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A Spring 2013 Cover Picture Question 

 During a 2010 tour along the Czech border from Hof to the Austrian border, my travel 

partner Ken Smith, with eight years experience along the 3d Squadron border trace, and I did not 

see that same scene.  We determined that the photo may well have been taken at an East German 

site when K Troop was filling in for a 2d Squadron border unit while they were away at 

Grafenwohr or Hohenfels.  The fact that the patrol was still wearing their signature Black Beret 

would date the picture sometime in the mid 1970’s. 

 The photo caption identified the patrol as coming from K Troop.  The picture was 

selected in part, as we continue the build up to the Gettysburg Reunion, because K Troop (then 

Company K) was the only Regimental unit engaged in the first battle of Bull Run (21 July 1861) 

starting the Regiment’s long role in Virginia and eastern theater fighting. They, like the patrol, 

would be first to fight in the east. 

 During our 40 year Cold War border years, Company K/K Troop constantly patrolled the 

border. Today, with the last tanks withdrawn from Army, Europe, K is still with the Regiment, 

and the Regiment is now the only ground combat unit left in Germany. This picture is a tie 

between these three seminal events. 

 So, who can identify this location? 

    Toujours Pret! The Editor 

Fiddler’s Green 

 Staff Sgt. Wesley R. Williams, 25, of New Carlisle, Ohio, died 10 December 2010 in 

Kandahar, Afghanistan, of wounds suffered when enemy forces attacked his unit with an 

improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 38th Infantry Regiment, 4th 

Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, under control of the 7th Infantry Division, 

Joint Base Lewis-McCord, Washington. In 2006 Williams was assigned to the 2d Stryker 

Cavalry Regiment in Vilseck and deployed with the Regiment to Iraq in 2007 where he served as 

a Radio-Telephone Operator. 

 Our thoughts go out to Colonel (Retired) Bill Wollenberg, former Company M and I 

Troop Commander, and later 3d Squadron S-4 on the loss of his wife Doris Wollenberg on 22 

May 2012.  When they were stationed in Amberg, Doris taught in the Pond Barracks Elementary 

School. 

 Joseph A. “Pug” Mitchell, 87, of Martville, NY passed away on 13 June 2012.  

According to his obituary, he died “of a broken heart due to the passing of his wife [Jean 

Mitchell] of 65years…”  Mitchell joined the Army at age 17 and fought with the Regiment in 

World War II receiving the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.  Following World War II service he 

joined the US Air Force and served in both Korea and Vietnam. 

 William L. Capewell of Marlton/Mt. Laurel NJ passed away on 9 November 2012 at the 

age of 89.  Bill fought in many battles in the 3d United States Army under General Patton’s 

command in World War II including the Battle of the Bulge.  Bill was the beloved husband of 

Katherine “Pennie” Capewell for 65 years, and father of Diane Werner and her children Mark 

and Kristin. 

 SFC (Retired) Patrick Kilkenny of Holbrook, NY passed away on the 16th of January 

2013 at the age of 72.  Kilkenny spent 31 years in the Army with one of his tours with the 2
nd

 

Armored Cavalry Regiment. A member of the Suffolk County Police Department, he is survived 

by his wife Lorraine, children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews. 



 

 

 

2D CAVALRY ASSOCIATION 
APRIL 2013 

DEAR FELLOW DRAGOONS: 

 

Hello to you all! 
 Since my last correspondence with you a significant event has occurred in our Army: we no 

longer have even ONE tank left in Europe.  Wow!   For those of us who “grew up” on tanks and armored 

scout vehicles that is one heck-of-a change.  Now down to more current business and I’ll keep it brief.   

 The Regiment is under new leadership and I want to add my personal welcome to COL Sims 

(#77) and fond farewell to COL Barclay (#76).  Thanks to Keith for a job well done and welcome aboard 

D.A!  It is a pleasure being part of the Association Support Team and being associated with the troopers 

and leaders in our great Regiment.  I pledge our support in all that we can possibly do to support the 

troopers, their leadership and their families during the upcoming deployment.  There is no doubt this will 

be a tough assignment as we enter Afghanistan as the last brigade sized force deployed there.  I wish them 

well and pray for safe return of every deploying Dragoon.   

 Recently, Chris Golden and I traveled to Vilseck to attend the Squadron changes of command.  It 

was a great trip because we went “home” to be with the Regiment one more time – that never gets old!  

We were privileged to be accompanied by COL (Ret) John Eberle, our new Honorary Colonel of the 

Regiment.  John has the distinction of being a great Cavalryman and great friend as well as being #66.  

We drank beer, ate great food, enjoyed fellowship with Cavalrymen and welcomed John into his new 

position.  Congratulation to John and welcome to our team!   

 Our next reunion is upon us!  This is going to be a very special event and I’m hopeful many of 

you can join us at Gettysburg 3-6 October.  The details are in the Thoroughbred and Ned is educating us 

all on the role our Regiment played in this great struggle in 1863.  Please go on line and sign up and join 

us!  Tim White is our Committee Chairman for the event and I want to take this opportunity to thank Tim 

for his work on the project.  Thanks Tim!  

 Vilseck Chapter update:  We are continuing to work diligently to create a new Association 

Chapter in Vilseck.  If any of you know any among us who have retired in Germany and reside there 

please let us know – call me or send me an email.  We need help with this project and the folks to help are 

hard to find.   

 Finally and as always we seek your help with donations.  Our help to the Regiment requires 

money and our primary source of money is us and no amount is too small.  I am looking ahead a bit and 

in anticipation that our memorial will require modification due to losses that I hope don’t occur during 

this deployment.  I am also anticipating family support requirements as a result of losses and injuries.  All 

donations are 100% applied to supporting the men and women of our Regiment and their families when 

necessary.  You will see more on this topic but know that the bills will come due for our commitments to 

these great soldiers and their families.  The more generous you can be the more we can do to help them!      

My best to you all!  I’m available anytime if any of you have suggestions or want to help us do more for 

our Regiment.   

DRAGOON FOR LIFE 

Bill Bewley 

703-472 -5023 

bbewley@bewleycapital.com 
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REMEMBER YOUR REGIMENT 

The Road to Gettysburg:  The Regiment in the Civil War 

Primary Secondary Resource 

Editor’s Note 

 Just as a reminder, my primary secondary resource in developing a series of articles for 

The Thoroughbred in 2012 and 2013 has been Theophilus F. Rodenbough’s 1875 book From 

Everglade to Canyon with the Second United States Cavalry: An Authentic Account of Service 

in Florida, Mexico, Virginia, and the Indian County. It is available through the University of 

Oklahoma Press or  on-line sources such as Amazon. This is one of those books we Association 

members may find useful for interesting reading, or simply to know more about our Regiment’s  

177
th

 year history.  This basic review is now found on the Amazon website. 

 Theophilus F. Rodenbough's 1875 book about the 2d Cavalry Regiment (initially 2d 

Regiment of Dragoons and during the Cold War, the 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment) during its 

formative years, Florida, western service including Mexico, Virginia during the Civil War and 

ending back in Indian Country covers a roughly 39 year period.  The writing style may take some 

readers time to get familiar with. The Appendix is invaluable for early Regimental orders, reports 

and correspondence, plus military records that were thoughtfully added by the author.  One 

shortcoming is the lack of first names or initials of enlisted Cavalry Troopers.  This is something 

that should not be unexpected, as the Officers Corps is the focus.  But the enlisted readers need 

to be aware of the shortcoming especially if searching for stories of and by enlisted soldiers. (A 

notable exception is the history of the Utah Expedition. 

