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A MESSAGE FROM THE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 
Welcome to the second edition of The Thoroughbred for this year. The Regimental Association serves a 
variety of purposes, the least of which involves just a few of our members. I thought I would remind 
members and potential members of our purpose, and to encourage you to participate at a level you are 
comfortable doing. There are at least three solid reasons why we have an Association, and have 
members giving of their free time for the benefit of all. Consider these three points. 
We support the Active Regiment 
There are actions we can take that support the active Regiment ranging from simple to the complex. 
As the summer draws to a close, children return to school and we anticipate the change of season the 
time draws near when the Regiment will return to Vilseck. Based on reports from the field the pace of 
operations remains high, the Regiment continues to be very much in a fight and our troops continue to 
perform magnificently. Right now we are committed to helping create a monument to the dead from two 
rotations in Iraq. This monument will be in the midst of some 50 trees representing our fifty states in a 
new park area of Vilseck. The Association will be in Vilseck as preparations for the Regiments 
homecoming are moving along well. 
On November 25th of this year, at approximately 1 PM the official homecoming ceremony for the 2d 
Stryker Cavalry Regiment will be held at Rose Barracks, Vilseck, Germany. Your association has 
established the Angerer Hotel in downtown Vilseck as our headquarters. We welcome you all to join us. If 
you would like more information please go to Dragoons Site or contact Chris Golden. No one will ask you 
if you have your Association membership card. 
Our efforts to support our wounded soldiers here in U.S. hospitals and rehabilitation centers continues 
and the project to return these soldiers to Vilseck for the homecoming ceremony is underway and 
directed by the Regimental Surgeon. Contact Sam Palmer for more information or to volunteer to help. 
We provide additional resources 
The Association, as a non-profit, can have a store that Association members and the Regiment can 
access. Under the watchful eye of Bill Heidner, the on line store is now fully functional. Now known as 
The Spur of the Moment it currently carries some 60 plus items of Cavalry and Regimental memorabilia. 
As an Association we will continue to develop products that reflect the uniqueness of the longest serving 
Regiment in today's Army. 
We provide a means to maintain contact with old friends 
Any veterans association exists because of the people who served...and regardless of rank, position, or 
social status...they are still people who spent time with the Regiment. 
It takes more than one or two members to do the tasks we have set out to do. I appreciate all those who 
are serving our Regimental Association; I hope you do as well. 
 
 

Tom Molino 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qDoJCOccGp9jlGOC-dEVa_2Bm2pJaPghTWVV-VVfumZsuaguc_nkyQANtagYW9KGK33PkQBa7RPRSs64wyZSexeCL-bFWFLkKrELTTf90aA=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qDoJCOccGp9jlGOC-dEVa_2Bm2pJaPghTWVV-VVfumZsuaguc_nkyQANtagYW9KGK33PkQBa7RPRSs64wyZSexeCL-bFWFLkKrELTTf90aA=
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THE REGIMENTAL COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR 
VICTOR MARTINEZ AKA"DRAGOON SEVEN"  

