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Announcement to Association Membership 
 

Effective June 2009 Tom Molino stepped down as our president.  Bill Bewley 

was nominated and unanimously elected to serve as our new president.  

Congratulations to Bill! 

 

LETTER FROM THE NEW 2ND CAVALRY 

ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 

 

 

ASSOCIATION NEWS ALERT 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE ASSOCIATION BOARD MEETING 

 

 

REGIMENT SUPPORTS CZECH LIBERATION DAY 

 

 

ARTICLES ON THE BATTLE OF LUNEVILLE 

 

AND 

 

MUCH MORE 



2D CAVALRY ASSOCIATION 
AUGUST 2009 

DEAR FELLOW DRAGOONS: 

 
I think it best to start this message to the Association membership by expressing how much I 

am honored to serve as your president.  I consider this opportunity to be a distinct privilege.  

“The CAV” has meant so much to Mimi and me over the past 40 years of our lives and this 

opportunity just makes this part of our life’s experience even more complete.  We served 

nearly 6 years in the Regiment and the experiences of those 6 years were special and helped 

define our adult lives.  For that we will be eternally grateful.  I pledge to you that I will do 

my best to serve well and in the spirit of the Cavalry.   

 

I will endeavor to communicate with you frequently via our normal email media and the 

Thoroughbred.  I’d like to thank Ned Devereaux for his dedication as our Editor for the 

Thoroughbred and Chis Golden for his untiring work as our Executive Director.  Without 

these two gentlemen we would be in trouble.  Thanks Ned!  Thanks Chris!  

 

I want to take this opportunity to personally recognize Tom Molino for his service to the 

Regiment and our Association.  Tom, please accept my very personal thanks, the thanks of 

the Regiment and our entire Association membership for your dedicated service.  For those 

of you who may not be aware, Tom has served the 2CAV for near 40 years and done so with 

honor and a caring for our troopers past and present that is unmatched by anyone.  Tom has 

served in every command position in the Regiment including service as our 67
th

 Regimental 

Commander.  He has served on the Association Board for many years and seven years as our 

president.  No one has given more of their time and treasure than Tom Molino to this 

organization.  Tom, we owe you sir and we admire and appreciate all you have done for so 

long within and for our great Regiment and in recent years our Association.  Your dedicated 

service to the CAV has permitted us to flourish and grow as an organization.  Thank you 

from grateful CAV brothers and families for all you’ve done!  

 

What’s next for the Association?  I want us to continue the programs we have in place with 

an emphasis on service to the Regiment, keeping our heritage alive in all ways possible and 

enhancing the spirit of community and volunteerism within the Association.  We cannot 

succeed without the participation of our members.  This means we will need your time and 

your treasure to be successful for the future.  We are not just an organization that meets for a 

party every two years though that is an important part of what we are about.  The fellowship 

of Cavalry is something we will never understate!  But, we need to focus on our mission 

which is supporting the Regiment, and teaching and emphasizing the heritage whenever the 

opportunity presents itself.  I urge you all to think about these words.  I will be asking you to 

contribute occasionally so that we have the funds to achieve our mission.  I will be asking 

you to volunteer your  time.  All of these objectives are important and aid us in achieving a 

successful, if not great, future for our Association.  Stand by for more communications on 

these topics over time!  

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me at anytime if you have suggestions or just want to talk  

(Continued on next page) 
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President’s Letter Continued 

about the CAV.  The more we talk the better we will be.  I urge you to reach out to the people 

 who made your CAV experience memorable and get them involved.  We are all recruiters 

(Scouts out!) for the Association, and we are all part of the heritage that makes us great.  

Please don’t pass up the opportunity to find old friends, and when you do, pass that 

information to Chris Golden so we can enter them into our ever growing database.  My 

contact information is bbewley@bewleycapital.com; phone 703-472-5023.  

 

One last and very important parting comment regarding our Regiment. It is my belief that we 

currently have the best relationship with the serving Regiment that we have ever had in our 

Association’s history.  I am in direct and frequent communication with the Regimental 

Command Group, and I can report that they are a fantastic team.  We are here for them and 

we are proving that mantra with our direct support to the troopers we’ve lost, the wounded, 

families and scholarship for our young.  “It don’t get any better than that,” stated GEN (USA 

Retired) John Tilelli.   
 

Always Ready, 

 

Bill Bewley 

2
nd

 Cavalry Association President 

 

 

From David Gettman: In an attempt to offer the reader every opportunity to access quality 

news articles and information pertaining to the 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, I have 
compiled a partial list of websites that currently offer frequent coverage, including breaking 
news articles, historic articles, photos, videos, and audio reports. 
Second Cavalry Association News Center http://www.dragoons.org/ This is the 

primary news site provided by the Second Cavalry Association. It contains breaking news 
and even some articles dating back as far as 1965. Also included are video and audio 
reports, as well as links to numerous other related sites. If you want to know what the 
Regiment has been doing the last couple years, look here. 

Second Cavalry Association History Center http://history.dragoons.org/ This is my 

heart and soul, the foundation of our proud Regiment, its glorious past. On these pages you 
will find a work in progress that will never be completed, as the 2d Dragoon's are daily 
adding to the pages of our storied past dating to 1836 faster than I can fill in the gaps. Many 
sections of our one hundred seventy-two year history are yet to be added or completed, but 
a wealth of information can still be found here. My sincerest apologies to the Cold War and 
Kuwait Liberation vets, as well as the Soldiers from the Regiment's 2003 deployment to the 
Gulf. I hope to begin work on these sections in the near future. 

2SCR.ARMY.MIL http://www.2scr.army.mil/ This is the official U.S. Army home page for 

the 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment. 
Stryker Brigade News 
http://www.strykernews.com/archives/cat_2nd_stryker_cavalry_regiment.html 
This site reports on all Stryker related articles they find, and is the source of many of my 
stories on the Association News Center. 