  

 During my two tours with the Regiment, 1959-62 and 1979-80 I was never familiar with 

this book.  With the advent of increased book production by University Presses (this book is 

published by the University of Oklahoma Press, Norman), and the availability of books like this 

through the Internet, this book is available to leaders now serving in the 2d Cavalry Regiment 

currently serving in Germany with past visits to places like Iraq and Afghanistan. 

As the editor of the 2d Cavalry Regiment Association newsletter, I have found this book 

invaluable in understanding some of our Regiment's early history.  With the 150th anniversary of 

the Civil War, this book has become more invaluable in developing basic articles of interest to 

Association members. There are literally thousands of books written about our Civil War, but 

this one, with its unique focus on Virginia battles, has a single focus, the 2d Cavalry Regiment. 

  

 As the Army transitions out of direct combat, and Noncommissioned and Commissioned 

Officers have time to reflect on our history as we prepare for the next phase of our Regimental 

history, Rodenbough's book has a place in a leader's professional reading "stack of stuff."  It is 

particularly useful in challenging Troopers and Officers knowledge of their Regiment. 
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Notable Battle Dates and Names in Regimental Virginia Service 

July 1861-June 1863 
 

 Bull Run (21 July 1861) Lieutenant Francis N.C. (Frank) Armstrong; led Company K 

in a general engagement with the Confederate forces. K Company is the only unit specifically 

mentioned in the Appendix although we know other companies were deployed before and during 

the battle. Armstrong had a rather unique military record during the Civil War. Although he had 

led Company K well, Armstrong resigned his commission on 13 August 1861, a little over three 

weeks after the battle. Subsequently, in July 1862, Armstrong was appointed acting brigadier 

general in the confederate’s Army of the West. He led a cavalry brigade at the Battle of 

Thompson’s Station, Tennessee in March 1863, and after being promoted to brigadier general 

the following month, took command of a brigade in General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s cavalry 

division. He led a division at the Battle of Chickamauga, Georgia, a brigade during the Atlanta 

Campaign, and helped cover the retreat of John Bell Hood’s Army of Tennessee after the Battle 

of Nashville. His last action was at Selma, Alabama in April 1865; he surrendered the following 

month. Armstrong died in Bar Harbor, Maine, in 1909. 

 In a separate article, Regimental Officers Who Went South, you can also read about 

another former Dragoon, George H. Steuart, who, Regimental lore has it, was captured at 1
st
 

Bull Run by a Sergeant Sachs of, the 2d U.S. Cavalry. 

The Peninsular Campaign (March 1862 – June 1862) 

 Yorktown (4 April to 4 May 1862) involved A, B, D, E, F, H and K Companies in siege 

operations.  The Regiment was still fragmented because at the same time, C Company, which 

had fought at Fort Donelson (13-15 February), was engaged at Shiloh and the battle at Pittsburg 

Landing. The leader during this operation, Major Alfred Pleasanton, was first commissioned in 

the 1
st
 Regiment of Dragoons on 1 July 1844, and eventually was promoted to 2d Lieutenant 

with the 2d Regiment of Dragoons on 3 November 1845. He served during the war with Mexico 

and was a participant in the battle of Rescaca de la Palma 9 May 1846. He was cited for this 

battle (as well as the Battles of Palo Alto 8 May 1846) “for gallant and meritorious conduct …” 

in those cited battles. He continued after this war with frontier duty including duty in my home 

state of Oregon for nearly two years.  Pleasanton was also “in command of the Regiment, which 

he marched to Washington DC, September-October, 1861.”  While serving as a General Officer 

of the US Volunteers, Pleasanton had an extensive war record  fighting in the Peninsular 

Campaign (March thru August 1862), Battle of South Mountain (14 September 1862), Battle of 

Antietam (17 September 1862), Battle of Fredericksburg (13 December 1862), Chancellorsville 

(2-3 May 1863) while in command of the Cavalry Corps.  He fought at Gettysburg, and several 

battles following before being moved west to the Department of Missouri in March 1864. 

(Rodenbough, pp 444-445) 

 New Bridge (24 May 1862) Captain George A. Gordon, commanding a squadron 

consisting of H and K Companies, engaged a large Confederate force while conducting a 

reconnaissance; a skirmish according to Civil War historians.  His force suffered no casualties.  

Actually Gordon and his forces were on “Provost Guard duty” (Rodenbough, p. 462) near New 

Bridge when the action took place.  For this action he received a promotion to Brevet Major 

effective that date for “gallant and meritorious service.” Gordon was an 1854 West Point 

graduate initially commissioned in the artillery who transferred to the 2d Dragoons on 3 March 

1855. Prior to the Civil War his experience was in Kansas, the Utah Expedition (1857-60) plus 

the march to Oregon 1860 and back to Utah 1860-61. Gordon had extensive experience in staff  
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and command throughout the eastern campaign; we will keep seeing his name in our history.  He 

also was in command of the Regiment October 1863-February 1864.  Following the Civil War, 

he served with the 4
th

 and 5
th

 Cavalry out west. 

 Gaines Mill (27 June 1862) Captain Charles E.  Norris, commanding E, F, H and K had 

a “general engagement” (Rodenbough Annex) that resulted in no casualties. Charles J. Whiting 

(who came to the Regiment from the original 2d Cavalry Regiment) was captured during that 

battle but exchanged in August albeit with a promotion to Major during his captivity. Gaines 

Mill is one of the Seven Days battles waged in the Union attempt to capture Richmond the 

Confederate Capital and, with the Seven Days battles ended, George McClellan’s Peninsular 

Campaign. Norris had extensive experience serving with the Regiment on frontier duty in New 

Mexico, Texas, Kansas, Utah, and “on the march to Oregon.”  Norris also had the opportunity to 

command the regiment as a Captain as did so many other notable names.  Whiting graduated 

from West Point in 1835 and had a varied pre-Civil War career as an Engineer, Artilleryman, and 

Cavalryman.  The Peninsular Campaign would not be his last.  He was in command of the 

Regiment and the Regular Brigade during the Battle of Brandy Station. 

 A notable participant with strong Regimental ties was Philip St. George Cooke.  Cooke 

was commissioned in 1827 as an infantry officer. After initial service fighting Indians including 

Comanche and Sac (see the “Black Hawk War”) he transferred to the 1
st
 Dragoons, and 

eventually was promoted to Major in the 2d Dragoons 16 February 1847 where he was in 

command of a battalion of Missouri volunteers in California for ten months, “and in command of 

Regiment in the City of Mexico, 1848.” (Rodenbough, p.437). When it came to the Civil War, 

Cooke was the field commander of George B. McClellan’s horse soldiers and concurrently, the 

father-in-law to Confederate Cavalry chief J.E.B. Stuart.  Stuart actually rode all the way around 

McClellan’s army, much to the embarrassment of Cooke.  He was relieved of command 

responsibilities and given administrative duties, never to command horse soldiers again. 