Editor Note:  It was the caption included with this photograph that caught my eye. "Have you ever seen a 
happier CSM on patrol?" Well, I have personally known many CSM's but darned few of them from the 
field artillery, serving in a Cavalry Regiment as an infantry Soldier!  But our Regimental Command 
Sergeant Major, Victor Martinez has done exactly that.  It was my pleasure to call the RCSM from 
Portland Oregon one day toward the end of July; it was late in Iraq and the RCSM held off going to bed to 
talk with The Thoroughbred.  As Bill Bewley pointed out "...Victor ..has been the catalyst for our 
Association's revived activity with the Regiment..." and indeed he has.   
There is another purpose as well.  Within the history of the Regiment since the position of Regimental 
Command Sergeant Major was created, Victor Martinez is the first Hispanic to be appointed to that 
position.  It is ironic that this month is Hispanic Heritage Recognition month.  So we honor the RCSM for 
his heritage, as well as his service as a Soldier over the past twenty-five years.  This is the first profile of a 
Regimental Sergeant Major for The Thoroughbred but it won't be the last. 
From his biography posted on the Regimental webpage we know that Victor Martinez entered the Army to 
be an artilleryman in September 1983 and is a native of Los Angles.  Following his initial entry training, 
Victor served in a variety of leadership assignments in Field Artillery from Howitzer Section Chief to 
Command Sergeant Major in such places as Fort Sill, Fort Carson, Fort Lewis, as well as Schofield 
Barracks Hawaii and in Idar-Oberstein Germany.  The RCSM did his first combat tour in Iraq with Task 
Force Automatic (2d Battalion 8th Field Artillery) in Northern Iraq. 
While the RCSM was at Fort Lewis with the 2-8 FA following Iraq he was selected to be the Brigade CSM 
for the 1st Brigade 25th Infantry Division (Stryker) in November 2005.  He became the RCSM of the 2nd 
Stryker Cavalry Regiment when the "Lancer Brigade" was re-flagged on a stormy rain driven day at Fort 
Lewis in June 2006. Subsequently the Regiment has moved to Germany and now is deployed in Iraq. 
The RCSM came to the Regiment having completed several military schools.  He is a graduate of the 
complete Noncommissioned Officers Educational System (NCOES) including the US Army Sergeants 
Major Academy (USASMA) Class 28. In addition to NCOES the RCSM has also graduated from the 
Master Fitness Training Course, Air Assault School (Schofield Barracks Hawaii), Battle Staff Course and 
the First Sergeant Course. He further rounded out his technical, tactical and leadership skills with 
assignments as a Drill Sergeant, Master Gunner, Battalion Operations Sergeant and he served as the 
Fire Support Element Sergeant Major in Headquarter I Corps before being selected and promoted to 
Command Sergeant Major.    
The RCSM is married and he and his wife Leona have five children.  Michelle, 25, Sophia, 22, Daniel 21, 
Bryce, 11, and Olivia 5.  The family currently resides near Fort Lewis while the Regiment is deployed 
overseas. 
The RCSM has received several awards, decorations. and honors (Honorable Order of Saint Barbara) for 
his service; you can see the list on the Regimental website. However, from a Noncommissioned Officer's 
leadership role, his being a member of both the prestigious Sergeant Morales Club and the Sergeant 
Audie Murphy Club clearly shows the superior leadership, care of soldiers and mission focus over self 
which have placed the RCSM at the forefront of the Noncommissioned Officer Corps. 
With this as background, we asked the RCSM some questions: 
An Artillery Master Gunner may be new to some of our readers.  Just what did that all include? Every 
artillery battalion has a master gunner to plan, coordinate, and conduct the howitzer certifications and 
gunners testing. He writes exams, maintains and tracks safety certifications and advises the Commander 
and CSM on all artillery training and exercises. When I held that position it was a necessary position but 
not one authorized by MTOE. That has since changed and now every battalion is authorized a 13B40 to 
fill that slot. 
What would you like tell us about Task Force Automatic? TF Automatic conducted operations just  
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south of Mosul, Iraq out of FOB Q-West. We had the anti-tank company and an engineer company 
attached to the battalion. The TF had the largest Area of Operations in the Brigade and artillerymen 
conducted nonstandard missions. The Redlegs of 2-8 FA executed an infantry mission superbly and 
contributed greatly to the security, economy, and governance in the Nineveh Province.  
You have completed all levels of NCOES.  What advice do you have for younger soldiers who find 
themselves denied the opportunity for further Army schooling because of so many deployments?  At 
times Soldiers cannot do much about the number and length of deployments. We are at war and leaders 
know that. However, Soldiers can take advantage of other opportunities such as on-line courses, 
correspondence, and competing in Soldier recognition programs such as the Sergeant Morales and 
Sergeant Audie Murphy Clubs. 
When the Regiment was in Haiti in the 1990's many young soldiers could not attend NCOES because of 
the deployments.  How do you see the Regiment fixing this problem when you return to Vilseck?  
When the Regiment redeploys, immediately following block leave, the priority is to send our NCOs to their 
NCOES courses and other professional development schools. Currently we have nearly 1,800 NCOs who 
need to attend the Warrior Leader course, BNCOC, and ANCOC. We are currently coordinating and 
prioritizing slots with the NCO Academy and HRC [Human Resources Command]. 
You have an Associates Degree (AA) from Pierce College;  What was your field of study?  I am working 
towards my BA in Business Management.  
How important is it in your opinion for younger soldiers to attain an AA. I think it is very important and I 
encourage Soldiers to do it early in their career. It gets tougher with the additional responsibility as you go 
up the ranks.  And the fact that a soldier is continuing his or her civilian education means they  
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have set some personal goals for themselves that will help them and help the Army in future years. 
You only had twenty-two years in the Army when you were selected as a Brigade level CSM.  Have you 
always excelled at being promoted to positions of greater responsibility?  What advice do you have for 
younger NCO's who want to follow in your footsteps? You know the old Army adage, "Take care of your 
troops and they will take care of you! Make them successful and they in turn will make you successful!"  I 
am here to say it works.  I felt humbled to take the Regiment as its CSM and I feel humbled even today.  I 
work with a lot of professionals of all ranks. 
What do you attribute to your rapid success in the Army? Goals are the secret to success and coming up 
with achievable goals and a solid plan to attaining them is key. I’ve also been truly blessed by having 
great leaders to teach coach and mentor me along the way. 
You are completing three years as the Lancer/Dragoon Seven.  What is next? Not sure, we’ll see what 
the Army has in store. 
Do you see yourself as a role model for other Hispanic Noncommissioned Officers?  
Being a role model is not subjective, it is in the minds of others. I would initially answer “No” and that I see 
myself as a Noncommissioned Officer who does his job and tries to set an example for all Soldiers 
regardless of their ethnicity. However, there are many Hispanic Soldiers who are very proud of the fact 
that I too am Hispanic and that I am the Regimental Command Sergeant Major. Being a first generation 
Mexican-American and serving in the Armed Forces is something I am very proud of. My father also told 
me to be proud of our roots and to never forget where we came from. I wish he could see me now. He 
passed in 1989.  
I could not help but agree; your dad would have been terribly proud of you. On behalf of the Association, 
thank you RSCM; we too look forward to seeing what the Army has you doing next.  You're welcome. 
Always Ready! 
 