  
 

mailto:bbewley@bewleycapital.com
http://www.dragoons.org/
http://history.dragoons.org/
http://www.2scr.army.mil/


 

 

 

 

 

2d Cavalry Association 

Office of the Executive director 

 News Alert         News Alert  

Greetings from Your 2d Cavalry Association,  
  I am writing with important news about the Bi-Annual Reunion, our September commemoration 

of the Liberation of Lunéville, France and to ask you to support one of our wounded veterans, SGT 

Michael Minard.  

The Bi-Annual Reunion: 15-16 May 2010 Ft. Knox, KY  
At the request of the Chief of Armor the Bi-Annual meeting is being rescheduled from November 

of 2009 to May of 2010. The venue is also changing from the Washington, DC area to Ft. Knox and 

Louisville, KY.  

The reason for this change is that the Base Re-Alignment and Closure act (BRAC) dictates that 

the Armor Center be moved from Ft. Knox, where it has been housed since just after WWII, to Ft. 

Benning, GA. As a result the LAST Armor Conference (the annual gathering of the active Army Armor 

Community) at Ft. Knox will take place 17-21 May 2010.  

Our reunion will be scheduled for the weekend of 15-16 May and will culminate in a Stable Call 

with the participants of the Armor Conference. Please mark your calendars and plan to join us for this 

event. Additional information will be forthcoming from Mike Davis.  

Liberation of Lunéville: 17 & 18 September 2009  
The Liberation of Lunéville (more widely known as the Nancy Salient) represents one of the 2d 

Cavalry's most famous engagements of WWII. Each year the town celebrates this event with a party that 

has been attended by many of our WWII veterans (participants in the battle), as well as many active duty 

personnel stationed in Germany along with their families.  

This year our Regiment will be represented by the Regimental Commander, COL James 

Blackburn, the Regimental Command Sergeant Major, Mark Morris and 70 active duty personnel from 

the 1st Squadron, including the Squadron Commander, LTC Douglas A. Sims II.  

I realize it is very late to plan this trip but please consider joining us in Lunéville for this event. 

Bill Bewley and I will be in attendance representing the Association. We invite you to join us.  

For more information you can contact me at 617.413.5787, by return mail or on the internet at 

adjutant@secondcavalry.com  

SGT Mike Minard: PLEASE READ THIS . . . . . . . . . . . .  
In October of 2007 SGT Michael Minard was wounded in Iraq while serving in the 1st Squadron, 

2d Stryker Cavalry. He lost both legs above the knees and was in Walter Reed Medical Center until a 

month ago.  

The 2d Cavalry Association is raising money to help Mike put up a specially designed home in 

Northern New Jersey. So far we have raised about $3,000 from our members and friends. Thank you to 

all for your generosity.  

If you would like to help support Mike and his family please make out a check to the 2d Cavalry 

Association, put "SGT Mike Minard Fund" on the lower left corner and mail it to us at the address below. 

Thanks in advance!  

Toujours Prêt!                                    Chris Golden 

Executive Director 

151 Sargent Street Newton, MA 02458 

617-413-5787 
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Board of Directors Minutes 
July 29, 2009 

 
The Board of Directors met in a telephonic conference on July 29, 2009.   

 

Nine officers, members and/or committee/project chairs participated in the conference call. The 
attendees were Bill Bewley, Beau Burgeron, LTC Steve Soika (RXO), Mike Davis, Tom Stewart, 
Robert Mixon, Bill Heidner, Ned Devereaux, John Tilelli, and Chris Golden. Those absent were Tom 
Molino, Frank Hurd, CSM Roger Blackwell, Roger Jones, Len Dyer. 

 
After thanking the Board members for their participation, Association President Bill Bewley expressed 
our collective thanks to former President and 67th Colonel Tom Molino for all he had accomplished 
during his several years as Association President. 
 
Appointments 
 
General John H.Tilelli Jr., 63rd Colonel of the Regiment (6 Aug 1985-6 May 1987) to be Chairman of 
the Board of Directors.  Motion, Seconded, Passed.  General Tilelli then spoke to the Board/ 
conference call members expressing appreciation for the Board's vote of confidence and is looking 
forward to his continued efforts on behalf of our Regiment.  Additionally,  Mike Davis, to be a member 
of the Board of Directors.  Motion, Seconded, Passed; Chris Golden, to be an Ex Officio member of 
the Board of Directors. Motion, Seconded, Passed. 
 
Financial 
 
A brief discussion was held on our financial condition.  Currently we are solvent but need to be aware 
that our sources of revenue are limited to membership dues, a small profit on what is sold by the 
Sutter's Store, and what is donated by members of the Association for Association causes and 
special efforts.  Bill Heidner reported the Store is well stocked and has achieved a profitable status in 
recent months.  He also reported that the store has $3900 in the bank to sustain operations. 
 
Bill Bewley asked us to think about how to raise funds so we can remain solvent.  (Please see the 
President's Message for greater detail.) 
 
The Memorial Fund has been closed out. $65,378 was raised on behalf of the Vilseck Memorial 
project honoring those lost during two OIF tours by the Regiment.   
 
A brief discussion was held concerning the Reed Museum and its move to Vilseck.  One of the 
problem areas is funding, some $400,000 to $500,000 of Department of the Army funds must be 
allocated for the setting up of the Reed Museum.  The RXO reported that this project is a priority for 
the Regiment and is being worked with USAREUR HQ for the needed funding. 
 
Scholarship Committee 
 
Two scholarships were awarded this spring.  The Committee would like to see more Troopers and 
their family members apply.  Frank Hurd and his committee did a great job on this project. 
 
Executive Director 
 
Chris Golden reported we had 135 new members and 20 renewals since the last Board meeting. 
 
A "Spur Call" was held in Vilseck to support the Wounded Warrior efforts by the Association.  The 
RXO reported that this is a priority area for the Regiment as the Command Group emphasizes the  
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history and lineage of the 2nd Cavalry Regiment. 
 
Chris reported that in excess of $2,000 has been raised to support the Sergeant Michael Menard  
Foundation.  The Foundation is leading the charge to build Mike a handicapped capable home.  
Discussion continued to emphasize the significance of our continued support of the Wounded 
Warriors of the Regiment. 
 
