned 
to the 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, in Vilseck, Germany. Killed were:  
SGT Joseph B. Milledge, 23, of Pointblank, Texas    
SPC Jason N. Marchand, 26, of Greenwood, W. Va. 
SPC Avealalo Milo, 23, of Hayward, Calif., died Oct. 4, 2007 in Baghdad, Iraq, of 
wounds suffered when insurgents attacked his unit using small arms fire. He was 
assigned to the 2nd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, Vilseck, Germany.  
SGT Randell Olguin, 24, of Ralls, Texas, died Sept. 30, 2007 in Baghdad, Iraq, of 
wounds suffered when insurgents attacked his unit using small arms fire. He was 
assigned to the 1st Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany. 
SGT Robert T. Ayres III, 23, of Los Angeles, died Sept. 29, 2007 in Baghdad, Iraq, of 
wounds sustained when insurgents attacked his unit using small arms fire. He was 
assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany.  
A memorial ceremony for SGT Robert T. Ayres and SGT Randell Olguin was held at the 
Vilseck Chapel on Monday Oct. 8, 2007. 
SFC Class Randy L. Johnson, 34, of Washington D.C., died Sept. 27, 2007 in 
Baghdad, Iraq, of wounds suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near 
his vehicle. He was assigned to the 2nd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, 
Vilseck, Germany.  
SPC Aaron J. Walker, 23, of Harker Heights, Texas, died Sept. 18, 2007 in Baghdad, 
Iraq, of wounds suffered when insurgents attacked his unit with small arms fire during 
combat operations. He was assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, 
1st Armored Division, Vilseck Germany. A memorial ceremony for SPC Aaron J. Walker 
was held at the Vilseck Chapel on Monday, 24 September, 2007. 
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The Regimental Rear Detachment 

 
For many older Cavalry troopers, we remember when we left our kasernes and headed 

for the border, gunnery, tactical training or other Cavalry activities in West Germany (often seven 
and eight months each year total time), we left behind the sick, lame and lazy to man the 
Troop/Company/Battery Charge of Quarters desk.  Those who were due to go to a USAREUR 
school, rotate or ETS sometimes filled the gap as well.  However by and large, the rear 
detachment was left to its own...taking care of picking up the mail and getting it to the field and 
occasionally "acquiring" needed repair parts not readily available at Squadron or running the 
supply room.  How this Army has changed. 

With the Regiment in Vilseck and many families staying in quarters or on the economy, 
the Regiment left behind a substantial rear detachment with two missions.  Major Jon Pendell told 
the Bavarian News:  "We have to make sure that the Families are taken care of so we can focus 
on the fight in Iraq."  And that they are with each company having a company point of contact, 
each Squadron with its own team, and supported by the Regimental Headquarters team.   

Some of the spouses are also taking advantage of their soldier's absences.  "While my 
husband is deployed I am planning on taking advantage of the school opportunities, take care of 
my babies and wait for my husband to come back" said a mother of three.  She continued:  "I will 
be busy...there are a lot of Family activities available, castles and amusement parks, also CYS 
always have activities, so I will keep the kids busy too."  Another family member "is also looking 
to travel while her husband is deployed." She said in the news report: "Besides school and work, I 
will try to travel all four day weekends and vacations" and she was planning on visiting Paris and 
Prague with Prague just about a four hour train ride from Weiden to Regensburg and then into the 
Czech Republic. 

Led by recently promoted LTC Tom Rickard, the Rear D is named Task Force (TF) 
Spartan.  LTC Rickard wrote why they selected the name TF Spartan: "...because we've 
generally numbered fewer than 300 and are guarding the gates to home." 

Their mission statement is simple but telling: "TF Spartan supports 2SCR Soldiers and 
families in Iraq, Europe, and the USA from pre-deployment through re-integration in order to allow 
the Regiment to accomplish its wartime mission."  

