
          

 The Thoroughbred 
  
 

SECOND REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS–SECOND CAVALRY REGIMENT–SECOND CAVALRY GROUP 

MECHANIZED–SECOND ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT SECOND ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT (LIGHT)–

SECOND STRYKER CAVALRY REGIMENT 

 

Volume IV, Issue 3                      April 2009                                                            Page 1  

          

                         
An Association Thank You 

 
To all who made our Memorial Fund a grand success. 

Troopers current and past and families of all who have served in our great Regiment and 
friends of the Regiment, I want to thank the several hundred of you who so willingly contributed 
your treasure to this cause.  We collected over $75,000 and completely funded all requirements 
we were tasked to fulfill in the names of our fallen Troopers.  Our mission has been accomplished 
due to your generosity and we can all be proud of the memorial that now stands proudly in 
Vilseck to honor our fallen in two Iraq deployments. 

On a very personal note, many of you took time to write notes to me to express your 
thanks for the Association taking on this project and many others sent notes of great emotion for 
personal reasons.  I've kept every envelope and every note, and I thank you from the bottom of 
my heart for the sentiments expressed. 

This project did not succeed without the hard work and personal sacrifice from a few key 
people.  Chief among them are former RCSM Vic Martinez, LTC Bryan Denny, Association 
members Chris Golden, Frank Hurd and Tom Molino.  My task as the Committee Chairman would 
have been impossible without the efforts of these great men who gave their all to make it happen 
as only the CAV can achieve.  Thanks to you all. 

Finally, a great big and very loud HORRAH for the Regiment for a tour well done and 
welcome home to them ALL! 

Bill Bewley 
Memorial Project Committee Chair 

 
And we in the Association also thank Bill for all he did taking this project on. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 
 
 

This edition of The Thoroughbred marks the second return from Iraq 
by our Regiment, only this time back to Germany where so many of 
us spent  many years during the Cold War.  Several of us from the 
Association visited Vilseck, participated in the welcome home 
ceremony, and simply spread the word of the Association among the 
Troops.  It was good being back with the Regiment. 
 
As part of the process, there was a major turnover of Regimental 
leadership. RCSM Victor Martinez was replaced by RCSM Mark 
Morris in November, and on a single day in January, the 74th Colonel 
John S. RisCassi turned over command to the 75th Colonel, Jim 
Blackburn, while all Squadron Commanders turned over concurrently! 
We bid farewell to LTC Daniel Barnet (1st Squadron); LTC Myron 
Reineke (2nd Squadron); LTC Rod Coffey (3rd Squadron); LTC 
Antonio Aguto (4th Squadron), LTC Robert McAleer (Fires Squadron) 
and COL Danny Tilzey (Regimental Support Squadron).  To each of 
these outgoing leaders, our very best wishes and the hope that they 
will continue to participate in the life of the Regiment through our 
Association. 
 
We look forward to working with the 75th Colonel Jim Blackburn. 
Colonel Blackburn has a long history in cavalry in Germany, the 
National Training Center, and leading an armored cavalry squadron 
in Iraq with the Blackhorse Regiment. This edition includes an article 
on the Regimental CSM Mark Morris whom we welcome as well.  
 
 



For years we relied on World War II veterans to operate the 
Association behind the scenes; most of them retired and devoting 
their free time to the Association. Most of the leadership today is fully 
employed and have limited time available to devote to day to day 
operations. Therefore, after long thought and discussion, your 
Association has agreed to have a paid staff member. Chris Golden, a 
long time supporter of the Regiment and the Association has agreed 
to assume the duties as our Executive Director for a very meager 
salary. Chris will be the pointman on day to day Association 
operations including developing and maintaining the membership 
base, recruiting plans and recruiting functions. Perhaps his most 
important task is to be a single point of contact between members of 
the Association and the Regiment. Chris is assuming major duties to 
keep our Association vibrant, and he has my personal support and 
thanks. 
 
This edition contains the start of a series on the Regimental history 
during World War I.  One purpose for this series is to provide basic 
background information for members of the Regiment who have the 
opportunity to visit France and see the terrain and battlefields through 
modern eyes. Remembering Your Regiment Border Tales has an 
article entitled "The Russians Are Coming! The Russians Are 
Coming" from a potential border incident in December 1979. This 
article, written with a great deal of input from the 60th Colonel (RCO at 
the time), MG (Ret) Bob Wagner, should bring back plenty of 
memories from the border cavalry days. 
 
Finally we are starting to beat the drum for the Association reunion 
and general membership meeting in November.  Please plan on 
attending the gathering November 12, 13 and 14 in the National 
Capitol Region. We are anxiously anticipating seeing a lot of old 
friends as well as new. 
 
Toujours Pret! 
 
Tom Molino 
President 
Second Cavalry Association 
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To the Members of the 2d Cavalry Community, Greetings:  

Over the last two and a half years I had the distinct honor and privilege of participating in 

the life of the 2d Cavalry Community as an “overactive” volunteer.  The last time I was in this 

community was in Bamberg in 1972 while serving in the 2d Squadron. Another memorable 

experience!  

During these last two and a half years we have seen two marvelous ReUnions, the 

deployment of the 2d Stryker Cavalry Regiment to Iraq, 15 months of combat, and the 

Regiment’s return to Vilseck. In addition, the Association successfully supported the construction 

of a memorial in Vilseck to our fallen brothers. And let us not forget the outstanding work of our 

Association exemplified by our support for the Regiment’s wounded, providing our “Dragoons” 

with the Stetsons and spurs that symbolize our traditions and heritage, and, last but not least, 

providing scholarship funds to worthy recipients.   

During that time I was privileged to serve as the occasional liaison to the Regiment while 

assisting in modernization and updating many of the Association’s core functions.  The 

challenges seemed endless but the support and cooperation provided by both the leadership in the 

Regiment and the Association made the success of the programs both possible and gratifying.  

Today I am writing to you in a new role, that of the first Executive Director of the 2d 

Cavalry Association.  I am truly excited about assuming the responsibilities of this new position.   

Let me take a moment to outline the areas we will be focusing on in the coming year:  

 Membership: retaining our existing members while expanding our active members in 

both the Regiment and among our distinguished Alumni. In this process we will initiate 

an update of the electronic database as well as institute a program to automate and 

execute membership renewal activities  

o Association Chapter in the vicinity of Vilseck, Germany.  

 Fund Raising: the lifeblood of an organization like this is dependent on the involvement 

and generosity of our members and our community. We will be actively involved in the 

lives of the Regiment and our alumni and expect to expand our scholarship efforts and 

our direct interaction with our members both in the US and overseas.  

 Communications with present and past members: in conjunction with the 

Associations Quarterly newsletter, The Thoroughbred, we will expand our 

communications using the internet, email and other media.  

 ReUnion: we will actively support the execution of the bi-annual reunion (promotion, 

communications and general administration). 

 Sale of memorabilia and other 2d Cavalry related items from the “Sutler’s Store”.  

 Develop a strategic business plan to address the association’s future activities and 

actions.  

 Identify, register, maintain and promote the memorials to 2d Cavalry Service and 

Casualties throughout the world.  

 Advise the association as to viability and best practices for the long term operations of 

the association.  

My role is to support the members of the Association who lead most, if not all, of these 

efforts.  While I will facilitate and support, the members of this community are the backbone of 

our future. Your continued commitment is essential to our success.  

Thank you for your time and I look forward to working with all of you to make this year 

another milestone in the history of the 2d Cavalry.   