               



Volume IV, Issue 2              Page 5 
PAST REGIMENTAL LEADERS: WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

BG BRADLEY MAY, 72ND COLONEL  
FORT JACKSON, S.C. — The new commander of the Army’s largest training base says 
the experience he gleaned during fierce combat in Iraq will help inspire the civilians 
volunteering to join the service while the nation is still at war.  “These civilian volunteers, 
they are volunteering at a time when they know more than likely they are going into 
combat. That elicits all kinds of emotions,” said Brig. Gen. Bradley May, speaking with 
reporters after accepting command of this sprawling training installation. 
“I will take what I learned in combat and ... apply that here at the installation and help 
mentor those who are about to go into combat,” the one-star general predicted. “We are 
a nation at war and our responsibility here is to take those young civilian volunteers and 
transform them into warriors,” May said.  
May said the decoration he received — a Bronze Star with a “V” device for valor — 
stemmed from fighting during the summer of 2004 in Iraq, when his 2nd Armored 
Cavalry Regiment was ordered to halt its movement to leave Iraq, and instead regroup 
and turn to attack the forces of anti-U.S. cleric Muqtada al-Sadr near the Shiite holy city 
of Najaf. “Frankly, we got into some fierce fighting. We fought for about six weeks over 
the summer of 2004 to quell the militia uprising,” May said when asked to describe the 
reason behind the decoration, one of the service’s highest. “My awarding of the Bronze 
Star is as much about the soldiers I was surrounded by, than anything I ever did.” 
 This information was taken from: "Jackson commander cites combat experience" By 
Susanne M. Schafer - The Associated Press Posted : Thursday Jul 24, 2008  
CSM JOHN W. TROXELL, FORMER RCSM 
The summer of 2008 the newly appointed Fort Knox and Armor Center Command 
Sergeant Major is John W. Troxell.  He entered the Army in September 1982 as an 
armored reconnaissance specialist and graduated OSUT at Fort Knox, Ky. CSM Troxell 
was previously the Brigade Command Sergeant Major of the 4th Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division in Fort Lewis, Washington.  During one of his many 
assignments, CSM Troxell served as the Regimental Command Sergeant Major of the 
2nd Cavalry Regiment in both Fort Polk, Louisiana and Fort Lewis, Washington  
BG (P) TERRY A. WOLFF, 71ST COLONEL 
BG Terry A Wolff, 71st Colonel is now working for LTG Douglas E. Lute, 70th Colonel, 
and the Deputy National Security Advisor for Iraq and Afghanistan. Wolff’s title is 
Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Iraq and Afghanistan. He was 
recently nominated for promotion to Major General. 
GEN WALTER L. SHARP, 68TH COLONEL 
On June 3, 2008 Walter L. "Skip" Sharp, assumed command as the Commander, US 
Forces Korea.  He previously served as the Director of the Joint Chiefs of Staff from 
2005 to June 2008.  During one period, both LTG Sharp (68th Colonel) and LTG Lute 
(70th Colonel) were key members of the staff of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  Rare in history 
but it says something about service in the Regiment. 
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REGIMENTAL MEMORIALS: HONORING OUR OWN 
Len Dyer, former curator for the Reed Museum sent us this report some months ago.  With the effort to 
honor the dead from Iraq on-going, this is a pretty good summary of what has been done in the past.  Len 
wrote: 
"The Second Dragoons have had several Memorials erected during their long and distinguished career. 
But many of these memorials have become forgotten. To my personal knowledge there are memorials at 
the following locations: 

• In Tampa, FL a small memorial and several street signs are dedicated to the Second Dragoon’s 
service during the Second Seminole War;  

• At Resaca de la Palma a small stone monument was dedicated to Capt Charles A. May for the 
actions of his command in the Mexican American War;  

• The Civil War has monuments/road signs erected to Second Cavalry at Gettysburg, at Brandy 
Station and in the Shenandoah Valley;  

• A stone marker was placed in Wyoming at the sight of the Fetterman Massacre; Fort Phil 
Kearny, Story, Wyoming. 

• A plaque at Fort Ethan Allen, VT;  

• Over in France at the national cemetery there is a small monument to the Second Cavalry for 
their service during WW I.  This would be at either the St. Mihiel or Meuse-Argonne American 
Military Cemeteries and Memorials.  Each of these two cemeteries has one member of the World 
War Regiment buried.  Sgt Edward Doherty in St. Mihiel and Sgt Horace Downs in Meuse-
Argonne.  Both grave sites will be visited by an Association representative in November and 
flowers placed on behalf of the Association.  Further information on the cemeteries and the 2nd 
Cavalry role in WWI will be reported in the December edition. 

• After WW II a monument was placed at Fort Knox near the Patton Museum reflecting the close 
relationship between the Regiment and General Patton; additionally another monument was 
dedicated in the early 1990's concurrent with an effort by the Patton Museum to have a statuary 
park honoring all active Regiments and other Armor and Cavalry organizations.  The costs for this 
last monument were incurred by the Regimental Association with donations from the 
membership. 

• Many former building/barracks in Germany also have/had plaques related to the Second Armored 
Cavalry/Constabulary for their service; Fort Polk has a small monument in their 5th Mechanized 
Infantry Division Park dedicated to the Regiment."  

When the Association and the active Regiment began working on a Regimental Memorial for the second 
tour in Iraq, it was believed that the Fort Polk monument, seen in the May 2008 Special Edition included 
names of the dead from the first rotation.  This was incorrect information; the only names were those of 
the RCO's who commanded during the Fort Polk tour.  Thus began a process of asking the active 
Regiment to reconsider just listing the dead from the current Iraq tour; and including all names from Iraq.  
The 72nd Colonel, BG Bradley May later wrote:  "As you can see, I've included our attachments into our 
numbers. Given their contribution, we can't separate them. They are as much a part of the Regiment as 
anyone who has worn the Regimental patch on his or her left shoulder."  Well said, and their names will 
be included in the honoring of our Regimental dead. 