 South Mountain (15 September 1862) involved E and F Companies. Rodenbough does 

not mention who the command of the Regimental contingent was in the Appendix. South 

Mountain was a series of three battles:  Compton Gap, Turner Gap and Fox’s Gap.  The Union 

forces needed to get thru the three gaps in order to attack Lee’s invading forces.  Lee’s force was 

able to delay the Union forces for a day.  Historically these three winning battles were a great 

morale booster for the Union forces. 

 Antietam (17 September 1862) E, F, H and K were now again under Captain George. A 

Gordon’s command.  Here they were used as a detachment on escort duty for the commanding 

general, Major General George McClellan. A piece of historical trivia: Charles J. Whiting did 

command the Army of the Potomac cavalry brigade consisting of the 5
th

 and 6
th

 US Cavalry.  

Antietam ended up as the bloodiest battle of the entire Civil War.  At one point the cavalry was 

placed directly on the front line between infantry to the left and right.  That was probably not a 

good use of a reconnaissance force needed during this battle.  Perhaps the fault was with 

knowing how to use cavalry by McClelland? 

 Fredericksburg (13 December 1862) E, F, H and K were now placed under command of 

Major Charles J. Whiting, in an action best described in the Appendix as a general engagement. 

 Thus ends our narrative of Regimental Civil War activities from April 1861 until 

December 1862. We were a fragmented regiment with a multitude of duties focusing on escort 

and guard type duties.  But 1863 would bring about major changes, and the Regiment would be 

engaged in combat extensively until Lee’s surrender at Appomattox in April 1865. 
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Regimental Officers Who Went South 

 One area of Civil War history that is often cited is that the war was father against son, 

brother against brother, family against family.  That too was part of our Regimental history.  In 

the last edition of The Thoroughbred newsletter we brought the reader to the point where the 

Regiment was finally together (12 Troops of approximately 70 cavalry Troopers) in and around 

Washington, DC. 

 In Rodenbough’s Appendix, he lists the names of dozens and dozens of Regimental 

officers who served during the period of the book.  Part of the Appendix (Part II) has the Military 

Record of Officers. (Remember our Regimental Motto:  “Remember Your Regiment and Follow 

Your Officers.” This article is in keeping with that philosophy.  That said, the Military Record 

when it comes to those officers who went south, is simply limited to one or two facts.  Generally 

the record simply states the date of resignation and the eventual rank the person achieved.  So 

what did they do?  So call this article “historical trivia” if you will. 

 George W. Steuart was commissioned in the 2d Dragoons in July 1848. His background 

was service on “frontier duty with a long stint in Texas” with the Regiment before moving to the 

1
st
 Cavalry Regiment with service in Kansas, Nebraska, and as far west as Colorado. On 22 April 

1861 Steuart resigned from the Union army to serve with the rebels. He went into 1
st
 Bull Run as 

an infantry captain, and after the battle in July 1861, was promoted to Colonel. Rodenbough (p. 

235) quotes a Union Brigade commander, Colonel Porter as saying: “the cavalry were engaged 

in feeling the left flank of the enemy’s position, some important captures were made, one by 

Sergeant Sachs, Second Dragoons, of a General George Steuart, of Baltimore…”  Just too many 

fact conflicts and just too much fog of war. In any case Steuart went on in Confederate service 

receiving his one and only star in 1862. His service culminated with being part of Robert E. 

Lee’s escort at the surrender at Appomattox. 

 William J. Hardee, promoted to 2d Lieutenant in the Regiment 1 July 1838, served in 

the Florida War 1838-40, War with Mexico 1846-48. Hardee was also captured by Mexican 

forces and held for 15 days the spring of 1846 until exchanged.  His service continued in Texas, 

Missouri, Carlisle, PA (Cavalry School for Practice) and he was Commandant of Cadet’s 

immediately before the war broke out.  He was one of the early officers to be promoted to 

Lieutenant General with the Confederate Army. Hardee, known as “Old Reliable” while wearing 

Confederate grey, spent his Civil War service fighting in the west. Hardee is most notable for 

publishing Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics for the Exercise and Manoeuvres of Troops When 

Acting as Light Infantry or Riflemen (popularly known as Hardee’s Tactics) which became the 

best-known drill manual used by both sides in the Civil War. 

 Henry H. Sibley was a classmate of Hardee, and was also promoted to 2d Lieutenant in 

the Regiment and served most of his time in Texas as well, following service in Florida and 

Mexico.  He left the Regiment to serve as a Major in the 1
st
 Dragoons in New Mexico before 

resigning his commission.  He ended his service with the Confederate Army as a Major General 

with service in New Mexico, Louisiana and Texas. 

 Reuben Philander Campbell, promoted to 2d Lieutenant in the Regiment 1 July 1839, 

was killed in action 27 June 1862 in the Battle of Gaines Mill, VA while serving as a 

Confederate Colonel.  He was only 44. 

 William Steele also came to the Regiment from West Point and served in Florida during 

the Seminole Wars, then frontier duties in Louisiana, Missouri, and Texas. During the Mexican 

War, he fought in six major battles, being promoted to 1
st
 Lieutenant, and appointed to the rank 

of brevet captain.  Steele’s Civil War experience focused on Texas, New Mexico and Arizona  
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and he ended the war as a Confederate Major General according to Rodenbough (p. 454-5). 

 Richard H. Anderson joined the 2d Dragoons after Mexican War experience with the 1
st
 

Dragoons, on 13 July 1848 and served with the Regiment until he resigned 3 March 1861. As 

part of Confederate General James A. Longstreet’s Corps, Anderson and his men fought at 2d 

Bull Run, the Battle of Antietam (the sunken road in the center of the Confederate defense was 

his responsibility) and at Fredericksburg where his division was not decisively engaged. 

Anderson also served under Stonewall Jackson at Chancellorsville, May 1863.  One of his 

brigades, commanded by Lewis Armistead, was reassigned to George Pickett’s division at 

Gettysburg and Anderson’s remaining brigades did participate late in the event described as 

Pickett’s Charge.  Anderson will return again to fight against his old Regiment during the 

Wilderness Campaign and two of its battles; Spotsylvania Court House (10 May 1864) and Cold 

Harbor (31 May-1 June 1864).  Anderson was promoted to temporary Lieutenant General on 31 

May 1864 but reverted back to Major General late in the year.  Perhaps we will read more about 

Anderson in later editions this year as we summarize post-Gettysburg actions. 

 Beverly H. Robertson, another West Point graduate was promoted to Brevet 2d 

Lieutenant on 1 July 1849. After attending the Cavalry School at Carlisle Barracks, he served on 

the frontier in New Mexico, Kansas and Nebraska Territories against primarily Sioux and 

Apache tribes before taking a promotion and transfer to the 5
th

 US Cavalry.  Following 

Virginia’s withdrawal from the Union, as a Colonel’ he commanded the 4
th

 Virginia Cavalry in 

August 1861, but by 9 June 1862 was promoted to Brigadier General and fought in the 2d battle 

of Bull Run. During the battle of Brandy Station, his brigade failed to delay or stop Union 

reinforcements coming from the southeast.  Just prior to Gettysburg, he and his cavalry fought a 

rear-guard action at Upperville and after Gettysburg, was part of the force covering Lee’s retreat 

back to Virginia but suffered severe losses during the entire campaign.  By October 1863 he was 

moved to the Second Military District (South Carolina, Georgia and Florida) but his war was 

basically over. 