Toujours Prêt!                             Chris Golden Executive Director 

151 Sargeant Street 

           Newton MA 02458 

           (617) 413-5787  
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The Regiment Returns from Iraq 

About 4,000 members of the 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment deployed to 
Iraq in August 2007 from Vilseck Germany.  During their deployment they 
conducted combat operations in such familiar  places as Baghdad, the Sadr City 
area of Baghdad, and full of really bad guys, Abu Ghraib, Taji, Mosul and Diyala 
Providence.  Of specific note was East Rashid where the 2nd Stryker Cavalry 
units cleared the area of more than 100 al-Qaeda-in-Iraq fighters and more than 
100 improvised explosive devices (IED's) according to the Regimental Public 
Affairs Officer.   

Finally the Regiment started to rotate out of the combat zone.  It began 
with an advanced party of fifty soldiers arriving on October 8, 2008 to Vilseck.  
Then like falling rain starting really slow, the movement built up to a flood as the 
remainder of the men and women of the Regiment arrived in Vilseck, and then 
the welcome home activities began.  

Association member MSG (Retired) Merritt Powell, in Vilseck to pipe our 
Troopers home, was first in line with a description of what was happening in 
Germany to the Association leadership. He emailed:  "I've been here about 10 
days with about another 10 to go while the jumbo jets bring the regiment back 
from Iraq. About 7 or 8 are in now and I guess we are just past half-way through. 
About 200-300 [Troopers are] on each bird."  

A Community Welcome 

Before the moment the first elements of the Iraq advanced party started to 
arrive, those who remained in Vilseck started their welcome home.  From the 
front gate east toward the ranges and training areas, signs welcoming home 
units, leaders, and individual soldiers by name were placed on the fences and 
telephone poles.  The signs were a sea of colors, with yellow, red and white 
being the primary colors.  Many looked like they had been professionally done on 
the economy; others were simple signs clearly a family project of the spouse and 
children.    Driving up past the commissary area one could not help but notice the 
balloons and other joyful symbols of welcome back home.  The community 
clearly was continuing its support of the troops and these signs of welcome were 
very personal and special. 

Powell continues: "They land at Nuremberg, bus over here about 50-60 miles, turn in their 
weapons and sensitive stuff and then walk over to the Memorial gymnasium where all the wives 
and kids are waiting. They get a quick prayer, a 2 minute speech by the Graf Commander of 
welcome and then are dismissed; the whole thing doesn't take more than 5 minutes. I pipe them 
in the doors to the gym; also about 2-3 minutes only. We had two today and there will be one 
tomorrow." 

Individual Return Activities (*) 

Following their return, 2d Stryker Troopers underwent an individually 
designed seven-day reintegration program with an emphasis on transitioning 
Troopers from combat, garrison, family and block leave environment. During this 
time, Troopers attended a half-day training program that included  
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simple components like driver testing, records update, medical and dental 
screening to more complex personal adjustment topics, communications classes, 
suicide prevention training, and family information and guidance as part of the 
process.  LTC Tom Rickard, the rear detachment commander, further added to 
help to make a safe transition Troopers’ travel distances were limited as was 
their intake of alcohol. 

Formal Regimental Functions 

As those who served in the Army know, one of the key elements of any 
battle plan, formal inspection, or some sort of formal ceremony, rehearsal is the 
key. First key leaders, then a dress rehearsal without the really important "VIP's."  
And starting on November 24th, rehearsals began at the "Memorial Fitness 
Center;" for the sake of this article we will call it simply the gym.  It was made 
clear, in the words of the outgoing Rear Detachment Commander Tom Rickard, 
that the ceremonies " were a rear 'd' function."  And they did it well.  A decision 
was made early on weather forecasts of cold mornings with sun and cold and 
cloudy in the afternoon to follow the inclement weather schedule.  For Troopers 
who had just left the heat of Iraq, there were no grumblings of having to be 
inside.  Nor were there grumblings from Association members who did not bring 
long underwear to Germany on their trip. 

Change of Responsibility Ceremony 

Following a key people rehearsal, outgoing Regimental CSM Vic Martinez 
turned over responsibility to the outgoing 4th Squadron CSM Mark Morris.  It was 
"Stetsons and Spurs" as Troopers gathered to say farewell to RCSM Martinez.  
Martinez assumed the position of the 1/25th Infantry Brigade CSM in November 
2005, and became the Regimental CSM when the Regiment was reflagged in 
June 2006.  RCSM Morris, a twenty-two year veteran, assumed full 
responsibilities as RCSM following the various ceremonies conducted in Vilseck 
right before Thanksgiving and the Regimental Block Leave.  During the 
ceremony, the colors remained cased as the following day was one of a formal 
ceremony. 

The next morning, 25 November, was a busy day.  Distinguished visitors 
began arriving early.  These included the US Army Europe Commander General 
Carter Ham and his Command Sergeant Major Ralph Beam, the V Corps 
Commander LTG Kenneth W. Hunzeker and his wife, as well as the long 
standing German partnership 12th Panzer Brigade commander and his wife out 
of Amberg.  Grafenwohr and the 7th Army Training Command was also well 
represented with senior leadership.  Some of the Association leadership and 
other Association attendees wore their Stetson hats and some even their spurs.  
Twice on 25 November we gathered at the gym for a function. 

Remembrance Dedication 

The Remembrance Dedication was held again in the Regimental gym 
because of inclement weather.  With a gym full of Troopers in formation, and the 
stands on both sides full of observers and guests (probably 2, 000 attendees),  
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the ceremony began with bagpipes playing "Amazing Grace." 

The 74th Colonel of the Regiment John S. RisCassi opened the ceremony 
with brief remarks.  "They all fought alongside their brothers and sisters in places 
like Hadar, Karkh, Abu Ghraib, Sadr City, and Baqouba...they traveled to a 
foreign and desolate land to bring stability and security to those most in need.  
They will inspire generations of Americans to come."  Following opening remarks 
a slide show with the faces of the fallen had the total focus of those attending.  
Twenty-five of the more than 3,500 Troopers who deployed were killed in action 
during this deployment along with four additional Soldiers from other units 
assigned to the Regiment in Iraq.   

"Remember" was the word repeated each time a photograph of a fallen 
Trooper was flashing on the screen that Tuesday morning.  Positive recollections 
of the fallen accompanied the photos.  Comments like:  "mentally tough and 
never backed down...faithful to his brothers to the end...the rock others depended 
on...a dependable and compassionate friend...great father, husband and close 
friend...remembered for his courage and sacrifice..." were just a few of the 
comments made.  I couldn't help but notice that at least two of the fallen Troopers 
were on their second tour in Iraq when they fell.   

The Regimental Chaplain Samuel Lee did a homily, and following him the 
outgoing RCSM Vic Martinez read a list of all fifty-four Troopers and Soldiers 
names who fought with the Regiment during one or both tours. And when he was 
done, a hushed crowd stood as a twenty-one gun salute was fired, taps was 
played, and the ceremony was completed.  (See a related article on the viewing 
of the Remembrance Wall. 

Uncasing the Colors: The Formal Welcome Home 

It began simply at the Vilseck gym with an inclement weather formation 
consisting of cased colors, Squadron and Regimental leaders.  The RHHT, 1st, 
2d, 3rd, 4th, Fires and Support Squadrons, plus the 84th Engineers standing tall 
as Troopers and family members, German and American guests, and in the 
center of the bleachers, was a small formation of twenty-three wounded warriors.  
Some were on crutches, one, an amputee, was in a wheel chair, and a couple 
still had slings for their arms.  At the appointed time, Troopers and their units 
were called to attention, the Regimental staff took its place, and Chaplain Lee 
started with his invocation, with honors, the inspection of the troops, and the 
National Anthem following. 