 
A DONATION TO THE REGIMENTAL MEMORIAL 

Bill Bewley, who has been working hard along with others to raise funds for the Regimental Memorial in 
Vilseck, shared this bit of information with us. 
(continued on page 7)  
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(continued from page 6) "FYI, while off fishing, among the mail I received was a few more checks and a 
contribution of $400.00 cash (8 crisp $50.00 bills) accompanied by the following quote from a currently 
serving 4th Squadron soldier.  
Dear Mr. Bewley, 
"The enclosed is a donation made anonymously from a simple soldier so that our fallen brethren may be 
one step closer to having a memorial fitting to their ultimate sacrifice. We will never forget." -4th Sqdn. 
Soldier 
I never cease to be amazed by the things "simple soldiers" do! I pray I never to take them for granted.  
Bill" 

         
Proposed Monument 

MAKING A DONATION 
Those who would like to make a donation to the Regimental Memorial can donate on line at: 
http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=162395.Or you can simply mail a check made out to "2nd 
Cavalry Association Fallen Soldier Fund" to: 
LTC (Ret) Bill Bewley 3115 Windsong Drive Oakton, VA 22124 

 
REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION THANKS 

No veterans/veteran service organization can survive, grow, and do good works without volunteers.  One 
of our goals is to make sure that those who are working behind the scenes (and some right up front) are 
acknowledged by our Association. 

The Association wishes to thank Tom Wilson of Radcliff, KY.  Tom was the Secretary and 
Treasurer for 6 years and was responsible for the transition of the Association records keeping to a  
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Computer-based system.  This is no mean feat given that for years the information was kept on 3x5 
cards.  Tom gave up his position in November 2007 but still provides advice to those of us who also toil 
behind the scenes. 

The Association wishes to thank Len Dyer.  In early June, we received this email:    
"All, as you all are aware, there has been an attempt over the last two years to get the 2nd Cavalry 
Museum staff positions transferred from state side over to Vilseck, Germany, where the collection is 
currently in secured storage.  Unfortunately, little progress was made in that endeavor, and due to 
numerous issues, funding, and with the Regiment deployed in current operation, the transfer did not 
happen. 
             Then approximately six months ago, CMH [Center for Military History] decided to suspend 
working on this issue until a later date. In June of 2006, I was reassigned to the Fort Lewis Military 
Museum, and worked as part of their staff. While here I continued gathering historic information on the 
Regiment's history, related books and manuals and other items for the collection. That information has 
been boxed up and sent to the Regimental Rear Detachment for security. 

Then during February the Director's position at the Patton Museum at Fort Knox came open. I 
applied, and [on June 12, 2008] I was notified that I had been accepted for the position, which I accepted.  
Currently, I believe that CMH has been planning to use the museum staff personnel from the 1st Infantry 
Division Museum who were left in Europe to fill the 2nd Cavalry Museum staff, once the building 
modification is completed. 

 My intent is to continue gathering information related to the Dragoons history and desire to 
remain as a Board Member in that function, and will support the new staff of the 2nd Cavalry Museum in 
any area they need. It has been an honor to serve as the Regimental Historian and 2nd Cavalry Museum 
Curator.    
Thank You, to all. Len Dyer" 

SECOND CAVALRY ASSOCIATION LEADERSHIP 
President & Acting Chairman     Thomas M. Molino       5321 Poplar Valley Ct Centerville VA 20120 
Vice President   William M Bewley        3115 Windsong Dr Oakton VA 22124 
Vice President   William J Heidner        7605 Olive Ann Ln Yuma AZ 85365 
Secretary/Treasurer  Frank J Hurd               1628 Comanche Rd Arnold MD 21012  
Board of Governors 

Tom Stewart 
Len Dyer 
MG (Ret) Robert W Mixon Jr 
Roger Jones 
CSM James Blackwood 

Non-voting Members of the Board 
 COL John RisCassi 
 CSM Victor Martinez 
 HCOL Beau Bergeron 
Advisors to the Board 
 Henry J Ebrey Jr 
 Ashley (Mac) Haszard 
Thoroughbred Editor 
 Ned Devereaux  Neddevereaux@comcast.net  PO Box 8174 Portland OR 97207 
Technical Support 
 Isaac Golding 
 David Gettman 
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Remembering our Regiment:   

The Regimental Band and Reflagging the Regiment 
 
It took the sending of an old photograph of K Troop 3rd Squadron in Amberg taken in May 1960 by retired 
Colonel Bill Stokes to bring to mind the Regimental Band and some stories, fairly or unfairly, related to 
that wonderful group of volunteers placed on "SD" (Special Duty) in Nurnberg.  Many in the Association 
remember the band, and have stories of their own.  For the newer trooper and Association member, we 
were a draftee Army in those days, so someone with musical talents was quickly identified and sent to the 
band.  The same applied to those who could touch type, and, considering that the USAREUR Army had 
sports teams at the Regimental and Combat Command level, we even had pro football players serving on 
active duty.  With that background, we have a story about the Regimental Band to share to start the 
process in "Remembering the Regiment." 
  

          
 

Word came down from on high...on a selected date (as close to 23 May as possible in 1960) we 
would reflag from being companies and battalions, to Troops, Companies, Batteries and Squadrons.  So 
in preparation for this magnificent change with new guidons, and Squadron Colors, time was eked out of 
the training schedule for units to practice marching in formation in preparation for the day. "If I recall 
correctly," said one old trooper, "the only time we ever marched was to, but not from, the motor pool so 
our skills in marching in a formation were, marginal at best."  And so we practiced.  The 
noncommissioned officers counted cadence, officers watched with careful eye, on-the- spot corrections 
were made, and those who could not march in step, were put on all sorts of details to keep them from 
being seen by the officers.   
 