LTC Rickard also wrote about the medical treatment: "Our wounded and injured Soldiers 
get outstanding medical care. Those who are evacuated from theater come to Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center in Germany for a short period of time before moving to a USA hospital or Vilseck 
to continue rehabilitation and physical therapy. The Army has also established Warrior Transition 
Units, which are companies aligned with medical facilities under the Army Medical Command. 
Soldiers with severe injuries or long term health issues may be assigned to the WTUs in order to 
get top priority for appointments and medical care that regular units have not historically received. 
A Soldier assigned to a WTU has one mission: to heal. Many will heal while at the WTU and be 
returned to service."  
The Rear Detachment is also responsible for receiving back to the Regiment those medivaced 
from Iraq.  Those injured or wounded, unlike in other wars, get several days of re-training prior to 
them going "back down range."  This is an important transition for those injured or wounded; we 
look forward to interviewing some of the Troopers after the Regiment returns.  The Regiment paid 
a manpower price in its selection of Rear D personnel.  Only the best were selected to remain 
back in Vilseck, often "at great personal disappointment."  They are serving the Regiment well. 
In a recent email LTC Rickard also wrote of our upcoming birthday: "We will celebrate the 
Regiment's 172nd birthday on Friday, 23 May, at Rose Barracks with a family fair, children's 
games, and a cake cutting ceremony. We will have a display of the planned memorial for our 
fallen Dragoons to be established on the lawn across from the Langenbruck Center. We welcome 
any former 2nd Cav troopers who might be in Europe for the Memorial Day weekend to visit and 
join in the birthday celebration."  

In the age of computers and the Internet, there are other websites to track elements of 
the Regiment and the Association.  www.2scr.army.mil will get you to a webpage that has 
something of interest posted "and the Dragoon news is updated every week.  We gather articles 
and news from every available from every news source civilian and military, to  
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provide "the rest of the story" about the outstanding performance of our Regiment." Another 
website to track the troops in Iraq is www.strykernews.com.  It is this website that has the most up 
to date news from the Regiment as well. 
 
Editor Note:  The direct quotes came from the US Army newspaper Bavarian News, published for the 
military communities of Grafenwoehr, Hohenfels, Ansbach, Bamberg and Schweinfurt, the August 22, 2007 
edition. 
 

THE REGIMENTAL BIRTHDAY 
 
May 23, 2008 marks the 172nd birthday of our Regiment...the oldest regiment serving on 
continuous active duty in the United States Army.  The Regiment's origins date back to May 23, 
1836 when President Andrew Jackson issued an executive order which called for the 2nd 
Regiment of Dragoons to be organized; its headquarters and first post was Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri.  This order became necessary when the Seminole Indians in Florida began causing 
problems; this was the first of fourteen campaigns of "Indian Wars."  One historical program 
described the early Regiment in these terms:  "Under the command of COL David Twiggs, the 
2nd Dragoons fought against the Seminoles, earning a reputation for employing daring new 
tactics and using new technology, such as the Colt Patterson Patent revolving carbine." 
 
In March 1843 the Regiment was changed from Dragoons to being designated as 2nd Regiment 
of Riflemen and concurrently dismounted.  That did not last long and in April 1844 was 
redesignated as 2nd Regiment of Dragoons and redesignated during the early days of our Civil 
War (August 3, 1861) as the 2d U.S. Cavalry.  We have had other designations over these 172 
years but the Regiment has remained "cavalry" in spirit even when reorganized and redesignated 
as the 2nd Armored Regiment at the outbreak of World War II. By 1943 we were designated the 
2nd Cavalry Group, Mechanized.  From the end of World War II, we served as a constabulary unit 
in Germany, were redesignated 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment in the early Cold War days; 
added "Light" to our title when the tanks were taken away less than twenty years ago, and now 
proudly, "Stryker" to our name signifying another technological change to how our "mounted 
riflemen" move into combat along with all the other high tech "kit" now found in the Regiment. 
 
The Regiment continued in the traditions of COL Twiggs employing daring new tactics and 
technology through the fourteen campaigns in Mexico, fourteen Civil War campaigns, one with 
the war with Spain, three World War I and seven World War II campaigns.  Additionally seven of 
the lettered Cavalry Troops participated in different Indian, Civil War, World War I and World War 
II campaigns.  The Regiment added more honors in the first Gulf War, service in Haiti and Bosnia, 
and now two different tours in Iraq. 
 