Then it was time to uncase Troop, Squadron and Regimental colors.  This 
was the cue for the wounded who, to loud applause and cheers, left their place of 
honor to join their Squadrons.  For them this would be the first time since they 
were wounded that they were back with their Squadron families.  Led by a double 
leg amputee, eleven other 3rd Squadron Troopers joined with Squadron 
leadership in the uncasing of the colors.  It was such a sight, and a joyful one as 
well.  Tom Molino and Bill Bewley were honored, wearing their Stetsons and 
spurs in front of an audience wearing berets, to assist in uncasing the  
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Regimental colors. 

Once the colors were uncased, then the speeches began.  The Corps CG 
LTG Hunzeker made several points in his short speech.  He started by simply 
saying:  "We're here today to honor you Dragoons."   

Among his other comments:  "No other unit of this size has deployed with 
as little notice, to as complex an environment, with as many types of mission as 
the Dragoons.  It is appreciated."  He went on to remark:  "You took the fight to 
the enemy's doorstep and it was your perseverance that reassured a once-
oppressed Iraqi population that better days were ahead."  LTG Hunzeker ended 
by saying:  "You are all veterans.  You stood up, you showed up, you raised your 
right hand, and you walked into the fire.  You didn't run, you didn't hide; none of 
you have anything to prove.  Those that mattered know, and those who didn't will 
never know." 

The 74th Colonel was next to speak.  "The Regiment's name became 
synonymous with success across the entire Baghdad operating environment" he 
said adding that the "Dragoons went on to patrol a portion of Diyala province 
larger than Kuwait.  That the Strykers were involved in many facets of warfare, 
from combat to shaking hands and distributing supplies."  The Stars and Stripes 
reported:  "The mission was 'a triumph that each of you can be justly proud of.’ " 

The RCO ended with this most appropriate comment:  "The toughest job 
in the Army isn't driving a Humvee, Stryker, or MRAP.  The toughest job is that of 
an Army family member."  With that it was the Army Song and retiring of the 
colors, and the conclusion of the ceremony but not the memories. 

The Last Word 

On the morning of Wednesday November 26, 2008, throughout Europe 
and other places where the European Stars and Stripes are delivered or sold, 
was a large color photograph of Sergeant J. Jacobs of Bloomington, Indiana.  
Dressed in his mottled battledress, with his right arm in a blue sling, and 2nd 
Cavalry combat patches on both sleeves of his uniform, Sergeant Jacobs is 
holding back his tears as he listens to the names of friends during the ceremony.  
Truly he remembers the fallen but never forgotten.  Good photo and one that 
best describes the emotion of the moment.  Thanks Sergeant Jacobs, and 
Toujuors Pret. 

 

(*) Information for this article were taken from an article written a Mary Markos, of 
the Bavarian News, a weekly military related newspaper, and her October 15, 
2008 article. The European Stars and Stripes and its coverage by reporter Seth 
Robson coverage was very helpful in the development of this article.  Thanks go 
to both correspondents for their fine reporting. 
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Viewing the Remembrance Wall 

Just down the street from the gym and across from some troop barracks 
stands the Remembrance Wall.  Designed by a member of the Regiment, this 
Remembrance Wall, with pathway and two benches donated by the city of 
Vilseck, contains the names of all fifty-four Troopers and Soldiers from both Iraq 
rotations.  It is a large black stone standing about six feet high and perhaps three 
feet wide.  Flanked by an M41 tank and M8 armored car, it rests in a circle of 
stone.   

On November 25, 2008 following the Remembrance Dedication at the 
Vilseck gym, about 2,000 Troopers, families and guests attending the ceremony 
began a slow walk down the street to the Remembrance Wall.  In front was a 
large wreath with the cavalry colors of red and white.  Two Troopers in black 
jackets, black berets, and the current gray battle dress uniform stood at attention, 
quietly for several hours.  Across the street up to one of the motor pools were 
several people from the Czech Republic.  These were World War Two re-
enactors from Pilsen who would later put on a display of their equipment at the 
"tent social" taking place later that day.  Near them were the village of Sorghof 
veterans along with their flag, also joining in the overall viewing. 
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In small groups, people went up to take a closer look at the names.  
Former Regimental Commander BG Brad May approached the Wall, rendered a 
hand salute, and then bending on one knee, left a Fort Jackson "Center of 
Excellence" coin at the base.  In keeping with a fundamental philosophy that the 
Regiment is a family, names of Soldiers from attached units during both rotations 
who died in service to their country and our Regiment, were etched on the stone 
wall.  As I waited in a line of several hundred meters long waiting to view the 
memorial and to pay my respects, I was standing in line near the Squadron 
commander, his Executive Officer and CSM of the 1st Squadron and their wives.  
I asked permission and was granted the honor of going to the Wall with them as 
part of their group which touched my heart in a very emotional moment for us all.   

Among those there this special day to pay respects to the dead were Lien Tran 
whose husband Staff Sergeant Du Tran was killed by a roadside bomb in 
Baqouba, Iraq on 30 June 2008.  Mrs. Tran had returned to Vilseck to pay her 
respects and to gain closure like so many of those in attendance.  She was 
quoted as saying:  "I know I'm not the only one who lost someone, but for me to 
hear my husband's name and see his picture, it is hard.  It is already five months, 
but it seems like it was last month."  She and her small son with an escort from 
her late husband's unit were among many who paid homage to their dead.  It was 
a poignant moment when she pointed out her husband’s name to her son.  Carl  
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Dozier, a Desert Storm veteran from Chesapeake, Virginia also traveled to 
Vilseck to also pay homage to his dead son.  "I promised him I'd be here when 
he got home. I had to be here."  Well said.  Toujours Pret. 

 
 

 
 

Quote of the Year: A Different Army 
 

We owe a great thank you to LTC Tom Rickard who commanded "Task 
Force Spartan," the Regimental Rear Detachment during the fifteen months the 
Regiment was deployed in Iraq.  During that time his wife, also a serving soldier, 
deployed to Iraq leaving Tom home alone with their small daughter.  During the 
Stable Call with Association members, I asked Tom what he considered his 
greatest accomplishment (and there were many keeping the rear detachment 
fully functional) and he replied; “I potty trained my daughter."   For fathers who 
have daughters, this is no mean accomplishment.  Tom and his wife are now 
enroute to Fort Polk, where Tom will command the 2nd Battalion 4th Infantry 
Regiment part of the 4th Brigade, 10th Mountain Division.  We wish Tom well; he 
was a strong supporter of the Association and of the Regiment and Vilseck 
Community. 
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THE SECOND CAVALRY ASSOCIATION WANTS TO HELP 

YOU! 

                                           

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANTS 
The Association is pleased to announce that sufficient funds are available in the Scholarship Trust to 

provide up to two scholarships for the 2009-2010 school year. 

 

PURPOSE: To provide funds to the selected recipient to attend any accredited associate degree, 

bachelor’s degree, or master’s degree producing school. 

 

ELIGIBILITY: Any 2
nd

 Cavalry Association member and their children, active soldiers in the 2d 

Cavalry and their families are eligible to compete for this scholarship.  

 

APPLICATION PROCESS: Applicants should write a letter of consideration to: 

   Frank K. Hurd 

   1626 Comanche Rd 

   Arnold MD 21012 

The letter of application should include the applicant’s name, address, telephone number, and how 

he/she meets the eligibility requirements. The applicant must also submit a typed three page, double-

spaced essay, using standard font size and style, on any one of the three topics below: 

 

1. What is the historical significance of the return of the 2
nd

 Cavalry Regiment to Germany?  

2. Explain how the return of the Regiment affected the community of Vilseck. 

3. With a new President is the country heading in the right direction?  Why or Why not? 

 

 These documents are due by April 15, 2009 and winners will be notified by May 15, 2009. 