The day finally arrived, and the Regimental Band arrived shortly before the Regimental Commander 
(RCO).  All the line units, less the one on the border, were dressed in starched khaki uniforms, spit shined 
boots, freshly painted OD helmets, and carefully washed pistol belts.  Rifles were cleaned and re-cleaned 
just in case the RCO would stop and inspect an individual soldier.  We arranged ourselves around the 
Squadron square at Pond Barracks in Amberg, close to our barracks, but clearly where the RCO could 
(continued on page 10) 
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(continued from page 9) 
 look each soldier in the eye.  The Regimental band amused the guests by playing some pre-parade 
music, and then at the stroke of eleven the ceremony began.  After a speech by the RCO, troops, the 
tank company (and that was its title, Tank Company, 3rd Battalion) and the howitzer battery under their 
commanders brought out the old guidons, and received the new, with the flapping of guidons and sharp 
commands from all the leaders.  Now we were truly Cavalry with our Troops (I, K, L), Companies (Co M in 
3rd Squadron) and our Howitzer Battery. 
 
More speeches were made; honors rendered, and finally the Commander of Troops announced "Pass in 
Review."  There was however a problem.  As best I can remember, we had rehearsed at a 4/4 tempo 
(four beats to a measure).  The band played at a 3/4 tempo (three beats to a measure) which meant a 
different rhythm; one of my musically knowledgeable contributors described it best as trying to do a "cha-
cha step to a waltz melody."  It just doesn't work out.  So as each soldier marched, the beat of the 
Regimental Band caused confusion in the ranks, and it was out of step, out of step, out of step all along 
the line. 
 
Somehow we were able to do an "eyes right" as we passed the RCO and all the dignitaries, and headed 
toward the motor pool.  Once out of sight, we were halted.  A short time later, we marched back to our 
barracks, changed into fatigues, and after lunch, while the dignitaries celebrated the reflagging, we 
headed in small groups of twos and threes to the motor pool.  Our job that afternoon was to change all 
our bumper markings as well.  Nothing was said about our marching capabilities, nor anything about the 
Regimental Band.  But I never forgot.  Remembering our Regiment.  Toujours Pret. 

Remembering The Regiment: The Great Tattoo 
During my era at West Point, we spent a lot of time drilling and marching in parades. I marched in 
parades down Fifth Avenue in New York and in JFK’s inaugural parade. No ceremony ever impressed me 
like one event in Germany, however. The German Army had a ceremony called a Grosse Zapfenstreich, 
which went back to Frederick the Great. The English translation of the name is great tattoo, and it was 
normally held to honor individuals. It was rarely performed, and a foreign military unit had never been 
honored with the ceremony. 
It was after I took over H Troop that the Bundeswehr decided to honor the Second ACR as the oldest 
U.S. unit stationed in Germany. We rehearsed a bit, got all spiffed up in our wool OGs and steel helmets, 
and went to Nurenburg for the ceremony. The regimental staff, the squadron staffs, and three people from 
every troop lined up and marched into the old marketplace square, facing a large church. The place was 
packed with spectators. 
Just before dark, we heard the measured beat of the drums in the distance, and then picked up the 
glockenspiel as the Germans drew closer. Out of the corner of my eye, I could see a line of torches 
entering the square. All other lights were extinguished. Every movement of the ceremonial troops was 
accomplished with the utmost precision. We Americans did very little except an occasional present arms. 
I cannot begin to convey what the atmosphere was like. There was not a sound to be heard from the 
crowd until the ceremony ended. It was probably the closest that I ever came to understanding something 
of the German psyche that perhaps helped Hitler gain a foothold in that same city in the 1930s. 
Some years later I visited the 2nd ACR headquarters in Merrill Barracks in Nurenberg. In the regimental 
museum there was a painting of that night, commissioned by the 49th Colonel George B. Pickett Jr. Does 
anyone know if photos of the painting or of the event exist anywhere today? Thanks for your help.  
Toujours Pret.   Jim Mathison 
                          Leavenworth, KS  
Jim Mathison is a 1961 graduate of West Point and served in I Troop, L Troop, H Troop and F Troop from 
1961 to 1964.  After twenty-three years of service he retired from active duty as an LTC at Fort 
Leavenworth.  Jim has offered to write short stories for your Regimental Association newsletter which we 
greatly appreciate. 



Volume IV, Issue 2                          Page 11 

Remembering Our Regiment:  Border Tales Continued 
Last edition we wrote about remembering Camp Gates border camp and the Handicap Black system. 
Former 3rd Battalion Lieutenant (now Colonel Retired) Bill Stokes remembers and sent us some of his.  
Thanks Bill...they did bring back memories of border duty. 
"Backdoor Backerai Bartering: As vivid memories of World War II diminished, so did the barter value of 
cigarettes and candy. There was an older German man, a civilian local hire, who worked in the Camp 
Gates mess hall. He was a fine baker, and somewhat of a miracle man. In 1958 there were still military 
regulations prohibiting the troops from eating some local foods viewed as health risks, and suggestions 
regarding the avoidance of others. Yet Pops, I think that's what we called him, served the finest bakery 
items imaginable. How much coffee, butter, or other commodities were involved in the bakery bartering I 
could not imagine, but the troops were never ill from the local goods and enjoyed them thoroughly – and 
nobody went to jail. 
 
Handicap Black -- What Goes around Comes Around: The Regimental S-2 had supervisory 
responsibility for the border operations. On one occasion, he made an unannounced inspection of Camp 
Gates billets shortly after a patrol had returned, and faulted locker arrangements and vehicle loading 
plans The S-2 major wrote a picky report, citing Lt Stokes as responsible for the deficiencies he noted. 
The report was forwarded by the Regimental Commander to the Squadron Commander, who refuted the 
deficiencies and sided with his troops in every instance. 
 