There is a theme that runs through our history that cannot be overlooked.  Whether we were 
dragoons, riflemen, cavalry, tankers, or now back to mounted riflemen, we are still at heart 
"Cavalry."  It is that spirit that often drives leaders and soldiers to do good things when facing 
danger just as over three thousand of the "Stryker Cavalrymen" are doing today in Iraq.  So in the 
midst of a wartime deployment, we in the Association wish those serving in the Regiment, a very 
happy Regimental birthday and pray that all those serving in the Regiment today return safely 
home.  Toujours Pret.  The Editor 
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Remembering Our Regiment  

Handicap Black and Test Blue 
 
PFC Cato had been in grade over thirty-nine months when he was finally told he would be 
promoted if, and only if, he could do a "Test Blue" message correctly.  His inability to do a "Test 
Blue," was the only thing that had held up his promotion for over two years, and the senior NCO's 
made sure of it.  Several of us troopers thought we would help him out; and we did working with 
him and offering our support.  And, as before, when it came to the finals, PFC Cato failed the test; 
he just couldn't remember how a "Test Blue" worked.  Rather than seeing him promoted, some 
NCO's wanted to see him reduced to PV2.  But cooler heads prevailed and he was actually 
promoted a month before he was to go home to Oakland California and end his term of service.  
But now SP4 Cato still didn't know how to do a "Test Blue." 
 
So what was this "Test Blue," and why was it the litmus test for promotion to Specialist Four back 
in the days when we performed border cav?  The "Test Blue" was an internal Squadron practice 
that prepared Troopers to be able to handle something called "Handicap Black."  And the 
Handicap Black was a big deal to the border Cavalry; it was also a career ender for those who 
failed the actual test. 
 
According to the book US Army Border Operations in Germany: 1945-1983 (*), Handicap Black 
was a test of radio and telephone communications networks, from the Cavalry trooper on the 
ground up through his Squadron, the Regiment, Corps, and to 7th Army Headquarters 
intelligence ("2" channels).  The program was started in the early 1950's (1951 or 1953).  
Handicap Black's finally went away in the 7th Army on 1 July 1963 with great sighs of relief by 
troopers through unit commanders.  
 
So what was this Handicap Black that brought fear into the hearts of men?  It was a test message 
consisting of a specific time and four digit grid coordinates (and you had better not forget the grid 
designator).  The real Handicap Black was generally given to you by a Military Intelligence type or 
Border Resident Officer who actually lived near the border.  "It was used to simulate enemy 
contact or border crossing and were implemented by increasing surveillance and security 
measures by military intelligence elements and the 2nd Cavalry Armored Regiment, depending 
on the level of the threat."  Again according to Stacy's book, the best times during the test period 
were 5 minutes for the telephone route and 13 by teletypewriter.  By 1959 a Handicap Black 
exercise was being initiated daily. 
 
The bane of our existence operating out of Camp Gates was a US Military Intelligence Agent, 
only known to us as Mister Orell, operating as a Border Resident Officer who actually lived near 
Marktredwitz and used to visit us at Camp Gates.  I never knew if his rank was an officer, 
noncommissioned officer, or simply a trooper.  But a number of the senior NCO's did, and they 
weren't saying.  The Army closed this office down sometime between 1967 and 1970.  We never 
knew when Mister Orell would suddenly appear at Camp Gates, downtown in Marktredwitz, or on 
a patrol, stop the patrol vehicle, and give the patrol leader, or some line Trooper, the Handicap 
Black.  We then had five minutes to get the message transmitted to the Troop border operations 
center (manned 24/7 with a radio-teletype system next door. Called the Ratrig, it was the written 
means to pass information to higher headquarters). 
 
Inside the Squadron it was dropped on you by the S-2 or the S-2 NCO, and after making sure you 
had the right three pieces of information (i.e., time, grid designator and four digit coordinates) you 
ran to Squadron Headquarters to report the Test Blue to the S-2 shop.  
 
During at least two of the years I served in Amberg, the S-2 NCO was Master Sergeant David N. 
Sanders.  He had been a platoon sergeant in I Troop before being promoted to Master Sergeant 
and was moved to the S-2 shop. Very tall, stocky but muscular, the Army didn't sell fatigue 
trousers that fit his small waist and long legs, so his wife would cut up his old fatigue trousers, 
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and sew them onto the bottoms of his new ones.  So there MSG Sanders would be, with spit 
shinned boots, close-cropped haircut, starched fatigues, and different shades of trousers where 
he bloused his boots.  He knew I Troop and he knew PFC Cato. He was also one of my early 
mentors as a Noncommissioned Officer and in private I used to call him "Big Daddy Drac" (as in 
Dracula). MSG Sanders took it with a great sense of humor.  But he was deadly serious about 
both Test Blue's and Handicap Blacks.  That they were career makers or breakers in all the 
Cavalry Regiments was a given; but being "counseled" by Big Daddy Drac could be harmful to 
one's health.  So we practiced our Test Blue messages in preparation for the real thing so we 
wouldn't let MSG Sanders down.  Remembering Our Regiment 1959-1962. 
 