 

EVALUATION AND AWARD: All applications will be independently and blindly evaluated by the 

Association’s Scholarship Committee.   The scholarship funds will be provided to the winners at an 

appropriate award ceremony or by a representative of the association.  
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Regimental Border Tales: The Russians Are Coming? The Russians Are 
Coming!" 

 
For much of the Cold War (1946-1989), the 2nd Armored Cavalry 

Regiment stood firm along six hundred plus kilometers (about 360 miles) of the 
NATO/Warsaw Pact Inter-zonal border--the infamous Iron Curtain--between the 
Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) in the West, and Czechoslovakian Socialist 
Republic (CSR) and the German Democratic Republic (DDR) in the East. Just 
north of the Hof border station and the legal crossing point into the DDR was the 
East German city of Plauen, which was the headquarters of a motorized rifle 
regiment belonging to the Soviet Union's 8th Guards Army. 

The 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment had two simple mission statements: 
"To train to fight" and to "conduct active border surveillance operations." The first 
of these two mission statements is virtually unchanged since the formation of our 
Regiment in 1836. Both of these mission statements, however, came alive 
almost thirty years ago, and this is that story.  
 
At the Inter-Zonal Border 

It was in December 1979 on a cold, snowy Friday evening around 1800 
hours when a Ground Surveillance Radar (GSR) team reported what appeared to 
be a column of tanks lined up and headed toward the West on the phantom 
autobahn bridge -- Rudolphstein Bridge -- near Hof. The GSR team leader, a 
Specialist Fourth Class (E-4), reported the team saw a whole bunch of headlights 
and then the movement stopped and the lights went out. He reported this 
unusual activity through the Border Operations network to Regimental 
Headquarters in Nuremberg.  (*) 

The Regiment quickly reacted. This following account is a part of our 
Regimental history, as seen from a Troop, Squadron and Regimental level. 
 
The Regiment Reacts 

The Honorary Colonel (HCOR) of the Regiment, Beau Bergeron, then a 
Major and the Regimental S-3 recalls: "The Regimental Headquarters Group was 
at a gala holiday party in downtown Nuremberg at a really nice restaurant and we 
had just finished the meal, and it was time for remarks when the Regimental duty 
officer showed up and passed the word to the 60th Colonel of the Regiment, 
Robert E Wagner, also known as The Dueler, or simply Dueler Six, the 
Regimental Executive Officer, Don Holder, [later 65th Colonel of the Regiment] 
and me that a tank battalion, from what we posited was from the 8th Guards 
Motorized Rifle Regiment in Plauen, was moving to thunder run the Rudolphstein 
Bridge. That brought festivities to a halt and we all scrambled for Merrell 
Barracks, reviewed the plan for this kind of contingency and issued orders 
through the Regimental Operations Center (ROC). The 60th Colonel directed I 
give an update to Corps G-3, Colonel Gordon Sullivan (later the Chief of Staff of 
the Army), via this strange secure device in the rear of the ROC that I recall 
needing a dollar bill to operate. General Sullivan's response was in keeping with  



Volume IV, Issue 3                      Page 14 

his Norwich undergraduate degree and came with a bunch of expletives and 
some purple prose and I was told to keep him advised." 

The 60th Colonel wrote years later: "I personally informed telephonically 
our higher headquarters, CINC USAREUR [Commander in Chief US Army 
Europe], General Frederick J. Kroesen, and our VII Corps Commander, 
Lieutenant General Julius W. Becton of the situation and our future plans. Both 
asked if I thought this was the real thing. I replied that I was a little suspicious of 
the total accuracy of the GSR report, but that we Dragoons were paid to be 
"Always Ready" to respond to enemy action, particularly in the vulnerable Hof 
area. The 8th Guards Army at least had to know that we were alert to their hostile 
activities. The Regiment had planned for this contingency. All three Squadrons 
were ordered to prepare to occupy previously designated blocking positions to 
prevent a quick enemy breakthrough if the situation proved to be the real thing." 
Meanwhile, the wife of the 60th Colonel, Charlotte Wagner, remembers that 
when all the officers arose en mass and headed for the door, the Germans eating 
in the restaurant got notably edgy.  Mrs. Wagner then addressed the ladies: "We 
will stay and eat our dinner; when it is time to leave, then we will go." And the 
ladies did, thus notably calming the Germans and probably some of the wives 
attending. 

Back at Merrell Barracks, the HCOR recalls, "There was an absolute swirl 
of activity, but it was deadly serious. In various kit and uniforms, we all moved to 
do a variety of tasks. Mine, I recall, was to go to Feucht Airfield and "help" the 
two Air Cavalry Troop commanders man and ready aircraft. The Regimental 
Commander wanted them uploaded and positioned forward to a couple of 
staging areas we identified. The weather sucked--but there was no doubt that 
despite relative levels of sobriety that we were going to move. The 'Dragoon Air 
force' marshaled in good order under the circumstances, but couldn't see 
anything. We rigged a bunch of M151's in typical regimental mufti, doors and 
heaters with whoopee lights, and led the flight up the autobahn with aviation fuel 
and AVUM in trail. My recollection was the Regimental Commander's UH 1, with 
a Headquarters Command Group and generator on board, landed at a forward 
site that had been previously checked for max communications. From there, we 
took command and control of the Regiment, with middle man help from the ROC. 
Corps was kept apprised, (LTG Becton recalls he was hosting a party at his 
quarters in Stuttgart when the call to him came in), and we alerted the 1st 
Armored Division." Note: While the Regiment had its own sector of the General 
Defense Plan (GDP) area, it would be the 1st Armored Division who would 
assume the battlefield area once the Regiment had done its delay of the 
attacking Warsaw Pact forces. 

The Dueler continues: "I helped load the AH-1 Cobras with anti-tank 
missiles before getting on to my command aircraft. I recall flying in the snow with 
white snow streaks flashing by the cockpit. I realized that this experience could 
prove to be the most important events of my life. I was extremely proud of the 
Regiment; we were executing a very difficult nighttime deployment under adverse 
conditions. The 2d Dragoons were ready for a fight."   
The Dueler remembers:  "I ordered Mike Lyle, the 2nd Squadron Commander out  
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of Bamberg, to prepare to conduct a tank demonstration in the open fields 
around the Rudolphstein Bridge at first light.  I wanted the other side to know we 
were ready.  With the Regiment preparing to occupy designated blocking 
positions to prevent a quick breakthrough, the Air Cav and elements of the 2nd 
Squadron in visible contact with the bridge area and the entire theater alerted to 
include the 1st Armored Division, I thought and still believe we had done a hell of 
a job.  If we had not deployed the lack of reaction could have portended a more 
serious 8th Guards Army effort in the future."   
 
"We Get Paid to React" (The Dueler to the CINC USAREUR) 

In Bindlach, around 1900-2000 Hours, we heard the sounds of the 
helicopters. Right below the hill where 1st Squadron was located, was a 
Germany Army base with a large football (soccer) field. Any Regimental Troopers 
from the 1st Squadron still downtown could not have missed the tremendous 
amount of noise as the helicopters moved in and shut down for a short time 
before moving out again and heading toward the town of Hof and the border. 

The 2nd Squadron was ordered to move all its tanks up to the border in 
the vicinity of Rudolphstein Bridge. Mike Lyle, then the 2nd Squadron CO recalls: 
"My memory is dimming, but I recall some details of this event. Troop E was the 
Border Troop in the Hof Sector. Captain Stan Thomas was the Commander. The 
GSR did detect what looked like a convoy of tanks on the autobahn heading for 
the crossing site. I made a cold and wild jeep ride to Hof from Bamberg and went 
straight to the OP and rendezvoused with The Dueler. The unknown vehicles had 
shut off their lights and we could not detect further movement. We later thought 
that they might be trucks which had just pulled over for the night, but we never 
saw the number of vehicles reported by the GSR team when the light dawned. 
We did deploy E Troop out of the Border Camp to their initial positions. Those 
boys on the GSR OP did monitor something unusual going on, but we never 
figured it out. We did stir up a lot of attention when we ran out of the Bamberg 
Officers' Club and moved to our alert positions."  