Just as a reminder, there was a program in Germany referred to as Handicap Black that was designed to 
test alert procedures. Under this program, authorized persons could approach any soldier, and hand him 
a slip of paper that read: “This is a Handicap Black message. The time is _______.” The recipient was 
then under the gun to contact the required notification unit and report the message, time, and map 
coordinates. In this manner, the receiving unit could evaluate the alert system, and the time it took for 
soldiers to respond.  
 
The local Military Intelligence agent found the right moment to retaliate against the major for messing with 
the folks at Camp Gates. While briefing VIPs at the Schirnding crossing point one day, the Military 
Intelligence agent handed the S-2 Major a Handicap Black message, recognizing that the location was in 
a depression from which radio communications would be difficult, and that any hesitation would 
embarrass him in front of the visitors. The major turned red and flew into a tizzy; his communications 
would not work and he had difficulty locating himself on a map. Completely out of control, the major thrust 
the message in my hand, and said take care of it. I walked twenty-five feet to a German border guard 
shack and called Regimental Headquarters on the telephone - all of which took just over a minute. The 
major did not regain his composure, to the amusement of the guests. The major never had another 
unpleasant word about our border operation." 
That also got us into an email discussion about the local Military Intelligence agent Valentine Orel.  Some 
people thought he was an enlisted man, other a Warrant and some thought that he was even a 
commissioned officer. Regardless though regardless of our own ranks we all called him Mister.  And if 
you are still around Mister Orel, we old-timers in the Regiment still remember you and consider you one of 
us.    
Throwing around Rank - and Enjoying It: The border camps at Marktredwitz and Weiden routinely 
used courtesy patrols during periods when Troopers were authorized passes. When other units were 
involved in field training exercises west of Weiden, the Weiden border station commander was instructed 
to advise soldiers encountered that Weiden was off limits to exercise participants, and that they should 
leave. One night, while there was an exercise underway near Grafenwoehr, the H Company courtesy 
patrol NCO radioed that some field grade officers were in a local gasthaus in their fatigue uniforms, and 
asked what he should do. The NCO was told to advise the party that the Weiden Installation Commander 
asked that they leave immediately, in accordance with guidance from higher headquarters that exercise 
participants should not come into Weiden. The NCO delivered the message, and the officers hastily left. 
The NCO did not tell the group that the Weiden Installation Commander was just a lieutenant. 
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EDITOR’S NOTES: The September 2008 Edition  

 
It seems like only the other day we were putting together the May 2008 edition of The 

Thoroughbred, and here we are, doing it again.  We want to thank the readers for understanding the 
"slightly ragged" appearance of the May edition.  We learned some serious lessons about timing, and the 
need to get stories into the editor in a timely manner; we will continue to improve.  Now despite that 
"slightly ragged" appearance, some readers did provide some serious feedback. 

From a retired Military Intelligence CSM who never served in the Regiment but taught a lot of its 
leaders in Vilseck years ago:  "Thank you for passing this [email edition] on. I spent about 45 minutes 
reading your newsletter and I am impressed by...[the] depth/involvement of your membership [and] the 
rich history of your Regiment.  I also offer my heartfelt thanks to active duty and fallen Cavalrymen 
protecting our nation."  Thanks, for the kind words and I hope you enjoy this edition as well. 

Association members can look forward to seeing other editions in January 2009 (the Winter or 
December edition), late February electronically with the written version in March 2009, and then the 
summer edition in May/June 2009.  And we will continue developing editions after that; we are not going 
away. 

This edition has a number of stories we think you will find interesting.  September is Hispanic 
Cultural Heritage Recognition month and the senior Hispanic soldier in the Regiment is the Regimental 
Command Sergeant Major, Victor Martinez.  Victor called me twice from Iraq at my request, and we 
traded a series of emails, to develop a picture of a professional noncommissioned officer who has 
become a Cavalry professional.   

We also say goodbye to Len Dyer as the Reed Museum Curator, and to the last Len has made a 
major story contribution to this edition. Len continues on as our Association Historian. 

Remembering the Regiment 
We have asked some of the older officers and senior noncommissioned officers who served 

during the "Border Years" to write down some of their memories, funny, sad, or serious.  One of the 
Amberg Lieutenants, now a long retired Colonel sent us a photo of K Troop passing in review by the 
Regimental Commander in May 1960.  This brought to mind how the Regimental Band participated in the 
Regiment in those days and for that ceremony specifically.  And one story leads to another as Handicap 
Black brought back border memories.  A bit of humor that some of the older Cold War Warriors will 
remember, some with smiles, others a little more seriously.  Jim Mathison has made his first contribution 
to our Remembering the Regiment and I hope he continues to send us materials. 

Future/Working Story Lines 
The December edition will focus in part on the return of the Regiment from its second rotation in 

Iraq.  Several Association members are planning on attending both the Welcome Home and the 
dedication of another Memorial to the fallen of the Regiment.  Those of you who use the Internet can plan 
on accessing pictures and early stories on the web.  Those attending from the Association will be strongly 
encouraged to write stories about the return.  

While in Europe for the return of the Regiment I will visit the World War I battlefields in France 
where the Regiment played a role.  On November 11th this year, it will mark the 90th anniversary of the 
signing of the armistice that ended "the war to end wars."  While there, we will take photographs of the 
one monument on French soil that ties into that war.   