 George B. Anderson was promoted to Brevet 2d Lieutenant 1 July 1852 performed 

duties on the frontier including Texas, Kansas, and Utah.  He resigned on 25 April 1861 and was 

appointed Colonel of a North Carolina Infantry Regiment and after demonstrating 

professionalism in battle in May 1862, was promoted to Brigadier the following month.  We 

know he fought in the Seven Days Battles and was wounded at Malvern Hill but was still able to 

perform in the defenses around Richmond. We also know he may have faced some from his old 

2d Dragoons in the Battle of South Mountain, on 15 September, just before the Battle of 

Antietam on 17 September 1863.  Anderson’s men defended a portion of the Sunken Road (also 

known as “Bloody Lane”) against repeated Union attacks.  It was there Anderson was wounded, 

evacuated, and later died of his wounds received at Antietam at age 31 in Raleigh, North 

Carolina. 

 John Pegram, a 1854 graduate of West Point was promoted to Brevet 2d Lieutenant on 1 

July 1854, had a varied career with  frontier service, and three years later was back teaching 

Cavalry for eight months before returning to the 2d Dragoons.  He resigned his commission on 

10 May 1861 and two months later was commissioned as a Lieutenant Colonel  fighting in West 

Virginia (General George B. McClellan was leading the Union forces).  What makes Pegram 

somewhat unique was his surrendering his entire regiment resulting in Pegram being the first 

former US Army officer to be captured and he spent six months in Fortress Monroe thinking  
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about it.  Eventually he was exchanged and promoted to Colonel. Pegram went west and was 

promoted to Brigadier General and given command of a cavalry brigade in November 1862. He 

was not the best officer for the job and eventually was sent back to the Army of Northern 

Virginia in October 1863 where he appeared to do an excellent job, especially in the defense of 

Petersburg. What makes Pegram stand out was marrying his wife Hetty Cary at St Paul’s Church 

in Richmond on 19 January 1865 with Jefferson Davis, Confederate President, and his wife 

among the attendees.  Less than three weeks later, during the battle of Hatcher’s Run, Pegram 

was killed in action.  His funeral, with many of the same attendees, was held at St Paul’s. 

 Thus some of the names of those who went south and, for good or bad, served well in the 

Confederate forces. 

 

The Road to Gettysburg:  Who Was in Command of the Regiment? 
 

 Editor’s Note:  Throughout the various battles by the Regiment during the Civil War, 

several Captains were in command.  Part of my confusion of Regimental History is with the 

4
th

 Colonel of the Regiment Thomas J. Wood (12 Nov 1861 – 9 Jun 1868).  He spent the Civil 

War years in the western campaigns around Kentucky, Tennessee and Mississippi while the 

Regiment was primarily focused in Virginia, Antietam and Gettysburg.  One of my fellow 

amateur historians responded with the following observations: 

 “Concerning Colonel Wood, I found in doing research about the Army during those years 

that Officers were commissioned and given a position in a Regiment or other billet.  Some of the 

early Colonels of the Regiment were in command for many years.  However, the common 

practice was that they retained the position and rank, but often left the Regiment for extended 

periods of time for duties elsewhere.  There are instances where Colonels of the Regiment were 

absent while recovering from illnesses or injury, to sit on boards or courts martial or to attend 

serious family issues. 

 Those serving out west often were given assignments back east for long periods.  

Usually, another officer would be placed in temporary command during their absences.  Recall 

an earlier Thoroughbred article about Robert E. Lee titled ‘Which 2d Cavalry Regiment?”  Then 

Lieutenant Colonel Lee was not the Colonel of the 2d Cavalry Regiment, "Jefferson Davis' Own” 

(re-designated in 1861 as the 5
th

 Cavalry Regiment)," yet he was in command for much of the 

Regiment’s time in Texas.  He was recalled from Texas to Washington just prior to the outbreak 

of the Civil War and then resigned to join Virginia and the Confederacy once war was 

inevitable.   

 This may be part of the answer to the question.  Colonel Wood was appointed Colonel of 

the Regiment, but perhaps after the Civil War he was too old and younger Officers were given 

command of the Regiment in the field during that period, and Colonel Wood was detached and 

given other, less demanding duties.  Since there was no retirement system, some Colonels of the 

Regiment seemingly served forever.  I do not know if this applies, but is just for consideration. 

 Just to make it clear, George A. Gordon, Wesley Merritt and Theophilus Rodenbough 

were the principal “on the ground” commanders during the Civil War, usually of Cavalry 

Squadrons and, on several battlefield instances, Cavalry Battalions consisting of two Squadrons.  

However, I have yet to find where the 2d Cavalry Regiment, as a Regimental combat formation, 

was engaged with Confederate forces.  I could be wrong. 
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 We do know that the 5
th

 Colonel of the Regiment, Innis N. Palmer, served in the east. 

Rodenbough cites that Palmer, as a Major, was “in command of the Regular Cavalry in the 

Manassas Campaign of July, 1861.”  However, this had more to do with massing the Regular 

Army Cavalry component as a force during the first battle of Bull Run July 21, 1861. 

 Palmer, who was Colonel of the Regiment (9 Jun 1868-20 March 1879), was detached 

from the Regiment from August 1868 to May 1869 for a board (“Member Board”) in 

Washington. D.C. This may indicate that after extensive Civil War fighting, post-war duties in 

upper Arkansas State, Fort Laramie, Dakota Territory and Fort McPherson, Nebraska, Palmer 

may have been given a break. Hope this helps.” 

 Thank you. Does anyone out there know if this is the correct answer to the question of 

who was in charge of the Regiment during the Civil War? 

               The Editor 

 

The Regiment Comes Together December 1861-May1863 

  

 If you will recall from the December 2012 edition of The Thoroughbred, the 2d Dragoons 

were splintered and spread across the west by the time of the outbreak of the Civil War in April 

1861.  By 23 December 1861, the Regimental companies of A, B, D, E, F, H, K, L were gathered 

at Cantonment Holt in the Washington DC area, basically serving in Provost duties. 

 The missing three Companies eventually re-joined the Regiment as a whole. C Company 

spent two plus years fighting in the western campaign and finally joined the Regiment in 

Falmouth, Virginia in May 1863. G Company came from New Mexico and joined up with I 

Company to form a Squadron and also joined the Regiment at Falmouth in January 1863. Thus 

ten Cavalry companies were available to perform as a Cavalry Regiment. (Note 1) Therein lays a 

problem:  How would the Regiment be used?  The easiest way to explain is to extensively quote 

Wesley Merritt from his personal recollections as further quoted by Rodenbaugh (pp 283-286). 

Merritt begins: “It was a great misfortune that the controllers of our army organization in the 

early part of the Rebellion did not appreciate the part that the cavalry was to play in the war.” 