The Wounded Warrior program at Walter Reed continues and our thanks and appreciation were 
expressed for the time and effort by our volunteers. 
 
2010 Association Reunion 
 
Mike Davis reported that he has closed out the November 2009 Washington DC effort given our 
decision to accept the Fort Knox Chief of Armor request we meet as part of the 2010 Armor 
Conference to be held in May 15-16, 2010 at Fort Knox.  Immediately following will by the last 
Armored Warfare Conference (May 17-21) held at Fort Knox pending the Armor Center/School's 
move to Fort Benning, GA and the Center for Maneuver Excellence (Infantry and Armor Schools).  
Mike further reported that should we return to Washington DC in 2011, the 2009 hotel may still be 
used.  There were no cancellation fees with this change in venue. 
 
Regimental Activities 
 

The Regiment is developing a one to two hour "The Regiment 101" instructional class lesson plan 
outline to be integrated into the Regimental new Trooper training program.  A GREAT move by the 
Command Group! 

 
The 1st Squadron will be sending up to sixty Troopers (Officers, NCO, and Troops) to participate in 
the anniversary of the Battle of Luneville, 17 and 18 September in Luneville France as part of a Staff 
Ride. The Regimental Commander and RCSM will also participate on the 18th.  A copy of selected 
pages of The Ghosts of Patton's Army that covered individual Regimental Trooper memories of this 
four day battle were sent to the Regimental and Squadron leadership.  Readers who have email 
capability can also have copies emailed by simply emailing neddevereaux@comcast.net for a 
personal copy 
 
Closing Comments by the Association President 
 
Bill Bewley reminded the Board that we collectively have hundreds of years with the Regiment.  He 
has asked we share some of our time, our talent, and our treasure to keep our Association, now 110 
years old, active--in support of our World War II veterans, the Cold War veterans, and now the Iraqi 
War veterans of today.  Bill asked that we take our responsibilities as Board Members seriously and 
dig a bit deeper in supporting our Association efforts.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 1800 hours on July 29, 3009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Volume IV, Issue 4                            Page 7 

2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment Supports Czech Liberation Day 

On the weekend of May 2 and 3, Soldiers from H Company, 3d Squadron, 2d Stryker 

Cavalry Regiment, travelled to Plzen, Czech Republic to take part in their Liberation Festival. The 

Plzen Liberation Festival is an event which began in 1990, following the demise of Communist 

rule in what was then Czechoslovakia.   It commemorates the liberation of the city of Plzen by 

the 16th Armored Division and 2nd Infantry Division of the United States Army on May 6, 1945.  

U.S. forces remained in Czechoslovakia until November 1945, assisting the Czechs in rebuilding 

following the War.  With the exception of this small portion of western Czechoslovakia, the 

Soviet Army liberated the remainder of the country, and in 1948 instituted a Communist 

government.  The new government suppressed any democratic dissent and rewrote the history 

of the end of Nazi rule, claiming that the Americans had no role in the liberation of the country.  

The citizens of Plzen knew this to be false, and in 1990 following the collapse of Communist rule 

in the Soviet Union and in Czechoslovakia, began celebrating the American role in regaining 

Czech freedom. 

          

                                    Parade route as viewed from a Stryker during the Convoy 

of Liberty on Sunday, May 3, 2009 

On Friday, May 1, twenty Soldiers from Hawk Company drove three Strykers and one 

Humvee to a campsite outside of Plzen.  The weekend began with a boisterous night of 

festivities shared with Czech re-enactors, who greatly appreciated the opportunity to see 

modern American arms and vehicles up close.  The Hawk Company Soldiers who participated 

also appreciated the opportunity to see vintage Willys Jeeps, motorcycles and World War Two 

weaponry and uniforms.   

 The morning of May 2 was greeted with the amazed faces of Pilsners staring on in 

wonderment as American Strykers arrived in downtown Plzen.  Everyone along the roadside 

stared in awe, taking pictures and video wherever the Strykers travelled.  The remainder of that   
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Saturday was devoted to a static display in a park in downtown Plzen, allowing the Czech people 

to see the inside of a Stryker, hold M4 rifles, and try on the full weight of an American Soldier’s 

kit. 

 

              
Czech military enthusiasts (the ACU clad individuals          SSG (P) Costa poses with new Czech  

 with 1st Cavalry Division patches) pose with their               friend who is experiencing the weight 

real life idols, American soldiers.                                             Of American combat equipment. 

 

Sunday morning was perhaps the most exciting part of the trip for all Soldiers involved: 

the Convoy of Liberty.  Essentially a parade of Willys Jeeps, the Strykers and Humvee formed a 

grand finale to an already impressive display of military might.  Over 100,000 Pilsners turned out 

for the parade, who filled the streets with a collection of American and Czech flags.  It was a 

truly once in a lifetime event for the Soldiers who participated, and a truly unique event to be so 

appreciated as an American Soldier serving in Europe.  Overall the Plzen Liberation Festival was 

an excellent chance to showcase the American Army in a positive light, and allow the Soldiers of 

Hawk Company a chance to mingle with the Czech people and make new friends. 
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REMEMBER YOUR REGIMENT 

 
The Battle of Luneville France 

September 1944 

 

Editor Notes:  

The Battle of Luneville: Pages from The Ghosts of Patton's Army that deal with Luneville and part of the 
aftermath are available from the Association. Simply email the editor (neddevereaux@ comcast.net) and 
he will email back an attachment of the pages. The pages include individual accounts of the battle and its 
aftermath.  

The World War II Regiment: During World War II the Regiment, along with most of the US Army, went 
through a series of organizational structures and more and more reorganizations. In December 1943, the 
Regiment was reorganized under a new Table of Organization & Equipment (TO&E) and redesignated 
the 2nd Cavalry Group, Mechanized. 1st Squadron became the 2nd Reconnaissance Squadron and the 
2nd was redesignated as the 42nd Reconnaissance Squadron. "Each consisted of three reconnaissance 
troops equipped with armored cars and light vehicles, an assault gun troop and a light tank troop. There 
was a Squadron Headquarters and Service Troop. Group Headquarters was relegated to a tactical role, 
with only staff and communications functions assigned to it. Supply, personnel, and maintenance were 
assigned as squadron responsibilities..." 