In December 1979 Ground Surveillance Radar (GSR) near the former tri-zonal part of West 
Germany, East Germany, and Czechoslovakia reported what appeared to be twenty-eight Soviet tanks 
headed into the Regimental sector.  A history or that event is being developed entitled "The Russians are 
Coming! The Russians are Coming?"  The draft initially started out as a few comments from just one 
perspective.  Then the Honorary Colonel, Beau Bergeron offered to add to the story with what was 
happening with the Regimental headquarters, and at the "Dragoon Air force."  We are still waiting for 
permission from MG (Ret) Mike Lyles to add to the story from a 2nd Squadron perspective. 

We will need to rely on the Regiment in Vilseck to let us know about the Regimental change of  
command ceremony 13 January 2009.  I have asked former K Troop 3rd Squadron 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment 1SG, 1SG (Ret) Bill Clark, to attend and report as the incoming RCO was a young 2nd 
Lieutenant in K Troop with Bill. 
(continued on page 13) 
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We Need Your Help 
All these future story lines ties into our need for future stories.  For example, Tom Stewart 

continues to work on an unofficial Regimental history of those years.  Given that this past May we had 
been in existence for 172 years and 40 of those were spent on border duty, it just makes sense to pass 
on that history, unofficial as it is.  The Thoroughbred helps by reminding us of our history and traditions 
developed over those 40 years.  This is your Association newsletter and the stories reflect your own 
history of the Regiment. 

Finally, I personally think there are enough information...stories of the Regiment in both the Cold 
War and now the Middle East to fill four editions a year.  That is my personal goal and what I have 
committed to with the 67th Colonel, President of our Association. 
 
Toujours Pret!  Ned Devereaux, Editor 

 
2ND CAVALRY REGIMENTAL TAPS 

"They went with songs to the battle, they were young. Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow. 
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted; They fell with their faces to the foe. 

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old; Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn. 
All the going down of the sun and in the morning, We will remember them." 

Lawrence Binyon 
Iraq 
Spc. Justin R. Mixon, 22, of Bogalusa, La., died June 1 in Baghdad Iraq, of wounds suffered when his 
vehicle encountered an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 1st Squadron, 2nd Stryker 
Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany.  SPC Mixon was the first casualty since 7 April 2008. The Regiment 
had been doing so well for fifty four days without a fatality. 
Staff Sgt. Du Hai Tran, 30, of Reseda, Calif. died Jun. 20 in Baqubah, Iraq, of wounds suffered when an 
improvised explosive device detonated near his unit while on patrol during combat operations. He was 
assigned to the Fires Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany.   
Staff Sgt. Jeremy D. Vrooman, 28, of Sioux Falls, S.D., died Jul 15 in Baghdad, Iraq, of wounds 
suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated while his unit was conducting combat 
operations in Kn'an, Iraq. He was assigned to the 2nd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, 2nd 
Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, Vilseck, Germany.   
Regimental Association Members/The Greatest Generation 
Walter H. Cunningham, 4/5/2008, A Trp, 2ACR, 1946-49  
Raymond L. Edwards, Sr., 9/27/2007, Hq Co, 66th Sqdn, 2ACR, 1946-49  
Henry Foreman, 2/28/2008, 2ACR, 1946-47 
John Serafin, 9/4/08 H&S Troop, 42nd Squadron, No Other Information Available 
Robert Wottlin, E Troop Commander, 2nd Squadron Border Officer, Regimental Border Officer 1980s, 
9/1/2009. 
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WEBSITES OF INTEREST SEPTEMBER 2008 

Editor Note:  In the May 2008 edition we asked "Tacoma Dave" Gettman, a computer 
savvy member of our Association, to help us understand the various websites that are 
available to those of us who have computer availability.  So in keeping with a philosophy 
that computers and programs change so fast, we asked TD to update this as well.  We 
will continue to include this in The Thoroughbred to help our less computer literate 
members (including the editor) have a hand reference.  We have also added two online 
email addresses. 

"In an attempt to offer the reader every opportunity to access quality news 
articles and information pertaining to the 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, I have compiled 
a partial list of websites that currently offer frequent coverage including breaking news 
articles, historic articles, photos, videos, and audio reports. 
Second Cavalry Association News Center 
http://www.dragoons.org/ 
This is the primary news site provided by the Second Cavalry Association. It contains 
breaking news and even some articles dating back as far as 1965. Also included are 
video and audio reports, as well as links to numerous other related sites. If you want to 
know what the Regiment has been doing the last couple years, look here. 
2SCR.ARMY.MIL 
http://www.2scr.army.mil/ 
This is the official U.S. Army home page for the 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment. 
Stryker Brigade News 
http://www.strykernews.com/archives/cat_2nd_stryker_cavalry_regiment.html 
This site reports on all Stryker related articles they find, and is the source of many of my 
stories on the Association News Center." 
If you can't find this website, it is probably down due to software problems.  Tacoma 
Dave wrote:  "The History Center has been down for several days due to old software, 
and I don't know if it can be resurrected again.  Isaac has his techies looking at it, but 
things aren't good."  Then he came back up on the net with "Surprise! The History 
Center is back up and running."  In any case, this is TD's greatest product and he 
continually works on providing information to Association members and those who are 
just interested in the lengthy history of our Regiment. 
Second Cavalry Association History Center 
http://history.dragoons.org/ 
 
If you have any questions or comments on these websites please contact "Tacoma 
Dave." 
 