 Indeed Merritt makes the point that Winfield Scott, the commanding general, thought that 

three or four regiments of Cavalry were all that were needed.  George B. McClellan, who next 

led the eastern Union forces with the Army of the Potomac, tended to agree and, “crippled our 

reduced cavalry for the first two years of the war” wrote Merritt. He continues: 

 “The few cavalry regiments which were permitted by our frugal government…were 

emasculated and disorganized by furnishing details as escorts, guides, orderlies, and small 

scouting parties until nowhere in the State of Virginia was there sufficient force of Union 

cavalry…” to meet the Army of Northern Virginia cavalry under J.E.B. Stewart. Merritt then 

goes on to write that McClellan did not know how to employ the cavalry he did have by 

“…dividing it up with a lavish hand among his infantry corps, division and brigade commanders 

so that the smallest infantry organization had its company or more of mounted men, whose duty 

consisted of supplying details as orderlies for mounted staff officers, following them mounted on 

their rapid rides for pleasure or for duty, or in camp acting as grooms and boot-blacks at the 

various headquarters.”  

 I think at this point the reader gets the general gist of Merritt’s frustrations.  It should be 

noted that when he wrote his Personal  Recollections--Beverly Ford to Mitchell’s Station 1863) 
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he was a Brevet Major General with a permanent rank of Lieutenant Colonel of the 9
th

 Cavalry, 

and late a Captain of the Second Cavalry Regiment.  Yes, he did have an axe to grind.  

McClellan did recognize that constant scouting and “reconnoissances” [sic] were “severe labor” 

that “worked down the horses and rendered many of them unserviceable; so that at this time 

(October 1862) no more than half of our cavalry are fit for active service in the field.” 

(Rodenbaugh, 284). 

 In any case nothing improved until McClellan was removed from command of the Army 

of the Potomac after Antietam and the relief of Ambrose E. Burnside following the Union defeat 

at Fredericksburg December 1862.  Basically the Union cavalry had been completely ineffective 

at Antietam and Fredericksburg and the entire first two years of the war.  However, in fairness to 

McClellan, it was he who brought most of the Regular Army mounted units into a Cavalry 

Reserve.  Accordingly the regulars in this Reserve “captured the first Confederate flag taken in 

combat, and they made a magnificent but disastrous charge into Southern infantry at Gaines Mill, 

saving V Corps from destruction.” Note 2. 

 McClellan did institute organizational reforms.  He started out by giving the mission to 

Alfred Pleasonton (See the related article in Notable Dates and Names) to reorganize the cavalry 

into five brigades under Pleasonton’s control.  Soon his patrols were out probing for enemy for 

enemy information in an ever widening arc. 

 It was the appointment of Joseph Hooker to command the Army of the Potomac 

succeeding Burnside, who consolidated the cavalry into a single corps under the command of 

Major General George Stoneman.  Then it was the cavalry leaders such as Stoneman, John 

Buford and David McMurtrie, who were given the opportunity to lead large groups of 

cavalrymen. 

 It was during this time that General Hooker’s leadership and personal interest brought all 

the Army cavalry together in the creation of the First Cavalry Division.  Volunteer regiments 

were placed in three brigades with one brigade designated The Reserve Brigade (Rodenbough) 

or Regular Brigade (Wittenberg) with the regulars of the 1
st
, 2d, 5

th
 and 6

th
 U.S. Cavalry 

Regiments making up its forces.  These were the majority of the Regular Army cavalry units 

serving in the east.  Later the 6
th

 Pennsylvania, a volunteer regiment once titled The Regiment of 

Lancers, joined with the Regulars.  This Reserve Brigade was put under the command of John 

Buford, a wonderful cavalry leader. Note 2. 

 As an example of the scattering of Union cavalry, a quick look at the companion article 

on notable dates in Regimental Virginia Service gives the reader a clearer view of just how small 

the Regimental detachments/Squadrons were in fighting up until Stoneman’s Raid 13 April to 10 

May 1863. That raid was primarily focused in Spotsylvania County, VA with the intent of 

severing Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia supply line. 

 But Stoneman’s Raid is charitably still a defeat for the Union cavalry. As Historian Eric 

J. Wittenberg pointed out in his preface  “[T]he men learned to fight as cohesive units, and they 

learned to operate in masses. They mastered new tactics and evolved into dragoons, men who 

could fight equally adroitly mounted or dismounted…and they fought. At Kelly’s Ford…and the 

great battle of Brandy Station, they fought their gray clad counterparts’ saber-to saber and 

stirrup-to-stirrup. For the first time in American history, horse soldiers fought in large, massed 

formations, adding punch to the Army of the Potomac’s infantry. (Wittenberg, xiv). 

 Yet even given that, the Regiment, as part of a larger force, came of age just a month 

later with the success at Beverly Ford 9 June 1863.  If there was ever a date that should also live  
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in Regimental history, it is that date for Beverly Ford. (Note 3). 

 Merritt summarized the result of the joining of the Cavalry: 

 “From the day of its reorganization under Hooker, the cavalry of the Army of the 

Potomac commenced a new life…in its new form and numbers it avoided no enemy of any arm 

of the service; for, it was always sufficiently strong and confident of its powers to make a 

stubborn fight and dignified retreat in the face of even an army.” (Rodenbough, 285). 

 Note 1:  Company M was being organized during the November 1862-March 1863 by 

Captain Charles W. Canfield (later killed in action at Beverly Ford, Virginia 9 June 1863), and C 

Company would be with the Regiment in May 1863 just in time for the battle of Beverly Ford.  

By the time of Beverly Ford the Regiment consisted of twelve cavalry companies with average 

paper strength of seventy men each. 

 Note 2: The Union Cavalry Comes of Age: Hartwood Church to Brandy Station, 1863, 

Eric J. Wittenberg, “Brassey”, Washington DC, 4. 

 Note 3:  John Buford deserves special historical treatment both before and after the Battle 

of Gettysburg.  Bill Heidner is writing an article for the pre-Gettysburg edition in 

August/September so we can feature this remarkable man.  It was General Hooker who insisted 

that Buford have command of the Reserve Brigade, and protected him from his critics.  It didn’t 

take long until Buford was promoted to Brigadier General and given command of the right wing 

of the Army of Potomac Cavalry Corps during the battle of Brandy Station and the 1
st
 Cavalry 

Division.  The 1
st
 Cavalry Division consisted of the First Brigade with five volunteer regiments, 

Second Brigade with two volunteer regiments, the Reserve Brigade, now commanded by Major 

Charles J. Whiting with the 1
st
, 2

nd
, 5

th
 and 6

th
 US Cavalry and 6

th
 Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

 The 6
th

 Pennsylvania Cavalry in itself was an interesting unit.  Organized by an 1846 

West Point graduate and Philadelphia “blue blood,” Richard Henry Rush, they eventually were 

called “Rush’s Lancers” after General McClellan asked they be armed with nine foot long 

wooden lances.  Wittenberg points out that from their joining the Army of the Potomac until 

illness kept Rush himself from the battlefield that they “served with distinction, bestowing great 

credit on their commander. (Wittenberg, p. 137). 

 They also were reinforced with the U.S Horse Artillery plus four batteries from three 

different Artillery Regiments.  There was also a select brigade of Union infantry totally 1,500 

officers and men.  These five regiments, of varying sizes, were handpicked to be part of a Select 

Brigade of Infantry, part of the 1
st
 Cavalry Division. 

 Note 4: Rodenbough and the appendix refer to the battle that took place on 9 June 1863 

as the battle of Beverly Ford.  Actually the whole fight should be referred to as the battle of 

Brandy Station.  For more detail, Wittenberg’s book Union Cavalry Comes of Age is an 

excellent source.  I will probably write the following more than once, but the battle of Brandy 

Station, taking place on 9 June 1863, should be viewed as the first battle in the Gettysburg 

Campaign.  I will address this further in this series on the Civil War for The Thoroughbred. 