 

Returning to Europe and Prelude to the Battle of Luneville. 

The 2nd Cavalry Group left the United States in April, 1944 and would not return for eleven years. 
Arriving in England, there was more hurry up and wait as D-Day June 6, 1944 approached. After much 
delay, on June 27, the 2nd Cavalry Group was alerted to a proposed mission of rear security in France. 
More training and equipment upgrading was conducted, with one exception. The 2nd Cavalry Group was 
tasked to provide a platoon to be security guards at SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary 
Force). General Eisenhower, like General Pershing in the WW I, had a cavalry security detail from the 
2nd Cavalry. Finally, "all troops except A and B, 42nd were quickly landed on July 20. A storm prevented 
the landing of those two troops until two days later. The men got their first sight of an actual battlefield 
upon landing...for the time being there was little activity. The two Squadrons guarded their assigned rear 
areas...one man hitch-hiked all the way to the St. Lo area to get a feel of battle. He got more than he 
bargained for when the jeep next to his received a direct hit from an '88 [88 millimeter gun used against 
ground and air targets]. The German Army was full of these powerful weapons-Ed.] and he returned to 
the unit with a noticeable tinge of gray-green coloring." 
 

"The first vehicle casualty of the Group occurred in a rather unusual way. A sergeant in the 
communications section, while adjusting the radio in a scout car, inadvertently set off the vehicle's loaded 
37mm gun with his rear end; scoring a direct hit on a jeep parked nearby." 

The lynch pin of the Normandy offensive was around the town of St. Lo. By July 26, 1944, the American 
forces, with their overwhelming firepower, captured St. Lo. This allowed the 2nd Cavalry Group to perform 
in exploitation and pursuit roles. "Accordingly, on July 31, the 2nd [Cavalry] Group was attached to VIII 
Corps of the 3rd Army; and moved to the neighborhood of Avranches." From this position, the 2nd 
Cavalry Group conducted the first phase of their World War II operation by conducting a "rapid advance 
to the German border." (*Note 1) 

For those with a map of France at hand, you can follow the 2nd Cavalry Group's route from St Lo to 
Fougeres and Vitre, Pouance, and by August 5, Ancenis along the River Loire. (* Note 2) 
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"Also on August 6, a patrol from B-42 was engaged in an action which may serve as a typical example of 
patrol missions throughout the war. Although the Germans had advance warning, and prepared an 
ambush in the center of Segre, the patrol's objective; the men succeeded in withdrawing without any 
casualties, and had four prisoners. The men remembered this patrol particularly because of an 
enthusiastic and hospitable Frenchman. While two of [the patrol] were crawling along under heavy fire, in 
a gutter in the center of town, a door suddenly opened; and a bottle of wine and two glasses were thrust 
out. Unfortunately, there is no report as to whether or not they accepted the offer. Lt. Lindoerfer, the patrol 
leader, personally put four machine guns out of action, so upsetting the enemy's defenses that they 
withdrew before B Troop launched its assault." 

The 2nd Cavalry Group continued in action, fighting along side the 4th Armored Division with the 2nd 
Squadron "covering the flank of the drive...with the result that the total length of the group screen was 
extended to over ninety miles by August 5. The welcome arrival of the 5th Inf Div Combat Team on 
August 7 finally relieved the exposed, strung-out position of the unit...two days later the entire group was 
attached to the 4th Armored Division to assist in the attack on Nantes...reconnoitering north of that city 
[Nantes], the 42nd Squadron made good progress during the morning hours of August 10, but ran into 
heavy resistance during the afternoon. Elements of the 4th Armored relieved the squadron toward 
evening, and finally succeeded in fighting their way into the city. The Group continued to operate in the 
area between Nantes and St. Nazaire for the next twelve days, mopping up and patrolling. Sharp 
engagements with an aggressive enemy were fought at St. Omer and La Temple." 

 

Change in Mission 

During the combat action in Brittany, a new 3rd Army (Patton's) included the new XII Corps. Both the 4th 
Armored Division and the 2nd Cavalry Group were attached to the Corps. The history continues: "[The 
Group marched] three hundred and sixty miles east on August 21/22 to catch up with Patton's tanks. By 
August 27, Group HQ was located east of Troyes (*Note 3). Troop A-42 had a fight at St. Geneviere on 
Aug. 23. The 2nd Squadron, by quick concentration, succeeded in destroying a column of horse-drawn 
vehicles near Montargis. On the following day B Troop - 2 encountered an enemy force bivouaced near 
St. Maurice. Here Sgt. Lyles was awarded the Silver Star for carrying three wounded men from the field 
under heavy enemy fire. Another action occurred at Marcilly-de-Hayer [still a very small village today]. 
Colonel Reed, who wished to inspect a troop C.P., through a misunderstanding, was led to an O.P. and 
became personally involved in a hot fight when it was attacked by a German platoon, which was finally 
repulsed. A-42, on August 24, had an experience unhappily shared by many other outfits during this 
period of rapid advance when it was strafed by American planes near [the small village of] Chaource." 

"On August 26, the 42nd Squadron encountered a strong force of enemy horse artillery on the march 
near Carissey. The assault guns of E Troop raised havoc among the enemy's column killing most of the 
horses, and forcing them to abandon their guns. Continuing to advance on the south flank of the 4th 
Armored Division, the Group established a bridgehead across the Seine at noon on August 27. Again, 
there was some rough fighting. A platoon of C Troop was driven back by elements of the 15th Panzer 
Grenadier Division, and another platoon of that troop was cut off and succeeded in reaching the American 
lines only after a wild cross country ride." 