(*) For further information see  US Army Border Operations in Germany: 1945-1983, William E. Stacy; (Pages 91-92, 152 
and 153, US Army Border Operations). -31.  This booklet is available from your Regimental Association. 
 

 
Border Tales 

 
 Camp Gates Revisited 
 
For most of the time the Regiment was stationed in Germany, each Squadron had border camps 
it manned.  The 3rd Squadron was unique in the early 1960's by having two camps, one in 
Weiden, and the other just outside the town of Marktredwitz suburb of Brand, Camp Gates.  
Weiden had very modern barracks and mess hall, unit lounge, and an AAFES run Post Exchange 
(PX), and it was a short walk to downtown with lots and lots of pretty women.  Camp Gates on the 
other hand, was way up on a hill, a long drive from the town of Brand, and an even further 
distance from Marktredwitz. We reached "Mark-T" as we called it, usually via a 2 and a half ton 
truck designated the "Pass Truck." 
 
The major difference between the two, from the perspective of a lower ranking enlisted soldier, 
was that VIP's tended to be sent to Weiden, and those of us at Camp Gates were left alone.  
Since the Troop Commander and 1SG were usually located in Weiden, it was a lot more relaxed.  
For example, we played a lot of volleyball at Camp Gates.  Usually about ten minutes before the 
senior platoon sergeant (for three years it was Harry P. Argeropolus) would blow the whistle for 
our morning or afternoon formation we would start a volleyball game.  Then it transformed not into 
winning or losing, but how long we could keep the game going rather than have the formation and 
then go to the motor pool to work.  Some of the games actually lasted an hour with everyone 
watching the players. 
 
The Secretary of Defense Visits 
 
Company G was selected to be the border unit during the Secretary of Defense’s (SecDef) visit to 
the Regiment in March 1960.  That was the only time in my three years in Amberg that all our 
moving equipment was painted; also the only time we were issued new field clothing including 
hard to get items like parka shells and pistol belts with assorted web gear (gear incidentally that 
would improve our chances for Colonel’s Orderly at Guard Mount).   
 
The preparation for the SecDef visit had its moments of humor.  At Camp Gates, we troopers 
were directed to police the rock driveway into the camp.  We were ordered to pick out the big 
rocks and toss them over the fence into a tree farm so the ride would be smooth…and after the 
SecDef departed, we went out the front gate, went into the tree farm, found the big rocks and 
threw the rocks back into the camp to the rock driveway with much laughter. Even the NCO's, 
many of whom were World War II and Korean War combat veterans thought the order was, well 
in simple terms, stupid. But that was the Army in Company G and we basically followed orders.  
After all Harry P., the senior platoon sergeant, let us play volleyball well past the 0800 work 
formation and we wouldn't and didn't want to spoil a good thing. 
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Harry P. 
 
Harry P. Argeropolus served with the 1/10 Cav in Vietnam and retired as a Sergeant Major.  He is 
a life member of the 2nd Cavalry Association having served virtually from 1948 until 1963 
approximately with one assignment for a short period to Hawaii.  He also went from PV1 to MSG 
(E-7) during this time with the Regiment in Maryland and Germany.   
 
"Remembering Your Regiment" articles are a means to remember our Regimental history.  If you 
have a story you would like to share with the Association, the editor can be contacted at 
neddevereaux@comcast.net.  We have spell checker. 
 