Concurrently, the "Dragoon Air Force" moved in the vicinity of the bridge 
and was ordered to "put their lights on the border." This clearly was a message to 
both the Soviets and the East Germans that the 2nd Cavalry was reacting to the 
perceived threat of the Russian tanks. Other Regimental units were to be moved 
"on order" to designated blocking positions. The air was tense whether one was 
on the border (as were elements of 2nd Squadron and the Air Cav with 1st 
Squadron reinforcements) or  a soldier sitting and waiting in the barracks. 
 
C Troop Reacts 

Ned Devereaux, then the First Sergeant of C Troop, recalls the incident. 
"The first word we received was when the Troop CO, Doug Lute, was urgently 
called to Squadron Headquarters for a short meeting. When he returned we had 
a short Troop level "orders group" meeting. The situation was laid out, 
adjustments to the reaction plan were completed, and Troop leadership began to 
prepare for what would happen next.  
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We opened the Troop arms room, alerted the 1st Platoon Scouts to 
prepare to move with our Troop GSR to a position near Hof and in the center of 
our (GDP) area centered on the Tri-Zonal point (where the East and West 
German and Czechoslovakian borders met) to provide security. Not only were 
weapons issued, but small arms ammunition. The GSR/Scout team left for the 
Quick Reaction Site (QRS) to load up other "go to war materials" and then to 
standby in the Troop street waiting for orders to move out. The EM Club and 
Community Club (NCO/Officers) stopped serving drinks and closed down for the 
evening. Troopers were encouraged to return to their barracks for further 
information and instructions. 

One thing is for certain: You can't hide from Troopers information they 
need to make decisions. Many individual and group decisions, without much 
guidance from anyone, were made that night. 

Troopers who had already changed into civilian clothing and were already 
in Bayreuth began calling the Orderly Room. "Do I need to come back to 
the barracks Top?" was a frequent question. We couldn't answer them 
directly because what we were doing was to be done low key. But the 
troops understood the evasive talk and soon they would appear in the 
orderly room..."I'm back Top" and then went to change into our field 
uniform. 
Leadership walked through the barracks looking at soldiers who had 
automatically, without orders, stripped their bunks, dressed in coveralls, 
had their web gear and holsters sitting by their beds. "Any word yet?" was 
a question frequently asked. They were ready and anxious 
simultaneously. I don't think I was ever more proud of our young Privates, 
Specialists and Sergeants as I was at that moment knowing they were 
trying to do the right thing. 
For example, the 3rd Platoon Tank Section Sergeant, SSG Tiffany (later a 
Sergeant Major), took immediate actions without orders. His four tanks 
had their canvas tarps pulled off, strapped down on their back decks, and 
all tank engines had started and warmed up and turrets put into a ready 
mode. Duffel bags and personal gear were loaded. The tank firing pins, a 
carefully controlled item, were in his personal possession. All "Tiff" needed 
to do was to move to the Quick Reaction Site (QRS) with his troops to 
load their "go to war materials" and then move out to the alert assembly 
area. 

These actions were not unique to C Troop. The same was happening across the 
Squadron as units and individuals responded understanding that this could be 
something really, really big. 

Finally a report came in from the GSR team who initially reported the 
"Soviet tanks" (*) had turned around in the dark and headed back into East 
Germany. The HCOL "...recollects that the "tanks" were then identified as a lost 
convoy of Russian vehicles being driven by East German soldiers" as they turned 
around and headed back to their barracks. At this point, C Troop and a good 
portion of the Regiment stood down. After providing a closing report to Squadron, 
the 1st Squadron Commander, LTC Dean Stanley, ordered a  
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cautionary stand-down. Troopers went to bed peacefully, most fully aware that 
they had just dodged a bullet."  
 
Saturday Morning 

The next morning, the 2nd Squadron conducted a tactical demonstration 
right along the border, just to make sure that the Russians and East Germans 
were well aware of the maneuver skills of the Regiment. Mike Lyle said: "On 
instructions from the Dueler we ran a little troop maneuver toward the border at 
first light with little or no reaction from the other side." 

As a related point, the 60th Colonel was also known unofficially as the 
"Maneuver Damage King" in Bavaria because of the exceptionally high level of 
tactical training he required in the Regiment. MG Wagner later wrote:   

"The Regiment's extensive and demanding training exercises and the 
Regiment's frequent exercising of the General Defense Plan through a variety of 
means, starting with jeep maneuver exercises, and "capstoning" with full 
Squadron force-on-force maneuvers right on the terrain we would defend against 
a WARSAW Pact threat."  This alone earned the Dueler this title.  

Such a high level of exercises during virtually every month of the year 
invariably caused major damage to the countryside (and costs to the US 
taxpayer). However, they provided essential training for every Soldier in the 
Regiment and were a key reason the Regiment performed so well during this 
event.  

The Dueler continues:  "As a Regiment, we were out-manned and 
outgunned about three to one by the WARSAW PACT Forces immediately 
across the border. Another multiplier was the mastery of numerous maneuver 
battle drills such as set-dash-move forward movement and trap plays practiced 
on the German countryside.  Knowing the terrain intimately and possessing an 
outstanding maneuver capability are absolutely essential in outnumbered 
situations. By moving the 2nd Squadron tanks so quickly to the border area, the 
Regiment simply let the other side know we were  ready to fight on terrain where 
we knew every fold in the ground and every prime direct and indirect firing 
position." 
 
A Final Observation on the Border Threat 

Somehow, I remember a report that the vehicles, perhaps as many as 
twenty-eight in number, were tanks.  Others believe they were trucks. Possibly 
some believe a young Russian Lieutenant leading the convoy had simply gotten 
lost. Even today, both the 60th Colonel and the Honorary Colonel of the 
Regiment are not sure that they were indeed tanks.  Mike Lyle pointed out that 
GSR was not that accurate. However, the last word goes to the 60th Colonel: 
"Whether the possible threat was tanks or trucks was never completely 
determined.  The enemy action on reflection certainly did not constitute a 
threatened invasion, but it could easily have been a planned maneuver not to 
invade but to check our reaction to a threat along the most dangerous avenue of 
approach in our sector.  I'm proud to say that tanks, trucks or whatever, the 
Regiment demonstrated we were ready to kick butt with all of USAREUR behind  
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us." 
General Kroesen was impressed enough to provide a "Letter of 

Commendation" to the Regiment. For years it hung framed in Regimental Border 
Operations. But the last word belongs to Mike Lyle: "Just another night on Border 
Duty during the Cold War! We won!" 

This account of a Cold War alert is the first in a series of related stories for 
upcoming editions, including a visit to Plauen after the Iron Curtain fell; the want 
to-be C Troop Bugler who auditioned at a Squadron run for the Dragoon Band; 
and more stories about some of the leaders mentioned in this story. Stand by for 
these stories as we continue to remember our Regiment through "Border Tales."  

Thanks to the 60th Colonel MG (Retired) Bob Wagner and Mrs. Wagner 
for their help in developing this "Border Tale" and insuring accuracy. Thanks, 
also, to MG (Ret) Mike Lyle and the Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, Beau 
Bergeron, for their thoughts and memories. Lastly, thanks to all for their keen 
insights concerning the events surrounding that memorable evening in December 
twenty-nine years ago. Always Ready Sir! Toujours Pret. 
 