 

"During the next days, the Group swiftly advanced to the Moselle-Madon River line, passing over the 
battlefields of 1918 around St. Mihiel. Occasionally, there were alarms when German vehicles were seen 
on the road ahead, but these usually turned out to have been abandoned for the lack of gasoline. In 
action around Marbotte on September 1, one of the tanks of F-2 rounded a corner and was blasted point-
blank by an '88. Two of the crew were killed and one wounded. The German vehicle, a tiger tank, was 
knocked out by the other tanks of the platoon. Several enemy machine guns were also put out of action; 
and with the help from a C Troop platoon, forty of the enemy were killed during the street fighting which 
followed." 

"On September 2, patrols of B-42 entered Toul (*Note 4) and found the city abandoned by the enemy. 
From September 3 until September 12 was a somewhat static period for the unit, which was engaged in  
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screening along the Moselle River. C and F Troops, 42nd Squadron, captured the town of Bainville from 
two companies of the German Second Paratroop Division, and had to endure a twelve-hour battle which 
the enemy laid down on the town after it had been captured. (*Note 5) There was much artillery and patrol 
activity during the following week. Platoons from C and F-42 took a large number of prisoners by 
ambushing and shooting up a German vehicle column near Ceintrey. This incident was reported in 
German bulletins as "the massacre of our valiant defenders by the enemy's elite Second Armored 
Division." On September 8, the same units participated in the assault and capture of Ft. Pont de St. 
Vincent at the confluence of the Madon and Moselle Rivers. This point was defended by some of 
Germany's 3d Paratroop Division, which had made a determined fight at [Mount] Cassino in Italy. Here, 
however, the determined assault, made under the fire support of E Troop, rapidly crushed enemy 
resistance. A desperate attempt by the paratroopers to retaliate, in the form of an attack on the village of 
Benney [five kilometers from Ceintrey], was repulsed on the next day, with enemy losses around 50%." 

"The 42nd Squadron was again the advanced element of the Group in crossing the Moselle at Bayon on 
September 13. The squadron pushed rapidly to Marainlier east of Luneville. Two German ammunition 
dumps were taken before the enemy had a chance to blow them up. Also, during the advance, a bridge 
over the Meurthe near Fraimbois was found to be knocked out. It was repaired by the Group's cooks, 
under the direction of a dental officer. There were ominous reports of a German armor concentration 
south of Luneville near Baccarat, which unfortunately were largely discounted at the time." 

This, then, leads to the Battle of Luneville. First a word about this historic city. Luneville is a town in the 
Meurthe-et-Moselle département, situated at the confluence of the Vezouze and Meurthe Rivers, east-
southeast of Nancy. Incorporated in the duchy of Lorraine in the 15th century, it was joined to France in 
1766. The Treaty of Lunéville between France and Austria was signed there in 1801. The 18th-century 
planned town has a fine château, inspired by Versailles, and a church built in a Rococo style. Main 
industries include the production of electronics, china and machinery. 

 

The Battle of Luneville 

The Regiment 

 

The following account of the battle is quoted directly from our Regimental history booklet. "A first attack 
on Luneville, made on September 15 by Troop C-42, was repulsed by heavy German artillery and small 
arms fire. On the following day, the enemy was forced to withdraw by a concentrated attack made by the 
entire squadron. At the same time, the 2nd Squadron was probing far to the northeast, and the Group 
was therefore in an extremely exposed position scattered over a large area. They were struck by a 
German attack, launched on the 18th, by the 5th Panzer Army with the objective of eliminating the 
[American controlled] Nancy salient. The southern outposts of the Second [Squadron] were overrun since 
the 37mm guns of the scout cars and the howitzers of E Troop were quite ineffective against the heavy 
German Tiger and Panther tanks. Nevertheless, the 42nd Squadron succeeded, while suffering heavy 
losses, in covering the withdrawal of the rest of the Group through Luneville. Then they pulled back. E 
and F Troops were badly cut up, losing most of their equipment. Personnel casualties included Major 
Pitman, the Squadron Executive Officer..." [Pitman was killed in a town square east of the palace and 
river; there is a plaque honoring him on the far east wall]. What happened will be clear after reading about 
how the 2d Cavalry Group and the 4th Armored Division fought the battle. 

 

The 4th Armored Division 

To get a clear picture of the battle of Luneville, a review of the activities of the 4th Armored Division is 
necessary (*Note 6). "Combat Command R [Reserve] moved into Luneville on Sept. 16 "following a 
strong attack by the German 11th Panzer Division against the American 2nd Cavalry Group."  

"At 2:30pm [September 16] the 10th AIB [Armored Infantry Battalion] received its orders to attack and 
occupy the town of Luneville. Major [Arthur L.] West quickly moved his force into position 1/4 mile south of  
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Deusville, which was about four miles northeast of the objective. At 9 pm, the recon platoon and a platoon 
of medium tanks led the charge into Luneville. C/10 was brought up to reinforce the attack, and they sent 
out patrols through a portion of Luneville that had not yet been cleared. With the sound of small arms 
ringing in the distance, C/10 out posted the town for the night..." This was just the start of the battle. 

     

"Early on the morning of September 18, the 111th Panzer Brigade set out...with an axis of advance that 
would take it through the town of Luneville, which was reportedly occupied by other German troops. 
Unfortunately for the men of the 111th, they had been given incorrect information regarding the status of 
Luneville. It was actually under control of CCR..." 

"The Americans at Luneville had one important advantage on the morning of September 18; they had 
captured a German map that revealed the location of the opposing forces, their command posts, and their 
observation posts. When all of this was reviewed, the 10th AIB determined that there were several 
hundred German infantrymen and 20 tanks posed to attack." 

"The Panther tanks led the way as they advanced down the road toward Luneville. Enroute, they ran, 
quite unexpectedly, into an outpost of the 42nd Cavalry Squadron. A skirmish ensured, wherein the 
42nd's M8 armored cars and assault guns tried to take on the Panthers, but the 37mm guns and 75mm 
howitzers were no match for the heavy German armor. Three of the assault guns were knocked out, and 
the balance of the American force pulled back." 