 

Second Cavalry ASSOCIATION CONTACT INFORMATION  
Information as of November 2007 

 
 
President and Acting Association Chairman:   Thomas M. Molino   5321 Poplar Valley Ct,  
           Centerville VA 20120 
 
Vice President:     William M. Bewley   3115 Windsong Drive  
           Oakton VA 22124 
 
Vice President (Chapters):   William J. Heidner   7605 E. Olive Ann  
           Lane Yuma AZ 85365 
 
Secretary/Treasurer    Frank J. Hurd    1626 Comanche  
           Road  
           Arnold MD 21012 
 
Board of Directors 
      Tom Stewart    Tacoma, WA 
      Len Dyer    Fort Lewis Museum,  
           Fort Lewis WA  
      MG Robert W. Mixon Jr   USA Retired 
      Roger Jones    628 Brookhaven Way,  
           Niceville FL 32578 
      CSM James Blackwood   HHC 1st AD CMR 467  
           Box 3037  
           APO NY 09096 
 
Non Voting Members of the Board 
      COL John RisCassi   Iraq 
      CSM Victor Martinez   Iraq 
      HCOL Beau Bergeron   Tacoma, WA 
 
Advisors to the Board 
      Henry J. Ebrey Jr   Chairman Emeritus 
      Ashley L. (Mac) Haszard  Florida Corporate  
           Agent  
           Oveido FL 
 
Thoroughbred Editor    Ned Devereaux    PO Box 8174  
Neddevereaux@comcast.net        Portland OR 97207 
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Memorial Project to honor our Fallen during the current deployment to Iraq 
 

The Regiment is currently in the 10th month of their deployment to Iraq.  During the time there, 
they have lost 26 KIA as of my last discussion with the RCSM on May 14th.  The fighting has been tough 
and they are still engaged in the close fight in Baghdad and points north.  To honor our lost Brothers, we 
are leading the charge in support of the Regiment to erect a memorial in their honor.  This memorial will 
be placed in the proximity of the Regimental Headquarters in Vilseck.  The memorial will be tastefully 
done, listing the troopers lost by name, rank, unit, home town and location they were killed.  We are 
leading the project effort and working hard to collect donations to pay for the effort.  The RCO and the 
RCSM are leading the effort there to make sure this tribute is accomplished and in place in time for their 
‘welcome home and memorial dedication ceremony” on November 25, 2008.  As you all should be aware 
by now, you are all welcome to attend this ceremony and can contact Chris Golden for details if you are 
interested.  Many of us are attending and the more of us who can make the trip the more our show of 
support for the Regiment and their accomplishments in battle will be recognized and appreciated by the 
officers and soldiers of our Regiment.   

Now, down to brass tacks!  I am the project lead for this effort for our Association.  I am asking 
you for a donation to help defray the costs of getting this project completed.  The memorial will cost us 
about $25,000.  We have collected in the range of $15,000 to date.  I am asking you to make a donation, 
no matter how large or how small!  Every dollar counts and there is no more deserving cause for you to 
contribute and it is of course tax deductible.  I am also seeking donation via a broad effort with defense 
corporations, private foundations and military support foundations.  I expect to meet with success with 
these collections efforts but we need your help and I hope you feel the need to participate.  

Send your donations by check to me at 3115 Windsong Drive, Oakton, VA 22124.  Please make 
the checks out to the 2D Cavalry Association – Memorial Fund.  I will account for all the funds and publish 
a report for your review upon completion of the project.    

My best regards to you all!  Dig deep and many heart thanks for your support in advance!   
Toujours Pret!  
Bill Bewley  
   

                                                  
                                                2004 MONUMENT AT FORT POLK LA 
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Association News Notes 

One of the lessons learned in putting together this edition, is the number of projects on going by 
various members of the Association.  Thanks to Bill Bewley for his article on raising funds for a 
new Regimental Memorial to especially honor those who lost their lives during this Iraq tour; 
those efforts and a picture of the Fort Polk Monument is on a separate page.  Sam Palmer has 
been very involved with the Wounded Warrior Program and Chris Golden, who represented the 
Association when the Regiment deployed, is back in action getting Association members to return 
to Germany to welcome the Regiment home. 

Visiting Vilseck:  Welcome the Regiment Home in November 

The Association Board received a lengthy email from Chris.  In it, he recommended travel by air, 
flying into Germany with suggested final destination of either Nurnberg or Munich.  On Monday, 
24 November (evening), a meeting of the Association Members with the Regimental leadership 
team off post.  That includes dinner, brief comments, and social mixing.  On 25 November 
(morning), a Welcome Home ceremony will be held and possibly the dedication of the Memorial 
at that time.  On 26 November the majority of the Regiment departs on Block Leave with 
Thanksgiving on Thursday.   