 

Editor 
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REUNION ANNOUNCEMENT 

SECOND CAVALRY ASSOCIATION REUNION 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

October 3-6, 2013 
 The 2013 Second Cavalry Association Reunion will be held in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

from October 3-6, 2013. Please join us as we assemble troopers of the Regiment, past and 

present, to celebrate our heritage and renew the bonds that make us strong. 

 This year’s Reunion will be held at the Eisenhower Hotel and Conference Center 

(www.eisenhower.com) located at 2634 Emmitsburg Road, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 17325. 

Please contact the Hotel directly for reservations. To make reservations at the special conference 

rate of $99 per night, please call 717-334-8121 or toll-free at 800-776-8349 and just let them 

know that you want to make a reservation for the 2nd Cavalry Association Reunion. 

 We have built the agenda to maximize our time together and to take advantage of the 

many activities available in the Mason/Dixon region commemorating the 150
th

 Anniversary of 

the Battle of Gettysburg. 

Thursday: Golf at the Links at Gettysburg. This is a 0730 start, so golfers will have to be 

in Gettysburg on Wednesday.  Registration and Reception at the Eisenhower from 1700-

2100 hours.  

Friday: Breakfast at the Hotel. We have arranged an all-day bus tour of the Antietam 

National Battlefield with lunch at the beautiful Bavarian Inn. 

Saturday: Breakfast at the Hotel. The General Membership Meeting will be held over 

breakfast. We have arranged an all-day bus tour of the Gettysburg National Battlefield 

with lunch at the historic Dobbin House. Saturday night is the Association’s banquet. 

Sunday: Breakfast at the Hotel.  

There are many activities available in the area. Hershey Park (www.hersheypark.com) is within 

an hour’s drive; the Catoctin Apple Festival is a short drive from the Hotel. For the adventurous, 

there are ghost tours in Gettysburg.  

 You can make payment online when completing your registration. You may also submit 

your registration via mail. Checks should be made payable to 2
nd

 Cav Association. Send this 

completed form and check to: Tim White, 25 Steeple Court, Reinholds, PA  17569 

Full refunds are available until September 1, 2013. After that date, we will be unable to make 

refunds for cancellations or no-shows. 

 

Confirmation: for email users, an email will be sent confirming your registration. 

Unfortunately, we do not have the ability to mail hard copy confirmations. 

 

Questions about the Reunion can be directed to Tim White at twhite@guidonleader.com. 

http://www.eisenhower.com/
mailto:twhite@guidonleader.com
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REGISTRATION FORM 

SECOND CAVALRY ASSOCIATION REUNION 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

October 3-6, 2013 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________ 

Daytime Phone: ______________________    Cell Phone: ______________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

Regimental Service: 

Unit      Dates 

_______________________________________     ___________________________________ 

_______________________________________     ___________________________________ 

_______________________________________     ___________________________________ 

Participation:  

In addition to my name above, please include the following in my registration. Feel free to include the names of 

others on a separate sheet. 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

These costs are listed per person. The Conference Package includes the opening reception on Thursday evening, 

breakfasts on Friday, Saturday and Sunday and the banquet Saturday evening.  

 Early Registration 

(through June 30, 2013) 

Regular Registration 

(after June 30, 2013) 

 Cost Couple How Many? Cost Couple How Many? 

Conference Package $125 $230  $140 $280  

Banquet 

Only 

$50  

 

 $60   

Golf $80 $160  $90 $180  

Antietam Tour $85 $170  $95 $190  

Gettysburg Tour $75 $150  $85 $170  

Total Fees       

There will be an additional fee of $25 for registrations done at the door. 

 

Registration can be accomplished online at 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=i6tau7bab&oeidk=a07e6wsh89g2225b480. 

 

 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=i6tau7bab&oeidk=a07e6wsh89g2225b480


Volume IV, Issue 13           Page 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Board of Governor Minutes 

19 February 2013 

Telephonic Conference 
 
Members of the Board Present 
GEN John Tilelli, USA, Retired, Chairman 
Bill Bewley, President 
Chris Golden, Executive Director 
COL Tom Molino, USA, Retired 67th Colonel    
Bill Barry, Member   
Tom Stewart, Member   
Bill Heidner, Member 
John Hillen, Member 
Jim Van Patten, Member 
Other Invitees Participating 
COL John Eberle, USA, Retired 66

th
 Colonel 

COL D.A. Sims, 77
th
 Colonel of the Regiment  

RCSM Malcolm D. Parrish, 76
th
 RCSM 

Ned Devereaux, Recorder 
Invited but Not Participating 
Frank Hurd, Treasurer 
Mike Davis, Vice President for Membership 
Vic Martinez, Board Member 
John Walker, European Representative  
Tim White, Reunion Chair 
 
Meeting was opened at 1200 hours 19 February 2013.  A quorum was established. 
 
Chairman Comments:  The chairman commented on updates he had received from both Bill Bewley and 
Colonel (Ret) John Eberle on their trip to Vilseck in January.  Compliments were made to the 77

th
 Colonel 

D.A. Sims and RCSM Malcolm Parrish on the good things being done with the Regiment.  The Chairman 
reminded the Board of Governors of the purpose of our Association:  “We are oriented to the care of our 
Troopers.” 
Regimental Commander: Colonel Sims reported on the preparation for re-deployment to Afghanistan 
later this year.  The in-country mission will be to assist in enhancing the Afghan National Forces with the 
use of training teams of various small unit sizes.  He emphasized that the rear detachment in Vilseck, 
“The Dragoon Ready Reserve”, will be led by strong Commanders and 1SGs with mission focus being on 
training and maintaining high standard.  Our Regiment is currently scheduled to be the last brigade size 
force deployed to Afghanistan.  Being the last unit in presents unique challenges that are being prepared 
for in pre-deployment training.   
 Colonel Sims also reported that he had set a goal of assisting the Association with establishing a 
Vilseck Chapter.  He hopes to see significant progress toward this goal prior to the Regiment’s 177th 
Birthday on 23 May 2013. He also discussed with us the possible need for financial assistance to help the 
mother and grandmother of a 3/2 Trooper’s spouse who was very ill and not expected to live.  (Follow up 
on this mission was completed following the board meeting with direct coordination by Squadron 
leadership.) 
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RCSM: The new RCSM will be Wilbert E. Engram Jr, currently the 189

th
 Infantry Brigade CSM at Fort 

Lewis.  He will assume duties following a Change of Responsibilities ceremony on 1 May 2013 in Vilseck.    