"Further down the road, the Germans ran into stiffer resistance when some of the cavalrymen dismounted 
from their vehicles and made a stand as infantrymen. While not able to stop the German tanks, they 
successfully delayed the grenadiers who were accompanying them. As a result of their effort, the balance 
of the 2nd Cavalry Group was able to withdraw through Luneville, and warned the Fourth Armored 
Division about the approaching tanks." 

From that point on, it was a 4th Armored Division fight. 
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The Regimental History Summary 

"The enemy attack was finally stopped by the determined resistance of the 4th Armored Division near 
Luneville, and a thrust into the German left flank by the XV Corps of the 7th Army. A Troop-2 participated 
in the heavy fighting in Luneville on Sept. 19, in which the 4th Armored destroyed two hundred and 
eighty-one tanks. By the evening of that day, the German drive had been stopped, and the situation was 
once more under control." 

Footnotes 

(*Note 1) They would then accomplish phases II and III. These were "position warfare during the winter 
months," and "lightening thrust through Southern Germany into Czechoslovakia" toward the end of the 
war. In Phase II, the Second Cavalry Group spent "long cold months along the Moselle [River]." 

(*Note 2) Nantes is almost at the mouth of the River Loire, in French Brittany. The Loire runs in an arc 
from the south, toward north and westward through French Burgundy, the city of Orleans and down to 
Nantes. The River Loire empties into the Bay of Biscay and the Atlantic Ocean. 

(*Note 3) Troyes is the ancient capital of the French providence of Champagne and the main town in the 
southern part of the province. Its high, narrow streets of today's restored, half-timbered houses look like a 
film set for a Tudor period drama. Throw in an elegant Gothic cathedral, some superb lesser churches, a 
fistful of Renaissance mansions and a couple of exceptional museums and you have a delightful place to 
spend a couple of days. (Source: Wickpedia) 

(*Note 4) Toul is a fortress town on the Moselle River. Toul is located a few miles from Nancy, the capital 
of Lorraine, which borders Germany, and is less than a two hour drive from Paris. Toul is largely an 
agricultural center, but has clothing and glass industries. A Gallo-Roman city, it became a bishopric in the 
4th century. During the Middle Ages, Toul, along with Metz and Verdun, was one of the bishoprics vital to 
the defense of France's eastern border. These bishoprics were almost continuously independent until 
their seizure by Henry II of France in 1552. Toul played a significant role during the Franco-German 
conflicts of succeeding centuries, and was severely damaged in the Franco-Prussian War (1870–71) and 
in World War II.  

(*Note 5) For those of you who are web-savvy, see Dave Gettman's March 4th, 2008 inclusion of Private 
Lester Fell's (2nd Platoon F Troop, 42nd Squadron's) memories of 3-6 September 1944. The article 
opens with: "Although the town of Bainville, France never made the headlines of the newspapers in the 
U.S., it will never be forgotten by members of the 2nd Platoon, F Troop, 42nd Squadron. This was our 
first real baptism of heavy artillery." 

(*Note 6) The information and quoted materials on the role of the 4th Armored Division are from Patton's 
Vanguard: The United States Army Fourth Armored Division, Don M. Fox, MCFarland & Company Inc, 
Jefferson, North Carolina publishers, 2003. For many years (until 1972) during the Cold War years in 
Germany, we were still "go to war" partners with the 4th Armored Division. 

 

 
 

Colonel Charles H. Reed 
The Battle of Luneville and the German Army 

 

Editor Note: No history of the battle of Luneville would be complete without including comments from a 
letter sent by the WW II commander, Charles H. Reed, 31st Colonel of the Regiment, to the 59th Colonel 
of the Regiment, Harold R. Page. Colonel Reed commanded the 2nd Cavalry through most of WW II and 
for two years after the war. This information is taken from a letter by Colonel Reed to Colonel Page dated 
February 23, 1978.  
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Luneville 

By way of background, Colonel Reed had just received an invitation to the annual reunion of the World 
War II German 11th Panzer Division but had to decline that year. However, Colonel Reed wrote: "...with a 
couple of hundred of our officers and men, with wives, we attended two reunions with them, Koblenz and 
Freising. Most enjoyable. They apparently think as much of us as the 2nd Cavalry thinks of the 11th 
Panzer." The 11th Panzer, formed in 1940, had fought on both the Eastern and Western Fronts. It was 
nicknamed the Gespensterdivision (Ghost Division). 

Colonel Reed added an attachment to the letter containing his thoughts on the 11th Panzer Division, an 
intriguing insight into historical events. He begins: "This is not a proper part of my letter in reply to yours" 
he wrote Colonel Page, "It is merely a recounting of our relationship with the 11th Panzer (and other 
German units during the war.)" The Regiment had accepted the surrender of the 11th Panzer in and 
around the town of Kotzting, now known as Bad Kotzting, located in the Bavarian Forest, some fifteen 
kilometers (or nine miles) southeast of the Bavarian town of Cham. With that knowledge, Colonel Reed 
writes: 

"Actually our connection with the 11th Panzer did not start at Kotzting but at Luneville, France on 
September 18, 1944 when the Fifth Panzer Army started the first real counterattack. The 11th Panzer, 
plus an infantry regiment, was on the left flank of the armored [German] 5th Army. The 2nd Cavalry was 
protecting the right flank of [the US] XII Corp and 3rd Army. 2nd Cavalry patrols watched the unloading of 
tanks at St. Die [a small city on the bank of the Meurthe River] and their movement toward us. 12th Army 
Group said the attack would be on 7th Army and XV Corps. 2nd Cavalry did not believe this as we had 
captured a Lieutenant, 11th Panzer, putting the "Ghost" signs of the 11th Panzer on the road to 
Luneville." 