     Newsnotes                                                                                                                   
 
Editor Note:  My personal apologies for not having this page as part of the 
quarterly The Thoroughbred until this edition.  Association members with 
questions, comments or just trying to get in contact with another Association 
member are encouraged to submit information for publishing on this page.  You 
can reach me via email at neddevereaux@comcast.net or snail mail to Ned 
Devereaux PO Box 8174 Portland, OR 97207-8174. 
 
Glen C. Black, 2nd Cavalry Association Michigan Chapter informed us (1 Oct 
08) that:  "On September 20th the Michigan Chapter of the 2nd Cavalry 
Association met at the Knights Inn at Jackson, Michigan.  We had a social hour 
and dinner.  We discussed having dinner at Cornwells Turkeyville in Marshall., MI 
for 2009.  We shared pictures and enjoyed reminiscing.  We had 15 people in 
attendance." 
 
Thanks Glen.  Please keep us informed of the 2009 date and any other 
"happenings" in Michigan. 
 
Raul W. Smith, of Casper, WY wrote:  "I'm just wondering if there are any old 
horse cavalry men left?  I was in Machinegun Troop (30 Caliber) 2nd Cavalry at 
Fort Riley Kansas from October 1938 to sometime in 1941.  I would like to 
correspond with them if there are any." 
 
Thanks Raul.  Those who meet Raul's criteria, you can reach him via email:  
raulsw@bresnan.net or snail mail:  300 E. Collins DR #903 Casper WY 82601; 
telephone 307-259-9855.  Raul also has an email address.  If you would Raul, 
please send that on to me next time you write.  Thanks. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  2CAV Association board meeting minutes for meeting held 2-11-2009 

The meeting was called to order by Tom Molino at 1805, 2-11-2009.  

Attendees: Tom Molino, Bill Bewley, Frank Hurd, Ned Devereaux, Tom Stewart, 
Len Dwyer, Mike Davis 

Board Members absent: Robert Mixon, CSM Blackwood, Roger Jones, Bill 
Heidner 

1. Treasurer’s report was rendered and accepted. We have $45,696.07 in our 
checking account and $33,000 and change in our scholarship fund. Of the money 
in the checking account $18,280.31 is “excess” contributions to our memorial 
fund project. All memorial fund project bills are paid. A motion to move the 
residual memorial funds into the general fund for further support to the regiment 
was seconded and unanimously approved. These funds are included in our 
current checking account balance of $45,696.07. It is the opinion of the board 
that the donors for our memorial fund drive all contributed to the success of that 
project and the residual funds are dedicated to the future benefit of the fallen, 
their families and the active regiment, which was the spirit in which the project 
was advertised and conducted.  

Tom Molino directed that the books be audited by someone other than Frank and 
certified as correct. Frank Hurd reported that Robert Mixon will conduct the 
review. A report will be rendered at the reunion business meeting in November.  

2. Membership Committee – Frank Hurd reported that he was overwhelmed with 
the paperwork requirements and needed help. All of the membership 
documentation was transitioned to Frank in addition to the Treasurer duties. We 
need to discuss this issue with Roger Jones and come up with a solution. This 
discussion transitioned into our clear need for more volunteer help and everyone 
was encouraged to help us find more volunteer help. The membership paperwork 
is an open issue and it must be worked to insure or records are kept current. Bill 
Bewley volunteered to help Frank with this effort until we can find additional help.  

Everyone agreed that membership is the life blood of our Association and must 
be a very high priority for us as we move forward. This discussion included the 
standup of a new 2CAV Association Chapter in Vilseck and how and who to 
make this happen. Bill Heidner is the VP for Chapters and was not present for 
the discussion but he was contacted after the meeting and briefed on the 
discussion held in board. Bill has the mission and contacts to make to get this 
task moving forward. Candidates for leading the chapter effort in Vilseck include 
Steve Wesnoski and Tim VanPaten, both local to the Graf and Vilseck area and 
both alumni of the regiment. Membership and the Vilseck new chapter status will  
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be a reporting item for upcoming board meetings for the foreseeable future.  

A motion was made that we establish a Vilseck chapter, seconded and approved 
unanimously. Bill Heidner is our lead horse for this project with us all helping as 
needed.  

3. 2009 Reunion – Mike Davis rendered his report to the board and there was 
discussion. Mike brought up the point that current economic conditions should be 
considered in our planning for the event. He presented several options and the 
board consensus was that we will proceed to have the reunion but will work hard 
to keep costs under control to the extent possible for the event. Mike’s report was 
very complete and covered all reunion requirements. Tom Molino directed that 
we plan adequate time for the business meeting and to schedule two board 
meetings during the event. The first board meeting will be with the current board 
and the second will be to install the newly elected board. A main topic or theme 
of the event is to be “get involved and volunteer”. It was suggested to Mike that 
he survey the prospective attendees so we have an idea of how many folks to 
expect for transportation and meal planning purposes. The point was made to 
charge enough for registration so we can cover our costs.  

4. Memorial project report – The project was a grand success. The return home 
ceremony was attended by Tom, Bill, Ned, Chris and several others and it was 
magnificent. The memorial edifice was unveiled to the regiment in a very 
emotional and heart touching ceremony. The troopers of the regiment are proud 
of their service in Iraq and were visibly and vocally proud to honor those lost and 
those wounded. The families of a few of the lost troopers were in attendance and 
many of the wounded were there to participate. It was an incredible experience 
and we all may be justifiably proud of the success of our memorial project efforts. 
The board expressed thanks to all who made it happen, especially the efforts of 
Chris Golden.  

5. Project Help – Bill Bewley raised the potential of the Association hiring Chris 
Golden as the Association Managing Director. There was discussion on the topic 
and unanimous agreement we need the help Chris can provide. The issue is only 
that of affordability. A committee of two was formed to investigate the potential of 
hiring Chris and to find a way to breach the affordability hurdle. The committee 
consists of Bill Bewley and Frank Hurd. A report will be rendered to the president 
on this topic not later than 1 Mar 09.  

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and we concluded the meeting at 1915 
hours, 11 Feb 09.  

//signed// 

William M. Bewley 

Acting Secretary 
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REMBEMBERING OUR REGIMENT 
The 2nd Cavalry Regiment in World War One 

Part One 
 

On November 11, 2008 I visited, along with two old friends from another (higher 
numbered) Cavalry Regiment, our World War I battlefields and cemeteries.  It 
was an impressive visit.  Following our trip to France, I began delving deeper and 
deeper into the subject of World War I and our Regimental role in that war.  I also 
began to write my version and it soon began to look like a college term paper.  
Fortunately a former 3rd Squadron Commander and Regimental XO Bill Wilson, 
had sent me a lot of materials he had collected over the years about the 
Regiment. 
 
A few weeks ago I basically tossed out what I had already written as I found 
almost everything I was looking for in a photocopied booklet The Dragoon Story:  
A History of the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment, published by the 45th Colonel of 
the Regiment James W. Duncan, and written by a PFC Wolf W. Schmoekel and 
2LT David Roe, either in 1957 or 1958.  As Colonel Duncan wrote:  "My hope is 
that all members of the 2nd [Armored] Cavalry Regiment will read this history and 
take pride in having been a part of it." 
 
So to honor those two articles and the RCO who caused the booklet to be 
written, this is part one, taken from The Dragoon Story, to help explain the long 
and wonderful history of the now 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment.  The Editor 
 

Last year on November 11, 2008, the United States was among many countries 
that marked the 90th Anniversary of the signing of the armistice ending the First 
World War.  This "war to end all wars" had been primarily fought between 
Imperial Germany, the Imperial Austrian-Hungarian Empire, the Russian Empire, 
and the allies, primarily Great Britain, France, Belgium, and Italy.  For three years 
a stalemate was fought in France between the Imperial German Army and the 
allied forces; millions were killed or wounded.  Finally in 1917, the United States 
went to war in support of the allied forces.  There were 116,516 American 
casualties in World War I.   The French and British basically lost an entire next 
generation. 