 President’s Update: 
Bill Bewley began by thanking Association’s European Representative John Walker (D/2) for his 
hospitality and use of his Chalet in Switzerland.  He discussed the three days spent in Vilseck for the five 
Squadron Commander Changes of Command (22 Jan 13) and the installation of the Honorary Colonel of 
the Regiment, John Eberle.  Bill made special mention of the hard work being done by Jim Van Patten for 
his chapter development and Museum support.  Among the items mentioned was his view that the 
Association was more than healthy; that the multi-purpose Reed Museum and Regimental Historical 
Center had made major improvements since 2011 reflecting on the hard work of Ryan Meyer.  Bill made 
a special mention of Herr Franz Dorfner, of Dorfner Bier in Hirschau, for the development of a “Dragoon 
Bier” to honor the Regiment.  The hope is that a relationship with Herr Dorfner will lead to Association 
beer sales in Vilseck as a money making project.   
 Other topics mentioned or discussed including the need for an Association volunteer for the 
Vilseck Chapter, and Membership.  We need to find retirees to help with Chapter establishment.   
 Executive Director Update: 
Chris Golden also thanked the Regimental Command team for their hospitality during his visit for the 
Change of Command.  Chris then addressed three topics: 
 Membership:  Kudos to the Regimental Support Squadron (LTC Bradford/CSM Perry) with over 
forty new members including the two leaders, and to the RSS C Troop for twenty five new members. 
 Gettysburg Reunion:  A website has been set up to electronically contact 1200 members with 
email notifications.  Additionally 230 names have been identified to receive paper notices with Chris 
paying for the postage personally.  Ned Devereaux, Thoroughbred Editor was directed to coordinate 
with Chris so these notices would be mailed with Thoroughbred editions to avoid duplication.   

Command History:  There is a requirement for help writing an update for the active Regiment's 
history during the 76th Colonel’s command tour.  This remains an open requirement.   
  

Treasurer Update for 2012: 

 

In a follow up email Treasurer Frank Hurd reported 2012 end of year figures as: Income: 

$14,910; Expenses: $ 18,976 resulting in a negative $4,065.  Ending Operational Balance: 

$36,009.53; Reserve Account: $33,507.51 Totaling: $69,517.51.  See Fund Raising Comments. 
 
Committee Updates: 
 
 2013 Reunion:  
 
Tim White was away on business and unable to attend the board meeting.  Bill Bewley made special 
mention on how well Tim had stepped up for this reunion.  He has been asked and accepted the mission 
of setting up the 2015 reunion as well. 
 
Given the Regiment’s deployment to Afghanistan, it will be difficult to be physically present at the 
Reunion.  Other means such as Skype is being considered so attendees can see and hear from 
Regimental leadership during the reunion. 
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Preparations continue with electronic notification and an easy to access website for registration and use 
of PayPal to pre-pay registration costs. (Note: This was later tested and found easy by a computer novice 
Association member.) 
 
Ned Devereaux reported that retired CSM Ken Smith (Co M, and HHT 3/2 1SG) had arranged to have a 
reunion notification published by the VFW Magazine.  Ned is working on American Legion (how to 
access has been accomplished), DAV, Purple Heart and Vietnam Veterans of American magazines to 
include an announcement.  The Announcement wording is as follows:   
 
2d Cavalry Association (2d ACR, 2d SCR, 2d Cavalry Regiment), all periods, all ranks 2013 Reunion will be 
held in Gettysburg, PA from Oct. 3-October 6, 2013. For information, contact Tim White at 
twhite@guidonleader.com or 717.475.6406, 25 Steeple Court, Reinholds, PA 17569. 
 
 Thoroughbred:  Work continues on the April edition (and concurrently the July/August and 
December, Post-Reunion edition).  Bill Heidner volunteered to write an article on 2d Dragoon/2d Cavalry 
hero John Buford’s “on the ground leadership” at Gettysburg for the July/August edition.  That edition 
will focus on the Regiment’s role at Gettysburg. 
 

Sutler Store Update:  Bill Heidner reported the stock of goods available is at 100%. Financially is 
in good shape but with inflation creeping up he will be looking prices and costs of goods. 

 
Scholarship Update:  Discussion focused on the amount of scholarship money to be given out 

this year.  Consensus:  $2500. 
 
Honorary Colonel:  HCOL John Eberle stated how honored he was to be selected to this position and 
thanked the Vilseck leadership team for its hospitality. (Note: A profile of the 66th Colonel will be in the 
April 2013 Thoroughbred.  It is a collaborative effort of the 66th and the Editor.) 
 
Open Discussion:   Open discussion focused on fund raiser activities. We are basically dependent on 
dues and donations for operational costs.  Among the possible future expenses may be the Memorial in 
Vilseck, both for maintenance, and should the Regiment return to the US, the costs involved in moving 
the Memorial. 
 
As part of the discussion, Ned Devereaux addressed a possible dedicated endowment fund raising idea. 
Named the 1836 Endowment Fund it would require a minimum donation of $1836.00 to be a charter 
member either individual, unit or other small group.  Ned explained further some of the concepts of the 
operation, and volunteered to write the first check.  Bill Bewley volunteered to write the 2d and General 
Tilelli volunteered to write the 3d check once the fund is set up.  This is a work in progress with such 
considerations as dedicating the funds raised to specific needs from the interest/dividends earned; 
meeting Internal Revenue Service strict criteria for non-profits and a host of other considerations. 
 
 Next Meeting: As announced by the President of the Association. 
 
With no other business identified for discussion, the meeting was closed at 12:52 Eastern Standard Time. 
 
Ned Devereaux, Recorder  
   

mailto:twhite@guidonleader.com
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REGIMENTAL CHANGE OF COMMAND 

 

 In a change of command ceremony held in Vilseck, Germany on 8 January 2013, Colonel 

Keith A. Barclay, 76
th

 Colonel relinquished command of the oldest continuously serving Cavalry 

Regiment in the United States Army to the 77
th

 Colonel, COL D.A. Sims.  We thank COL 

Barclay for his service as the 76
th

 Colonel of our Regiment and wish him and his family a fond 

farewell and great success in assignments to come. “Dragoon for Life” sir! 

 COL Sims, welcome aboard, sir, from all 2D Cavalry Association members!  We look 

forward to serving our Regiment under your leadership as the 77
th

 Colonel.   A “true Dragoon,” 

Colonel DA Sims was commissioned an Infantry Officer in 1991 following his graduation from 

the United States Military Academy at West Point.  He holds a Bachelor of Science from the 

Military Academy and a Master of Arts degree from Webster University in Webster Grove, 

Missouri.  Colonel Sims rejoins the Regiment following his assignment as a Senior Service 

College Fellow to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge, MA. 

 Colonel Sims’ first assignment following graduation was with the 101
st
 Airborne 

Division (Airmobile) and was followed by an assignment as a rifle and scout platoon leader in 

the 3d Battalion, 505
th

 Parachute Infantry Regiment at Fort Bragg, NC and as a Ranger platoon 

leader in the 2d Battalion, 75
th

 Ranger Regiment, Fort Lewis, WA.  As a Captain, he commanded 

companies in the 501
st
 Parachute Infantry, Fort Richardson, AK, and the 3d Infantry Regiment 

(The Old Guard), Fort Myer, VA.  Following his promotion to Major, he served as the battalion 

executive officer for 1
st
 Battalion, 5

th
 Infantry Regiment, and as the brigade operations officer for 

1
st
 Brigade, 25

th
 Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, WA and Mosul, Iraq. 

 Following his assignment to the 1
st
 Brigade, he served at Headquarters, United States 

Special Operations Command, in Tampa, FL.  In July 2008, Colonel Sims began his career with 

the 2d Cavalry Regiment becoming the Regiment’s deputy commander during combat operations 

in Diyala Province, Iraq.  Following redeployment, then LTC Sims took command of 1
st
 

Squadron in January 2009, and led the Squadron during preparation for and deployment to 

combat operations in southern Afghanistan, and finally relinquished command on 27 July 2011. 