"So to be able to fight a delaying action, we moved forward to meet them as the holding of Luneville was 
essential. Railroad and road nets centered there. Good thing we did. They hit us at daylight and though 
outnumbered about 6 to 1 we held out until 1:30 pm when the help we had called for arrived - part of the 
good 4th Armored Division. We never lost Luneville, but we had a hell of a time holding on. The 11th 
Panzer kept coming and would have overwhelmed us, except for the help of the 4th Armored. We lost 
half of our tanks, assault guns and antitank guns, and very heavy casualties including five field grade 
officers killed or wounded. The 11th's casualties were heavier than ours. Among them was a young 
Captain, nephew of Division Commanding General Wend von Wietersheim, hit in the arm." 

"We fought them again in the Riegle Switch Line just across the Moselle from Luxemburg just before the 
break across the Rhine into Germany. Again we wounded the General's nephew - this time in the head." 

"After the surrender, about April 28th, we left the 11th Panzer in Kotzting area under charge of one 
platoon of the 2nd Cavalry commanded by 1st Lt. Henry Morgenthau II. No problem. They were all there 
when we returned in late May. We discharged most of the division officers and men quite early but also 
had to send the Generals and two staff officers to the Army Interrogation Centre. None of the 11th were 
ever behind barbed wire..." clearly meaning there were no war criminals among those who served with 
the German 11th Panzer Division. 

Editor Note: In 1977, Colonel Armin von Wietersheim, the young Captain nephew of the 11th Panzer 
Division Commanding General during WW II cited in Colonel Reed's letter, was newly assigned as 
Deputy Commander of Panzer Brigade 12, the Regiment's Partnership Unit. As part of Partnership 
activities, he attended a social function with the 3d Squadron in Amberg. During a conversation, Colonel 
von Wietersheim was asked if he knew much about the 2nd Cavalry Regiment. In his very polite Prussian 
way, he responded by pointing at his right arm and his head (he wore a glove on his right hand), saying, 
"The 2nd Cavalry inflicted these wounds when my Panzer Division 11 fought against your predecessors 
during WW II." With that, the subject was dropped. He knew the 2nd Cavalry Regiment far better than 
most Americans present. Colonel von Wietersheim also noted that he knew Colonel Reed well, as did his 
uncle, General Wend von Wietersheim. Colonel von Wietersheim's comments are what prompted Colonel 
Page's letter to Colonel Reed informing him of Colonel von Wietersheim's current assignment and Panzer 
Brigade 12's Partnership with the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment. There was a great deal of mutual 
respect between professional Soldiers whose units once had met on the field of battle, but now served  
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alongside each other in the defense of Western Europe. 

 

Constabulary Duty 

Colonel Reed was not done writing about World War II and the aftermath in his letter. The 2nd Cavalry 
eventually moved to Freising, a town 35km north of Munich. Colonel Reed continues: 

"When the Regiment moved to Freising, the East Prussians [the Division had recruited so many of its 
soldiers from Eastern Germany] had no place to go as the Russians occupied their homeland. They went 
with us to Freising where they became a service battalion for the 2nd, truck drivers, cooks etc. Some 
were drafted to fill up the Band, which we had to give up when we left the United States, but trust the 2nd 
Cavalry - we had smuggled the band instruments into the transports and reactivated the Band as we went 
along. The Germans filled the open spaces among the instrument players. Also, about one third of the 
riders in our Horse Troop in the Constabulary were ex-11th Panzer and were still in Freising." 

"These took part in the Big Parade for General Eisenhower [Supreme Allied Forces Commander] in 
Munich in 1946, which I commanded. Riding with my staff on German horses and followed by the Horse 
Troop carrying German uhlan, orange saddle pads with tail and leg wrapping. General Eisenhower did 
not like the horses. Our Truscott (Army Commander), [General's] Gay and Harmon did. Ike said to me 
after the parade - 'I thought I had rid the Army of all horses.' Harmon replied - 'No General - 'these horses 
were authorized for all Constabulary units.' General Eisenhower simmered down and was quite 
complimentary on the parade, which was 75% of the 2nd Cavalry including the Germans we had in 
American uniforms. We were the only unit with full ranks." 

Many thanks to Bill Wilson, former CO 3/2 in Amberg and RXO for his information on the background to 
the letter from Colonel Reed to Colonel Page, and for providing a copy of the letter to the Association. 

 

 
Authors Seeking Assistance 

 
Association member Dave Gettman runs a website that focuses on the 2nd Cavalry Regiment.  He gets 
several emails asking for assistance.  The following have asked for assistance. 

 

Sandra Walker is seeking first-hand information on Operation Cowboy and the rescue of the Lipizzaners 
for a documentary see is working on. sandraknox@comcast.net phone: (865) 385-5233. 

 

Guy Aceto from WW II magazine http://www.historynet.com/worldwar2 is seeking 2nd Cavalry photos of 

the Lipizzaners for an upcoming issue. guy.aceto@weiderhistorygroup.com 

 

Rich Killblane is writing the history of convoy operations during OIF, and needs first-hand info about a 
convoy in Ad Dinwaniyah, 17 April 2004, escorted by possibly Troop I, 2ACR, that was ambushed. 

richard.e.killblane@us.army.mil 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:sandraknox@comcast.net
mailto:guy.aceto@weiderhistorygroup.com
mailto:richard.e.killblane@us.army.mil
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Biography of the 75th Colonel:  Colonel James R. Blackburn Jr. 

   
The 2nd Cavalry Association welcomes Colonel James R. Blackburn Jr. to the 

Regiment and the Association.  Colonel Blackburn is no stranger to the Cavalry as a combat 
arm, and as a way of life.  Colonel Blackburn was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant of Armor 
following graduation from the University of Pittsburg in 1986 with a degree in Political Science.  
He was further designated a distinguished military graduate from their ROTC program.   

 
Following his initial "school house Army new Lieutenant training," he was assigned to 

Bad Hersfeld Germany as a tank platoon leader in I Troop ("Invader") 3rd Squadron 
("Workhorse") of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment ("Blackhorse").  After proving he could 
effectively lead a tank platoon, he was then promoted to be a scout platoon leader in "Killer" 
Troop where he again proved successful.  Later he returned to "Invader" Troop as the Troop 
Executive Officer before leaving for the Captain's Career Course at Fort Knox.   