 The tasks of the Regiment in the years preceding America's entry into World War I were 
largely routine, without the excitement and glamour that had characterized earlier service.  
However, the work done was invaluable in preparing the nation for war, by training the men who 
were to go "over there" in 1917-1918.  Above all, the Regiment itself was shown after the 
outbreak of hostilities, was kept in condition of fighting preparedness; true to that motto born 
decades ago--"Toujours Pret!" 

The challenge to raise a several million man Army was great.  The Dragoon 
Story continues: 

 Immediately after the declaration of war, Congress authorized the expansion of the 
Regular Army by almost half a million men with an equal amount to be raised for the National  
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Guard.  True to American military tradition, the war was to be fought by a large force of citizen 
soldiers, organized around the hard core of the regular force. 

 Accordingly, the first duty of the standing Army was to provide training and leadership for 
these citizens in arms.  The Second Cavalry bore its full share of that duty throughout 1917.  Part 
of the Regiment stayed at Fort Ethan Allen, Vermont where a recruit depot had been established.  
Troop I assisted in the training of recruits at Plattsburgh New York and Troop A continued its 
duties at the Officers' Training Camp at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, while the rest of the First 
Squadron was still at Fort Myer, Virginia. 

 During May of 1917 this squadron had the honor of furnishing thirty-one men to 
accompany the new Commanding General of the American Expeditionary Force John J. 
Pershing, to France aboard the "USS Baltic."  This detachment accompanied the General on his 
inspection tours, and constituted the only American force in France for several months.  
Nevertheless, their presence, and that of General Pershing, symbolized the fact that American 
help was near. 

      Four of the men of this detachment became officers in the course of the war.  The record 
of the Regiment as a whole is even more phenomenal. More than two hundred fifty of its men 
received commissions during the war, and twenty-three of its officers became Generals! 

 The first opportunity for such promotions in May 1917, when two new cavalry regiments, 
the 18th and 19th, were formed from our unit.  This meant the transfer of two-thirds of our officers 
and men, and thorough training of the new recruits who replaced them.  The colonels of both of 
the new regiments, which were soon designated the 76th and 77th Field Artillery, were William C. 
Rivers and Guy H. Preston, both former officers of the 2nd Cavalry. 

 During the summer of 1917 further transfers out of the Regiment became necessary to 
provide cadres for the new National Army divisions.  Troop A returned to Ft. Ethan Allen on June 
3, 1917.  It rejoined the First Squadron at Ft Myer in December of that year.  Troops E and F 
furnished training while G and H Troops performed similar duties at Camp Bartlett, Mass.  Troop I 
returned to Ft Ethan Allen during November, after having been stationed at Plattsburgh for almost 
eighteen months. 

 Finally on January 8, 1918, the Regiment received the long-awaited overseas orders.  It 
was the only cavalry unit ordered to Europe; all the others continued to guard the border of 
Mexico.  For the next two months, the men of the Second were engaged in intensified training 
and preparation for shipment.  It was a bitter disappointment to the Regiment when it found out 
that the horses would have to be left behind.  Nevertheless, all horse equipment was packed and 
taken along as the unit was to receive new horses in France. 

 On March 17, the Regiment with the exception of Troop E and the First Squadron was 
shipped to Camp Merritt, New Jersey.  Here records and shipping lists were drawn up, and the 
other last-minute preparations made.  Four days later, the unit embarked on the transport "Martha 
Washington" at Hoboken, N.J., from where it sailed at midnight on March 21.  The ship, with two 
other transports, made the trip escorted by the cruiser "Pueblo" due to the danger of German 
submarines.  For the same reason the soldiers had to wear life preservers at all times.  They 
were kept occupied with life boat drills and Physical Training during the voyage.  As the convoy 
approached the coast of France, where submarine activity was especially heavy, it was joined by 
submarine chasers. 

 On the last day of the voyage, April 4, the ominous white tail of a periscope was sighted, 
and the alarm given.  The troops were having their noon meal.  Scenes of considerable confusion 
followed while the soldiers proceeded to their boat stations.  We read that one trooper, who was 
holding his full mess kit in one hand and his hat in the other, promptly threw the hat into the water  
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and pushed the mess kit on his head; rushing to the life boat with food running down his face.  
Others apparently kept cooler heads and used the opportunity to raid the galley and commandeer 
all the pies intended for dessert.  Due to the prompt action by the escort vessels, the submarines 
had no opportunity to attack the transports and were driven off.  One of them was apparently 
struck by depth charges.  Without further incident, the convoy moved through minefields guarding 
the estuary of the Gironde and docked at Pauillac that evening. 

 The troops disembarked on April 6; and a parade was held in honor of Lafayette, who 
had left that same port for the United States one hundred forty-one years earlier.  The Regiment, 
prepared and ready to fight, was somewhat indignant when it was transported to a rest camp, 
Camp Genicart near Bordeaux, immediately upon its arrival. The reason for this was that the war 
on the Western Front was changing to more and more trench warfare. 

 The trench warfare in Northern France and Belgium offered no opportunity for cavalry 
charges.  There could be no mounted scouting or feeling out of the enemy; and, for the time 
being, there was no chance to use cavalry in its other traditional role, that of pursuit.  World War I, 
on the Western Front at least, was an infantry and artillery war; essentially immobile and 
inflexible.  Horse mounted cavalry found itself unable, in view of the vastly increased firepower of 
the other arms, to fulfill its mission.  In the Second War the picture changed; and cavalry, now 
mechanized and armored, again emerged as a decisive arm. 

 Under these circumstances, the part played by the Second in World War I was not a 
major one.  The Regiment was split up; and the units were engaged mostly in military police duty, 
guarding prisoners, and managing remount depots for field artillery units.  All this work was 
extremely important, and much of it hazardous.  Many of the troops operating as military police 
(directing traffic and controlling stragglers) were near enough to the front to be under constant 
artillery fire.  In view of the fact, however, that the experiences of the various troops were so 
nearly the same, this account will merely note the highlights of the Regiment's service in France 
and Germany... 

 The First Squadron left Ft Myer on March 26, and reached Brest on April 8 after an 
uneventful crossing.  Four days after its arrival, it moved to Treveray in the St Mihiel [Note: 
Pronounced "San Milla"] sector; where it subsequently split up.  Troop E and various 
detachments from other Troops that had stayed behind, sailed on the transport "Caserta" from 
Hoboken on May 10, and reached Brest on the 23rd.  The detachments then joined there 
respective Troops.  E Troop remained at Port du Commerce, near Brest, for the duration of the 
war; performing military police duty. 

 Throughout the war units and individuals of the Regiment distinguished themselves.  Pvt. 
Westcott of Troop C got "lost" while his unit was performing military police duty; and attached 
himself to an infantry unit.  While fighting with it, he was decorated with the Silver Star for 
conspicuous gallantry.  Troop I was especially cited for its fine work in the Argonne Sector, where 
it inspected camouflage, and patrolled the corps area.  The troop bivouac area was often under 
shell fire, and a number of casualties resulted.  Among the men of I Troop killed on October 7 
near Esnes, one was a new replacement who arrived from the States that very day. 

This ends part one, a basic lead up to the first major battle fought by elements of 
the Regiment in the battle area of St Mihiel.  Part Two will address this battle.  I 
will also try to integrate information from recently published history books on 
World War I that also address the Regiment and its participation. 
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Visiting France and World War One Battlefields 
 
There are two major battlefields where the Regiment fought during World War I 
that we visited during our battlefield tour in November 2009.   
 