Chris reports:  "A few facts of interest.  Housing on Vilseck is limited and restricted;" the priority 
for on-post accommodations goes to those on orders with casual travelers able to request space 
seven days in advance.  "Some of our senior alumni may be able to find VIP housing...either on 
Graf [because of its expansion] or Vilseck post."    Chris went on to report that he has a list of off 
post hotels in the area and will post it.  Still to be decided is a headquarter hotel where those with 
questions or needing assistance can meet up with follow Association members in Vilseck. 

Members are responsible for their own flight costs; a recent West Coast investigation on costs for 
a November Europe trip came to nearly $800 round trip.  An East Coast departure should run 
between $500 to $700 to one of the two Germany airports.  "I strongly recommend getting a rent-
a-car with additional collision insurance on the car" reports one Association member.  "Its a long 
drive from Weiden's bahnhof when you take a train from Munich; and the train from Nurnberg still 
has a long delay getting into the tiny Vilseck bahnhof.  And despite having several 'gold cards' 
and private auto insurance at home, most major rent-a-car companies won't honor state-side 
insurance."  

If you do plan on getting a rent a car, plan on undergoing strict security checks going onto Vilseck 
Post.  "The method I have for circumventing the security is actually a process that we can use for 
official members of the association. We can ask the unit to post a list of guests to the security 
office at both Graf and Vilseck. The result is that when you drive (or arrive at security) you are 
already on the list - show ID (passport or ID) to security - they confirm the list and you are in - 
about 2 minutes. The problem is that at that time we are competing with commuting and vendors 
going on post."  

Those with an interest in attending this ceremony should contact Chris Golden directly for more 
information.  He can be reached email at: chrisgolden@rcn.com. Chris is working with our 
computer guru's to have information added to our Association webpage. 
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Wounded Warrior Program: “Honoring and Empowering Wounded Warriors.” 

The Army has been very active encouraging retired military, veterans and veteran supporters, 
and family members to assist in the Wounded Warrior Program.  The mission of the Wounded 
Warrior Project is to honor and empower wounded warriors. Its purpose is (1) To raise awareness 
and enlist the public’s aid for the needs of severely injured service men and women; (2) To help 
severely injured service members aid and assist each other; and (3) To provide unique, direct 
programs and services to meet their needs. Currently Sam Palmer heads the Regimental efforts 
in the Washington DC area. 
Sam reports: We have about 40 plus wounded warriors rehabilitating. Most have family members 
watching out for them – but presently we are working towards a goal of having someone 
representing the Regiment (Former Member – Family Member) visiting and checking on them 
periodically. We’re presently finding out who is willing – and where they are located. There may 
not be a rehabilitating trooper near them – but we want the volunteers on our list.  If you are near 
a large military base or major VA hospital and are interested in helping out with this important 
project, please contact Sam via email at Sam.Palmer@L-3com.com or his home number 
703.451.2479 (h) 

Celebrating the Regimental Birthday in Iraq: 
Dragoon Seven Victor Martinez emailed the Board:  "I apologize for missing the meeting last 
night. My day began at 4AM and after a full day I actually dosed off in my chair sometime after 
midnight, totally missing it. I should have caught a cat nap earlier in the day to be fully awake at 
1AM. I really wanted to share with you all that is happening in the Regiment. The troops are doing 
great things over here! 
We will be celebrating our 172d Birthday next week and I have a number of things lined up. We 
will have a big BBQ and a streamer ceremony along with a punch ceremony, and cutting of the 
Regimental cake. We will close with the Regimental song and Regimental prayer given by the 
Chaplain. CSM Blackwood has also been kind enough to give some remarks at our ceremony. 
We will be wearing Stetsons and spurs all day on the FOB. I will definitely take pictures and send 
out the program and sequence of events [to the Board]."   
Thanks CSM for your input and support of the Association. 
2009 2nd Cavalry Association Meeting 
Plans are now being developed for the next 2nd Cavalry Association Meeting tentatively 
scheduled to be held in the Washington DC area.  The weekends of 13-14-15 November or 6-7-8 
November each sandwich Veterans Day on Wednesday giving attendees an opportunity to attend 
Arlington or Vietnam Veterans Memorial ceremonies mid-week.  The tentative program includes 
business meetings (Board, General Membership), a reunion dinner, and at least one tour.  Added 
to the checklist is early check-in/late check-out at Association Meeting rates at the hotel chosen. 
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WEBSITES OF INTEREST 
Editor Note:  We asked "Tacoma Dave" Gettman, a computer savvy member of our Association, 
to help us understand the various websites that are available to those of us who have computer 
availability.  This is what "Tacoma Dave" sent.  We thank him for his information; we all 
remember the saying from our youth "keep the troops informed." And TD has done exactly that. 