The Association is also able to receive donations for the Regimental OIF I and II 
Memorial in Vilseck at:  http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=162395 
 
We are also able to do on-line membership at:  
http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=162737 
 
 



                                                    SPUR OF THE MOMENT
ITEM DESCRIPTION    PRICE  #/SIZE $ TOTAL
HATS Stetson, Black,Cavalry Style $140.00

Hat Cord Enlisted, Yellow $9.00
Hat Cord Enlisted, Red $9.00
Hat Cord Enlisted, Blue $9.00
Hat Cord Warrant Officer, Black&Silver $9.00
Hat Cord Officer $9.00
Stetson Head Strap 3/8 in $4.50
Stetson Chin Strap $4.50
CAVALRY KIT-Stetson, Chin&Head Strap, Cord
   Spurs, Association Membership $152.70

MICHAEL GARMAN STATUES-GOING OUT OF BUSINESS-AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME 

American Soldier, Hand Painted, African Amer Male $50.00
American Soldier, Hand Painted, $50.00
Buffalo Soldier Corporal-Bronzetone $74.00
Buffalo Soldier Corporal-Hand Painted $116.00
Cannoneer, Union $84.00
Cavalry Captain, Hand Painted $116.00
Cavalry Captain, Bronzetone $74.00
Cavalry Sergeant, Hand Painted $116.00

APPAREL

Cap, Baseball,2d Cav, Blue, Adjustable Strap $10.00
Cap, Baseball,2d Cav, Tan, Adjustable Strap $10.00
Cap, Baseball, Black 2nd Cav Association $20.00
Necktie, 2nd Cavalry $25.00
Polo Shirt W/2nd Cav DUI $37.00
Polo Shirt, 2XXL, 2nd Cav Since 1836 $39.00
Polo Shirt, 2nd Cavalry Assn $36.00
Lapel Pin, Mini DUI $3.00
Tie Tack, Mini DUI $3.00

ACTRMTS

Shoulder Sleeve Insignia, 2nd SCR, Dress $6.00
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ITEM DESCRIPTION PRICE #/SIZE $ TOTAL

Shoulder Sleeve Insignia, 2nd SCR Subdued $6.00
Shoulder Sleeve Insignia, 2nd SCR Desert $6.00
Branch Insignia, 2nd Cav (Crossed Sabers) Regular $9.00
Branch Insignia, 2nd Cav (Crossed Sabers) Large $5.00
Branch Insignia, 2nd Cav (Crossed Sabers)Miniature $3.50
2nd Cav Distinctive Unit Insignia (Unit Crest), 2 ea $9.00
Medallion 2nd Cavalry, Always Ready, Numbered $9.00

GOLF
2nd Cav Logo Ball w/Crest $9.00
2nd Cav Assoc Logo Ball $9.00

BOOKS

US Army Border Operations in Germany $19.00
Shadows on an Iron Curtain-by M.J.Brett $20.00
Mutti's War - by M.J.Brett $20.00

SPURS
Spurs, Gold Colored, w/nylon straps $15.50
Spurs, Brass, Civil War Repro w/straps $50.00

OTHER
Zippo Lighter w/2nd Cav DUI $20.00
Zippo Lighter w/Unit Patch Facs $20.00
Money Clip w/2nd Cav DUI Facs $6.50
Money Clip, Fort Polk $5.00

MAIL-In Orders add $3.00 per item for shipping and handling.
Amount submitted_____________________

Name_____________________________ Address___________________________

City______________________________ State_________________Zip Code_______

Phone # or Email Address_____________________________________________

Send order to: Spur of the Moment, c/o Bill Heidner 7605 E Olive Ann Lane Yuma AZ 85365
Questions? (928) 726-6329 or FAX (877) 763-2635

ON-LINE ordering at www.dragoons.org

http://www.dragoons.org/�
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Second Cavalry Association 
 
Please fill ALL blanks applicable to you; print carefully and make no abbreviations.  
 

Name _____________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address _____________________________________________________ 
 
City  _____________________________________________________ 
 
State _____________________________________________________ 
 
ZIP Code _____________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone # _____________________________________________________ 
 
Dates of ACTIVE service in the armed forces: _______________________________ 

 
2nd CAV Unit & dates assigned:   _____________________________ ____________ 
 
E-mail Address:  _____________________________________________________ 
 

     Do not send the Thoroughbred to me by e-mail.    
 

  Two year membership @ $25/$20 for A.D.  Life membership@ $150 
  Three year membership @ $35    Five year membership @ $50   
 Family life membership @ $75; Check one: my late  father  husband was a Second 

Cavalryman: 
___________________________      _____________________       ______________________ 
 (His Name)                                     (His unit)                          (His Service Dates) 
  
My latest 2d Cavalry Regimental service was prior to 7 December 1941, so I am eligible for a free two 
(2) year membership or renewal. 
     Dates of such service:   ____________________  ; my 2d CAV Unit:  ________________                                      
 
Contributions or gifts to the 2nd Cavalry Association are deductible as charitable contributions for 
Federal tax purposes. 
  
DONATIONS: I also enclose $ ______________ earmarked for: 

 General Fund (Unencumbered fund for normal operating expenses) 
 Reunion Fund (Costs for next biennial membership meeting); 
 Scholarship Fund (Annual Grants to qualified regimental or association offspring; 
 Other. ___________________________________________ 

 
Make checks payable to 2d Cavalry Association and mail to: 
 
2d Cavalry Association Inc. 
c/o Frank Hurd 
1626 Comanche Rd 
Arnold MD 21012 
E-Mail address: fhurd@carpet-rug.org 
 
 
 
 

mailto:fhurd@carpet-rug.org
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