One resource to use is the St. Mihiel American Cemetery and Memorial located 
at the west edge of the town of Thiaucourt. Thiaucourt is about equal distance 
(29 miles) from Verdun and Nancy, and is almost in the center of the salient.  The 
Cemetery is open daily except Christmas and New Years Day.  The current 
Cemetery Superintendent is Bobby O. Bell (Email:  Bellb@abmc.gov) and we 
found him most helpful in both describing the overall concept of the salient 
operation and in providing information on the history of the cemetery.   
 
About sixty percent of all US deaths where the body was recovered were 
returned to US soil in the 1920's; this was a choice of the families of the fallen.  
Those that remained in France were, over time, collected from temporary 
cemeteries into eight permanent places of interment.  St. Mihiel was the third 
constructed and contains 4,153 military dead one of whom belonged to the 2nd 
Cavalry.  Sgt Edward Doherty, of Massachusetts, died on 23 December 1918.  
We assume that he passed on from the effects of influenza, a disease more 
deadly than combat. 
 
Also in the area is the Montsec Monument, located on a high isolated hill 12 
miles from Thiaucourt.  Built by the US Government its purpose is to honor those 
in the First and Second Army who fought in the St. Mihiel area. 
 
The second cemetery contains the remains of soldiers who died in the Meuse 
Argonne campaign starting just a few weeks after St. Mihiel.  Located near the 
town of Romagne, it contains the remains of 14, 246 dead and commemorates 
954 missing.  Most of the men fell during operations of the 1st Army between 26 
September and 11 November.  However, the one casualty from the Regiment, 
Sergeant Horace Downs of Kentucky (died on 16 November 1918) also thought 
of the effects of influenza is also buried here. Not all fell in the Meuse Argonne 
however, as in 1922 remains were reinterred from temporary cemeteries from as 
far away as occupied Germany and the Vosges Mountains.  Even soldiers who 
died at Archangel, Russia were moved to this central location. 
 
There is also a Monument at Montfalcon, scene of a bloody battle on a hill mass.   
 
Both cemeteries are beautifully set up and are maintained to extremely high 
standards.  Both, like all our military cemeteries overseas, are permanent 
features of the French countryside, and the land is considered the eternal 
property of the United States. 



 

  

 

 

The 2009 2nd Cavalry Regimental Association Reunion 

Dates:  12-14 November 2009 (Thursday thru Saturday evening) 
Depart on Sunday 15 November 2009.  Key Events will include a 
general membership meeting, group photo, optional tours in the DC 
area, and a dinner on Saturday evening 14 November with a 
distinguished guest speaker.  The event will be held at the Sheraton 
Premiere at Tysons Corner.  

Hotel Contact Information and Address: Sheraton Premiere at Tysons 
Corner 8661 Leesburg Pike Vienna, Virginia Phone (703) 448-1234 · 
Fax (703) 610-8293; 1-800-572-7666.    Don't forget to ask for the 
group rate. ($129/night).  The hotel will create a StarGroups Website 
for more information and registration. 

Of note to leaders:  We will hold two Board meetings as part of the 
activities.  The first will be for the current (outgoing) board and the 
second will be for the incoming (new) board. 
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The Regimental CSM Mark Morris 
 
Traditionally the Command Sergeant Major of any unit carefully cares for the 
colors of the Squadron, Regiment, and Division.  On 24 November 2008, the 
"care of the colors" was passed from RCSM Victor Martinez to RCSM Mark 
Morris.  RCSM Morris is a native of Savannah, Georgia and entered the Army in 
June 1986 as an armor crewman and graduated from his One Station Unit 
Training (OSUT) at Fort Knox.   
 
During his career, RCSM Morris has served in a variety of assignments including 
overseas tours in Germany, Kosovo, Korea, Kuwait and Iraq.  Stateside includes 
Fort Polk (1-70 Armor), Fort Lewis (1-33 Armor, 1st Squadron 14th Cav, and 4th 
Squadron 2nd Stryker), and Yakima Proving Ground (1-91 Infantry Brigade).  
Overseas assignments include Germany (5-68 Armor and later 3-77 Armor in 
Mannheim and 2-37 Armor in Friedberg), and Camp Casey Korea (1-72 Armor).  
CSM Morris has combat tours of duty including Operation Desert Shield/Storm 
and now tour tours in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
 
These assignments have given RCSM Morris a wide variety of duties.  He has 
held every position of leadership in Cavalry and Armor units including Tank 
Commander, Tank Section Sergeant, Platoon Sergeant, 1st Sergeant, 
Operations Sergeant Major, and now Command Sergeant Major.  Additionally he 
has also performed duties as a Master Gunner, Active Component/Reserve 
Component advisor, and following attendance at the US Army Sergeants Major 
Academy (Class 55) remained for time as an instructor at the Academy.  RCSM 
Morris also holds a Bachelors of Science in Management from Thomas Edison 
State College. 
 
Many observers of the military have pointed out that you can tell a bit of what a 
military person has accomplished by the ribbons they wear on their dress 
uniforms.  RCSM Morris's awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal 
(1 Oak Leaf Cluster), the Meritorious Service Medal (4 Oak Leaf Clusters), the 
Army Commendation Medal (6 Oak Leaf Clusters), the Army Achievement Medal 
(9 Oak Leaf Clusters) and seven awards of the Good Conduct Medal.  
Additionally he has another dozen ribbons he can wear including the NATO 
Medal and the Kuwait Liberation Medal. 
 
RCSM Morris is also a member of the prestigious Sergeant Morales Club and 
Sergeant Audie Murphy Club.  His wife, the former Marion Dietz of Gruenstadt 
Germany and their two children reside with the RCSM in Vilseck.   
 
RCSM Morris is also a supporter of our Association.  We look forward to working 
with him on mutually supporting goals.  Once he is settled and comfortable in his 
new position, we look forward to sitting down with the RCSM for a report on the 
state of the Regimental Noncommissioned Officers Corp. 



 

                     2d Cavalry Association                      

 
Toujours Prêt!

  

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

2d Cavalry Association 

 
Please fill ALL blanks applicable to you;   print carefully and make no abbreviations.  

 

Name _____________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address _____________________________________________________ 

 

City  ___________________________________State______________ 

 

ZIP Code ___________________ Telephone _________________________ 

 

E-mail Address:  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Dates of ACTIVE service in the armed forces: _______________________________ 

 

2d ACR Unit & dates assigned:   _____________________________ ____________ 

 
 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP:                                   ACTIVE  DUTY: 

 

Life Membership  @ $250                        Three Year Membership 

   

 One year membership   @ $25                      OFFICER    --  $ 40

 Two year membership   @ $40                            

 Three year membership @ $60                     ENLISTED  --  $ 25 

  Five year membership   @ $100 

      
 Family life membership @ $75; Check one: my late  father  husband was a Second 

Cavalryman: 

 

___________________________      _____________________       ______________________ 

 (His Name)                                          (His unit)                                 (His Service Dates) 
                                
Make checks payable to “2d Cavalry Association” and mail with this application to: 

2d Cavalry Association Inc. 

ATTN: Chris Golden  

151 Sargent Street 

Newton, MA 02458  

E Mail address:  adjutant@secondcavalry.com  

On line membership:  You can join on line at:  http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=162737  

The 2d Cavalry Association supports active programs that benefit the Active Regiment and their families as well as our 

Alumni.  If you like to donate in support of those activities please add your donation to the amount of your check – a 

minimum donation of $20 goes a long way toward making our projects successful. Thank you in advance for your 

generosity.   

mailto:adjutant@secondcavalry.com
http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=162737
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