"In an attempt to offer the reader every opportunity to access quality news articles and 
information pertaining to the 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, I have compiled a partial list of 
websites that currently offer frequent coverage including breaking news articles, historic articles, 
photos, videos, and audio reports. 
 
Second Cavalry Association News Center 
http://www.dragoons.org/ 
This is the primary news site provided by the Second Cavalry Association. It contains breaking 
news and even some articles dating back as far as 1965. Also included are video and audio 
reports, as well as links to numerous other related sites. If you want to know what the Regiment 
has been doing the last couple years, look here. 
 
Second Cavalry Association History Center 
http://history.dragoons.org/ 
This is my heart and soul, the foundation of our proud Regiment, it's glorious past. On these 
pages you will find a work in progress that will never be completed, as the 2d Dragoon's are daily 
adding to the pages of our storied past dating to 1836 faster than I can fill in the gaps. Many 
sections of our one hundred seventy-two year history are yet to be added or completed, but a 
wealth of information can still be found here. My sincerest apologies to the Cold War and Kuwait 
Liberation vets, as well as the Soldiers from the Regiment's 2003 deployment to the Gulf. I hope 
to begin work on these sections in the near future. 
 
2SCR.ARMY.MIL 
http://www.2scr.army.mil/ 
This is the official U.S. Army home page for the 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment. 
 
Stryker Brigade News 
http://www.strykernews.com/archives/cat_2nd_stryker_cavalry_regiment.html 
This site reports on all Stryker related articles they find, and is the source of many of my stories 
on the Association News Center." 
 
If you have any questions or comments on these websites please contact "Tacoma Dave" 
through the Association WebPages. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
Frank Hurd, the Association Secretary/Treasurer reported: 

In keeping with mission of the 2d Cavalry Association, the Association has established a 
scholarship fund for children, veterans and members of the regiment to help offset the cost of 
college. Annually the Association holds an essay contest to determine a qualified individual to 
receive the award. This year’s award goes to Lemmie Lee a student at Vilseck High School. She 
is President of the Student Body, President of the National Honor Society and President of the 
Future Business Leaders of America. She has an amazing 3.96 grade point average while 
participating in numerous extracurricular activities beyond her leadership positions. She is the 
daughter of Major Lee who is currently severing in Iraq as the Chaplain to the 2d Stryker Cavalry 
Regiment. Lemmie Lee clearly is an outstanding young lady who personifies why the future of our 
country is going to be in good hands. The Association is honored to be able to award this 
scholarship for $2500 to one of our country’s future leaders. Toujours Prêt – “Always Ready”     



              SUTLER’S STORE GRAND REOPENING 

 
 
NEW REGIMENTAL                REGIMENTAL   A MUST OWN AND READ 
      TIE DESIGN                         MEDALLION        BOOK FOR ANYONE  
            $25.00      LIMITED QUANTITY                          WHO SERVED IN THE 
                AVAILABLE             BORDER CAV 
                $9.00                     $19.00 
 
    UNIT PATCHES                                       UNIT CRESTS                            TIE TACK/LAPEL  
      $4.00 EACH                                             $5.50 EACH               PIN $3.00 EACH 
        
SUBDUED    DESERT   REGULAR                                                  

                                                         



                                                                                             
 

 
2ND CAVALRY SHORT SLEEVE SHIRT OPTIONS 

 
Off-White, Red or Yellow w/Crest Dark Blue w/Crossed Sabers     Gray w/Crest over Sabers          

2nd US Cavalry                            2nd Cavalry Regiment            2nd Cavalry Association 
   Since 1836              Since 1836            Since 1899  

        
Size (XS, S, M, L, XL, XXL)           Size (XS, S, M, L, XL, XXL)         Size (XS, S, M, L, XL, XXL) 
$37.00 each ($39.00 for XXL)        $37.00 each ($39.00 for XXL)       $43.00 each ($45.00 for XXL) 
____Number   Size ___ Color__        _____Number  Size____                    _____Number  Size____ 
         
 
 
 
ORDER FORM (All Prices Include Shipping) 