 Colonel Sims is a graduate of the US Army Command and General Staff College at Fort 

Leavenworth, KS. His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal, Defense 

Meritorious Service Medal, Army Meritorious Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Army 

Achievement Medal, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Ranger Tab, Master Parachutist Badge, and 

Pathfinder Badge. 

 A native of Texas, Colonel Sims’ family includes his wife Fay and one daughter, 

Madeleine.  We welcome Colonel Sims and his family back to his Regimental family, the 2d 

Cavalry Regiment. 

 Editor Note: We called Colonel Sims a “true Dragoon’ because traditionally a dragoon 

was mounted infantry who were also trained in horse riding plus infantry fighting skills.  While 

we have traded our horses for Stryker’s and other wheeled vehicles, the Regiment is expected to 

fight as both cavalry and infantry.  With his extensive command and combat experience in Iraq 

and Afghanistan with an infantry brigade, and twice with the Regiment, he is uniquely qualified 

to assume command of our Regiment. 
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Colonel John C. Eberle (Ret), 66

th
 Colonel of the Regiment and newly appointed Honorary 

Colonel of the Regiment and Colonel D.A. Sims, 77
th

 Colonel of the Regiment. 

 

THE REGIMENT RECEIVES A NEW HONORARY COLONEL 
 Colonel John C. Eberle, US Army Retired has been appointed as Honorary Colonel of the 

2d Cavalry Regiment effective with the Regimental Change of Command, January 2013. To 

paraphrase Army Regulation AR 600-82:  “The HCOR is a distinguished retired commissioned 

officer in the rank of colonel or above, with former service in the regiment.  The primary mission 

of the HCOR is to perpetuate the history and traditions of the regiment, thereby enhancing unit 

morale and esprit.  The duties of the HCOR are ceremonial and do not conflict with the chain of 

command”. 

 Commissioned from the United States Military Academy in the Class of 1966, his first 

assignment was to Vietnam where he served as a platoon leader and troop executive officer in G 

Troop, 2nd Squadron, 11
th

 Armored Cavalry Regiment (Blackhorse), and subsequently, as Aide 

to the Commanding General of the US 9
th

 Infantry Division in the Mekong Delta area.  

Following the Armor Officer Advanced Course, he served as a Troop Commander in the 3d 

ACR followed by a return to Vietnam to the Blackhorse Regiment where he served as the C 

Troop Commander. Returning from Vietnam then Captain Eberle attended and completed 

graduate school in 1973 in preparation for an assignment at West Point as an instructor from 

1974-1977.  He completed the Command and General Staff College before heading to Amberg 

where he served as Squadron Executive Officer of 3
rd

 Squadron 2d ACR (1978-1981). 

 Following an assignment with the US Army Military Personnel Center, he returned to the 

2d ACR where he served as Commander, Command and Control Squadron and later as 

Regimental Executive Officer. He was then selected to command 2d Squadron 3
rd

 ACR at Fort 

Bliss (1987-89).  After attendance at the Army War College, 
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Colonel (R) Eberle returned to Germany as the Army Commander, Warrior Preparation Center in  

1990-1991, providing computer simulation training support for joint and combined NATO, 

ECUCOM, USAREUR, and USAFE exercises.  He then took command of the 2d ACR as the 

66
th

 Colonel of the Regiment from July 1991-July 1992. During that time the Regiment 

celebrated the victorious return from Desert Storm; continued to train and maintain until orders 

were received to drawdown in Europe.  A brigade at Fort Lewis was designated as the 2d Cav, 

with the face-to-face transfer of the colors from the 66
th

 to the 67
th

 Col, without breaking the 

continuous active duty of the Regiment since its inception in 1836.   Before retiring from active 

duty in 1994 he served as the first leader of the Battle Command Battle Laboratory at Fort 

Leavenworth developing and experimenting with new Army concepts. 

 Among his awards are two Silver Stars, a Bronze Star for Valor, three Legions of Merit, 

three Bronze Stars for Merit (a combat award), and two Army Commendation Medals.  Another 

medal Eberle earned as a result of action in Viet Nam, one difficult to earn, is the Soldier’s 

Medal for personal heroism in saving the life of another soldier. 

 Long a member of the 2d Cavalry Association and the Regimental Honorary Rolls, we 

welcome Colonel John C. Eberle into this prestigious position as Honorary Colonel of the 

Regiment. 

2d Cavalry Association Scholarship Program 

$2,500 for 2013 
 

The Association maintains a trust for the purpose of fostering the advanced education of 
our community’s children. 
 Purpose: Provide funds for associate and bachelors degree studies. 
 
Eligibility: Any member of the 2d Cavalry Association, all active duty soldiers in the 2d 
Cavalry Regiment, their family members; children, or grandchildren of 2d Cavalry 
Association members are eligible to complete for this scholarship as well. Applicants 
must have been accepted to attend or are currently enrolled in an appropriate school 
(Sophomore, Junior or Senior year of Study). 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 

 Applications must be submitted to: dragoon67@verizon.net not later than 31 May 2013  

The cover email must include the applicant's name, address, telephone number, and how he or she meets 
the eligibility requirements. The applicant must also submit an essay selected from one of the topics below. 
This must be formatted as a MSWORD document with one inch margins and double spaced using 
Garamond 12 point font, not exceeding three (3) 8.5 x 11 pages and sent as an attachment to the 
application email. The essay should have no identifying marks such as names so that it may be judged by a 
blind panel. Applicants must choose one (1) of the following topics: 
* The United States military is the most respected institution in the United States. Why is that? 
* What is the "Profession of Arms"? Why is it important to our society? 
 
EVALUATION AND AWARD:  
The winner(s) will be announced on or before 1 July 2012. The scholarship funds will be 

deposited with the appropriate institution prior to the start of the 2012- 2013 academic year. 

mailto:dragoon67@verizon.net
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NAMES IN THE NEWS 

 

Military Officers Association of America 

General John H. Tilelli, Jr., USA (Ret) 

Chairman of the Board 
 

      
 
 

General Tilelli (63RD Colonel of the Regiment) graduated from Pennsylvania Military 
College, now Widener University, with a degree in economics and was commissioned 
as an Armor Officer. He earned a master's degree in administration from Lehigh 
University and graduated from the Army War College. He was awarded honorary 
doctoral degrees by Widener University and the University of Maryland. He served two 
combat tours in Vietnam, commanded the 1st Cavalry Division during Operations 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm, and served four times in Germany. He served as the 
Vice Chief of Staff of the Army, and concluded his active duty career as Commander in 
Chief of the United Nations Command, Republic of Korea / U.S. Combined Forces / 
U.S. Forces Korea. He was then appointed as President and CEO of the USO 
Worldwide Operations and currently is Chairman and CEO of Cypress International, Inc. 
He lives in Arlington, VA. 
 

We note the pending departure from the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Jane Holl 

Lute who announced she would be leaving the number two position this May.  Appointed and 

confirmed by the Senate in April 2009, she has, among other myriad responsibilities, focused on 

cyber security.  Her husband, LTG (Retired) Douglas E. Lute, the 70
th

 Colonel of the Regiment, 

continues working in the White House as a special assistant and senior coordinator for 

Afghanistan and Pakistan.   
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