 
After school, his other tactical assignments included with the 1st Cavalry Division for 

Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm; 3rd Infantry Division in Kosovo, and again with 
"The Blackhorse" where he commanded the 1st Squadron ("Ironhorse") as part of Multi-
National Division Baghdad (MND-B) during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Colonel Blackburn also 
had assignments with Headquarters, Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) at Fort 
Monroe, Supreme Headquarters, Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) in Mons, Belgium and twice 
with the Operations Group, National Training Center, Fort Irwin, California. 

 
Colonel Blackburn's military education includes graduating from the US Army Command 

and General Staff College, the US College of Naval Command and Staff, the Joint Forces Staff 
College, and most recently the US Army War College.  His civilian education includes a Master 
of Science Degree in National Security and Strategic Studies (US Naval War College) and a 
Masters of Strategic Studies from the US Army War College. 

 
His awards and decorations are many.  They include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star 

Medal, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Army Meritorious Service Medal, Army 
Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Combat Action Badge and the Parachutist 
Badge. 

 
Colonel Blackburn and his wife Carla have one daughter, Allie and two sons, Jake and 

Ben.  They are currently in Vilseck enjoying another tour in Germany. 
 
Editor’s Note:  I also want to welcome Colonel Blackburn to the Regiment and wish him 
continued success.  So too are 3/11 Cavalry retired 1SG's Charles (Chuck) Crocker, and 
William G. (Bill) Clark, his senior leaders when he was a 2d LT, and special congratulations 
from his first tank platoon sergeant retired SFC Donald Stump.  All three of these 
noncommissioned officers have been interviewed for a longer and more personal article on the 
75th Colonel for a future edition of The Thoroughbred. 
 
 



 

                     2d Cavalry Association                      

 
Toujours Prêt!

  

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

2d Cavalry Association 

 
Please fill ALL blanks applicable to you;   print carefully and make no abbreviations.  

 

Name _____________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address _____________________________________________________ 

 

City  ___________________________________State______________ 

 

ZIP Code ___________________ Telephone _________________________ 

 

E-mail Address:  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Dates of ACTIVE service in the armed forces: _______________________________ 

 

2d ACR Unit & dates assigned:   _____________________________ ____________ 

 
 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP:                                   ACTIVE  DUTY: 

 

Life Membership  @ $250                        Three Year Membership 

   

 One year membership   @ $25                      OFFICER    --  $ 40

 Two year membership   @ $40                            

 Three year membership @ $60                     ENLISTED  --  $ 25 

  Five year membership   @ $100 

      
 Family life membership @ $75; Check one: my late  father  husband was a Second 

Cavalryman: 

 

___________________________      _____________________       ______________________ 

 (His Name)                                          (His unit)                                 (His Service Dates) 
                                
Make checks payable to “2d Cavalry Association” and mail with this application to: 

2d Cavalry Association Inc. 

ATTN: Chris Golden  

151 Sargent Street 

Newton, MA 02458  

E Mail address:  adjutant@secondcavalry.com  

On line membership:  You can join on line at:  http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=162737  

The 2d Cavalry Association supports active programs that benefit the Active Regiment and their families as well as our 

Alumni.  If you like to donate in support of those activities please add your donation to the amount of your check – a 

minimum donation of $20 goes a long way toward making our projects successful. Thank you in advance for your 

generosity.   

mailto:adjutant@secondcavalry.com
http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=162737
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ASSOCIATION NEWS NOTES 

 

August 2009 Edition of The Thoroughbred 

The Michigan Chapter of the 2nd Cavalry Association wants its Michigan veterans and guests to join 
them for their annual Fall Gathering on September 12, 2009.  It will be held at Cornwells Restaurant, 
Turkeyville, just off I-69's Exit 42.  After exiting, turn west on N Drive North, and drive approximately one 
mile.  Please RSVP to (269) 420-0934 to Glen Beck.  If anyone needs a strip map emailed to them, 
please let me know: neddevereaux@comcast.net. 

 

Fiddler's Green 

 

Bernard Kelley, Troop A, 42nd Cavalry Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Group, WW II. He passed away on July 
19, 2009, and was buried with military honors. 

John DiPlacito of West Haven CT passed away also in July 2009.  He served in Troop A, 2nd Squadron, 
2nd Cavalry Group, WW II.  

Lawrence ("Lars") Franstead, a Michigan WWII veteran and former member of H&S Troop, 42nd 
Squadron recently passed away.   

Word was just received that CSM (Ret) Charles T. Dallas Jr of Colorado Springs CO passed away on July 
21, 2009.   CSM Dallas served 31 years in the Army with assignments including Vietnam and Desert 
Storm.  More information will be provided in the next edition of The Thoroughbred. 

 

EDITOR NOTES 

Editor Apology 

Two editions ago, I misplaced somewhere in my computer, two death notices, as well as an update on 
some of the Regiment's former leaders. As of today, it is still missing.  I know somewhere in my stack of 
stuff, I have the initial notification letter(s).  My apologies to all families and survivors of our late 
Association members.  I know I can do better than this.  As soon as I find the missing materials, I will 
ensure proper apologies are sent and the information included in the next edition.  Ned Devereaux, Editor  

Upcoming Editions 

We are already at work on the winter edition of The Thorougbred.  Bill Bewley and Chris Golden are both 
scheduled to attend the Luneville France event in September.  Hopefully they will be able to report on the 
event and especially about the Regiment's participation. 

The next edition will include a follow up report from the Honorary Colonel (already written but not proofed) 
on his visit to former East Germany home of the Russian tanks in last December's "The Russians Are 
Coming! The Russians Are Coming!" 

We continue to encourage our members to send us materials.  To my old friend Wayne Dixon, many 
thanks for the photo's 1959-1962.  They have brought back many fond memories.  Now if I can just figure 
out how to put those photos into the newsletter...Toujours Pret, Ned Devereaux 
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