____Regimental Ties @ $25.00  ___Regimental Medallions @ $9.00 
____US Border Ops Book @ $19.00  ___Unit Crests @ $5.50 
____Unit Patches (Subdued, Regular or Desert) @ $4.00 
____Tie Tacks or ____Lapel Pins @ $3.00 each 
 

 
 
 
Amount submitted_____________________ 
 
Name_____________________________ Address__________________________________ 
 
City______________________________ State_________________Zip Code______________ 
 
Phone # or Email Address_____________________________________________ 
 
Send order to: Spur of the Moment, c/o Bill Heidner 7605 E Olive Ann Lane Yuma AZ 85365 
Questions? (928) 726-6329 or FAX (877) 763-2635  
 
COMING SOON _ ON-LINE ordering at www.dragoons.org 
 

http://www.dragoons.org/
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Members of the Second Cavalry Association: 
      I thought I would share a link with you so you may see a short story on the Regimental 
Birthday celebration. The ceremony was preceded by a BBQ and Dragoons had plenty to eat. 
General Petraeus taped a Regimental birthday message to the troops which we showed on a big 
screen. The cake was so big it took 6 soldiers to carry it into the gym and the oldest and youngest 
Dragoons help the DCO and I cut it. 
     We also used the punch bowl 2-2 brought to Iraq; LTG Thurman's name was the last 
Commander’s name that was engraved on it. CSM Blackwood was the guest speaker and both he 
and MG Hertling participated in the regimental punch ceremony. The OIF (non-alcoholic) recipe 
was not bad at all. It was a great day and a great event for the Regiment. 
      I wish you all well. Take care! 
Very respectfully, Dragoon 7 
CSM Victor Martinez 
Regimental Command Sergeant Major 
 "Toujours Pret" 
 
CHECK OUT THIS LINK  
http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=edf_1211903909 
 
  

                              

http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=edf_1211903909
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Don Stivers who has done five prints for the Regiment has been commissioned to 
complete two new prints "Welcome Home" and "Always Ready". The theme of  
the prints will highlight the Regiment in Iraq.  He has completed his first painting 
"Welcome Home" and working on second paint "Always Ready". There are a very 
limited number of prints and offer ends in June when the price jumps to $100 for 
"Always Ready" and $90 for "Welcome Home".  Please complete contact the Regimental 
Chaplain Samuel Lee at samuel.lee@us.army.mil   Time is short so don't delay with your 
orders. Tojours Pret.  Chaplain Lee 
 

                     

mailto:samuel.lee@us.army.mil
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Second Cavalry Association 
 
Please fill ALL blanks applicable to you; print carefully and make no abbreviations.  
 

Name _____________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address _____________________________________________________ 
 
City  _____________________________________________________ 
 
State _____________________________________________________ 
 
ZIP Code _____________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone # _____________________________________________________ 
 
Dates of ACTIVE service in the armed forces: _______________________________ 

 
2nd CAV Unit & dates assigned:   _____________________________ ____________ 
 
E-mail Address:  _____________________________________________________ 
 

     Do not send the Thoroughbred to me by e-mail.    
 

  Two year membership @ $25/$20 for A.D.  Life membership@ $150 
  Three year membership @ $35    Five year membership @ $50   
 Family life membership @ $75; Check one: my late  father  husband was a Second 

Cavalryman: 
___________________________      _____________________       ______________________ 
 (His Name)                                     (His unit)                          (His Service Dates) 
  
My latest 2d Cavalry Regimental service was prior to 7 December 1941, so I am eligible for a free two 
(2) year membership or renewal. 
     Dates of such service:   ____________________  ; my 2d CAV Unit:  ________________                                      
 
Contributions or gifts to the 2nd Cavalry Association are deductible as charitable contributions for 
Federal tax purposes. 
  
DONATIONS: I also enclose $ ______________ earmarked for: 

 General Fund (Unencumbered fund for normal operating expenses) 
 Reunion Fund (Costs for next biennial membership meeting); 
 Scholarship Fund (Annual Grants to qualified regimental or association offspring; 
 Other. ___________________________________________ 

 
Make checks payable to 2d Cavalry Association and mail to: 
 
2d Cavalry Association Inc. 
c/o Frank Hurd 
1626 Comanche Rd 
Arnold MD 21012 
E-Mail address: fhurd@carpet-rug.org 
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